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This rare early edition shows how Hillgrove evolved some of his dances.  
It follows his 1857 The Scholar's Companion & Ball-Room Vade-Mecum 
but is much rarer. Only two copies are known to still exist, in libraries or 
private collections. 
 
The Library of Congress "An American Ballroom Companion" site offers 
a scan of Hillgrove's 1857 book, but incorrectly states that, "This 
manual was reissued in 1858 under the title Hillgrove's scholars' 
companion and ball-room guide."  It wasn't a reissue.  There were 
several important additions and modifications not present in the 1857 
edition. 
 
The chapters "To The Ladies" and " Introductions" were added. 
The Preface and the chapters "Private Dancing," "Deportment" and 
"Position of the Waltz" were expanded. 
The chapter "Remarks on Quadrilles" was added. 
 
• The Second Set - Hillgrove's Favorite Quadrilles (p. 46) was added. 
    Significantly, this differs from the version in his later 1863 dance 
manual A Complete and Practical Guide to the Art of Dancing.  Thus this 
is the only description of the original version of Hillgrove's Favorite 
Quadrilles. 
 
• The Third Set - Hillgrove's March Quadrille (p. 48) was added. 
    This was quite different from the 1863 version, and again is the only 
description of the original version.  The 1858 version is actually more 
interesting than the 1863 version, with the Heads leading toward the 
right and doing a "Right and Left" with the side couples.  The 1863 
version is a more common version, with Heads dancing straight across. 
 
• The Sixth Set - Hillgrove's Social Quadrilles (p. 58) was modified from 
the 1857 version, and is also a bit different from the 1863 version, 
showing the evolution of this dance. 
 
• The Circassian Circle (p. 75 of the 1857 book) was deleted, showing 
when an early favorite fell out of fashion in Hillgrove's academy. 
 
• The Zulma L'Orientale (p. 86) was added. 


















































































































































































































