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An Arrow againftr Mixt

D A NCIN G

Oncerning- the Controverfy a-
- bout Dancing, the Queftion i
not, whether all Dancing be in it

fclf finful. It is granted, thats
Pyrehical oxr Polemical Saltation : 1. c. whern
men vault in their Armour, to fhew their,
firength and activity, may be of ufe. Nor,
i1s the queftion, whether a fober and grave
Dancing of Men with Men, or of Womemp
with Women, be not allowable ; we make
no doubt of that, where i1t may be done
without offence, in due feafon, and withg
moderation, The Prince of Philofophers:
lias obferved truly, that Dawcivg or Leap-
ingy is a natural eXpreflfion of joy: So that.
there is no more Sin in ity than in laugh—
tcr, or any outward expreflion of inward:
Rejoycing.
But our queftion is concernig Gynzcandri-
A 2 cal>



2 A Arrow againft mixt Dascing.

cal Dancing, or that ‘which is’ commonl§{
called Afixt or Promifcuous Dawcing, wviz.
of Men and Women (be they elder or
younger perfons ) together : Now this
we affirm to be utterly unlawful, and thit
it cannot be tollerated in fuch a place as
New-England, without great Sin. And
that it may appear, that we are not tranf

ported by AffeCtion without Judgment,

let the following Arguments be weighed
in the Ballance of the Santuary. |
" Arg. 1. That which tle Scripture con-
demns is finful. None but Atheifts will
deny this Prepofition: But the Scripture

condemns Promifcuous Dancing. This Af-
Jumption is proved, 1. From the Severth

Commandment, 1t is an Eternal Truth to
be obferved in expounding the Command-
ments, that whenever any {in 1s torbidden,
not only the high-w aélts of that fin, «
all degrees tl. _reof, and all occafions leaa-
1ing thereto are prohibited. Now we can-
not find one Orthodox and Judicious Di-
vine, that writeth onthe Commandments,
but mentions Promifcuous Dancing, as a
breach of the feventh Commandment, as

| Leing



9

| - aud Promifcuous Darncing.

being an occafion, and an incentive to that

which is evil in the fight of God. Yea,

- this is fo manifeft as that the _Affemély in

+ the larger Catechifm, do exprefly take nc-

" tice of Dancings, as a violation of the

t  Commandments. It is fad, that when in

| times of Reformation,. Children have been

+ taught in their Cotechifm, that fuch Dan-

~ ¢ing is againft the Commandment of God,

. that now in New-England they fhould pra-

. &ically be learned the contrary. The un-

| chaft Touches and Gefliculations ufed by

Dancers, have a palpable tendency to that

which is evil. Whereas fome object, that

they-are not fenfible of any ill motions oc-

cafioned in them, by being SpeQators. or

Acors - fuch Sgltations; we are not

" bound to believe all which fome pretend

»  concerning therr own Mortification. But

o, fuppofe it were fo, if there te other per-

 fons, who are by AMlixt Dancing drawn into

fin; that’s enough againft it. And that

many are fo, Fevenal's Veifes arc a fufkici-
ent proof

A3 - Furfitan
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Forfitan expeltes wr L Gaditama ] caxore
Incipiat prurire chore, plaufug; probate..

And that of Horace, Motus docer: gan-
det Jomicos Matura Pirge, & Fingitur Acti-
bus, jam nunc & inceflos amores, (Sc.

2. Befides the feventh Commandment,
Tlere are other Scriptwres, which feem ex-
preflly and particularly to condermm the Dan-
cing we plead againft: 1t is fpoken -of as
the great fin of theDaughters of Szox; that
they did walk with ftrerched-out necks,
and with wanton eyes, ‘walkixg. and min-
cing asthey go, and making a' tinkling witis
their feet, 1a. 3. 16. Thofe great Interpre-
ters Junius, and Rivet, and Ravanellus, con-
ceive,thatScriptire hath 2 fpecial refpect to
thofe artificial and proud carriages which
are learned in theDencing Schoot. And the
holy Apoftle Pax! condeinns Riesing as a
vice, Rom. 13. 13+ The original: word Cri-
tical and Accurate Expofitors Interpret,
a; refleGting on Petulant Dancings.And ano-
tier Apoftle fpeaks fot only of Excefs in

Wine
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and promifcuons Darcing. (4
I3ine, but of Revefling, 28 a Sin which the
Gentiles before their Corniverfion to Chrift,
were generally guilty of, 1 Pet. 4.3. The
word tranflated Reveling, may be read
Dancing. It i$ the fame with that in the
Romans, which our tranflation calls Rios-
ing. The learned Aretius comments thus
upen it;By Ke,oc be intends wanton Dancingy
cnd fo it s fitly mentioned after that of Ex-~
cefs in Wine, becaufe 1t was cuffomary with
the Gentiles, after they bad been drinking to
Excefs, toall to dancing and finging ; and
commonly their Sengs were érofme’ and o05-
feene. Thus ke, And indeed; as Ravaxzellus
and Peetins have well obferved : the Greek!
word Keuoz(which our Tragflators call Rz~
éting, and in Peter, Revellng ) is by the
moft learned in the Greek Tongue, judged
to'intend Dancing. Thus Hefyckius faiths
thatit s 'ad\ss "ceym oexs’ And it iS evident,
that Pirdar,theGreek Poet, doth fo ufe the
word. He faith, Kep'2le oo v s 1. €. Salra

L cum H ymno. Vids Zuinger. Theatr. Vol. 2.4

l_’ib. 5.p-389. ’
The fumme is, that according to tue
judgment of the moft profound and accu-

- ——— -
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é An Arraw against profane

~ Interpreters ; the Scripture does expreflys
and by name condemn Dancing as a vicious
practice. The argument ftands thus, Keuo
are exprefly condemned in the Scrxpturc 2
But mix:Dancings are Koyn, Therefore they
are exprefly condemned 1n the Scripture.
Alfounder that ofChambring, Wantomf: laf-
awaf s Dancings are implied.
bere are many other Scriptures which
do zmplzcaly condenss. them as finful. How ofe
ten does  the Scripture commend unta
Chriftians, Gravity and Saérret], in their
behavmur at all rimes; and condemn all
Levity in Carriage. Whem as_Dancing is
( as fome have cxprefled it) a.Regular
Madnefs. That wifc Prmcc Alphonfus, after
e had feen fuch things, the queffion being
sked, What is the mﬂémnce between a
%ancer and a Mad =an? Replied ; There
was w0 other difference, but onl tbz.f that
zhe perfon whois really Phrennck is mad
all the day long ; when as the Dancer is only
mad ap bour in a day perbaps, Lud. Vives
gells a pleafant ftory of certain men, who
coming out of A4fia into Spaiw, when they
faw the Spaniards dance, they were fo af-

frighted, as to rug away, fuppofing them
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and Promifcuous Dancing. %

to te poflefled with fome Spirit, or ma
at leaft. And truly fuch affeGed Levity,
and Antick Behaviour, when perfons skip
and fling about like Bedlams, as -they fay,
Dancers are wont to do ; 15 no way beco-
ming the Gravity of a. Chriftian. More-
over, the Scripture faith, Whatfoewer things
are of good repart; think of thele, Phil. 4. §.
which implieth, that Chriftians ought to
avoid things of evil report. But Promifcuasus
Dancings are {o; & that not only.amoagft
ferious Chriftians, but even amongft thé
Gentiles. Their grave and wife men have
branded that cuftom as vile; infamous, and
abominable ; whofe words.we dhall hear
anon. But therefore that Rule which-faith,
meddle not with things .of bad repor,
forbids Chriftians to haveany concernment
with Promifcuous Dancings. Yet again -the
Scripture {aith,- Give no offence; meither to.
the Jew, nor to the Gentile, nor to the Church
of God, 1 Cor. 10. 32.In indifferent things
this precept takes place ; but the implead-
ed Dancing is very offenfive wpon more
accounts than one, as will afterwards ap-
pear. -
e Arg:
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~ Arg. 2. If we confider, by whom this pra-
‘Ctice oF Promifcuons Dancing was firft invéns-
ed by whom patromized, and by whom witnef-
Jed againft, we may well conclude, that the
admitting of it} infuch i place as New-En-
oland, will be a thing pleafing te the De-
vil, but high%y proveking zo the iHoly God. -
We defign to write as comprehenfively
s we can; and have therefore in this Ars
pument put feveral things together, the
particulars whereof we fhall endeavoar ¢4
clear. -~ - SRR
1. Who were the Invewtors of Petulant
Dancings ? They had not their original a2
imongft the People of God, but amongft
the Heathen. Learned men have well ob-
ferved, that the Devil was the firft inventor
of the impleaded Dances, and the Gentiles;
'who wortfhiped him, the firft Pra&itioners
in this Arr. They did honour the Devils,
“whom they ferved in this way ; their Fefti-
vals being for-the moft part fpent in Play
and Dances. And from them did the A-
poftatizing Idolatrous Jfraelites learn to be-
bave themfelves, as they did, when they
| ‘ worlfhip-
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worfhipped the Golden Calf. . They: fat
down, 10 eat and drink, and rofe up to play, or
to dance. 1 Cer.7. 10. Hence amongft-the
Greeks, Bacchus,was fliled Sex yapans the
God that loved Dancing. Their manner
was, that 2 Company of " oung Men and
Women, with MuficalInftruments, would
Dance and Sing together, in honour of
Bacchus ; whom alfo they called by-the
name of Keuss which (as before was thew-
ed ) does from thencefignifie Daxcing. vid.
Alting Thesl. Problem.Loc. 10. p. 5 10. Not
is it to be wondred that. thofe mifera-
bly deluded Souls ; who thought and
taught, that their Gods werc Adulterers, did
fuppofe that they-would be delighted with
fuch Dances; as had a tendency that-way,
yea, the Gentiles took fuch pleafure in Dan-
cing, that they learned {ome irrational
Creatures that foolith Art..In fpecial (as
Straboin lib. 1q. relates ) they taught Apes
to Dance. When Diana's Feftival was cele-
brated, Dancing Apes were brought forthto
honour it. Tius is enough to make Chrifti
ans, not only deride, but deteft fuch Vani
tics; cfpecially confidering that the Scrip

" turoy
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ture faith, Leair not the way of the Heatben.
Jer. 10. 2. And thet the Lords People may
got d9 after tleir manners, nor umitate their
Heachenith Cuftomes, Lev. 20.23. And
that Choift came to redeem Believers from
their vaz Converfation, 1 Pet. 1. 18. Aad
that they thould not be cosformed to this
world, Rom. 12. 2. |

A prattice mnufe,only amongft theHeathen,
but never known amongthe people of
God,cxcept in times of degeneracy, ought
et to be taken up. But thusis true of
that prad&tice, which we now teftify againft.
- a. Bywhom have Promifcuous Darces been
patronized? Truly, by the worft of the
Heathen. Caligula, Nero, and fuch like A-
theifts and Epicures were delighted in
them. Laucixs ( that infamous Apoftate )
. hathwritten an Oration, in defence of pro-
fane and Promifcuons Dancings. Amongft
the Papifts, fome of their more gtave Wri-
ters, decry fuch a praice as a great Immo-
yality. Alexcander Fabritius, a Learned
.Man, though Popithly affected, was indeed
clearly convinced of the great fin which
¥ therein. His werdiaie wophy our -
| ing
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kiri¢ notice of them ; he thus exprefleth
himielt. 7ke entring into the Frocefions of
Dances, binders men from ingrefs imto the heas
venly Proceffion ; and thofe wko Dance, offend
againft the Sacraments of the Chwrch. Firft,
againft Baptifm ; They breax the Covemant
whicr they mads with. God in Baptifm s
wherein they promifed, t6 remounce the Devil
and bis Pomps ; it when tiey enter into the
Dance, thev go in the Pompons Proceffiox of
the Devil. -Thus that Author: But gene-
rally, Popifht Cafuifts juftify it, as they dé
many other moral evils ; {fo Cajeran Azo-
rius, SHvester, and other Papifts: The cor-
rupt Schoolmen makes a light matter of it,
¢aliing it a Fewial Sin:  And thevefore La-
vater does juftly upbraid the Popifh Religi-
on, 1n that their Writers do generally main-
tain the lawtalne(s of Promifcuons Dancings.
So that the Patrons of this PraQice are
men not found in the Faith. -
3. Who are tiey that have {aithfully te-
Sifeed against this pra:licer Ignorant and
Protane Men-ay, no body is againit i, bue
a few filly Precifians, who sre more pre-
Cife than wile. But we certainly knogr,
that
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that the wifefl, and the learnedeft, and the:
holieft men in the world have difliked ir.
T e Artient Doftors, -( Fathers as they are
ca'led ) have thundred againft this Sin.
Chryfeftom in his Sermons on Genefs, treat-
ing on Facol’s Marriage ;. Here ( faith he )
We read of a Wedding, bV wot a word of
Dancing there. . Yea, he fticks not to call
Dancing a Diabolical Praflice. And in a-
nother of his Sermons;. He faith, .that
Wkerever there is a Petulast Dance, ti
Devil is one of the Company. . And Arnebi-
as decs vehemently reprehend the Gen-
tiles, becanfe of their iafciviovs Dances.-
Auftin doth feverely tax this vice. Ambrofe
doth advife all Godly Parents, that wouid
not have the Souls of their Children cor-
rupted and ruined, not to fend them to
the Dancing-School. And how often do
the Fathers call the Dance a Work of Satan,
one of Lis Pemps and Vanities, which all l’:zp-_
tized perﬁms are hound to rempunce > And
rot only Fathers, but whole Councils have
born witnels agarinft them. "So did the
Oecumenical Synod at Conflantinople.  Allo

the Synod which met at Lasdicea, and
{feveral
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feveral oth s, abfolutely prohibit all Pro-
mifcuous Danéings, not ailowing them fo
much, 25 at Weddingss Thus it was with
Chnfhans before the World did degenc-
rate again into Paganith, Heathenith Cu-
fto.. . We have now heardthe ordmam;c
of Antiquity difcharged againft the im-

pleaded Dancers, 4 “Shower of Arrows
are yet behind.

Asfor the great Reformers of Religion, ana’
Oppofer s of Antichriftiani/m, none have gone
beyord them,.in an Holy Zeal againft
Prof;me and Promxfcuous Dancing. Let
us in the firft .place, cite the Waldenfes :
They are in the Scripture, honoured with
the name of Saiuts,Rev. 13. 7. Thefe Saints
of God, and Martyrs of Fefus,were haters of
Mixt Dances. Becauie their words are Pa-
thetical; we fhali here tran{cribe and 1n-
fert them, as we find them mentioned by
Perrin, in his Hiftory of the Do&rine and
Dxfcxphm of the I¥. aldenfes s p.63. They
thus &;{ {tity - A Dance is the Devils Procef-

e that enters into a Dance, enters inte
Im Po[fej/?oﬂ The Devil is the Guide, ibe mid-
die and the end of theDance A man ﬁnretb in

Dancing
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Dancing divers wayes; as in bis Pace, for
akl bis fteps are numbred ; in his Toxch, inhis
Qrnaments, in bis Hearing, fight, Speech, and
other Famities. We will prove j-f from
Scripture, and then by other Reafons, how wick-
ed athing it is to Dance--—He that Dancetb,
maintaineth the Devil's Pomp, and finzerh
bis- Mafs. Again, In a Dance, a. man breaks
she Ten Commandments of God, The very
motion of the Bedy, which is wfed in Dzncing,
givetl Teftimony enough of evil. Aultin fasth,
The niferable Dancer _knoweiks not, that as
many Paces, as be makes in Dancing, fo many
fleps be makes to Hell. Thus (and much
more to this purpofe) do thofe faithful
Witnefles of Chrift, declare againft this
Profane Pra@ice. Moreover, the Mini-
fters of the Reformed Churches in France,
did above an hundred years ago, ( viz. Au-
#0 1531.) concur in writing, and publith-
ing a Book, againft the vice we are im-
pleading, A'{fo Venerable Calvin, Marloraz,
Lavater, Dareus, Tilenus, Folanus, Zeppe
rus; all condemn it as utterly unlwawtul.
Peter Martyr and Aretiss in their com-
mon places, do elaborately di(courlé: 2~
out
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bout mixed Dancing, and prove it to be ag
uanlawful Recreation. The Judicious Rzves
faith, that fuch Dancings as teach wanton-
nefs in looks, or pridein behaviour, as he
thinks almotft all the Saltations do, which
are now adayes Artificially Iearned in the
Dancing-Schools, arebreachesof the fevently
Commandment, and ctight not to be tole:
rited in any Chriftian "Common-wealth,
The great Peetius hath lately, and (accors
ding to his wonted manner)with very muclk
learning and ftrength of reafon, proved that
fuch Exercife$ are very finful. The like
has been done by the Excellent Altingius,
Amongftour Engli/b Divines thereis a cloud
of Witneffes. Thereare three Bifbops who
have written againft Promifcuous Dancing
as unlawful ; fo” Dr. Dewnbam, Babingtom

and Andrews, and one Arch-Bifkop [tho we

confefs a Puritanical one) viz. the incom-
parable @ /ker, hath given his Teftimon{x
sainft Vanities of this kind. Befides thefe

* - Dir. Rainold, D:. Ames, Mr, Perkins. Ms.

Dod, Mr. Elton, Mr. Boltor, Mr, Brinfley,
Mr. Darbam and others hive abundantly
proved it tc'beunlawhil.  Alfo Mr. Priz
- B a5

- .

- - -
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hasin his H:ffrio. Maftix, a large difcourfe
on this (ab)e& Whofo fhall pu.afe to read
him, W dl find that gocd men havebeen
very fcvcre in their cenfure on Dancers. He |
will there fee it affirmed, that mixed Danc- *
117 15 a Recreation ﬁtter for Pagans & whores
$ Druntards than for Chriftians - And that
the Gat= of Heaven is too ftrait for a Chore
of impure Dancers to enter in thereat: &
that f'\u Caprirg Goais will not be found
amongft Sheep at the laft Dav, with many
the like fevere cXprcﬂiom So odious was
this prattice Pratice in former times,when
Debaucl:.ry and Atheifm had not obtained
that Credit which this Adultcrous Gznera-
tion has put upon it.
Arg. 3. That Prac‘lz"e which tle Graver
fort of Hcatl en have cowdemned as anlawtul,

C Lriftians may well look upon as Smful Rom.
2. 14, 15. But this is iruc concerning mixed
Dar ncing ; as thall by Teftimony be madc

{0 appear.

- Macrobius informs us, that amongf(t the
~Antient Romans ski] in Dancing was repu-
ted an infamous thing. Scipio Africzius

complains thatfome in l.us time would go  *
with

- sovad Cummatvasd,

. el -
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witli impudent- Dancers (as he callsthem)
" and learn to fing with them, Which pra--
» &ice their Anceftors looked uponas a difs"
'& arace to Gentlemen: He thercfore {peaks .
of it as a great-degeneracy of that Age,that.
- {fome being: Perfons of Quality, fent their,
Children to 2 Dasncing-fcheol, and that he
had himfelf feen at one of their Schools, #
Boy of twelve years old Dancing, which hef
" thought was a fitter employment fora lewd
" and foolith ferving-boy, than-for the Som
) of a- Gentleman. And Saluff ( that brave
" Roman Hiftorian)dayeth it as a Brand of
- Infamy upon Sempronia, that the had beere
" taught to Dance, which he fays was a figrg
- ofdifhonefty ; fuch a practice being the in~
o flrument of Laxury. And Cicero in his Ora+.
tion Pro Murenafaith, that if a Man be o
| Dancery he 18 doubtlefs either a Drunkard
& ora madman. Newos faltat [obrias uift fore
. te infaniate Heblames Caro for having fuche
* hard thoughts of Afurana, asto fuppole himg -
“ guiley of Dancizg. For (faithhe) ifhe bey .
i a Dancer, without doubt heis a bad many -
«# ‘nleed, fince that Vice never geeth aleone,'.
- 1e faith of Gadinius and Arrenzns that they.
| b2 mfl

"
b!'.\s { mee -
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muft needs be vicious perfons, becaufethey
were Dancors.  Sémeca bewails it, that in
bis time youriz Ones were corrupted with.
Obfcene Dancés; and that Dawcing-fchools
were to'e a‘ed irt the City, and that fome
when they were inflamed at the Dance,
went from the Dascing. fehoo! to'the Brothel
boufe. . Priamus {everely reproved his fons
becaufe he underftood they were ’ceynsras
1. ¢. Dancers, Plutarchinhis Defcription of
a Vertuous Woman, mentions this asa Ne-
gative qualification, that the muft not be a
Dancer.  Underftand him and the other
Authors cited, as fpeaking -of Promifcuous
Dances. The Emperor Tiderins banifhed:
Dancers, fiot only from his Court, bet out
of the City of Rome. B
“Now then, fha!l the Gentiles , who had
only the darkLight of Natureto fhew them’
what thingsaregood- & what evil;condemn
Petulant dancingi > And thall Chriftianswho
1 ave the Scriprures and the Glorious Light
of the Gofpc] to il'»minate them, praétife
or plead for fuch works of Dacknefs? And
dhall that Abominationbe fet up in New- Eng« =
Eand ( the place where the Light of the
: o Gofp

oo - - ap’ior Nin Mummes .
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- ,fr Gofpel has thined fo Glorioufly) which Mo-
" ral Heahen have detefled ? The Lord lay
. potthis great {in tothe charge of any, who
+ have at all been guilty of it.
Arg. 'g. The praélice which is not fandi-
fied by Prayer, but is an Enemy to Religious
- Exercifes, is furely an evil Praftice. But this
is true concerning mixt dancing. Tt is 2 good
~ Rule'which Praftical and CafuifticalDivines
' arewont to give, Thar work which a Man
- cannot pray over, let him %ot meddle wich.
i A Chriftian fhould do nothing wherein he
- cannot exercife Grace, or put a refpect of
Obedience to God ont what he does. Thisi
lawfulRecreations may'be dope.1Cor.10.3 £
" But who can ferioufly pray to theHolyGod
-+ to be with him when he 15 going toa Pro-
mifcuous damce ? It is that which hinders
Religious Exercifes; efpecially for perfons
& to go immediately from hearing a Sermare
. to a Gurecaxdrical Dance. It is an high de-
© gree of profinenefs, an impudent contempt
put upon the Gofpel. The Devil thereby:
- catcheth away the good feed of the Word,
«.and the former Religious EXercife is ren=
fered ineffedtual; Sopme that writcagainft -
‘ - dances

- -




20  An Arrow agaiaft profane 1
dances, obfcrve, that many young perfons who 1
fecmed to be hopeful, ard to have fome good |
beginnings of Piety 1n them, by falling into ac- |
iquaintance with that unlawfalRecrcaton, have
3n alittle time uteerly lefe all favour oi good ; 1t |
being juft withGod, when they have forfaken
Jhim to follow the Devils Poinps and Vanities,
go withdraw his Holy Spirit from them, and j&-
dicially give.them up to mind nothing elfe but
&Folly. The Lord grant that nane amongft our
Aelves may find che obfervation tiues ”
" Arg. §. For -Perfons to Dance at a Time whex
WGod calds them to mourm,is ceitainly unlawful. Ba:
fuch is the cafe at this Day, 1f the thing were in
at felflawful ¢ Lich the Asguments infifted on
prove that1tis not) yet .to fef upon fuch a. pra-
&ice at fuchatime, muft needs be a great pro- |
*ocation to the fight of God. Rancers are wont
%o alledge that Scripture, Ectl 3. 4. There is a
ZTime to Dance, ( though that does not {peak a
fyllablefor the Juftification of fuch Darcing as
ae arewrniing againft, norindeed forany other
Dancing, fince the meaning of the place 1s not
that there 15 a Jawful time, but only a limited time
28 Damce.) But they fhould confider that Z2s:-
s & Time to moyrn. Now to {;:c up Dances at a
“Time when Gods calls to mourn, 15 moft cer-
Lanlya provocation.  There was a Timewhen
~xapd by hus Propiet {aid , Hear the Word of th «
- oord, O ye Il vimeiz, and toacl; your daugbeers wai

1
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and Promifcrous dancing. 2T
inz, Fer.9.20. Andfodoces he ipeak by his pro:
vidence at thisday: But at a Time when God
{aich, Teach your Daugbters wailing, thall we fay
0, We will tcach them Dancing 2 There sawo
pronoanged upon them that are at cafe 1 Sion,
and whoat a {cafon when they fhould be grie-
ved for the Afliction of }oﬁpb , are Chaniing to
the . faund of the Visl, Amis 6.5. Every body
knows thar it 1s 2 timc of much Affliction with
the Church of God 1n the World, Théy that
begin'a Dapce now, give but a poor evidence of
their belonging to the Myftical Body of Chnift,
when they do no more fympathize with its {or-
row. Isthjs a Time for 71’53 and Galiards! Let
us recommend to fuch perfons the ferious Con-
fideration of that Scriprure, Ifa.22. 12,13, I 4.
Inthat Da_y d:d the Loﬂl‘ GOJ of Hoﬂs c'g!'i_ to j_pg:ep-
ing and 16 mourning. And bebold Foy and Gladue/s,
Let us Eat and Drink,’ for to morrow 3ve 'ﬂa’dll Die,
It was revealed inmine Earsby the Lord 5f Hofts,
[urey this Iniquity (hall not be purged froms jcu t:ll

jou Die, [aith the Lord of Hofts. The Jidgments

of God aie abroad in the "World, and hanging
over otir own heads €60, “Shiuld we then make
Atk Exck. 21, 16, Blefled Mr. Corzon, tho
he be'déad (and hith beén fo 33.years) yer
fpeakesh.  He hath 1eft behind hum chis Tefti-
:0ny(in his Book on Eccl. 3.4.)To Dance though
at’ Martiages is unmeet, efpecially in N. L. sind
at fuch @ Bint ps ;hisy when the Clurches aré’ in

e R e Diref.




22 An Arrow against profane
Diftrefs. Should herife out of his Tomb(which
1s hzre amongft us) how would his Holy Soul
be grieved to behold fuch Degeneracy in this
Arg. €. That Pratiice againft whichthe wrath
of God bath been revealed from Heaven, may well
te dycaded as unrighteous., Rom. 1. 18. But this
25 ‘adly true concerming mixt Dancings. TheFruits
and Effe&@s thereof have been Tragical & Dif:
mal. No doubt but that the Promifcuons Dances
(‘for at their Sacrifices the Heathen ufed to do
i0) between the Moabites and the Midianitifh
Woman, provedafnare'tothe Children of Ifrael,
But héw tetrible 2 Plague followzd 2 Rivet, Ra-
vanellus and others .conclude that Dinebh went

g {ee 2 Dance among the Shechemites; if her

-t

ood Fatlier had not jndulged her that liberty, !

e had faved her from Riine, and himfelf and
Family from"great Reproach.. Salome , the
Daughter of Herodias' was” notable at Dascing !
But what end did fhe come to? Nicepbori: 1c- |
lates thar falling uader the Ice, her feet Capered
under the water ;. and her Head being cut off
bv the Ice, 1cdanced above water. The Story ‘
of that Bifhop 15 famous, who having a Mixed
Dance in his Houfe, he and the femalc 1n ks
hand hapned to be crufh’d to Death. Alfoin
the City of Magdeburg. 24 Perfops (Men and
Women) were {truck dead with the Lightning?.l
as they were Prowrifcuonfly Dangings  See Dr

oo pegmaees
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and Promifcuous z[anci;z%. 23
Theaser of Fudgments, Chap.35- Hereby may ‘we
underftand that (ach M=n have provok:d the
Lord, Numb. 14. 30. Hutories have ma-i+ ather
tragical ftories confinmung this Acgumens. winch
we forbear to méntion. Itiskaciwvr b acherr
own Confeflions that amongft th~ »eans in
this America, oftentimes at’ therr 7 .7es the
Devil appears in bodily fhape, and < ‘o5 away
ohe of them alive. In fome places ot this Wil-
dernefschere are great heaps of “rones, wiich
the Indians have laid together, asan horrid Re-
membrance of {0 hideous a fruit of their Sareni-
¢al Dances. The W.ster of Magica de Spetris,
obferves, That there was hamdly any mecting
hatwixt the Davil and Witches wherem there
was no Dancing.
 Buac let us hear what the Patrons of Dances
have to plead. . Produce your Caufe, and bring
forth yoyr Breng Reafon:, [aithibe Lord., Say all
thatyou have to fay. |

Plea. 1. We Read inthe Scripture of Dances.
Miriam Danced, and David Danced, |

Anfw. 1. Thofe Inftances are not at all t
the purpofe ; for they were Religious Dances
accommndated to the State of the Old-Tefta
ment-Church. Thgy had alfo Mulick in the’
worthip, but fuch as have fo 1n thefe dayes ]
daize more than Chrifians ought to do, w
fhoyld divert into another Quefion, fhould
fpeak to that, | .
2, Netz



24 Ar Arrow againft Prefane

2. Neither were thole mentioned, Mixed dan-
cings 2 It 1s {aid of Adiviam, The Il cmian 2ent un:
after ber With Darces, Exod.1§. 20, But not that
- Men went out with them: Nor did Duwvidrake
a Woman by the hand to Dance with him be-
fore the Ark. In one Word, there 1s not {o mach
as one Example 1n the'whoic Book of God con-
cerning #ixt dancing, except it bz theInttance
of chat accurfed and damned Hartorthe Daugh-
ter of Herodias. |

Plea. 2. Tle Defignof Dancing isinly to teach

Cbhildren-geod Bebavisur and decent Carriage.

Anf, Religion 1s no Enemy to good Manners,
tolearn adue Poyle and Compolure of Body i
not dnlawful, provided 1t be done vithout a
provocation to Uncleannefs,and be not a Nurfe
“of Pride and Vanty.  If cherefare any be difpo-
fed to have their Children nftracted in that
~which niay be truely Ornamental, or a defire-
able Accumplifhment in thefe refpefts they may
ferid them not to a Blafphemer, " but to fome
Giave Perfon that will tcach them Decency
of Behaviour, not Prowifcs fly, but each Sex
by themfelves ; fo neither God nor Man will
be offended.
" This notwithftanding, Every thing is not
Good Carriage 3 which Light and Vam Perfons
thall callfo.  Whythould Pentomimical Geffuies
bt rarrcd good-Carringe, «Thec 15 behav'iou‘r

- t COWaISH



and Premifcuous dancing. 25
whicl Light Perfons look upon as an accom-
phithment ; but fuch as are grave and folid, and
wife { whofe efteem 1s moft to be valued ) have
other thoughts of 1t..  If the Holy Prophet
If@#iab were alive 1n thefe dayes, he- wounld not
call a fretched forth neck, and wanton eye, a Min-
piwy as they go, by thie name of good carmage. Tt
;s’g\e of the Devil’s Wiles to Guild over corrupt
Prattices with Golden Names, that men may
the more eafily fwailow them.In this debanched
Age ; frequent Ofculations amongft thofe that
are not1n any Con:ugal Relation, scalled good
Breeding, Gentile behaviour, and the'like..: But
Chriftians ought to hate fuch teridencies to
Nicolaiti/m, for Chnft hates them, Rew. 2. 6.

‘Plea 3. Children are much pleafe.! withthis Ex-
ercife.  Ani. That we believe : But if st fmnt
with their corrupt r.atures, that’safign it 15 evil.
No doubt but that if a Stage playwere fet up,
many Children would be as much pleafed with
It, as now they are with the Dance.  If a Blaf-
phemer fhall tell- them, There’s as gosd Divinity

.to be learned by a Play as by the Scriptuse 1t
felr, perhaps they may be debauched iato the

beliel of 1, 1f ever they fhould fee Scriptureofto-

ries a&ed 1n a Play, which indsed :s a profane

Vractice common amongft the Papifts, butpro-

hibited in Reformed Churches under pamn of

the highett cenfure. The Lord faith, Seck stz
efier jour own beart and youy own wayes, after.

T which



26 An Arrow again? profane
which you ufe to goan whoring; Nwmb. 1§. 35.
Plea. 4. Such aancing is now become cuftomary
among [t Chriftians. Anf, Which cannot be thought
on without horror. A great and Learned Di-
vine takes notice of it -ds a very fad thing, that
all the profane Dances in ufeamengft the La-
fcivious Greeks of Qld, have of late years been
revived 1y the Chnftian World; yea, and jn
Places wherethe Reformed Religion: has tabghe
men better. But:fhall Chriftians follow the
courfe of the Woild? They ought to {fwim a-
gainft the ftream, and to keep themfelves pure
. from the fins of the Tumes of which this of mix-

ed dancing 1s none of the leat, ‘
~ Plea. §. Some good men think it islawfu; !
Anf. We arenot to watk by the Opinion of this
or that good Man, but by the Scriptures. o
the Law and 1o the Taftimony, if they [peak nst ac.
cording to that there is molight inchem, Fearful
Judgments have befallen a Profefling People for.
doing fuch things as fome good Men throegh
error of Judgment have approved of. Wedare
notdeny, that thers have been fome good Men
'in the world, who have been fo far mufled as
to juftify Profanations of the Lords Day. And
Lutherans have pleaded for Graven Images,
contrary to the fecond Commandment.
But fhould fuch things be tolerated in N. E. we -
have reafon to believe that the hot difpleafure
of God wouldfoon bara againft us, belidss,
18
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" and Promifcuous Dancing. 2.7
% is more than we know, if one good m¥an hath
written 1n acfence of mixt Dancings. One
that hath written againft Dancers, giveth his
Book this Title, The Churchof ungodly Men and
Women whsfe King is Lucifer. -But we cannot
¢all to mind one Proteftant ‘Author who has
been real for the intereft of Reformation, that
has fer his Pen.on’ work to plead for a pra&:ce.
fo vile and mfimous. This Objectton turns upon:
Dancers thus, That praéice withHoly Men 1
ail ages-have abhorred:may well be fufpected to:
be an evil practice : Butit woe frewed chat chis:
15 true of promifcuous Dancing: We fhall then
conclude this Difcourfe with adouble Corollary.
Corol. ‘1. It 55 the Duty of Churches to exercsfe
tge Difcipline of Chrift-rorsards fuch of their Mem-
bers as [hakl offend in this matter. The Rule 1s clear
and written with the Beams of theSun, 2 The/.
3. 6. We command jou, Brethven, in the Nameof
our Lord fefus Chrift, that you withdraw your
felwes from every Brother that walketh diforderlyy
and not after the Tradition which be received from
#s. Now they that frequen. Promifcuous Dan-
cingsy or that {end thew Children thereunto,
walk aiferderlv, and contrary te the Apoftles
Doérine. 1t has been proved that fuch a pra-
Ctice 1s a Scandalous Immorality, and therefore
to be removed out of Churches by Difcipline,’
which 1s the Broom of Chanit, whereby he
keeps his Churches <lean,  Zepperus and ochcgs’
| oh-



28 Av-Arrow againf} profane
obferve thar 1t wasby this means, that Churches
in the Primynive ames were preferved from-this
corruption. And thus 1t hath been in'the Re-
formed Churches. The National Synod held
at Dorr, Anno 1578. thus exprefls themfelves,
Becaufe Dances are for the moff part attended with
& Levity unbecoming Chriftians, and are an offence
to the Godly, e[pecially when - praitifed m a time of
common Danger and Calamity, toey that go to Dan-
ces, [hall be reproved, and of afier divers Admon;-
tions they perfift therein, they are to be excluded
from Communien.  And feveral Provincal Af-
fembiics 1n Holland, have declared thatthe {word
of Difciplme ought to be brandifhed again fuch
Offenders, as Poetius ceftifieth (In Difput, de ex-
cellis mandi, p.346, 347.) And the Reforming
Synods 1n Piland above an hundred yesis ago,
did abfolutely prohibit thefe Dances, and pre-
{cribe the ufe of Difcipline againft that evil :
Once more m the printed Difcipline of the Re-
formad Churches in Frasce, p.45. They have
this Article, Dancing is to [uppreffed, and thofe
that take the liberty or cuffom to Dance after they
have been [everal times Adponifbed (hall te Excom-
municated, when they [hew themfelves obftinase in
their Rebellion. And the Cenfiffories arve cxherted
well toput this Article into Execution, and to read
the [ame publickly in the Name of God, and in tie
“duthority of the Synods, and the [aid Syneds and
Confercnces are exhorted to take heed of and warn
inofe



T and Promifcuous Dducing:

| thsfe Confiffories thar therein do ot their Duties,

j
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| "t cenfure the Offenders for it.

Andthall Charchesin N. E. whohave had'a

‘Name to be ftri&ker and purer than other Chur-

ches,fuffer fuch a fcandalous evilamongft thera?
if all that areunder Difcipline be made fenfille

of this matter, we thall not be muchor iong 1n-

felted with a Choreutical D.emon.

Corol. 2. Such Church Mensters in N.E. as
bave feut their Children ts be Practiticnrs or Spe-
clators of mixt Dancing between youns Men and

Maiders, bave caufe to be deer!y bumbled.  But

ftand 4l a while! what a word 1s here! Charch-
Members and their Children in W.E. at mizt Drz-
ces! Be aftomifh:d O ye Heavens! without doubt 4-
brabam 15 iy novans of us, and Ifrael knoweth us nez,
If our Fathers thould 11fe out of their Graves,

they would nat own fuch Children. It has been

obfcrved by foveral learned®holy Men that Feb
giveth 1t as the Deferipuon and Chara&er

of unssdly oncs: Thev fend forth their little

ones l.ke a Fleck, and their Children Dance, they

~take the Timbrel and Harp, and rijoyre at the
t Jound of the Oigans, Jobar, 11,12, Mr. Caryls:

notc on thafe words 15, That worldly ren biced
their Children wainly, This1s all their Religion.
Thz Catschifm winich Wicked men teachiheir
Child-en 15t0 Dance and o Sag. Not that
Dancing, or Mufick, or Siigieg are in them-

folves fintul: butifthe Daneise Mafter be wick-

ed



'§f0 -~ An Afrow &:gdinff profame™ - .
tiszy are commonly abufzd to lafcivioufnefs,and
that makes them to become abominable.  But
will vcu that are Profeflors of Religion have
your Cluldrea to be thus taught 2 the Lord ex-

peds that you fhould give the Children whoare

Baptized into his Name another "kind of Edu- |

¢ation, that you fhould bring them up in the

nurture and admonition of the Lord: And do

‘younot hear the Lord Expoftulating the cale
with you, and faying, you have taken my Chl-
dren, thé Children that’ were given unto ine;
the Children that were folemnly engaged to re-

nounce the Pomps of Satan; butis’chisa lighe .

saatter that you have taken thefe my Children,
~ andimtiated chem in the Pornps and Vanities of
. ‘%ﬂ Wicked ore, contrary to your Covenant?

What will you fayjn the day of thé Lords ple ad-
believe that you have erred through Ignorance,
and not wickedly : and wée have, therefore ac-
cpunted it our Duty to infortn vou in the Truth,
1f you refolve not on Reformation, you will be
icfrinexcufable. However 1t fhall be, we have

now given our Tcftimony and delivered our:

own Souls. Confider what we fay, and the Lerd
give you underfanding in all things,

FINTIS

g~

‘1ng with you? we have that charity for youasto -
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