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¢ What, know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoft——een

For ye arc bouzht witha price ; therefore glorify GOD in your body and
in your fpirit whichare GOD'S.™ .

1. COR. vi. xix.

¢« Wherefore come out from among them and be ve feparate faith the

~ Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receiveyou, and will be

a Father unto you, and ye fhall be my fons and duugliers, faith the Lord

Almighty.”
= CORU Vi- xvﬁo'

« Ubi eft faltatis ibe eft Diabolus, Chryfoll.”
# Nemo fobrivs faltatCicero,”
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FREF ACE.

THAT we receive by tradition from our parents, reize
tivcs, or tutors 3 what we are initiated into, and the

impreflions which are made on our minds; at an early period
of life, are contendcd for with the greatet waimth, and of-
ten perfevered in with the fame integrity, as if altogerher
innocent.  Tho’ at the fame time may have a moft defiruc-
tive and baneful influence, on both body and mind, being
contrary to truth ; aud if not abandoned, will terminate in
the deftru@ion of both. The whole ungodly world, licth in
wickednefs ; that is, in the arms of the wicked one. T hey
are lulled into a lethargy: their minds are blinded by the
Gud of this world, who works with mighty energy on their
hearts, left they fhould awake to rirhteoufnefs and fin not,
lelt they thould belicve in the Lord Jefus Chrift and be favea.
I have written the following with a view to facilitate the
downfall of Satan’s Kingdom, and with a fincere defire to
affift unhappy beings in efcaping out of the fnare of the de-
vil in which they are taken, captive that they may come
to Chrilt for life and falvation,

, CeARLESTON Feb. 4. 1797.



Iny

. '
- y | .Q.“'."

. .
e o " * :
. . io & %
-
> S

CRRETRRRER PR RIRR

T T T D R A R A A TS O S SRS R

DIALOGUES, &c.

D.I AM glad of this interview with you, and having heard
of your oppofition to dancing, I fhall meet you on your own
ground, and prove its utility from the facred fcriptures. The
Hebrew verb rakad, is rendered by Buxtorf, falire, fubfalire,
to leap, to fkip, to jump, which I fhall prove to be full to
the purpofe. Had you been a member of the Church of
England, you would approve dancing yourfelf. I prefome
then the difference between us, arifes merely from educa-
tion ; but however, I fce no cvil in it, and therefore it can-
not be {in in me to pra&life it. Moreover, we may fafely
follow the example of our clergy, as they are an ¢ holy
priefthood by fucceflion.”

M. 1 will patiently hear what you can advance from
the holy feriptures in defence of dancing ; for if the ferip-
tures juftify it, you have gained your point, meanwhile,
permit me to fay that affetions are not proofs, and that the
example of yeur clergy muft not be followed, as it is con-
trary to our Lord’s example, &c. that their holinefs by fuc-
«<eflion isa cunningly devifed fable, in as much as a good
arce cannot bring forth evil fruit, that, were your clergy
holy, they would walk as Chrift walked ; and confequent-
ly would not approve dancing. 1 was alfo a member of the
Church of England, but on mature deliberation, faw that I
could not partake at the Lord's table, and at the table of
devils. I mean that I could not attend balls, plays, cards,
8c. and then, by a feigned repentance, under the mafk of
zeligion, pretend to fhew forth our Lord’s death, by coming

to
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‘20 his tabzc. Youf fccmg no. ewl in what you do, §s no prooft”
of your ibnocence, torthe God of this world; viz. (the dew
vil,} may have blinded your mind, ard your coufcience
n:ay be {o hardened, that you fee o evii in any taing that
comports with the gratification of your carnal wiid which
iis enmity againft Gad.  And as I do not obj«lt to kipoing,.
&e. 10 a modelt way, your qu fation fiou Bl:ku)l'i, d e
thing to the purpofe.  Aid 1 prefumie, the Canens ot yeur.
church do not amthorize you w live an unnoiy niy, as aill
daccers moft certainy do e 1
The da"civg now utder confideration, 1 calla praftical
{cience, the end of which, is cither emolurnent, ur e vain
and idle atufement, i
' Anu fielt, I cull 1t a feience, bucauly i{ is'a théory Confﬂ-‘“f b
n;gol a number. of sulesy arvanged 4 tegotae orders Se- 1
C%dg): 1 QRU A a praéhuml. lklcnu(, begaicde s tucory is -
nat i wdcd Lo bc 2 malter of mere lpu,‘.,ummm ;: but rather
cgufnis«-f rules which are 1o be prr o prachice.
Thirdly, 1 faid, the end of which is cither pmalumem ’
0!;;' |1Uft,mtlll st is emolun»cm 10, IhUlL 0 h(, d;ncg for h“.c,
jther in public or giivate, as will, as ia .all who . make a -
: ]L\ell.;(,()d thercot 0% teaching i, but the general defign of it
ds.mere arnufement, : |
l‘nun...\, I cail it vain amuflemcnt; becaufe it does not-

aﬁf“crtlc erid. L S : LA
Awmufementis.ncarly the fape, as d.n::rﬁon. Now diver-
fion properly fpeaking, is intended 1o reticve the body, or -
mind, trom the fcvcrity of teo intenfe labours; that after
this relief, we wiay refume our fabours  with greater-cadvansss
tage.. But dancing. wiil not de this, for it rathes fatigues, -

- and diffipates our powsis, thanrevives and (tiesgihens them; -
hence it is that-however unfit for Jlabows . perfons have been »
before dancing, they have been abuydantly. moke {0 after ity
Again I gall it_anidle amufement, becaufe it. -eriginates in !
idlenefs, and is geocrally followed by idie: peifuns.. -

« Thofu w ho are quite intent on ufefyl laboursy either of »
the bedy. _or mind, have  hutle incligation for. dancing; of »
confequence are fcldom, if ever exercifed .therein. Scconda:-
]y, it is: gquerally followed by ulls pesfons.- . Perfons maft

R 1
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-adda&co to dance, are either fuch as think they havé htdc or
»nothing elfe 10 dv,. orelfe fuch as kuow they have buiiiefs,.

~put are too- idle to do it.
Now it is this dancing, and h!S only which is 1he fub-

jc& of our prefent difpute,
D. ¢ Dancng, roay be viewed, 1. asa natu:..l manner

of exprefling our joy.

M. I anfver, it is not {5 natural a manner of cxpnﬂ’wg
it, but thar there may be dancing when there is no y)y ex~
"pi'eﬂ'rd, nor-s i o natural but lhat there may be joy eXx-
preiied whon there.is no dancing. - . . : S

And firll; it is not fo natural, but :hat ihcre ma; be dan-
Ceidg - wied” “here-lis ¢ no»;oy.»cxpucﬂld" In, idsa, the, .Jey
G Hfeh i exprefled muft be prior to the exprefiion of ity as
that joyisthe foundation on which the cxprcﬂ’iun is built,.or
th= loorce trom whence it flows. Now I afk, isit becaufe
“gancers-have tanfa 10 rejoice, and  therefore do a&ual.y x;c-
- joice, that they go to dance ip. order to exprels “that joy ?
Dis- they not-. xather dance without any prior joy exciiing
“¢hém to it? - Duthey not dance-in- general merely for the
f2ke of dancing, while their beartsare far from . re_;ou_mgtas
~the heart of an oak? 1 Nay;:do they not. ﬁcquemly -dince
- _Ancorderito: fsothiaherr. forrows, to - banifh their fears,. and -
to drive conviétion quite away? ]t is certain, then that
pirfons may dunce when no joy is the caufe of it or can'
d:e éxprefled therebye. -

*Secondly, T i notfo.natural, but that there,may be qu,
and every proper expreflion of i1, without dancing. _ When
our Lord rejoiced in fpi.it, Luke 10, 21. doub.lefs he-pro-
- perly expretled ity but did he daice in order to that end 2
“So:when the Virgin Mary fuid, my fpirit hath rejoiced in
Gad my Saviour, fhe exprefled it in a very ¢ l)alllld] man-
“per,” yer we have.no account of her dancing. A>.nn, we
:_orc totd, Acts 5. 4. That Peter and John; went. aw,gy
_rfmm the u.uncd, rqmunu vhat they wcere countgd* worthy
S fuffer thame for his name ; but it is not- faid- that they
danced in order toa full ‘and proper cjr.ptcﬂion of it. St.
FPaul-faith, Phid. 4. 10.: I rejoice .in- the Lord greatlg?b’ut

- @e gives no accountin what manner he danced to cxprefs it.
Hebrews
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Hebrews 10. 14. tells us that the Hebrew chriftians took
“Joyfully the fpoiling of their ‘goods’; and no doubt but they
.- exprefled their joy in a very natural and becoming manner,
~ though we have no account of their -dancing. Once - moxe,
swhen St.* Paul faid Phil. 4. 4. Rejoice in the Lord always,
he hardly expected the Phillippians to dance always, in
“order to exprefs it in the ¢ moft natural manney.”’

‘D. But ¢ David we aré toldin 2. Sam. vi. 14, 16: Jeap- L
" €4 and danced before the Lord with all his might.”> - . |
- M. True, but in what manner did he dance? Certainly
not in that way now under confideration. . . . .. . g '
** D. Rakad is by. Buxtorf renders ¢ falire [ubfalire, to
-Jeap, to jump, to fkip. This verbis ufed in Plal. CXiv. 43
6. where it is faid-the nountains fkipped like rams, and the

Jittle hiflslike Tambs: Aod inPfal, xxix.. 6. defcribing the

awful effc@s'of lightning arid thunder under the idea of the
voice of Jehovah which roakes the cedars of Lebanon to fkip
Jike a calf. Lebanonand Sigion like 2 young unicorn. And
in its participle form in 1. Cron. xv. 29. Michal the daugh-
ter of Saul looking out at a window, faw king David danc-
3ng and playing.” ’ ' AR P e,

M. Obferve, the dancing of David before the ark confifted
of leaping, jumping and fkipping : of {kipping like rams |
and young lambs : of fkipping like 2 calf and a young uni- -

* gorfi + ‘and-therefore it is nothing to the prefent-purpole, fec-
ing it bears no refemblance to the dancing taught by dancing
mafters, which is prohibited by me and fome others. And
that the dancing of David was of the fort ‘mentipped . abowe,

~ and not.of that genteel and fathionable fortpow in ufe among :
“princes and’ others, -appears  from the fneers and contempt
which-. Michal fhewed on’ the occafion. . For it is faid, -
g Sam. vi. 16. That when - Michal faw king David leap-
ing -and dancing before: the Lord,. the defpifed him in her

- heart. And the reafon fhe gave for this is mentioned ver. 2o.
Becaufe he uncovered himlelf to dav in the eyes of the hand- .

~ maids of his fervants, as ong of the vain fellows fhamelefsly |
uncovereth himfelf. It was therefore on account of his un-
cavering himfelf, and leaping and fkipping in a moft inartifi-

‘ Gial

-~
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Sal and ruftic manner, which caufed Michal to defpife hirm,
and 10 upmand hun with imitating the vain and thamelefs

fellows.

D. « We are told (Judges Xi. 3, §.jthat ]epma returning
from the ﬂaughtcr of the A nmonities, was met by his dauoh(cr
and  her compamons with timbrels and with dancpq

M. With regard to this paffage T obferve fizft, that the
inftance i is fo remote, and the circumitances are fo dirferent,
that if we allo w it to be any argument in favor of modern
dancmg, it toult be owned to be a very far fetched one.  But
I do not allow it to be any argument atall; for the dancing
which you approvr, and w ‘hich ycm attempt to defend as in-
nocent, is artificial danung ¢ that is, the d.mcmg which 1s
taught and pra&lfcd by art.. But wﬂl you [ay thar there was
any Iuch?l?mﬁg m fl'raé’* in thé days of the Judges? T be-
hC\;‘:’ydu will not. And yet you will allow, thcre was that
among them which we call dancing ; fuch as leaping, jimp-
ing, fkipping, &c. by which the pcnplc exprefled their g.ad-
nefs on a great variety of occafions : and this, or fomcthnrg
llke ity . was thc dancmg of J= plhah s daughter and her com-

pamons' ‘
.k But they came with timbrels ; therefore it muft bo :
danung by rule, Rcmg it was dancm<7 wifth, mufic.”. o

M. 1 an(wer, it 1§ ccl"farnYha’f the mhiifie of {ho’fe txmes;. '
and: long affcr, Wiasas: rude, Ah& ivartificial as their dancing
poffibly could-be, and therefore I conclude that their dancing
muit be cqually inartificial, and of confcquence that it bore
no analooy to the dancing now in difpute. The truth of the.
miaticr feeiis to be thist Jépthah returning from the ﬁaugh- |
ter of the Ammionites, his daughter“and her’ ‘companions:
went out to meet him, playing on timbrels, and with fuch
other expreffions of joy as bccame their fex, and the folem=.
nity ot the occafion.

D. * But it isfaid 1 Sam. xviii. 6. 7. that ¢ the women
came out of .all thecities of Iirael; {ingingand dancing, with

tabrets, with joy; and with inftruments of mufic, - and théy ;
anfwered as they played and f{aid, Saul hath ilam has thous

fandsy and David his ten thoufands.”
M. Now on this paifagc I obferve ﬁrﬁ, that it s ful the

B oo . womsh,

.rv"
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-wwonien came ‘out of all the tribes of Ifrael: ‘that is, they
camwe in great multitudes, even thoufands npon thoufands.

Now if we add to thefeall the men who came before them,

w‘i\th" tkem,and after them, there muft have been quite too many
for artificial dances; for we allknow that in fome dances-2 fin-
gﬁ_é-’cq‘;;';le will occupy the greatcft part of a confiderable room.
Wow if there were only twenty thoufand prefent, it muft tike
up the whole fide of a country, to maake fufficient room for
fuch a number to dauce regularly and artificially.Secondly, thefe
dancers muft be uncommoniy induftrious in their dancings ;
for they muft {irft obferve tune and time in playing with their
hands : and fecondly attend to all the diverfity of fteps in ar-
{ificial dancings with their feet, and make the refponfes with
fhéir voices, fome of them crying, Saul hath flain his thou
~finds, ‘¥nd " ‘others -;éf;fyir{g,_liDaﬁid':ﬁis tens of thoufands ;
witteh 16 coo abfrd to be Fugpoled ; “But the truth feems ra-
{lier to be this. When the people had heard what Saul and
: Eavid had done, they ‘gathered together in multitudes from
At pacts; and exprelled their joy in a promifcuous manner,
and with {uch triumphant founds and motions as cannot pof-
. {ibly Be exprefled by artificial ‘dancing.” R
D. ¢ It is written ‘Exod. xv. -20, 2I. that Miriam the
'i)rophctcTS, the fifler of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand,
and all the women went after her with timbrels and. with
Jances ; and Miriam anfwered them, Sing unto,Jehovah, for
he hath triumphed glorioufly. . May we not fuppofe that Mi-
riatn and her company of women formed themfelves into a
feperate choir, and that their joyous motions were regulated :
by.mufic, vocal and inftrumental, while they repeated the
‘fijundphant words of the ‘twenty-firft verfe2” -

M. I anfwex, we have no reafon to beliéyc.it_n'y fuch thiné,
quite the contrary, . To make this appear, let us firlt con-
fider the ftate of the Hebrews, both wen and women. A
little before this, they were in abfolute flavery in Egypt,
where their four fathers had been for four hundred and forty

“§ears. Secondly, that-for along time, they had fuffered
" ‘moft cruel. oppreflions, .which .were intended; not only to
orevent their flourifhing, but even to deltroy them. To
3 : ' . this
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tkiis end they -were appointed to labour in the moit ferviles
employment of making bricks. And lcft this fhould not
opprefs them enough, they were obliged to make the fulk
guantities,., even Without ftraw, fo that the ‘men may with
great:propricty be: called the brickmakers of Egypt, and the
women; the brickmakers miothers, wives, filters, and daught-
ers,.. Now - was it ever known that fuch womenrwerc great
adepts at artificial mufic and dancing. . And can we {fuppofe
that while- the men were toiling under the rod - of their taik-
"mafters, their women were improving under the. tuition of
their dancing mallers! Even while their-cries .and groans:
were entering. into the cars 6f the God of heaven It is
certain,ithen; thatunlefs: they- did this, they-could.-kuow
“wothing of artificial mufic, aiid dancing, and whatever mufic
and-dancing was found amongt them, muft be of the loweft
and moft inartificial kind ; and the fuppoflition that Mirtam
-and her compatiy of womef, formed themfelves intd afepa-
rate choif, as our modern damcersdo, is quite groundlefs, For
all we can fuppofe they did; was to found i a rude and art-
tlefs manncr, the imperfect inftruments-they brought out of
-Egypt, and to thew fuch other demonﬂmnors of joyy
‘as is natural to a -poor and< opprdfed pcoplc, Juﬁ* cﬁ:apcd
~out of the jaws of deftructioni-s - >

D. ¢ Bat David in Pfalimi 30. 11. fays, Thou hafl ¢ turn-
ed my mourning into dancing.”

* M. I anfwer, in the old tranflation, which is in :many
‘refpe&s by -far the belt, it is rendered; ¢ I heu-haik turned .
my heavinefs into joy.- ~And the topy: of the--72 anciently;
as well as now read it &15 charan, into joy, and fo is follow-
ed by the latin, Syriac,and Arabic. D. Again it isfaid, in Pfal,
‘149. 3. Let them *¢ praife-his name in the dance.”

M: I an{wer, the marginal reading is, Let them praifc his
“name ‘with the pipe ; fo in Plalm 150. 4. the margin reads
it with the pipe. So that neither of thefe are zmy t}\mg 40
“the purpofe. Lo oo
= :D: «-Again, Pfal. 87. 7. is rendered by Bux&orf in hns He-
‘brew Lexicon, *Ef cantantes ecqua ac irip#diantes : i. e. As

well the fimgers as the ¢ dancers {hail be there.” .
M. To this Tanfwer as the text is ;. as well the ﬁngers
" A9
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as the players on-inftruments fhall be'there ; fee Dr. Ham-
" monds paraphrafe ¥ ¢¢ but the lingers as well as the minftrels
fhall come, &c.”" From what has been faid, it is evident that
tieré is wothing faid in the above about dancing, cither of
one fort or ano. bher.

1), + Agidin from the 2bove paffages we may conclude,
that dancing was praltiled in the reiigions worthip of the
Jewith church, a.d that it was conncéted withyand regula-
ted by mufic,. both vocal and inltrumental.”

M. I anfwer, that no fuch thing appcars from any paflage
which has been. quoted, and that is was 1o part of the reli

gious worfhip of tke Jewifh church, appears fiom hence;
that thougn we have a full and particutus account of allthe

officerscof the . Labernacle ands Temple, we have no account
oﬁzz-hé?daﬁéers,wi{l;cr-'maQeﬁ or others. "In-1. Chron.. 15
18. we are told that Zacheriah, Ben Jaziel, Shenirameth,
Jehial, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, &c, wae the heads of the
porters, then over the fingers,Heman, Afeph, and Ethan, were
appointed to found with cymbals of brafs.. Lhen Zechariah,
Aziel, Shemiramoth, were over the Plalteries on ihe.Ai;ammh,
Mattithiah,&c. were over theharps on thcSheminith to excell.
Chenanizh, chicf of the Levites, was for, o over the fong,
becaufe he was {killful. Berechiah ard Elkanah, were door-
kuepers for the ark, and Shebaniah, &c. did blow ;hé trumpets.
“We have here a diftinét account of all the fervices, and
officers of the "I'abernacle and temple, even from the high="
eft prieft down to the mcaneit porter, and particuliarly of the
feveral forts of mufic, and the malters thereof, bnt we have
not one fyllable concerning. dancing mafters. ;- which is an
infallible proof that theic were no fuch beings employed in

any part of the ¢¢ religious worfhip of the Jewifh chusch.”

D. ¢ The uext feripture is, Matt. 11. 15, where our Lord
faith, ¢« We have piptdand ye have not danced.”

M. To this I aufwer, if the dancing irere fpoken of, is
t6, -be underflood literally, we muft fay that our Loid and
the Baptilt literally piped : which was not ‘the cafe. All
therefore, that can be meant, is that there was fomething in
the preaching of Chrift and the Baptift, which bore fome .

refemblance to childien piping to their fellows 3 aud fome=
thing
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thing in the Jews, which refembled the ethers refufing t®:

dance. : |
D. ¢ Again in Matt. 14. 6. we are informed that ¢ the .

daughter of Herodias  erohesato danced and pleafed He=
g0l : |

M. She did, and by fodoing, was the canfe ok one of the
greateft murders ever committed on earth.

Would you ferioufly propofe the dancing of a ftrumpet,
before a debauched and -an adulterous king, as an example
for chriftians to imitate ¢ What mult the religious matron,
and thofe who are comrsumnicants too, teach their daughters
to dance~as e daughter-of- Herodias did ? Shudder at the
fhoughvs: b : i
" D. ¢ Again St. Luke mentions, chap. 5. 25. that the
return of the prodigal fun was ceicbrated in his fathers houfe
with mufic kas chocon and dancing.” :

; M. On this palfage 1 obferve firlt, that the whole flory
i§ 2 merée parable, as every one ought to know, fecondly, that
in all parables a great variety of circuftances are introduced,
only for the fake of making the parrative complete, and’
thirdly, that fer this purpofoiinﬁancés“-'érg_:_.'fom_etimes intro-

duced; for wildanthmora¥ puspofes, which in themfelves arc
unwife and imihor3l; - Tdke one inftance. The Lord is
faid to commend the unjuft fleward. Now wounld you not
fhudder if you heard any one recommend injuftice, becaufe
the “Lord is faid to do-it{ And yct there is better reafon
for fo doii:g,' than for recommending dancing from-what, is
faid in this parable ; feeing it is not, either here or clfewhere
faid in the Bible that the Lord commended dancers or dan-
cings.

D.  But there is a paffage in the A&s, viz. 3. 8. ¢ which
‘militates in favour of dancing, as being ap innocent ex-
preffion of joy, dnd even ‘allowable in fome circumitances, -
in religious worfhip.” : R
" M. (One would think that the grand argUme"rit remained
which fhould give ftrength and weight to all the’ refl, but I
think it is the weakeft of all, however let it be examin-

ed.) ’
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D. © The impotent man who had never- walked, being
smiraculoufly -¢ndued with ftrength, in his limbs by Peter,
in the name of Jefus Chrifl,. leaped up from the ground
-where he had lain, ftood-and walked; and his loving grate-
£l heart, urging him publicly to acknowledge the incflima.
ble favour, he enterced into the Temple with Peter and jolm:

“got.only Walking, but leaping-and praifing God.”.
-~ "M. On this paflage I. obferve,. firft, that the impotent
fman is Taid to be o lume from his mother’s womb, that he
avas carried wherever he went, of confequence he never
could be undér-the tuition of a dancing mafler 3 fccondly,
that when he was reftored, he leaped up, flood, and waiked
"and entered ipto the Temple walking, leaping, and praif

ing God. Now it isallowed that the Gieck verb allsmai |

fadiz;+1+leap: op jump from ~which the-participles «/lomencs

Jeiping; and eeallsmesios’ teaping up'; -comes from ‘the He- .
brew verb calal, fuliare, tripudiare to lcap, to dance, to-

«fkip along. 1}t is known thatevery interpreter, orcommen-
tator; &c. oughtto chufe that term which beft agrees with
the {ubjeft under confideration, and not that which does not
agree with it at all.  But the terms, 'wa‘.'king, and: leaping,.
Dbelt agree with the lame man entering into the Temple, In

a joyous mavnner, immediately after receiving fo miraculous:

a cure, and therefore our tranilators muft be in the right in
sendering the words'walking' and leaping, and praifing God.
But fuppofé they had rendered ‘them walking and dancing,
&ec. 1 thould be glad to know what fort of dancing it was;
~whether artificial, or inariificial 2 1f it was artificial, con-
filing of minuets, jigs, hornpipes, or country danees, 1 fhall
de glad to. know firlt, who was the dancing mafter that
‘taught him " And {ccondly, who were his partners! furely
syou will not{ay that' Peter and John, were either the one
ot the other !. tho’ they were the only perfons we have a;xy
account of, who fpake to him, took him by the hand, lifted
him up, and walked with him into the Temple. I if was
foartificial dancing, confifting of leaping, jumping, and fkip-
. p;,;g,;.,,;b;d it 1s nothitig to the pu;péfe ; for I allow children
jﬂéﬁﬁ,ﬂtjp, and jump, to exercife theirlimbs, and unbend
their minds, and preferve their health and vigour of fpirit.f

-~ D.
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D. ¢ But dancingmay be confidered as an -art whereby
we are taught good carriage, a graceful-and eafy way of mo-
ving our limbs; and a genteel manner of addrefs.” :

M. T-anfwer thefe may. be }earnt _without the help of a
dancing.mafter ; inftance, multitudes of the.rich Quakers,
bothi male and female; for tho’ thefe. hold dancing in abom-
mation, ‘yet it is 2 fa&t that thoufands of them have as good a

« earriagey, a graceful and eafy way of moving their limbs,
rand as ‘gentecl a manner of addrefs as any who. have fpent
-inuch-time and money, undes the -inftru&tion of a dancing
mafter. (And T might have. added, much morc modefty.}
“The means ufed by the Quakers to.give children good carriage
&c. may;if.attended.go by parents,.-and. teachers, have the
fame effeton others. ‘This.I: knew by experience, for the
young ladies who were under my wifc’s tuition in England,
were admired for their genteel carriage and addrefs ; ard it
was frequently afked who is their dancing malter, tho’ they
had never been inftru&ed by any, but only taught how
walk, to enter, and toleave a‘room, &c. by S—h P—s.

D.. ¢ But dancingis conducive to health.” i

M. What, artificial dancing, taughtbya dancing mafter?
With regard to health, I muft beg leave. to. abferve furdier,
that forzeyery fingle perfon: whi has fuffered® in.his healib
for wafit of learning to dance, . there have been thoufands
who have loft both health and life together by mcans of dan-
cing ; to fay nothing of the numberlefs ABORTIONS caufed
shereby, in adults. Inftance, Mifs H—1, who went from
Charlefton to-vifit her: friends. in, the country ,-wchere a.dance
coft her, her life. She was a young tady i ‘the’ bloom of -
life, and of a very! amiable difpofition ; are parents devoid of
fceling 2. Or why do they not renonnce this abomiinable
praltice? And the Rev,-Mr. J—n’s, daughter foft her life,
thrp’ a.dance ; and fo have many others. = - :
- D. “ You have had your child tauglt to read, and yom
avifh him, or h.er,.to..contra'&' a fondnefs for reading. Y&
are-atlaft gratified in your with. But the only books. your
fon will read, are the loofelt novels and; plays. w’hlch -he can
Jay his hands on, &e. &c. Was it wron "‘tb' hiive had thefe
children tapght rcading in their childh'oc'id," ‘becaufe they now
make a bad ufe of the cducation they then reccived #*7
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M. 1 anfwer, the cafeis in no wife paralicl ; for rzading
is one of the moft excellent and ufeful accomplithments, any
parent’ ¢an give his fon; and whether the fon makes a-right
or wrong ufeof it, the parent is to be commended for having
perforied & moft neceffary duty towards his child, if there-
fore the fon abufe the benefit, he only is té blame.  Forinz
ftance, if a parent puts a pious book into the hands of his
“fofi; that le may improve by ir, in the knowledge of reli-
gion, the parent is to be hizhly commended for what he has
done ; but ifthe fon throwsit into thefire, he only is blame-
worthy. But this cannot be faid of dancing, fecing asI have
fhewn above, it is in itfelf, an unneceflary qualification, and
feeing the evils attendant on it, are not abufes thereof,. but

“follow aimoft of unavoidable confequence : {o that the parent

is the original caufe of them all.
. D._¢Butrwe. do-sot mean by any-thing we have faid to en-
coumgc\oo Hefend the pradtive ofn&cqucmmg balls,” affem-
blies, &c.. we: know how dangerous fuch entertainments are
for young minds.” _

-M. Is it not.furprizing then, you do not Tee that whatever

“hasany tendency towards.it muft be of dangerous confe 'quen~

ce and that learning to dance, in children has this tendency 2

D. But children without dancing contra& ungraceful auki
ward habits of fitting, {tanding and walking. :

M. To this I anlwer, who  ftand or walk with .more
gracefuinefs and aceuracy than the. common well. difciplined
Toldiers.in the-marching regimsats: Who :ftand more exa& ?
Who ufe their.hands, arms, legs and feet, with more exa&®
propriety ? and yet, though they were aukward and clown-
ifh to the laft degree till they were even grown. up. m*'m'am
hood, with anly, 1 the inftrultion of a corporal. and.a. fcrjcant,
who themfclvcs,,were abfolutely clowns a few years. before,
all their 2ukwardnefs and clownifhnefs is perfeély removed.
Naw I Ibould have a very. poor opinion of parents and teach-
ers who COlﬂi oot do.as, rauch by precepts and cxamplcs, as
- ferjeant and: corpo:al <an_fo. cxpedmouﬂy do for 3 Nufit-

-bet of clownifh recrpitgi ;oo .0
At ..D, “ But a dancmg maﬁer can teach thnfc thmgs fooner
an&ﬁatier."’ . R R . - M.

“\*3“0 v *
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M. T deny this. Tor they wnay be taught much fooner and 28
well by the parent or wutor &c. who have not to attend to
the particular bows, forapes, fteps and capers, of the different
dances, but only to what is eil:ntial to the bufi, ¢fs in hand.

D. ¢ But experience affures u¢, that mufic greatly aiii.le
¢hem in receiving inilrullions, tierctore the ufe of muilc
c¢annot be prohib’ucd.”

M. Whatever ufe mafic may be of in learning to dance
thinuers, &c. the common foldiers in a marching regimenty
the genteel Curakers, and thoufands befides, thew thatit is
Aot neceflary in order to a good caniage. 1 caunot fce what
ticed there is of mufic in order to teach 2 chid, or a grown
perlon to Rtand ere&, to adjuit the difcrent imembess of his
on the heely to op 0 o thit a door, &,

‘ .
budy, to turn up
the brayings of 2 af-, or "he {quuails

Ir [ am not miitaken,
of a parrot, are as much connedted with thife as the funds

of the flute or the violin.  But letus fuppole fur argnmeng,
{ike, that dancing isa little thing, do we not know that the
little foxes will ruin the vine, Cant. ii. 15. and that he who
contemneth (matl things thall fall by litle and little, Eccl.

3

Sus and fcandalous ev
But the daughter of an adulteref(s 5

Ker teach her daugiter prayer, not dances.’
# YWhat modefty can there be where dancer

2 noifc‘mgether' i R i . :
3. Hicron faith, «Where the timbrels found, the pipe

drakes a noife, the harp chatters, the cymbuls itrike toge~
ther, what fear of God can their be 2" H.e(an lib. conire
Helid. : .

*~gt. Chryfoltom faith, Where wanton dancing is, there
éertainly the devil is prefent 3, for Go.l hata not ‘giv.e‘n us
Jegs to dance but that we {hould walk mod:(tly. not (kip Lke
dimiels; butif the body bé pothited by d.zt;};'ipg.i.m."pfli{cntiy,
how muoch more may the foul be thought to be defiled ? “T'he
devil Hasiceth in thefe dances.™ Sce Hom. 49. on Matt,

' St. Balit ith, ¢ Mo and womea togetier entering into
| C  Gommon

9’i‘hle Primitive Fahers (poke of danding as 2 moft atro e
il ; fo 3t. Ambrole ; None may danze
but th: who is chalte, let
* Aucain, faith hey
s fhiick and make



T 8 ]

evrmanion dances, having delivered their fouls to the drunken
devil, wound one another with the pricks of unchafte affcc-

" tions: profufe laughter is cherifhed, and filthy fongs, mere

Mer

tricious habits inviting unto petulancy are there ufed. Laugh-
¢t thou, and delightelt thou thyfelf with an arrogant dclight,

whereas thou oughteft to pour out tears and fighs for what is :

paft.  Doft thou ftir thy feet and caper furioully, and dance
Unhappily, whereas thou oughteft to bend thy kneesin pray-
er.” Sce Orat. contra, Ebr. St. Augufline faith, ¢ Every
caper in a dance is a {tep into a deep jakes.”  Befides thele
we have large accounts of dancing being condemned and pro-
hidited by councils and fynods in former ages. In the coun-
¢il of Laodicea it was decreed that chriltians fhould not go to

weddings &c. (“habare vek faltare) bleat or dance: but fup

or dine chaftely as becometh chriftians. See c. §2.

“The univerfal council of Conftantinople, &c. forbad
dancing, efpecially at weddings. Afted. :

Befides thefe, dancing has been condemned by 2 great num-
ber of other councils, &c.. too numerous to mention.—And
alfo by Peter Martyr,’ Erafmps,--Pcllican,.Calvin, Ariftotle,
Seneca, Macrobius, Sallustius, Plautus, Polux, &c. Pope
Clement V. Innocent HI. &c. To thefe 1 fhall add a
few more of thofe chriftians whobore teftimony a gainft danc-
ing. The ancient Waldenfes, it is faid, make dancing to be
a breach of the Ten Commandments.  Angel de Clavafio,
is foll upon the point. Quem. vide, page 55. where he
makes dancing a mertal fin.

“Cardinal Bellarmine inveighs very bitterly againft it, and
tites thé authorities both of the Greek and Latin Fathers as
on his fide. “Con. 6. 3.-19. 20. 21. :

_The titular Bithop of Geneva, (S. Fr. Sales) is very fe-
veie, but at laft concludes that they (dancings) are like mufh-
yooms, the beft are bad and dangerous, at lealt nothing
worth. Sce Sales TIntrod. _
" Cardinal Barrowmeus faith, when he was a young man at
the Univerfity, he and his companions prevailed with one. of
their profeflors, a grave young man, to go with them to a
ball, who obfcrved—=&c. told them it was an invention of the
: : devil
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devil 1o deftroy fouls. See Author of .the Education of 2
young Gentleman. Mr. de Rhodez faith, ¢ Nothing doth*
more diflipate the fpirits than the ruvithiog harmony of danc-
ing, and charms of women.”—Doubtlefs it wasa conviction
_of this which caufed Cicero long before to fay, Nems Jebrius
Jaltat. No modelt man danceth.

I thall only add what Mr. Chambers fays, viz. that Cicero-
reproached Gabinius on account of dancing, that Tibcrius
expelled the dancers out of Rome ; and that Domitian ex-
cluded feveral members from the Senate for having danced.
See Chambers’ Cyclopeedia. . We have many inftances of
loter date which mention the great diitrefs which dancers .
have felt when near death ; how they blamed theic parents;
&e. '

Having confidered your arguments and the feriptures you

have advanced in favor of dancing, f cannot cornciude with-
out a few obfervations on the great impropriety of Chrittian
Parents permitting their children 1o lcarn to dance.

As thefc parents defire their own: fulvation, it would be
abfurd to fuppofe that they did hot alfo defire thé falvation-
of their children. In order tothis end, they muft wifh them
tc be bible chrifiians, i. e. they mult with them to betho-
youghly acquair.ted with the principles of - our holy religion;
poffefs the tempers,.. and ‘walk -in all “the ways defcribed
therein. And if they wifh thisin carneft, they will thirk
it their duty to warn and guara them againft whatever may
have the [malleft tendency to divert tiicir atiention, and draw
thers afide from thefe important concerns. Now onemean
of this, moft - certainly is dancing ; which will be evident
~from the fullowing confidsrations. Firlt, it is the duty of
every chriftian parent, to ufe all poffible means to bring up
his child in the inftru&@ion and di[ciplilwc of the Lord ; to
inform him that it is his duty to Jove God with his whole
heart, foul, mind, and ftrength, and his neighbour as hirr-
felf. That this is commanded by the ALMIGHTY Gobp.’
Now that he may be brought to be thoroughly acquainted with
this important duty, the parent ought to endeavour to fix his
child’s attention, and to caufe him to think. as clofely of it

as bis capacity will admit. 1ln ordex to this great end, the
- parent

4 '
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parcm ought to zuard his child ag'mﬂ cvery thmo' which wilh
divert his attention, and turn his. thoui_,hts into a quite dificr-
ent: channel.  Now it is infallibly certiin, that fetting him,

to icarn” to dance has this tendeicy, asit fills lis mind with
thovghts of 1he pleafing amofement, and, of various other

particulars conneéed with ii. Lt is therefore no. \mnder, :

t‘hat {6 many pwtcﬂmg c:.nliran parents have Cauﬁ. to Come-

-plam, that tieir chiidren, even thefe who are ten, twelve,,

or rourtcen, years of age, are moreignorant of &Gud, and,
thea fclves, (having oppufid the dictates of confuience) tham
it the y were fo many young Hottentots ! which is tcally
the cafe of mulutudesof thens, particularly of ‘the young

dancers, and thofe who follow the fathionabl & vices of the

age:. Waere then is the pradence, the confcience, the fear

of God, the lovc, the (’uty that fuch parents owe to their

'Qﬂ(’v,

_ qhnldren.- 3&1 putfmg Tuch ﬁumblmg blocks in their way, ag.

to prevert theis t;kag onc ftep towards'the kingdom of glo-
1y.. Sccondly, I childien as foon as they know how to

rctufc the evil, and to choofe the good, are accountable to.
- God for, their a&aonq, it 1hey are free agents, if their obes. -

dlcncc or difobedience dcpcnds on a right or wrong ufe of

“their morai. free agency, how neceflary §s it that. they fhould.
be guarded trom tne evil, and be exhorted to cheofe the

good That having. done wrong, the parent may, vy feafon-

-able rcproofs and kind admonitions, caufe them 10 icel fur-

h?“

row, and matne. Wiich bung attendcd by a lmly mourning,
at.d truc u)mu,mn, ma) be produ&wd’*‘ot that repentance

unto life which niedeth not to be repented of. And the

parcnt muft do this without dtl.a) , knowi ing that a&ual’ fin
xcnd-ts them gpxhy before God, a'nd obnoxxons Q" ‘his di-.
ymc d\fpleafure 5 and that they may cchrxcm.c this Iepen=.
tance untd life, parents “sught to giard them againit cvery

: ;thmg we ch has the fmalleit ‘tendency to prevent ‘it ; ; and.
~ caufe them o, uﬁ: evcry mean to raile and perfe® it.  But
,,wull teadung them to- dance do this? Have the founds.

. ‘g‘t:thc vi.l, the hght airy. frothy capcrs and mﬂrué'hons of

ancmg maﬁer any tcndency this. way. P “The cafe is to0,

: qbv;ous o rcqmrc an anfwcr, or cven 2 moment’s conﬁdcra-

_\g.wn 5 fdr wery man, woman, and child, fees at: once, that.
- ' ~the

-
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the only tendency of fych things, muft be to driye. 3)L penix
tential forrow far away.

Tuirdly, Prayeralfois a moft neceffary duty incumbent
on all children whe.are capzbiz of it, and they oyght to ba
taught this, as foon as they know goed from cvil. They
oughtalfo to be taught that the heast fhonld be engaged
therein, and alfo that they muft be in good earneft, fecing
God is the rewarder of thofe only, who diligently feek him.

Purents ought to bz very cautions how they engage theit
children in.any thing which tends 10 caufe or cncreafe, in
them, an-averfion to prayer I If they would do this, they muﬁf |
keep them from dancing,and 4il other vain amufcment.  As
nothiug can be wure oppolite than the {pisit of prayer and the
fpirit of dincing. e :

 Fourthly, In order to our {alvation, whether wc are pa-

- yents or i:h.ildx'cnx, there muft be a seliin for all the ordinances
of God. We mui dulight ‘1 the word and facrament, in
bearing, reading, and meditation, aud alfo in converling
with the followers uf Chrift. Now I afk, cven thofe pa-
rents who fuffer toeir children 1o dence, if they think that

dancing has any tendency this way ?  Partial 2s they are,
they cannot but own the contrary ; they cannot buf own
that, if their children-fpoke freely,. they would own that
they have 2 thouf#hd times more plcgfu_rc in" hcaring th;
mufic of their dancing mafter, than in hearing any minifter
of Chriit 5 and that hzlt an hours coaverfe with the people of
God, 'oxj_ even with religious children, about any thing feri~
ous, would be irkfome 1o them, while the conv_cr'fa_tiqn_.o_f
their conpanions in dancing, would for hours together, be
the very joy of their hearts,

Fifthly, Asthe work of our falvation is 2 matter cf ihe
moft fericus voncern, parents. ought 10 teach their chiidren
to be ferionfly engaged thercin, to think, pray, read, and hear
the word in the mait fericus manncr, and thus to grow m
wifdom aud in ftature, and in favour with God and men,
until thev arriveat the meafure of the ftature, of a perfe&t

“man in Chrit Jefus. Has dancing any tendency to pro-
mote this ferioufnefs?. Is it not rather as, great an antidote
aguinft it, as czn be poffibly conccived? For what can_bea

- gnoye cficétual guard againt, even 2 {erious thought, than tlie
| appearance
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appearance and performance of adancing {chool, or 2 bail:
rouni, plays, horferraces, cards, &c.

Sixthly, Every parent who withes the p:efent and eternal
welfate of hischiidren, ought to teach them to fet God al-.
ways before their eyes; to remember, thar he is about their.
bed, and about their path and {pieth out all their wa)s ;.
that there is not 2 word in their tonguc, nor a thought in
their hearr, bat he knoweth it altogether.  Now as thisis
really the cale, ought not children, long betore the time they
are capable of learning to dance, to- be inthiu&ed in, and
deeply xmpreﬂ'ed with a {enle of this moft awtul truth 2 But
if inttead of doing this, we lcnd them to learn dam.mg, and
other worldly amufemcnts what wondzr that they can fpend.
daysaad weeks, it not montks and years, without having,
God in all their thoughts !

~Seventhly, That parent is moft (hamefully wanting wha
does not teach his children to redeem their time. 1he great
work of anfwering the end of our creation, which is to
manifelt the glory of God, and thereby, to fecure’ eternal
life, is not the bufinefs of a moment. We vught to begin
it as foon as we are capable of knowing good from evil, and-
earncitly purfue it all vur days. Ir fo, what time for learn-
ing to dance in cur youth, and for following it atterwards?
Certainly none at all. The mighty congerns we ail have
on our hands, demand all our attention, all our care, and all
our endeavours, and therefore, he who f{quanders away any
partof his momentary exiitence, knows but littie of the im-
portance either of tiine, or cternity. 8thly Every wife parent,
who withes to preferve his children from deitrection, will
endeavour toinftil into them, adeep fenfe of their danger.
To this end, he muit inform them, that their adver fary
the devil, asa roaring lion walketh about fecking whom he
may devour, and then muft ftrongly urge them to take to
themfelves the whole armour of God, that they may be able
to ftand in the evil day ; and that they ought to watch in
all things, leit their mexpcnenced hearts {hould be bcgmlcd
by the fubtlity of fatan. Suppofe the parent, after giving
{uch folemn, fuch neceffary admonitions, fhould talk’ of

fending thefe children toa dancing fchool, or fuffer them
to
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¢o frequent balls, or to appear at the public, fo called, &e.
could they poflibly think he wasin garneft? Could they
think their parent believed one word of the danger he had been
fpeaking to them of #  For, would they not naturally con-
clude, if he really believed the caution he had been giving
them, he could not be fo inconfiftent as tor with them to
learn or fee any thing which fo naturally tends to alienate
their minds ffom God, and to fet them off their guard.

* Niathly, The parent who withes well to his children
muft guard them againft conformity to the world. For if
he is wife, he will fee how enfnaring the vanities of the
world are to youthful minds, therefore he will daily, and
almoft hourly, be ringing in their ears. Be not conformed
to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your minds ; for all that is in the world, the lud of the fleth
thp lult of the eye, and the pride of life, (that is, the defire
of the pleafure of the outward fenfes, of the pleafures of the
imagination, all that pomp in clothes, houles, furniture, &c.
which generally procure honor from the bulk of mankind,
and fo gratify pride and vanity,) is not of the father,.but is of
the world ; and the world paffeth away and the Juft thereof.
Now if a parent really defires his children to ftand clear in
this refped, will he, can he put them under the tuition of a
dancing malter, whofe very profeifion is to {ow, water, and
bring up to maturity the feeds of folly and vawty.

Tenthly, A wile and humble parent cannot but wifh that
his children may learn of Chrilt to be meek and lowly of
heart, thar they may find reft unto their fouls ; and will with
them to appear (o in all their outward deportment.  And
muft urge them to this by telling them that God refilteth
the proud, but givegh grace unto the humble. But fuppofing
after all thole important warnings, and admonitions ; Mifs
is told that fhe is going to learn to dance, and that fhe muft
mind her mafter and be very clever, and that fhe muft not
fuffer herfelf to be excelled by the firft lady in thefchool 5
moregyer,when fhe comes home fhe muft give her mamma, and
pappa afpecimen of her improvement, (i.e. if the gocs abread
to learn,) and if all is not done to a nicety, therc is this tault”

in her carziage, and ten or twenty mere in her ungenteel 2p-
: - pearance.

-
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pearance. i afk after this, What notion can this yoting lady
$i'ocallgd) have of the letures on humility fhe fo lately and
o often received 2 Will fhe not thisk that humility is of
no greht importanice ? Or elfe that her parents are dread-
fully inconfiitent.
; Elcvcmlﬂy, It is the indifpenfable duty of all chriftians,
both parents and children, to deny themfives, and to take
up their crofs daily, and follow Cirift.  Qught not pa-
rents then to fabour to initil into their citidren a true not ion
of the neceflity of this? And oa:he they not likewife to en-
deavour to give them a habit of doing it, befors the princi-
pal of felf-indulzepce takes too deep ot within them? -
afk, has learning to dance any fuch tendency ¢ Qoire the re-
verfé, 25 Eveéry one may [ee at firft visw. Hznce the gene-
rality of ihiole who are ufed to follow danving and dancing
mafters,have no more defiré to fotlow Chrift in the regenera-
t:w_n,thnn to fink into the bottom of the fea.

T welfthly, Parents who are not flothful in bafine(s, but ra-
ther labour to be ufeful members of fociety, ought to bring
up their children in fucha manner, that they alfo may be ufc-
ful in their day and generation. But ¢f what ufe can it be;
either to themfelves or others that they are taught to dance ?
~With refpect to themfelves, will it either in their childhoood
or at any other time be 2 mean of helping them to glority’
God in their bodies and (pirits in thislife, or add one pearl
to their crown in that which is to come? And as to others,
what will they be the better £ar onr learning to dance? Will
it give more weight to our inftru@ions, warnings andadmoni-
enable us or our children to caufe our light, our
to (hine before men, that they feeing our good
ey may glority our Father whojts in
g of this kind is,or can be expected.
(tian parents are taught to glorify
fpirits which are his, and that
diinking, and in whatever
h their children to do the
dance do this ? Who will
ane, as to fay, achild
g to dance ! Or, that a

tions ? will it
chriftian light,
" works, bpth' we and th
Heaven? Certainly nathin
, Thirteenthly, As all ch.i
God with their bodies ahd their
they muft do this in eating and
elfe they do, they ought to teac
{ame. But will teaching them to
be fo abfurd, fo ridiculous, fo proph
glorifies God with his body in learuin

grown perfon does it in the adt of dancing ?
Fourteenthly,

{
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Fourteenthly, Whatever a ciriitian does in word or deed:
He oneht to do'it to the glory of Gud in the name of our
Lord Jefus Carift.

I alk, {if it is not too abfurd to be mentioned) can any pa-
rent, while putting his child under the tuition of a dancing-
malter fay, In the name of our Lord Jefus Chrilt T put my
child to learn to dance ! And ouzht not every parent to teach
kis children alfo to do all thinas in the name of our Lord?
Sauppnle he has done this, and then hears them fay, particn-
Jarly thofe who are ten or twelve years oi age, [n thy name O
Carift! T am going to dance ! I« not the thou sht almott 100
fh xcking to be mentionel ? And yet chiitian children muit,
in =ff:&, thus exprefs themfelves or clfe have nothing to do
with dancing.

Fifieenchly, St. Paul Diith that chriftians ought in cvery
thing to give thanks, that is they are to thank Gad in every
afliftion, on account of iis not bzinZ Zreiter, and 10 thank
him for every favor, or in the poileflion thereof. 1T afk, can
a chritian parent thank God tor giving him an inciinatin,
and an opportunity of getting his children tanshr 1o dance ?
Or can the children thank God for the affitance they have
had in dincing 3 and {or the great proficiency they-have made
therein? If a childof five years oid wastc mention fuch a
thing, would not one who is only a year older be ready (o re-
prove the great impiety of fucha propofal. '

Laftly, As Gud has promifed to reward his people for all
their virtaons actions in thislife, no chrillian parcnt ought.to
do any thing but what he believes isinitsown nature reward=-
able.  But what reward can he expé& for having his chil-
dren taught to dance ? Certainly none at all: and therefore

all the pains and expence they have been at on this occalion,
to fay the leaft, muil go without a reward. And the fame

may be faid of their children ; for they have no caufe to think
that Chrilt will fay unto them, on account of their dancing,
Well done good and faithtul feivants, enter ye intp the joy
of your Lord. All, therefore, that remains for fuchparents
and children to expe& on account of danving, is, that they
‘he cither pardoned or punithed, for rewarded they cannot be.

And althouzh fome of thefe dancers, who dance for emolu=
‘ D : ment

~
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wicnt, and fome of the glay altors have donz apparent alis of
« Charity, to blind the cyes of the public, yet notwithfland-
ing thefe as their gifts, were a part of the wages of unrigh-
teoulnels, or of their unjuft gain, they cannot be rcwarded
for them, as none can be rewarded but he who cocs God’s
gommandments. And as God has no where commandad us
" tpdo evil that good may come, the damnation of z2ll dancers,
and play-altors, &c. &c. will be juft, if they die as they
ve! Yea, though they thould fay we have ate and drank in
thy prufence, and in thy name done many wonderful things ;
' God will fay unto them, together with their auditors, ¢ De-
part from me ye workers of iniguity.”’——<There {hail be
wailing and gnathing of ggeth 1”7 Tate Wilkinfon (manager
of the Theatres Royal at York and Huli) {ays, that Play-ac-
thrs are a&itate‘d fiends;_that it requires.a fpice of the devil, t0
makea good aQor, &c.  TIs it not fleange that many ladics
fu called, will not keep company with or countenince an
adtrefs, yet they will go to hear them ! What is the reafor,
do you think they are- immodeft, why do you encourage them
in it by freguenting tic play-houfe ? .Know you not that
thefe fhall be your companions in hell fire unlefs you amend
your ways, comec out from among the wiclied, and become
altogether chriftians, all your mock modefty will avail you
. mothing ! -Be not deccived, God is not mocked, for whatfo-
ever feed a man foweth that fhall ke alfo reap.

From ali that hath been faid we lcarn that it is ablolutely
inzonfifient with the duty which chriftian parents owe to God:
—their familics and - themfelves, to fuffcr. their children o
learn artificial dancing; and that it is moreelpecially fo, and
at the fame time highly criminal, if in any degree they have
an a&ive part thercin,  Some of the Clergy (te their thame.
be it ﬂ‘.okcp) have mull fhainefully degraded themfelves, and
expol d their children to prefent thame and future contempt
thr. vg't fuffering them: to be inflru&ed in this fafhionable
vi:e. O! how will they look God in the face, on account
of their thus conniving at, and publicly abetting the damnation.

“of men? O ye Clergy, another day will teach you terrible
things!" O what will you think when death lays hold upon:
you, and when the wrath of God comes upon you to the ut-
germoft 2 ' S
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A young lady in England, (atan early period of life) waz
font to Mifs O—ns fchool 2t P—bl—w, (where (he under the
miniftry of the wozd through divine grace) experienced jul-
tification from fin, and peace with God thiough our Lord
Felus Chrift. But her father, who moved in a high circle,.
not content with the inward adorning of her mind. and the
plainnefs of her drefls, (though in the fight of Cod of great price)
~ would often put her to the bluth betere company, becaule of
the plainnefs of her drefs, or, becaufe fhe did not drefs fuii=
able to her ftation, as he termed it ; but all to no purpoly,
till at length he promifed her that he would purchafe a very
grand country feat and a coaca for her, it the would alter her
drcfs, &c.by which means, ke, with {lrong in:portuuity,
prevailed on her o yield to his wifhes.  He fometime atter
- this married her to a2 Gentiumzn of rufpectobility by whom
fhe had foveral children. Dot what was the confequence of
her being prevailed on by her Father thusto deny Curlid tor
earthly plezfures 2 It was that Chriit lett her o purfue her.
ushappy choice, as the cvent has proved ; for {he has clop.d
from her hufband with the father of her fiiter’s huifb. nd (who
isa Col. in the Army)to the unfpeakabic grief ot bor Fa-
ther wha was bronght ticar the gates of deaih through it;
and her Mother-in=law died, it is pmbzbrcthr,c;ugh mere for-
row ot heart. How fuolith then beyond delcription, are
thofe parents who de not infliu& thenr children, to thun the
very cupesrance of evil, and who do not reduce cvery effort
to pradtice,. to prejudice them againtt ail fz{hionablc vices,
and in favor of  genunine religion.  I-have jull reccived the-
above relation from England, the family I'was well acquainte
ed with, I hope it may bea warning to others, whether pa-
rents of children, how they trifle with God and divine things,
ieft he give them up to a hard heart and a reprobate mind,
and fwear in his-wrath that they {hall not enter into his reft.

O ye parents! Can you reconcile light witi darknels, -or
Chrift with Belial? You cannot ! Why-then are you fo vdin, -
as to imaginc that your childien, when trained upin the f?z,- »
thionable vices'and amufements of the age, will love Gud
and religion ? Or can it poflibly be, that.you are fo much:

blinded by the God of this wrlds as-10 fuppole that the)gﬁn

e
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ferve God and the world at one and the fame time : Or are
you living withoui God in the world, in a [hamelets, Chriit-
ks, theughtlcds and carects manner ? Regardlels whether
they aie faved or acomed ¢ Ko ow ye not that the friend-
thip of the wuild is comity wita God ¢ That the pleafure.
taxcer 1s dead while the liveth ? Dead 10 God, dead in tref-

pailes aud 1 fins? O ye parents ! Are you not athamed to.
¢ niefs Coriit openly ¢ Lei it be remembered thar Chritt wiil

be athaned o1 you before his Father and the Holy. Angels !
Do you not reiign yoar diznity ia your *families, through
neglecling prayer, kit you fhould give offznce to your pre-
tended fiiends ¢ And when they feoil at religion, do you not
irifle with them, when you ought to seprove them ¥ Cr by,
conniving at their fins, futfer your children to be led aitray ?
©O! how will you meet death and judgment ¢ Muit the funa
tence ¢ Depart ye curfed,” convince you of fin and its evil
nawure and confequences ?

~ AN

APPENDIX,

CONTAINING

SOME EXTRACTS, &c.
FROM THETRILY GREAT PASCALL,

JERF is nothing more capable of Ietting us into the
knowledze ot human mifcry, than an enquiry after the
real caufe of that perpetual hurry and confufion, in which
we pafs our lives. The funl is fent into the body, to be
the {journer of a few days. Sie knows this is but a ftop,
till the may embark for eternity ; and that a fmall fpace is
atlowed her to prepare for the voyage. ‘1 he main part of
this fpace is ravithed tiom her by the neceflities of nature;
and but a flender piuvance left to her own difpofal : and yet
this moment that @emains, does fo itrangely opprefs and per-
plex her, that the only fludics how to lofe it.  She feels an
intollerable burthen, in biing cbliged to live with herfelf,
and think of herfelf ; and thereforc, her principal care is to
: ; ° forget

[} ]
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forget haifclf, and to let this fhort and precious moment
paisaway without refledion, by umufing herfelf with things
that prevent her notice of its fpeed.  This is the ground of

+ all the twmulwary bufinefs, of all the trifling diverfious
amonglt men; in which our general aim is to make the
time pafs off cur hands without feeling ir, or rather without
feeling ouifelves 5 and, by getting rid of this'fmall pornion
of life, to avoid that inward difguft and bitternefs, wiich
we fhould not fail to mect wiith, if we found leifure to
defeend into ourown breafts.

Having no infallible remedy againit ignorance,
milery, and death, we imagine thatat lealt fome refpite, fore
thelter may be found, by agrecing to banith them from our

@ meditation,  Thisis the only comfort which manki..d have
been able to invent under tcis numerous calamities. But
a moit wmiferable comfort it proves, becaufe it docs not tend
to the removal of thefe evils, but only to the concealment
of them for a thort {afor ; and becaufe, in thus concealing
them, it hinders vs trom applying {uch proper means as
would remove then:. “Flivs, by a [trange revolution in the
nature of mau, that griet and inward difquiet which he
dreads as he greateft or fenfible evils, - is in one refpedt, his
greateft good, becaufe it might contribute, more than all
things beiides, to the putting of him in a fuccelsful method -
of recovery. On the other band, his diverfions, which he
feems 1o prize as his fovercign good, arc indeed his greateft
evi!, becaule they are of all rhings the moft effetual in
making Lim negligent under his diftemper: they do but
amufe and beguile him 3 and, in the conclufion, lead him
down Dbiindfolded into the grave. It is indeed one of the
miracles of chriltianity, that by reconciling man to God, it
reltores him to his own good opinien ; that it makes him
able to bear the fight of himfelf; and in fome cafes, renders
folitude and filence more agreeable, than all the inwrcourfe
and adtion ot mankind. Nor is it by fixing man in hisown
perfon, that thefe wonderful effe@s are produced ; it is by
carrying him to Gud, and by fupporting him under the finfe
ot his miferies, with the hopes of an affured and complete
deiiverance in a betier iite,

FROM



[ 30 1
FROM THE PRINCE OF CONTI..

T is impofiible to confider the bufinefs of a player, and te
compare it with the chrittian proreflion, without being fenfi-
ble that there is nothing mere unworthy ot.a child of Ged,
and of a member ot Jetus Cnritt, thau this employment.  E
do not fpeak of the grofs iiregunlarities vnly, and the diifo-
lute manncr in which the women appear on the Hage, be-
éaufe thofe who juftity plays, always feparate thoic lort of
diforders from them in their imagination, though thcy are
never fLparated in effe@. 1 fpeak only of that which is abfo-
lutely inf¢parable from them. “fis an ca pioyment, the

end of which is the diverfion ot othe.s , whae men and " -

wemen appear on Theatre, to repicient the paflions of
Hatred, Anger, Amnbition, Revenge,, and chicly that of
Love. They muit expiefs themaslively, and as naturally,
as is poffiblc for them 5 and they canvorgo o, 3 they do
fot, in fome manner, eXcite wiem in then.felves, and if
‘their fuuls do not take all the changes w hich we feein thair
faces. Thole then who reprefent a patfion, muit be, in
fome meafure touched with it wiiit they repreient ity aid
it is not to be imagined, that they can profeniciy thece trom
their minds that impreflion, which they have volumanly
excited in it, and that it does not leave a great sifpolition
to that fame . paffion which they have been fo wiiligly fen-
fible of. Thus, piays are, cven in their nature, a 1chieul
and an excicife ot vice, fincc it isan artin w hich oue it
necefiarily excite in himfelf vicious patlions. Aud iz we
confider that the whole lifc of players is employed in this ex-
ercife, that they. pafs it entircly, either in Jeafning by tran-
felves, or rehearfing among one another, or in 1cpaclenting

to fpctators, the image of fuwe vike 5 and that they have

fcarce any thing in their minds but thefe follics 5 w= fhall
eafiiy fee, that it is impoffible to join this employment witn
the. pwity of our religion. Awd thus, it muit be ow ned, it
_is-_a:p"mphanc employwment, and unworthy ot a chiiltian ;
and that, by confequence, it is not allowablé for otress to
contribute to maintain them ina profeflion contrary to chrif-

tianity
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‘f;adity, or to authorize it by their prefence.
¢ Thofc deceive themfelves extremely, who think
that plays make no ill impreffion on them, becaule they do
not - find them excite any formed evil defire. There
-are many degrees before one comes ‘to an entire <orruption.
~ of mind, and it is always extremely hurtful to the foul, to

. @ deitroy ths ramparts which (ecured it from “‘témptation.

' * ¢ One does not begin 1o’ fall when the fall becomes fenfi-
ble ; the fallings of the foul are flow, they have . progrefs
fions and preparations 5 aad it often happens, that we are
overcome by temptations only by our having weakened our-:
felvesin occafions, which feemed of noimportance ; it be~
“ingcerfaimy: that ‘he who defpifes “litle things,. fhall fall by

2 Jitele and Tirtle.” ‘

& ¢ It " muft not be imagined that thefe wicked:

maxims, of which plays are full, are not hurtful, becaufe-

people do_tiot go there toform their fentiments,. but to di~
vert themfelves 3 for they do not fail of making impreflions,

notwithffanding, without being perceived ; and a gentleman-
 will more fenfibly refent an affront, and be the more eafily.

% tranfported to avenge it in the ‘criminal :manner which is

~common in’ Frafnc‘c,-whc'x'r,jlfej-ﬁ??;’;!‘iéér&-fth..fogl:;..pﬁverfe&
recited ; the realon of ‘which is; thatour paffions are * excit=

,ed by the objédts, and the falfe opinions with which the mind .
is prepofleffed. The opinion that the Chimera of honor is
fo great a good, that it muft be preferved, even at the &%
penfle of lifé, is what produces-the brutal rage of the gen~.
tlemen of France.* If thofe who fight-a duel were never
Ipoke of but as fools and madmen; as indeed they are; if
that phantom of honor, which is their idol, was never re-
prefented but as a chimera and a folly ; if care was taken
never to form any image of revenge, bnt as of a mean and
céiv'ardlja&hm . ‘the refentment: whicn. men feel upon 3R
afffont would. be 1nfinitely weaker; but that which .exaf~.
perates and’ renders it the more lively, is the {alfq-,ﬁgpﬂaf-'
fion, that there is cowardice in bearing an affront.. ‘Now,
it cannot be denied; that plays, which are full of thefe evil
maxims, do -g[catly contribute to fqi‘tify. that 'impremgri_,,

bepa\ifc the mind being by them tranfported, and cntir.e}.f

.
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it of itfelf, inftead of correing thofe fentiments, abandens
iuelf to them without refiflance, and delights to feel the
motions they infpire, which difpofe it to produce the like

upon occafion.’ .

: ¢ Plays and romances not only indifpofe the foul
for all aéts of religion and piety 5 but they giveit a dif-
guft, in fome meafure, of all {erious and nrdinary actions,
As nothing is reprefented in them but gallantries, or extra-
ordinary adventures, and the difcourles are far diftant from
fich as are uf-d in ferious affairs, one iufenfibly takes from
them a romantic difpofition of mind ;- the head is filled wiih
heroes and heroines, and women {eeing the adorations w hich

in them are given to their {-x {of which they find the image

and pra&ice in companies of diverfion, where young men
talk to them what they have learned in romances, treating
them as nymphs and goddefles) imprint that fort of life fo
much in eheir fancy, that the little affairs of their family and
honfewifery become infupportable to them ; and when they
return to their houfes, with minds thus evaporated and flled
with thefe follies, they find every thingthere difagrccable,
and efpecially their hufbands, who, being taken up with
their affairs, are not always in the humour of paying them
thofe ridiculous complaifances which are given to women
in plays, in romances, and in the romantic life.’

. ¢ The nced which men have of diverfion, is not
by far fo great as is thought, and it confifts more in imagi-
nation, of in cnftom, thanin a real neceflity. Thofe who
are employed in beadily labour, have only nced of 2 bare cel-
{ation from it.  Thofe who are employed in affairs toilfome
t6 the mind, and butlittle laborious t0 the body, have nced
to recolle& themfelves from that difpofition which thofe fort
of employments naturally caufe, and not to diflipate them-
felies yet more, by diverfions which extremely engage the
the mind. *Tis a jeft to tancy that one has need to pafls three
hours in filling the:nind with folliesat a play. Thofe who
find in themfelves this need, ought tolook on it, not asa
natiiral weakoef3, but as a vice of cuftom, which they

muft care by ferious employments.’
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kst Ff the foul abandors ii(:1f to thefe falfe
pleafures, it immediately lofes the relilh- of {piriinal onesy
and finds nothing but difguft for the word or God. Thefc aie
thofe four grapes, of which the prophet fays, ¢ "I'hcy* be-
numb, and fet on edge, the teeth of thofe .who eat. them.”
—Jer.. xxx. 1. —That iis to fay, whenone fecds himfelf
with the vain plealurés of the world, the fpiritualf:nfes be-

- come ftupified, and incapableof relithing, or underttanding

the things of God. Now, among the plezfures of the world
which extinguith the love of the word of God, it may be faid
that plays and romances hold the firlt rank ; becaufe there
is nothing more . oppofite to truth, -and that the Spirjt of
God, being a:fpirit of truthy can have no part with the vanl=

“ties-of the world.” -

¢ There will be many perfons ready to
affert that they have never received any ill unpreflions from

~comedy 5 but I maintain either that they are very -few. in

number, or that they -are-notfincere, or that they have not
refleted enough on themfelves to perceive it, or elfe, that the

~only.reafon why comedy has not corrupted their manners, is,

becaufe it found them already corrupted,-and. that _they > had
Jeft it nothing to do.in. this Matler’ e it w10

¢ God. .does oot impute to us the coldnefs
which proceeds from the withdrawing ot his light, ar merely
from the heavinels of this body ; but, no doubt he imputes
to us that, to which we have contributed, by our negligence,.
and our vain diverfions. It'is his will that we fhould cfteem.
‘nothing fo much as the-gracious gift, which he has:made us
of his love, and that we fhouild be careful to pirfckvc it "‘oy
giving it nourifhment. This command he has maie to all
Chriftians in the perfons of the priefts of the ancient faw,
avhom heordains always to maintain the fire oa the altar, and .
20 take care to put weod vpon it, every day in tie norning.
“This alta is the heart of man, and every chiiltian is the "
pricl, whd ought Y0 be careful 10 nourith the fire of chirily
on the altar of his heart, by purtting wood every day up-
on it ; that is to fay, maintaini~g" it by the .meditation of
diviae things, -and by excrciles of piety.- Now, it thole

~who go to plays have yet any feale of picty, they canadt

difown
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- @fvwa that piajs deaden, and entircly extinguifh devotion
£ thai, they fhould not doubt, God judges them exi remely
gui ty, for‘hav-ing made fo little account of his love j that
inftcad of nourithing and endeavouring to avgment it, they
- have not teared to extinguith it by their vain diverfions ; and
4hat he will impute to themas 2 great fin, the abatement ox
the lofs of theirlove to him. "For if a diffipation of the

gools of the world, and of earthly riches, by luxury and -

gaming, isno little fin, what muft be judged of a diffipa~
vion of the goods of grace, and of that precious treafure the

fcripture fpeaks of, which we ought to purchafe, by the

* Jofs «of all the good;s, and all the pleafures of this life I’

... *FROM CHIEF:JUSTICE HALE.
MY EWARE of too much recreation. ~ Some bodily exens
cife is ueceffary, for fedentary men efpecially ; but let
jt'not be too frequent, nor too long. Gaming, taverns,
and plays, as they are pernicious, and corrupt youth, fo, if
thcy had no other fault, they are juftly to be declined, in
reflpe@ to their exceflive expenfe of time, and habituating

fnen to idlenéls and vain theughts, and difturbing paffions

and fympto.ns, when they are palt, as well as while they
are ufed. : |

A i =

CLAPKE, in his FEffav on fludy, fpeaking of plays and
romances, fays, ¢ By what [ bhave feen of them, I belfeve

they are -generally very indiforectly and foolithly writien, in

2 way proper to recommend vanity and wickednefs, rather
than difcredit them ; they have a firong rendency to corrupt
and debauch the mind with filly, mifchievous notions of

Yove and honor, and other things relating to the condu& of -

lite.”

S wpetents, L
ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON, mentfoning plays, fays,
€ They atc intolerable, and agg fie 10 be penmitted in aci-

- vilizgd
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wilized, much lefs a Chrilian narion: they do molt fiotori—
oufly miniiter 0 vice and isfidelizy 5 by their profaneﬁcfs,
they are apt to inftl bad principies iuto the minds of mcn,
and to leifen that awe and reverence which all men ought
to have of "God and religion ; and by their lewdaels, they
teach vice, and are aptro infct the minds of men, and aif-
pofe them to tewd aud diffolure pradlices.’—AND

Again, ¢ fome parents are fuch monflers, asnot ¢ to
know how to give good things to their children 3 but inflcad
of bread give them a ftone ; inftead of fifh give them a fer-
pent ; initead of an egg give them 2 fcorpion,’ as our Savivur
expreiles it

¢ Thefle are evil indeed, who train up their children for
ruin and deftrultion. " © Who, ‘nftead ‘of teaching them the
f.ar of the Lord,” infufe into them the principlcs of Athc-
i, irrcligion, and profanencls 5 initead of tcaching
them to love and reverence religion, they teach them to nate .
and defpife it, andto make a mock of buth fin and holinefs ;
inttead of training them up in the knowledge of theholy .
Acriptures, which are able to make men wife unto faluation,
they allow them to pretane that holy bock, and 3o 2bufe the
word of Gud, which they ought to tremble at, by torning
it into jeit and raillery ; :nftead’ of “téaching them to pray
and blels the name of Guod, they allow them to blafpheme
that great and iernble name, and to profane it by their
continual caths and imprecalims; and initead ot bringing
them to God’s chiirch, they cairy them 1o p‘-u)’-h"“i}ﬁ, and
places of debauchery, thofe {chools and nuslerics of lewde«
nels and vice,” | -

——— ) TR SRR AR
T he following are taben from the Works of WILLIAM LAW.

¢ AN any one think that he has a trac Chriftian {pirity
that his heart is changed as it ought to be, whilll be

;\s diverting himfelf with the polithed lewdnels, profan-
encfs, and impure difcourfes of the ftage? Can ke think
that he is endcavouring tv be holy, as Chriilt is hcly, o live
by his wifdom, andbe full of his fpisit, fo longas he ailows

himfelf in fuch cnteiatuoents 3 Feor there 8 nething i
% - the .
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the nature of chriftian holinefs, but what is contrary 1o the
fpirit and wemper of thele diverfions.” :
: ¢ You own that God has called you to great
purity of converfation ; that you are forbid all foolifb difcourfe
and filiby jeflings, as expseflsly as you are forbid fwearing ;
and that you are told to Jes no corrupt communication proceed
out of your mouth 5 and yet you go tu a houle of corrupt com- <
munication : yuu hire perfons toentertain you with ribald-
ry, profanencls, rant, and impurity of dilcourfe, who are |
to prefent yon with poifosous fentiments, and lewd ima-
ginations, dreffed up in elegant language, and to make
wicked, vain, and impure dilcourfe more lively and delight-
ful, than youcould poffibly have it in any ill company. Is....
not this finning with a bigh hand,. and grofsly offerding
againt the plainnzft doctrines of feripture ™
¢ As prejudices, the force of education, the au-
thoiity of numbers, the way of the world, the example of |
. great names, may make people believe, fo the fame caufes
may make people 28, againft 2ll fenfe and reafon, and be
guilty ot practices which are utterly in confiftent with the

purity of theiricligion.’ B
¢ ‘Ule pleafures and diverfions of people are
certain means for judging of the ftate of their minds; no-
thing can pleafe or affcct us, but what is according to ous
nature, aud which. finds fomething within us that is fuitable
to itfelf.  Had we not inward difpofitions of tendernefs and
compaflion, we fhould not find ourfelves foftened with
miferabic objeéis. In like manner, was tiere nct fome
inward contradled conuption that finds idfelf gratificd, by
the irregular paffions that are there reprefented, we fhould
find no'more pleafure in the ftage, than blind men find in
piatnres.—lf-inxpn)rc fpecches, it wanton amours, if wild
paflions, and immoral rant, can give us any delight, is 3t
not paft all deubt, that we have contradied fomething of all
thefe ditorders?  And that we nourifb and firengthen them by
thufe gratifications 2 biv ;
et “[here is no dotiine of our bleffed Saviour,
that thore concerns all Chriftians, . or is more eficntial to
their falvation, than this:  blefled- are the purc in heart,
for
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for they fhall fee God.” ¢Now, take the ftage in jts beftr
ftate, when fome admired tragedy is upon it ; are the cx~
travagant paffions of difir:&ed lovers, the impure ravings of
inflamed_heroes, the joys and torments of love, and refined
defcription of. lufis ; are the indccent aftions, the amours,
tranfports, the wanton addsels of the ators, which makes.
fo grear a part of the molt fober and modeit tragedies ; are
thefe things confiftent with this chriftian do&rine of purity
of heart
¢ All peeple who enter into thefe houfes of en<
tertainment, or coniiibute the finalleft mite towards them,
muft look on thewnfelves, as having been, fo far, friendsto
the maft\ powerful inftruments of fenfuality, and to be guilty
of contributing to zn open and public exercife of fplendid
impurity and protanenefs. When we encourage any good
defign, either widh our confent, our moncy, or prefence,
we are apt to take a great deal of merit to ourfelves ; we
prefenty conclude that we are parzakers of all that is good
and praifeworthy in it, of all the berefit that arifes from it,
becanle voe are coutributors towards it. A man does not
think that he has no thare in fome public charity becaufe he
1s but one in ten thoufand that contributes towards it /¢r be<
caufe it would go forward without bis Fontribution ;) but if it
be a religious charity, and attended - with great and happy
effelts, hisconicience tells i:im, thathe is a fharer of all that
great good to which he contiibuted. Now, let this teach us
how we ought to judge of the- guilt of encouraging any
thing that is bad, cither with our confent, our money, or
our piefence.  We muft not confider how much our fingle
part contributes towards it, how much lefs we con-
tribute than teveral thoufands of other people, nor that the
work wiuld go forward if he did not at'allcontributets it ; but
we muit look at the whole thing in itlelf, and whatever

there is of cvil in it, or whatever evil aiifes from it, we muft
charge curfclves with a fhare of the whole guilt of fo great
an cvil.” i

¢ People of fathion and quality have great advan-
tage above the vulgar ; their condition ‘and education give

thema hivelinefs and brightnefs of parts, from whence: one
- -~ might
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might jultly expe a more exalied virtve, How comes it
then, thal we lee as ill morals, as linle religivus wiluoin
guu as great didorders among them, as among the molt uadc,',
wneducates .part of the world?  Iris becavic the puiienes-
o the.r iivgs, their courfe of diverfions and omigimenti, cnd: .
bhe.r sy, o Jpenang their time, as much exduguild he:
\slkd()u;wuu aght ot teligion, as the: groilnefs and ig
o: the dullett paiv of the world. —Any way ot hiie that dare-
kens our minas, that mifempioys our unoerfianding, thai filis us-
with a tofling ypurat, hﬁai»dﬁm’en our g jjrons, . ikat jeparctes
Y. jrom the o,mt of Gody s thg lame cerain goaa o deltruce
tion,. whg her it aiiles trom thipid feufuaiivy,. rude ighorance:
or pulite pleafures.. Had any one,. thesctore, the power ok},‘;-:
an Apotttc, or the tongue of an augel, it wouid be weil emq
gloycd in qx:puﬁng, aud dllsn.;dmg tivm thole ways-of lite,.
which. Wcalth corruption,  aid pmmlu.h Have. bn,uaht
among us. We indeed only caif them diverfions » but they- g
~do the whole work ot idolatry and lntideliny, and fill people-
with (o much blindnels aud: ‘hardnefs ot-hearr, that they ncie %
ther live by wifdom, nor tech the want of 1, but are cone §
%
?
%
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tent o play away therr Jives with fcarce any atte uon to-
the appreactivg fenes of death, judgn.cut, ald ¢ternity.’

v o it “ppc.sr chdcnt, to eveiy e w.. 4 U }u_,‘(m.ed
(! md that tie fcut!luclllstof thefe virito U\ al.d umku.lcncd

nﬁcn, "s.nﬂl{ fm.h uangquus way\ ot ipc:.du goux llnm, 4!0’\
indeed, lolid-and awakening tiuths.  Let us theictoie, ag

ration:l beings, as chu ntum, wilo are travelitog towaids g ;g

better country, and who are called 1o rencunce tie vaniiics of .
‘this pcnlhmg w«)rld aliert the digniy of our nature,. and -
adk contormably o the excellence of cur. deitinaticn, A fewi
flceting years will brmg us all to the yerge of an awiul lu.ne,.
where, (he vaia diverfions and paitimes of this, will appear
in their truc hsh1, a moft lamcnlaoiu abufe of that precious = §
time and talent, with which we have been entruiled, tor %
the great purpole. of worl\mg out our foul’s falvation. At ¥
;that folemn period, the. great buﬁncfs of relngnon, 2 pious .4
ap.d Ymuom nfc, dedicated to . the loye and feivice ot God,._ {'.-
will'appear of ineftimable va]ue, and the only thing worthy &
the pusfyi of reafonable beivgs, - Happy tlicrefose willit be
SR T A L fop i
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:Bor us, if we become wife in time, take up the ¢rofs to all
enfharing pleafuces, tor the few rzmuaining day. f our Jiv s,
and tteadiiy pedfevere, under the divine aid, in fu'filiin the
_yarious dutics affigned us, and in making fuitubie returns
to the Author of all goud, for the unmerited bleflings whirh
he has avundantly pouzed forth uponus. In thefe (xahed
employmcms, we tha.l experienice the nobleft pledfure,
and fzcl o want of empiy and injurious cntcriainments, to
occupy our minds, or fill up our time. We {hail abhor the |
pretence of aquiring moral and refined fentiments, from
fuch polluted mixture:, antl tee! ourfelves deeply concerned
to difcountenance, by our «xample and induence, thofe
fplendid engines of impiety aud didipation,
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