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PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE.

¢¢Of making books there is no end.” So it has been
said; and with similar language, coupled perhaps with
an air implying carelessness or possibly disgust, many
undoubtedly will cast this precious little volume aside,
thus shutting out from a sin-darkened heart its warm-
ing rays of light, ‘‘love and counsel.”” But listen! Is
it not written, ‘Whatsoever things are true, whatso-
ever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things’’? Dear reader, it is just to consider
with you, in a friendly way, Christ’s will and ways for
girls, that these letters have been so lovingly written
and addressed directly to you. They are the personal
communications of a friend. = Will you read them?

Let it be understood that these letters are not to
- the saved girls alone, neither only to those who are
deep in sin, misery, and despair, but to both of these
classes—fo all girls in all places. You will not find
the writer fanatical or of the ‘‘goody-goody’’ sort;
and neither will you be able, as is so often the case, to
discover any hobby whereon she rides. But ‘‘Christ
is all,”” and he alone is held up—to be like him is the
only goal toward which you are urged to strive, and
YOU ARE TOLD HOW TO ATTAIN, IF YOU WILL,

7
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- Written in the form of letters as this book is, its
“Dear Girls’’ might become rather monotonous, or
savor somewhat of an affectation of love.
ir young friends, a8 you read these pages, we
t will not be hard for you to go beyond the
nd think of Jesus, whe died for you, and who
ing through his consecrated servant and your
ate elder sister these words of ‘“‘love and coun-
rou. If you will do this, and think of his com-
te *‘Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no
think how God has said, ‘“ Though your sins
rlet, they shall be as white as snow;”’ and think
8 ““not willing that any should perish’’—if you
these things, can you doubt that the Father
1 love you enough to call you ‘‘dear girls’’?
‘e, can you doubt that Christ’s true followers
earth love you in the same way? To the saved
o may read this book, we wish it to have no
ommendation than that of leading you to seek
your heart ‘‘the ornament of a meek and
irit, which is in the sight of God of great
for the price of a virtuous woman is, as Sol-
ys, ‘“far above rubies.” :
wow, dear girls, if this little volume, born of
I8 into your hands, its table of contents will
but a slight hint of all that it contains. You
ud it. Then will your surprise be complete at
truths, new joys, and old promises still new,
of which you never heard or thought before. Final y,
then, we urge you to read carefully and prayerfully,
throwing your heart open for God to have -his way.
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His Spirit is waiting to lead you into all fruth. W:ill
you let him? OmH, wiLL You? If not, the amthor
“‘hath done what she could.”

In behalf of the author we wish hereby to extend her
loving amrd heartfelt gratitude to those who have
asgisted by their letters of experience, of whom she
says: ‘‘Their part has been very essential, as often my
heart was stirred and my very being moved to utter-
ance by their sad testimonies.’””  But above all do we
unite in rendering humble praises to God for the
loving inspiration he has given, and in continuing our
prayers to him that he may make these letters a bless-
tng to many girls. '

After you have gleaned the precious lessons from
these pages, will you kindly, for Christ’s sake and for
the sake of perishing souls, loan the little book to
your girl friends—or better still, help them to get a
copy to be all their own?
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« Letters of Love and Counsel az
for “Our Girls.”

=

) INTRODUCTION.

DEAR GirLs: Often have I wondered why my heart
was so moved with tenderest emotions toward girls
—sweet buds of womanhood. Even the name girls
has a sweet home inflection of love, and no word can
take its place: for ‘‘young ladies” is so cold, so dis-
tant; ‘“‘young women,” too old and sedate; and ‘‘miss-
es,’”’ too worldly and gay. So we think of you and
write to you under the sweetest ““mother name,” ““our
girls,”’ and this includes all who desire to enlist them-
selves under its sacred love-shield.

The great family of girls! Have you thought of
yourselves as a family? as a distinct portion of the
human race? of your different characters, surround-
ings, and associations? Did you ever let your love and
sympathy take all in, and desire to be a help to each
in every way possible? If so, you will understand the
motive that prompts the writing of these letters of

love and counsel. Should there be some things men-
13
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tioned that do not apply to you as an individual reader,
please remember that it is for some one in a different -
place in life, and have an earnest desire or offer a fer-
vent prayer that it may accomplish good for her, and
awaken in your heart a deeper love and sympathy for
the erring ones and make you more helpful to them.

Will you try to imagine all the different circum-
stances in which dear girls are living in every condition .
of life, in this world of sin? I will mention a few to
quicken your thoughts. Remember the many dear
girls that live, as it were, in the lap of luxury, having
all that money can buy of the things of this world,
with no care, no worthy ambition or desire, living a
life of worldly gaiety. Then take a thought of those
who have comfortable homes cared for by the love and
toil of dear ones, ofttimes with ambitions and desires
far in advance of possibilities—discouragement and
defeat their portion. Now we will think of the multi-
tude who perform their daily tasks with the object of
food and raiment, often weary, suffering, and forsaken
of friends; then of those who are striving to attain
what they consider some worthy object, without a
word of encouragement or assistance.

Gladly we remember those who have been shielded
from the wretched impurity that is abroad in the land,
and with cultured, refined, and noble natures are
waiting the spiritual instruction that shall reveal to
them the glory of a life consecrated to the service of
God, and the blessedness of being an instrument in his

[




INTRODUCTION 15
hands for the rescue of the perishing. Then, what a
stir in our hearts as we think of the vast number of
every class of society who ‘“‘know not God,’’ and need,
oh, g0 much, to hear the pure gospel of salvation;
that their perishing souls be saved from sin!

Now before us are those who have been reared in
homes of sin and vice, with natures filled with evil,
bearing its fruit in lives of shame and degradation,
often pressed down by the busy throng of human
beings, instead of having a helping hand reached to
them. In darkened rooms of suffering and affliction
we see sweet girlish faces raised to us in longing ex-
pectation or in darkened discouragement. Hearts of
stone should be melted at the sight, and the best part
of every nature stirred to give relief and assistance.

To all of these, and many more, yea, to ALL the girls,
I would, in the love of God, send words of love, sym-
pathy, and counsel; and I hope that many may receive
the same and reap a rich reward.

Though we love you, see very many sweet, noble,
and endearing traits of character in many, yet we
know there is much room for improvement in each
one, to make her worthy to fill some noble place in life
or to glorify the Almighty in walking in obedience to
divine instruction.

R "



LIFE.

DEAR GIrLS: Now that we are acquainted, we will
e some precious seasons of thinking together upon
flerent subjects, and our first letter will be upon a
ry important one that needs very careful thought.
ow when you have read it, will you spend some time

bringing it before you in every wise way, and then
Mk in wisdom’s ways?

Life is one thing you all possess, and as it is counted
. most precious natural gift, in this you are all equally
ch. ““All that a man hath will he give for his life.”’
our life is given to you by our heavenly Father for a
wrpose.  Yes, your life, whoever you may be or what-
er you are, your life is given for your good and his
ory. There is a way you may spend it that its influ-
ice will be for good to all with whom you associate,
ill be for your own present and eternal good ; and, oh,
«ch a sweet, precious thought—will be for the glory
"God.

Many take up life carelessly and move along just like
.ose do who surround them, and in this way form a
wt of the great tide of humanity who are flowing on
- eternity unheeding the warnings and remonstrances
" God in many of the circu6mstances of their lives, and
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by the still small voice that speaks to them in hours of
quietness or sorrow or in the height of gaiety, saying,
‘‘Choose me, for I have chosen you.” It makes me
think of some small object lying on the banks of the
Niagara River. A little swell carries it off the shore to

. play along the banks, in and out of the eddies and

whirls, gaining greater velocity and pushed further ang
further from shore, until it is carried by the mighty
power of the rushing torrents of water over the great
precipice. '

Many a young life is wrecked by thoughtlessly enter-
ing upon life as others do, not meaning to do wrong
but just naturally living out the life that seems the
most attractive to them. The wise man dves not enter
upon any underfa.ki,ng without careful thought and
accurate calculation. If this is best in things pertain-
ing to this life, how much more necessary where eter-
nity is in view! ‘‘For godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of
that which is to come.”

Then, dear girls, will you carefully consider this
precious gift of life, and leaning not to your own un-
derstanding, ask help from God, that your lives may be
wisely spent for your good and the glory of God?

““The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.*’
—Prov. 9:10. ‘‘Come, ye children, harken unto me:
I will teach you the fear ox the Lord. What man is he
that desireth life, ana love’h many days, that he may
see good? Keep thy tongie from evil, and tl;y lips



i8 LETTERS FOR GIRILS.

from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.”’—Psa. 34:11-14.

As our Creator has given us minds to use, we are ac-
countable therefor, and unthoughtfulness will not ex-
cuse us before him. This is one great fault with our

young folks. So you need, dear girls, to cast it off and -

become earnest and thoughtful. While you each have
life now, it may not be for many days, months, or
years; and you may have very short time for the most
important thoughts. As we are loving and counseling
you for your good, after you have read this letter do
not continue in the same course of life, unless it is in
every way the wisest and best.

" There are some very earnest and weighty thoughts
given to young girls in hours of grief or loneliness-or
in the silent watches of the night. These are of great
value and designed for untold good, but are often
chased away by the thoughtless gaiety of young associ-
ates. If you knew they were precious, would you re-
tain them and let them mold your life? If you knew
God was trying to win you to a life of peace, love, and
holy devotion to himself, would you be so unwise, un-
kind, and unladylike as to silence the divine Guest?
Oh, dear girls, listen!

“Life is real, life is earnest, and the grave is not its goal,
Dust thou art, to dust returnest was not spoken of the soul.”

A noble life! How these words should thrill us with ,

pure and lofty aspirations, and quicken our minds and
hearts to determine what for us individually would be

DTS P
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anoble life! Would it be to be admired, to be tal-
ented, and at the top of the ladder of fame? or would

it be to have all heart could wish, and

“Like the butterfly speeding from flower to flower,
Culling its sweets from hour to hour—
Naught to distract the ear and eye
From singing birds and azure sky”’?

Or would it be

“Scorning the seat of ignoble ease,
With constant desire and aim to please,
Overlooking self for others’ good,
A blessing in the neighborhood’’?

The purest and noblest lives are often lived in a very
small corner of the world, and like the violets, shedding
their sweet perfume almost unnoticed; yet the world
is made sweeter, purer, and richer by their lives, the
almost unperceived influence extending into other lives
on and on through time and the great eternity.

Yes, dear girls, let the holy aspiration enter your
hearts to live such noble, self-denying, and godly lives
that your place may be well filled; for only in this can
we meet the object for which we were created—the
glory of God. Isa. 43:7.



RIGHT AND WRONG.

R GIRLs: There are very few of you who have
ae idea of the meaning of these words; for they
:d very often in general coversation.  Little
n are taught by their parents that they must not
iin things, because ‘“it is naughty,”” or ‘“‘wrong.”
rs often express themselves that they are
io many of the pupils try to do right.”

e is therefore a consciousness in all that there is
1d evil in the world, and that it is best to choose
d and avoid the evil. But there is not in all a
decision to do so, and they are continually ming-
ne good deeds with some evil ones. Others find
themselves such a love for that which is wrong
ey run in the way of all evil greedily, silencing
science within as it makes its protest, by plung-
per into wrong-doing.

, dear girls, is it not the best and the noblest
look everything squarely in the face and make
on for that whieh will in the end be to our ad-
s or for our good? I think I hear some of you
“Yes, indeed, that is best.”

There is a time in every child’s life when it begins to
know right from wrong; but it varies in age, as some
are more perfectly taught than others. This is termed

20
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““age of accountability.”” One sister remembered her
first wrong-doing for which she was accountable. She
was in her seventh year and was visiting at a neighbor’s
with her sister older. As they were leaving she spied
a pretty piece of cloth near the doorstep. Picking it
up she hid it under her apron, and followed her sister
with shamed face. Her sister saw something was wrong,
and by questioning found out the trouble, and they
retraced their steps to return what was wrongfully
taken. - The guilt felt, the shame and remorse, made
her determine not to do so again.

The heart of the child is tender, and wrong-doing is
very keenly felt; but if continued in, the heart is hard-
ened, and though the conscience may sometimes speak
to faithfully warn the offender, its warnings are not
heeded nor is the heart pained thereby. There isa re-
membrance of my childhood days. When evil was pre-
sented, how very, very bad it seemed! But the longer
I looked upon it and listened to the usual excuses for
it, the less awful it seemed; and by and by the yielding
thereto seemed to be necessary, and I blamed my sur-
roundings instead of myself. Perhaps you all have had
like experiences. Do you not wish you could be as
innocent as when you first beheld evil and shrank from
it? Innocence is not ignorance; for you may have
knowledge of very wicked things, but if you do not
partake or indulge in that evil you are innocent of it.
So if you can be kept from all wrong, you are innocent
as a little child that does not know right from wrong.
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There is a blessed opportunity of being innocent, and

in a future letter T will tell you about it. Now we
» look further into this subject of right and
of good and evil.
world is a great battle-field ; for two forces stand
g each other—God and the right, and the Devil
ong. Each force is trying to gain individuals
mks. God and the right give life—eternal life
n with all its glory, and a present life of peace

, to each subject. The Devil and wrong give -

eternal death—hell with all its terrors, and a
life of bondage to evil with its bitter pleasures,
of their subjects. Just to look out upon this
you may not observe this wonderful battle.
re some things to which we need to have our
aned by the Spirit of God, in order to see clearly.
st of you have felt at different times in your
:al battle, a severe conflict in your heart and
1 regard to doing certain things. If you think
going on in the heart and life of every man,
and child, after they are accountable, you may
> comprehend its magnitude and importance.
is it thus? Why is it permitted? Oh, dear
girls, wiser minds than ours have asked these questions,
brooded over them, and gone to their graves with them
unanswered. As our eyes look out upon this beautiful
world with so many blessings and comforts, so many
things to make life enjoyable to the inhabitants, and
we behold how wonderfully the laws work together for
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their good, our hearts and minds confidently assert there
is a mighty God, creator of all things. In showing his
love to us he reveals himself as a God of love, and those
things we do not understand we leave unquestioned,
knowing he doeth all things well, according to his pre-
cious word—*¢ All things work together for good to them
that love God.” :

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowl-
edge. There is no speech nor language, where their
voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all
the earth, and their words to the end of the world.”

What beautiful language to declare that the works of

God are drawing us to himself, and every people and
" nation should be inquiring for him and learning of
him! Can we not stand boldly for the right in all
things, when we have such a mighty King?

If we compare right and wrong in their present effects
upon ourselves, we find right always gives a clear con-
science, a sense of victory, a knowledge that it will work
for good to others; and makes ourselves nobler beings.
While evil may appear most lovely and give promise of
working out great good, its appearance is always de-
ceitful, and it works against our own welfare and
against others. One wrong-doing leads to another and -
that leads to others, thus bringing into bondage in
many ways.

Each individual has a certain disposition, which is
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inherited, that desires to be gratified. It is natural
therefore for all to choose a life course that is
pleasing to themselves, and they often try to believe
that there is nothing wrong in their course of life.
But they find others condemn as wrong many of their
motives and actions.  So there arises a questioning in
their minds. Should they expect it settled by the
opinions of men, they will be disappointed; for there
is a great diversity of belief as to what constitutes right
and.wrong. So we see the need of a steadfast and true
standard of right: but where shall we look for it? As
God is the great Creator and has shown his loving-
kindness in supplying our temporal needs, would it not
be wise to look to him? Should we not expect, as he
is ruler of the universe, that he would wish to controi
and instruct his subjects in all that pertains to their
best interests, and in his great wisdom decide all ques-
tions arising in regard to their welfare? This he has
done, and we should be truly thankful that he has sup-
plied this great need by giving us his word, the truth,
- the HoLY BIBLE.




RELIGION.

DEAR GIrLS: What pleasure it would give me to
have a good, quiet talk with you on this subject, of
which you doubtless have heard much, and wpon which
you have thought more than you would be willing to
confess. If I were with you and could look into your
faces, some of the emotions of your hearts could be
seen there, and it might be much easier to help you
out of the perplexities that surround this most impor-
tant subject.

But I am truly thankful for the privilege of writing
to you, and will do all I can to help you to decide for
yourselves which is the religion that will be profitable
for this life and in death. From the letters written
you can see how impossible it is to write on any subject
without including something pertaining to religion;
for it is woven in and out in various ways through
every circumstance.and condition in the life of every
one of us, though we may not have known it. Oh,
how necessary for each one to carefully examine into
everything connected with so serious, so weighty, and
so sacred a matter—the welfare of precious souls!

There are some who scoff at religion, and think, or
try to make themselves think, that it is foolish. They
laugh and make sport and count themselves very high-
nminded and brave in resisting all endeavors to win them

25



26 LETTERS FOR GIRLS.

to more serious thought, and delight to appear very .
hard-hearted. How little they know what they are
doing! '

" When in my seventeenth year, I left my country
home and school to enter a high school. My heart was
very tender, and any little affecting incident related in
public or private would bring tears to my eyes. Soon,
noticing that most of the student girls did not show
any emotion, and a few times catching a look of ridi-
cule cast upon myself, I began to resist every tender
and true feeling that*moved my heart. In a very short
time it seemed to be turned to stone; and love, sym-
pathy, kindness, and gentleness had fled, and I was so
alone; mno one near or dear to me; cold, superficial,
living only for myself. I grew alarmed and can well
remember humbling myself before God and entreating
him to give me a tender heart; and though I knew not
. the way of salvation, he answered my cry and gave me
my desire.

May this warn some not to harden their hearts, and
may it show some the remedy. If you could only realize
the weight of your words and actions on others, you
surely would be very careful how you treat religion.
Many girls are under religious influence, but are ont
attracted thereby because the allurement of worldly
things is stronger. Are you acting wisely?

It has been acknowledged that man is a religious
being; there is a nature within that desires to love and
worship some god: therefore, without instructiov,
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even savages have their worship.  Anything thus
honored is an idol or god. Idols of gold, silver, wood,
and stone, graven by art and man’s device, have been
worshiped and honored in various ways. Different reli-
gions with creed and form of worship are found in
every nation. But there is but one pure religion, one
God who is worthy of worship; though he is an un-
known God to many, he is maker of all things, and
.commands us to love and serve him alone. We are his
offspring and each has an immortal soul, whlch is only
satisfied by the pure religion. -

There was a man of India who was trying to find
something to satisfy his spiritual nature. He tried first
one religion and then another until he had tried all he
knew of, but as he expressed it, ‘‘I thirsted still;”’
for not one of them supplied the longing desire of the
goul. A missionary was scattering the leaves of testa- .
ments among the people and one was given to this man,
who carried it home with him many miles, and with
much difficulty had it read to him. The leaf was from
the gospel of John and included these verses: “‘Jesus
answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of
this water shall thirst again: but whosoever shall drink
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.”’

These words so pleased him that he journeyed back-
to the distant town where he had obtained the leaf, to
find the missionary and learn more of this wonderful
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Teligion. His labor was rewarded; for he found the
Lord’s servant, who instructed him in the way of sal-
vation until he obtained the Spirit of God, which is the
well of living water. So much did he appreciate what
he had obtained that he spent the rest of his life in
visiting from house to house, telling to many the good
news, that there was a religion that could satisfy every
longing of the soul.

Every religion holds out inducements to attract and
retain individuals to its worship; and the adversary of
all good, the Devil, uses these religions to deceive souls,
that he may delight in their destruction. But every
one who is intensely earnest and perfectly honest before
God to know what is the pure religion, will find help
from him.

This pure religion is very closely counterfeited, and
these counterfeits offer many like attractions; but as
the impure coin can be discerned by detective skill, so
these impure religions can be discovered by the strong
detectives—the Holy Spirit and the word of God.
Hence, we see the need of careful and prayerful study
of God’s word, the Holy Bible; and in this land of re-
ligious freedom, no one is excusable for neglecting such
an important duty. But you say you do not love to
read it, and think it dull and unattractive. If you
were as earnest to know about things concerning the
soul as every one should be, you would think you had
found a precious gold mine, and would begin to dig for
its hidden treasure. While there are many very precious
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things all may comprehend by its careful study, yet the
deepest, most sacred and joyous truths are reserved for
those who are truly worshipers of the true God; for
they have the Holy Spirit, who unfolds or reveals the
things of God.

The God of love, our Father, offers to all who will
faithfully love and serve him, an endless life of glory
in a beautiful place prepared for them. He gives a sal-
vation that saves and purifies his subjects from sin,
bringing each one into perfect harmony with his will,
thus making this life one of purest joy.

Some think the religion of.the Bible a severe service
—they see only the outward things, that with their nat-
. ural hearts seem to be very disagreeable. But that is
not true. The service of the Lord is just right, and
suits perfectly every one that loves him with the whole
heart. Could a kird and loving father require any-
thing of his children that would not be for their good?
God is our Father and is more loving than our natural
parents. Therefore we know his service is not severe
or in any way contrary to us when we are his by the
new birth; for ‘‘ye must be born again.”” The joy of
the Lord is as far above the joy of the world as heaven
is above the earth, and can only be understood by those
who have experienced it in pure salvation.

Now, dear girls, as I desire for you that which will
be for your greatest good, my prayer is that you may
become more earnest in considering this subject. So I
will give you a Bible lesson.



A BIBLE LESSON.

DEAR GirLs: This ought to be a very precious let-
ter to you, as it is from the dearest book on earth; and
I hope it will be gladly received by all the readers, and
carefully treasured, that it may bring forth fruit for
eternity to the praise and glory of God.

Perhaps many of you agree with me that thereis a
great Creator, and that in wisdom and love he has
planned all things for the good of man. Then he would
desire our instruction in regard to himself and what
would be for our present welfare, also for the great fu-
ture; so he gives us counselors. He knew we would
wonder about many mysterious things, and in his great
wisdom and love he did not wish us to be counseled
wrong; so his counselors are established forever.
There is no subject, no circumstance of life, or any-
thing necessary to be known, but what we may find
perfect instruction therefor from these wonderful coun-
gelors. Then what are they? you question. We will
let King David answer, in the 119th Psalm, 24th verse
—*“Thy testimonies also are my delight and my coun-
- selors.”

The testimonies of God are the counselors; for they

are his solemn declarations, establishing and proving
30
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all that is true and righteous that is necessary for our
present and eternal good, and they are found in the
Holy Bible. He says to every man, woman, and child,
““Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou may-
est be wise in thy latter end.”—Prov. 19:20.  After
this short life every one has an eternity of glory with
God in heaven, or an eternity of woe with the Devil in
hell. So God wants us to be wise concerning this, and
prepare for that which is best. ¢‘There are many de-
vices in & man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the
Lord, that shall stand.’”’—Prov. 19:21. “‘The counsel,
of the Lord standeth forever, the thoughts of his heart
to all generations.’’—Psa. 33:11. From the first scrip-
ture we see that there are many devices in a man’s
heart; so that all who know not God are devising ways
of their own to accomplish their desires. Though they
do so, only the counsel of God shall stand to all gener-
ations, or forever. So if we want wisdom that shall
endure, that will not change, we must get it from God,
through the Bible.

‘T will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye
not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no under-
standing; whose mouth must be held in with bit and
bridle.””—Psa. 32:8. Oh, the preciousness of this
scripture to my soul! May it be also to you. Here he
says he will instruct and teach us in the narrow way in
which we must walk while living in this world—for he
will guide us with his eye. He sees all there is before
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us, and as we yield to him he will so guide us that ne
harm can come to us; for he can see so much better
than we can, yet we can by his help see his blessed way.
Oh, bless the Lord!

Once I thought that God’s word was such a strange
book that no one could understand it; that each one
should study it and then do the best they could to walk
in the way. But, oh, I am se glad that he has prom-
ised to guide us with his eye, so we shall be guided alike
and aright, in the way of truth and righteousness; and
our natures are so subject to God that there is no need
to be held in as animals, by force of bit and bridle, but
we are by the love of God constrained to obey his di-
rections.

Shall we believe God? In Isa. 45:5, 6 he asserts in
strongest language: “I am the Lord, and there is none
else, there is no God beside me; I girded thee, though
thou hast not known me; that they may know from
the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is
none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is none
else.” 12th verse—‘‘I have made the earth, and cre-
ated man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched
out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.”
19th verse—‘‘I have not spoken in secret, in a dark
place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob,
Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak righteousness, I
declare things that are right.”” 22d verse—‘‘Look un-
to me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I
am God, and there is none else.”
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Should we not put our trust in God when he is so
careful to give us such valuable instruction, asserting
that all he speaks is right, and in himn is salvation for
all people? Did you ever think that if you hesitate to
believe what God says, you are doubting or disbeliev-
ing, and you want some greater evidence that his word
is true, when there is no greater; for by his word all
things were created, and the Creator is greater than
the created. So if it is a great responsibility to believe
in God, it is also to disbelieve him; and every one who
has heard of him is doing one or the other, so the re-
sponsibility rests upon you, whether you will admit it
or not.

““‘Jesus answered him, The firat of all the command-
ments is, Hear, O Israel;the Lord our God is one Lord:
and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength.”’—Mark 12:29, 30.

““The hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor-
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in trutn;
for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth.”—John 4:23, 24. John, one
of the disciples, says, ‘““God islove,’’ and again, ‘‘God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”” Again, he
says, ‘“No man hath seen-God at any time.”

God so loved us that he sent his Son to suffer and
die for our salvation, and to speak to man his precious
truth. So Jesus the Son of God testifies that god the
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Father is the true God, and we should love him with
all our heart, soul, mind; and strength, and worship
him in spirit and in truth; for God is a Spirit.

Now can you understand that the great God is a
Spirit of love and light and no man can see him with
natural eyes? Therefore we are told that when we
come to God we ‘“must believe that he is.”” Some do
not want to serve God, because they cannot compre-
hend him with the natural senses; but God says, ‘‘Be-
lieve.”” So we know it is not by sight or feeling that
he is known, but by faith.

To believe is to trust, or to have faith, and we are
continually in many ways in our every-day life using
faith; so it is not strange that it should be used in the
salvation of our souls. We trust our parents and loved
ones, our neighbors and friends, our teachers and books,
and even strangers. Then is it strange that we should
need to trust God? So many stumble and worry be-
cause they cannot understand faith, and-do not know
how to get it. God says we cannot please him without
faith, and faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. If those who need faith will carefully
and humbly study the Bible, they will soon believe in
God, and then can seek him. Heb. 11:6. Rom. 10:17.

Can you realize that unbelief is very wicked, and dis-
honors God? If you were to tell something that was of
great benefit to those you loved and they should say,
¢“Oh, we do not believe that,” you would feel much
grieved, because they would lose the benefit you de-
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sired they should have, and would feel sad to think they
would dishonor you by acknowledging that they
thought you were untruthful, false, and, in stronger
“language, a liar. Oh,dear girls, can it be possible that
any one of you would grieve the great and wise God by
not believing him, when he desires to give you so many
precious things that you do not at all comprehend now?
for he says, ‘““Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things God:
hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit.”” The naturzl
man cannot realize what wonderful things are for Goc’;
children  but they having his Spirit have them reveal .l .
to them and enjoy many of them in this life, and shall
enjoy the rest in the great eternity in God’s presence.

In Hebrews 11:6 God says we ‘‘must believe that h ¢
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” So we see he expects us to seek him.
‘“Those that seek me early shall find me.”’—Prov. 8:
17.  ““‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness.”’—Matt., 6:33. ‘‘Seek, and ye shall find.”—
Luke 11:9. Then it is not enough to believe in the
existence of God, but we must seek him in his own
way, by humbling ourselves before him and believing.
on his Son Jesus whom he sent to save the world.

Now I do hope and pray that some of you will begin
to seek after God, that you may be saved from sin. In
the next letter I will tell you what the second step is;
for hearing and believing God is the first step.




CONVICTION OF SIN.

Dear Giris: Those of you who have been in the
company of religious people have often heard this word
used; but perhaps some have never stopped to think
what it means. If a man has committed an offense
against the laws of our state or country, the evidence
is given against him and he is judged guilty, or con-
victed of a misdemeanor. When the word of God is
read or preached it reveals to us what the standard or
law of right is, and as we apply it to ourselves we see
that in many ways and very many times we have trans-
gressed the law of God and stand before him guilty—
convicted of wrong-doing, or sin; for all that is wrong
is sin.

If we heed this conviction, let it rest upon our hearts
and minds, our wrong-doing will be a very heavy- bur-
den, and we become very anxious to have it removed.
There are two ways to gain relief. One is a very un-
wise and wicked way, and the other is a wise and joyous
way. Some grieve God by resisting and turning from
_ this conviction to deeper earthly joys and pleasures,
thus often drowning it in worldly gaiety. But it will
arise again and again, and often in the height of friv-
olous amusement they can realize the displeasure of
God—convicted of sin. 'l‘};e other way is to obey. the

3
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scriptures, seek Gtod for the pardon of past transgres-
sions, sincerely repenting of and forsaking them,-so
they are blotted out of the book of remembrance, and
through the merits of Jesus’ death, they do not longer
stand against us.

It is blessed to be reconciled to God through the Son.
Some have been under deep conviction at different
times and have turned from it, and they feel very indif-
ferent about their salvation. Every one who knows she
ought to serve God, knows it is wisdom, should seek
God for conviction of sin, by prayer and by reading his
word.

A sister who was an invalid during her youth was
peevish and easily teased by her fun-loving brothers,
which made her very angry, and many quarrels and
disagreements arose, making home very unpleasant.
Once in mild rebuke, her mother said, “My child, will
you never stop this quarreling until I am laid away
in the grave?”’ It weighed heavily upon her, and, as
ghe walked in the yard, a strong desire filled her heart
to have salvation; because that would make her kind
to her mother the rest of her days. So she knelt and
asked God to show her how sinful she was; to give her
a deep conviction of sin: and he answered her prayer
immediately, making her to realize the exceeding sin-
fulness of sin. Then she felt she was the chief of sin-
ners and it would not be strange if the earth would
open and swallow her up to hide her from an offended
God, against whom she had sinned times without num-
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ber. She continued to pray and yield herself to God
until he pardoned her transgressions for Jesus’ sake,,
and made her a new creature.

Some are waiting for something to happen to them to
make them very anxious to get saved, but every time you
read the word of God or hear it preached he is speak-
ing to you, asking for your love and service; and you
have no assurance that something wonderful will tran-
spire to bring you to a decision to serve him.  Others
want to be arrested by the Spirit and fall before the
,Liord as Saul on his way to Damascus. There were
nambers saved at that time, yet thete is no record of
any more such wonderful manifestations of the Spirit;
b1t many inquired, ‘‘What must we do to be saved?”’
and they were told to ‘‘repent, believe, and be bap-
tized.”” 'While God uses very many ways to help us
yield our wills to him, it would be too bad to wait for
sickness, or death of our loved ones, or for some fearful

" accident to make us serious or to concern us about the
welfare of our precious souls.

As we look back upon our lives we see many things
which we believe were permitted, to bring us where we
could hear the pure gospel preached and where we
could yield ourselves to God. If we had not been so
hard to hear, heed, and understand the things that
concerned our welfare, we had not needed to pass
through some of these severe trials and circumstances.

I think perhaps my own experience might help some
one; 8o I will give it to you. About a year after I
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agked God to give me again a tender heart, while at
school, I attended a meeting where every possible per-
suasion was used to induce the young to understand
they ought to serve God; but this did not bring con-
viction of sin. I did not know how bound I was by
the fetters of sin, and that of myself I could not serve
God acceptably; but I obeyed the instruction given,
and said I would serve him (in my own way), and then
they said that I should believe that as I came to God
he would not cast me away but would receive me.

* This was done with the head, or intellectual faith, but

as I was not convicted of sin, there could not be the
heart faith that is necessary for the real conversion of
the soul.

So I thought as God was so good I would please him
by being good.  Then a real conflict began. I would
see one fault in myself and give special attention to try
to get the victory over it: when pretty well satisfied on
that line, other faults would receive notice and I would
battle a while on that line, trying to subdue my ene-
mies; but while my attention was directed to them, be-
hold, the first fault would arise and gain a victory.
Thus while I fought, on every side was defeat. Often
discouragement would prevail, and as others seemed to
take things easy, I would too, until, aroused again to
think that some day I ought to get so good as never to
do anything I knew to be wrong, I would begin again
to battle against sin. Oh, how miserable was my life!
The only joy there was in it was in thinking that some
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time I would gain heaven, if I ‘‘fought to win the
“prize.”  While I read the Bible some and prayed, it
was not a pleasure, but a duty.

After nine years of this life, through many changes,
the opportunity came to hear the Word preached more
perfectly. Consecration was more carefully taught,
and that everything that the Bible condemns was to be
given up, and then God would make such a change in
the heart that no desire would arise to do those things.
That seemed so blessed after such a weary struggle,
that I was very anxious to obtain it. So one thing after
another was given up until finally a sweet peace rested
upon me and there was such a change in my heart, be-
cause the old sins had passed away. About a month
afterward I looked back and rejoiced that my control-
ling sins were vanquished enemies; for I did not yield
to them any more, through the change wrought by
God in my heart.

Now, dear girls, you see from that nine years’ expe-
rience in conflict with sin, that I saw how awful it was
and fully believed that only divine power could set me
free. Do you realize that all that are not saved are
thus bound by the fetters of sin, and so are servants of
sin? Are youwilling to have those fetters broken? Do
‘you know that if you ask God to help you to be willing
and to decide for the right, he will do so? Oh, how
intense is the desire within my heart that these letters
may help you to be wise in seeking first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness!
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Those of you who are not converted but who think
you sre not doing wrong, will you please read what the
Bible says about the works of the flesh, in Gal. 5:19-26;
Eph. 5:1-8; and Col. 3:5-18° Now they who do just
as they please to do are walking after the flesh and are
called to repentance, or they shall perish. Oh, dear
girls, we cannot be righteous without the puve religion
of the Bible, which is termed salvation, which means
deliverance from sin. ‘ '



REPENTANCE AND FAITH.—CONVERSION.

DEAR GiRLs: Now we come to repentance; for that
is the next step toward salvation. When the heart is
impressed with its sinfulness, there should come a deep
sorrow that in so many ways we have grieved a right-
eous God, our Father, who loves us dearly; and we may
call upon him to show us the way of escape from the
bondage of sin.

If we read the story of creation in Genesis, we find .
that the first man and woman, in the garden of Eden,
listened to the Devil, the enemy of all righteousness,
and obeyed him instead of obeying God whose instruc-
tion was for their good. When they disobeyed God it
was the first sin, and evil arose in their hearts, which
is inherited on down to the present time. The dear
little babies, who are so sweet and innocent, when a few
months old begin to show naughty feelings; for if they
are not pleased, they storm, show anger and strife, and
will strike their own dear mamma or any one who tries
to soothe them.  This shows the evil nature in their
hearts which brings forth evil doings, which is sin to
them when once they know right from wrong. This
is taught in Rom. 5:12, 19—‘“Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and

go death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”’
42
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“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous.” - By the sin of Adam the human race was
made sinful: by the death of Jesus each one may be
made pure, through faith.

After man had become sinful, he was not in harmony
with God and could not enjoy his presence. So there
must be some way to bring him back to purity; there
must be an atonement made for the sins of the whole
world. Then God in his great wisdom, and love for
fallen man, sent his only begotten Son Jesus into the
world to suffer and die, that we might be saved from
sin and made pure in heart. Therefore ‘‘there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.”” ¢‘The wages of sin is death.”’
Every one who sins brings upon himself eternal death;
that is, while his soul is immortal, has an endless exist-
ence, it is in spiritual death, separated from God. But
Jesus tasted death for every man. ‘‘This is the record,
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is
in his Son.”” ‘‘He that believeth on the Son hath ever-
lasting life.”” Through the death of Jesus all who be-
lieve on him are saved from sin and its effects, eternal
death. So in him the soul receives spiritual life—is
born again, born of God.

When Jesus came preaching in the cities of Galilee,
he told them to repent and believe the gospel of the
kingdom. Gospel means good news, and the kingdom
is the kingdom of God, or kingdom of righteousness
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set up in the hearts of all who will receive Jesus as
their Savior and King. It was very good news for
those who understood the prophecies; for they were
looking for the ushering in of a better dispensation
than the law, under which they had lived for fifteen
hundred years, and which could not cleanse the heart
from sin, making it pure and holy. But now they
should be delivered from their enemies, and might
‘serve God in holiness and righteousness all the days of
their lives. See Luke 1:70-80. How they rejoiced in
the privilege of living free from sin, and of having the
kingdom in their hearts, and Jesus reigning as King!

Dear girls, again we must entreat you to tura to the
living God, who has done so much for us in providing
such a wonderful, blessed, and glorious way to gain an
eternity of unalloyed bliss, in perfect harmony with
himself.  One request I desire to make of you in re-
turn for any benefit yon may receive from the reading
of these letters.  Will you read very carefally all you
can find in the New Testament about Jesus Clrist the
Son of God; and as you read will you say for yourselves
individually: ‘“‘Jesus died that I mizht have a pure
heart instead of a wicked one: ol, help me, dear Lord,
to want it above everything else’’?

When we read about Jesus’ life on earth and of God’s
great love in permitting him to suffer the ignominious
death on the cross, and begin to realize their loving-
kindness toward us, it should hasten us to obey their
instruction and bring us to repentance.
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Some may wish to know just what repentance is. So
I will try to make it so plain that a little girl may know
how to repent of her sins. After you see that you have
done many things that have been very wrong and have
grieved God every time, there comes a sorrow for so
doing, and you wish, oh, so much, that you had not
done wrong; and you say: If I could, I would never do
80 again; and by his help I never will. You sce, true
repentance is sorrow for grieving our loving Lord, and
it is turning from doing it more,

Did you ever do anything that your kind, loving fath-
er and mother had told you not to do, and when you
saw how they were grieved, your heart almost broke
with sorrow, and you ran to them saying, ¢‘Oh, if you
will only forgive me this time, I’ll never do so again’’?
You wanted to be reconciled to them; for you could
not bear to have your naughty act stand between you
and them. Just so, when you come to God in repent-
ance: you desire to have all the past forgiven, you want
to be reconciled to him, you want him to receive you
and love you freely, you do not want your sins to stand
as a mountain between him and you; so you give them
up, and cry, ‘O dear Father, forgive me!”’ The Spirit
whispers the words of Jesus, ‘“Ye believe in God, be-
lieve also in me,”’

Now you remember many precious promises, helping
you to look to Jesus, knowing there is ‘‘no other name
whereby you must be saved.”” Having come in submis-
sion you are on faith ground, and can ‘‘believe ye re-
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ceive, and ye shall have it.”” Oh, how precious! Yes,
you can say, ‘‘It means me, he does blot out my sins
to remember them no more. Yes, he does make me
his child.  Oh, his love, his wondrous love! Yes, he
does make me @ new creature; for behold, old things
are passed away and all things are become new. Ho
does give victory over sin.  Oh, his love, his wonder-
tul love! How could I have stayed away from him so
long and grieved him so sorely? . I cannot love him
enough. Oh, help me to serve thee faithfully all the
days of my life, my Lord and my God!”

Forgiven for Jesus’ sake—all the burden gone! Well
may all rejoice; loved of God and loving God; ‘“‘a soul
in its earliest love!”” Oh, may it sink dee per in his wiil
and enjoy more and more of the unmeasured love of
God. -

It is just as true as ‘““two and two make four,”” that
if we give up our rebellion and sins, sincerely repent-
ing of them, then believe in Jesus as our Savior from
gin, we receive a change in the heart that gives victory
over sin so long as we keep yielding to God and trust-
ing in him for grace. = Many have done so, and God
has always proved faithful;for he can never fail so long
as we obey and trust. Somes one may say, to dis-
courage you, ‘‘Oh, I tried it once and felt no better.”
That one surely failed to give up her sins or failed to
trust him; for if you do your part, the rest is sure.
God cannot deny himself, and he has said, ‘“Believe ye
receive, and ye shall have.”
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Some want to feel real joyful before they will trust
in God, but his way is established and cannot be
changed for any one. So just give yourself to God,
forsaking all evil, and cling to the promises, and let
him give you just the feelings that he sees best for
you; and you can always be sure he makes ho mistake,
80 praise him for his mercy and love.  We can always
rejoice in the love of (rod,” which is boundless.

Many do not enjoy as much as they desire, because -
they do not testify to what God has done for them, or
praise him with joyful lips.  How much must God do
for you before you can utter thanksgiving and praise?
Must you have an abundance of feeling before you can
thank a friend for a kindness, or praise them for their
remembrance of your desires or need? When we really
believe that our sins are pardoned, then we can praise
him freely; for ‘‘praise is comely for the upright.”
Are we grateful for his mercy? then let the heart
breathe out its gratitude in words of thanksgiving and
praise, and every time we do so we shall feel more like
it; for we can comprehend more of his loving-kindness.

We should never forget that the real object of salva-
tion is not to give us joy, but to give victory over sin-
If we should look toc much for joy, some opportunity
of testifying to the wonderful goodness of God might

" be overlooked, and we fail to shine for him who ha

led us in love and mercy to repentance; faith, and con
version.
In repenting, when you ‘‘sorrowed after a godly sort,
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what carefulness it wrought in you, yca, what clearing
of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear,
yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what
revenge!” The right kind of sorrow makes one care-
- fal in taking cach step toward God, in clearing up
everything that would hinder the work; for if we have
wronged any one in any way it must be settled as far
a3 possible at the time: if not then, as soon as can be
daone.  All enemies must be forgiven as we hope for
forgiveness. There should be a holy indignation in
godly fear against every evil of which we have knowl-
edge, with a vehement desire for their removal from
our hearts and lives.  Also, there must be manifest
real zeal in seeking for salvation, and we may be glad
that our enemies are to be vanquished foes and we are
revenged by the removal of all guilt. If all this is
necessary to obtain forgiveness, it is just as essential
for the keeping of it; for there must be no slacking of
earrestness or zeal in obeying every instruction of the
Lord our God:indeed, they should increase as we com-
prehend more and more their value and necessity. Yes,
dear girls, it is the business of the Christian’s life to
study dhe Word carefully, pray earnestly, trust con-
stantly, and obey gladly our Savior.

For every one how meet,
To fall at Jesus’ feet,

And there his love to greet,
Forgiveness—oh, how sweet!




WITNESSES.

Dear Girrs: The Bible says we shall be witnesses,
for we‘‘shall confess with our mouths the Lord Jesus.”’
Some think it a great cross to talk of Jesus to those
who do not serve him, but when our hearts are filled
with ‘love and gratitude to him for what he has done
for us, and we love those around us, then we will wish
to help them; so we can gladly tell what our loving
Lord has done for us, and entreat them to let him do
the same for them. Should the enemy of our souls’
good suggest that we are too weak, so wait till we are
stronger, just remember he is trying to cheat us out
of a precious victory; for that is just the way to grow
stronger in the Lord, because it strengthens our faith
and decision to serve him faithfully.

Once in returning to God, the Devil made it appear
that I would have a very hard time in trying to serve
God. After thinking over it very earnestly for several
hours, I made a strong decision to be a true child of
God, if I had to be almost constantly on my knees in
prayer, in order to keep the victory over my trials;
but praise the Lord! instead of having such a hard
time, when I awoke in the morning the Lord gave me
8o much of his love in my soul that all the difficulties
in the way were stepping-stones to victory; for if God

- .
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was with me constantly, there would be continually
blessed triumphs of grace, and each time was an occa-
- sion of much rejoicing in his love and mercy, and made
me stronger for the next conflict, in which my weapons
must not be carnal, but mighty through God for deliv-
erance. 'To-day there is no desire for the pleasures
and ways of the world; for Jesus’ love satisfies every
longing desire of the soul. Were I to make choice for
a pleasant life in this world only, the Christian life
would be my choice; for the joy of the Lord is far
above the joy of the world.

Now there are several testimonies from girls that I
believe will interest you, so will give place to them
here; for it gives me great joy to know that this re-
ligion is for the young, as well as for older people, and
has the same effect in all lives.

o
ONCE IN THE SERVICE OF SIN—NOW SERVING 60D,

DEeAR GIrLS: May the Lord bless each reader with
a real blessing from heaven in giving you a strong de-
sire to serve him now, that you may not have to regret
as I do so many years of sin. Yes, almost eighteen
years worse than wasted; for I was only enjoying the
pleasures of the world, which would fade and vanish
away.

When I was fourteen years old, God strove with me
in many ways to bring me to himself. Once he showed
me in a dream that I had come to a place where the
road forked in several directions, and I knew not
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which one to take. After a time of consideration I
decided to take the one that was most traveled, but
after journeying some time it ended in a dark, deep
abyss, where there was a multitude of people in great
misery, and I stopped on the edge, frightened and
trembling. This should have taught me that the way
that is most traveled in this world leads to despair,
and I should have taken the straight and nar-ow way.

My body became afflicted, and I thonght more of
gpiritual things; for the Spirit of God would strive
with me so often, until at every opportunity given to
others, to seek God, I would feel I ought to make a
start; but the Devil, my great enemy, would persuade
me, “Not now, thers is plenty of time, you are too
young; for you have not enjoyed the pleasures of the
world yet.”” 8o I would listen'and wait, not knowing
my great danger. Then the Lord took my dear little
gister home to heaven, almost breaking my heart to
part with her, our pet and darling; but this was his
loving way to draw our affections toward himself and
heaven, and I did desire to meet her again and spend
eternity with her, but I made no start.

Though my body grew weaker, I went deeper and
deeper into sin, until I became “*chief of sinners.” I
went to dances when under deep conviction, still striv-
ing against it. On New Year’s day, 1895, I made up
my mind to serve God the rest of my life. I read the
Bible nearly all day. Oh, how God strove with me! I
would read a while, then go away by myself and pray.
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There was to be a dance that night and I had promised
to go, but oh, how glad I was that it snowed so hard
that it was impossible to go; for I had promised the
Lord I would not go again, and I never have.

Two weeks later a meeting began at our schoolhouse,
and I attended, but made no start till the meeting was
toclose. I said to the girls as we went to meeting,
“Let us hold up our hands for prayer, to keep the
meeting going.”” That would have been very wrong,
but I was in earnest, but feared the girls would make
sport of me if I did so by myself. So three of us asked
for - prayers, but we all meant it in earnest. On
Sunday night I went to the altar and received such in-
struction that I saw there were wrongs to be made
right.” After that was done I could trust in Jesus, and
oh, what a wonderful change was wrought in my
heart, and how I did enjoy his love and mercy! What
a happy being I became, and what a happy world to
live in! I had found what my heart longed for, the
Spirit of God, and my joy was in him. The enemy
had me bound in the fetters of sin, but Jesus broke the
bands and set me free, oh, how free! Just as free as a
little bird. My freedom and joy no one can take away,
they endure through trials and temptations; for Jesus
keeps and guides.

After this I saw my heart was not pure, so I conse-
crated my life entirely to his service, and he cleansed
my heart in the precious fountain that was opened in
the house of David for sin and uncleanness, and it was




WITNESSES. 53

pure—free from the inherited sin. The Holy Ghost
was given to me and the love of God was shed abroad
in my heart, so I could love him more than ever. The
Spirit taught me the things of God from his word so
I was glad to follow my Lord in baptism; for ‘“‘we love
to obey all our Savior doth say, thus living in holy ac-
cord.” .

O dear girls who are away from God and never knew
his love, just come to his fold and taste of the precious
bread of heaven and drink of the water of life. It is
8o blessed to live for the Lord alone, having him live
in our hearts and guide us in the narrow way. Our
tongues cannot express the sweet comfort and peace of
souls alive in Jesus our Redeemer, Lord, and King.
We are reigning with him in this life. Yours in much
love, ' M c—

ot
A LOVING EXHORTATION AND WITNESS FOR JESUS. :
DEeAR Girrs: ‘‘What is your life? Itis even a
vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanish-
eth away.’’—James 4-14. How true this is, for our life
here is so short and eternity so long; for

“When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God’s praise,
Than when we first begun,”
if we have lived in accordance with his word, obeying
all his commands. Each one of us must spend this

great eternity somewhere, either in the regions of the
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lost in despair or with the Lord and his holy angels.
So, dear girls, where will you spend it? Will you live
a life of sin, then spend eternity with all the wicked
hosts in hell? or will you live a life free from all sin
and spend it with all the redeemed children of God?
This life is given us to prepare for eternity, so our
preparation should be made immediately; for we know
not when we may be called to our account. ‘‘Behold,
now is the accepted time; now is the day of salvation.”” -

“How sad it would be, if when thou didst call,
Al hopeless and unforgiven,
The angel, that stands at the beautiful gate,
Should answer, ¢ No room in heaven!’ ”’

I think some one says, ‘‘No, I won’t start now; for
I must have a few more good times and enjoy more of
the pleasures of this life for a while.” But, dear
girls, there is more pleasure in serving the Lord one
day, than you can get from the world in years. I
know this by experience; for I have tasted of the plea-
sures of the world and know what a deception they are.

I have felt very good and enjoyed myself very much
for a time, but when night would come and I retired
for the night and was alone with God, what a change!
for the pleasures had vanished, and I knew that if I
should be summoned to eternity that night, my soul
would be lost forever. Oh, what sadness in the
thought! But, oh, how blessed to retire to rest with
the sweet peace of God flowing deep in the soul and
the assurance that if you should be called away before
morning, an eternity of glory in the presence of the
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King of heaven would be your portion! Praise the
Lord, the joy of salvation is continuous as long as we
obey and trust. _

Some have plans made which they wish to carry out
before they start to serve the Lord. They want homes,
every need supplied, and treasures heaped together for
their pleasure; but the Savior says, ‘‘Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness,” and your
needs shall be supplied.” ‘‘Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth; * * * but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven; * * * for where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.”” How clear this is, that
we are to be more concerned about the things of eter-
nity than about the things of this life; for ye are much
better than the fowls of the air, and their needs are
supplied by the loving God. ‘‘Why take ye thought for
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they toil not neither do they spin: and yet
* * * Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, * * * shall he not much more clothe you?
Therefore take no thought, saying, Wherewithal shall
we be clothed? (for after all these things do the Gen-
tiles seek): for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.”” Oh, what wonderful
love and care! Do you not see, dear girls, that he
wants us to be his children in love and obedience, so
he can care for us in his own dear way? So it is
unwise to wait till we have what we want, before start-
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ing in his service. Just start, and trust him to give us
what is best for us.

Dear girls, will you not trust and serve such a God,
who cares for the birds, the flowers, and the grass of
the field? Let me entreat you in the name of Jeésus to
begin at once to seek his love to know, confessing and
forsaking your sins, asking him to forgive them, and

" he will do so and fill your hearts with a peace and joy
that passeth all understanding; for truly I can say
that a true Christian is the happiest person living in
this sinful world. Oh, dear girls,

-“I’ve tried the road of sin and found
It’s prospects all deceive:
I've proved the Lord, and joys abound,
More than I could believe.”

Yours in Jesus’ love, MyrTA DUNFEE:
o
FREE FROM SIN, HAPPY IN JESUS® LOVE.

DearR GirLs: I want to give my testimony for
Jesus; for I am so thankful for his goodmuess to me.
When a vile sinner he showed me my need of him, and
when I sought him with my whole heart, calling on
him for mercy, and was so in earnest that I could not
arise from my knees without his forgiveness, he laid
his loving hand on my head and said, ‘“Your sins are
all forgiven.”” Oh, how my heart did rejoice at these
words, and such a sweet peace came into my soul!

So many people tell us salvation is all excitement;
but do not believe it, for it is real. I was all alone
when God, for Jesus’ sake, forgave me all my sins,
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and oh, how precious is the place where I first knew
his love and mercy! If I had known how much plea-
sure there is in serving God, being his own dear child, I
would have started years before I did; for I was seek-
ing pleasure in every way and had many opportunities
for worldly amusement. But you all know, dear girls,
that as soon as these are over, you are tired and your
heart aches; for it is not satisfied with these things.
But, praise the Lord, when we are free from sin we are
happy all the time; for when trials and troubles come
we can take them to Jesus, and he bears them for us by
giving us grace and comfort and taking our care, when
we know he doth intercede for us continually and all
things work for our good.

Dear girls, do not try to live better lives in your own
strength, but ask God for conviction and study your
Bibles. Humble yourselves to God and he will raise.
you up and give you such a blessing you can scarcely
contain it, but will desire to share it with others.
Then do not look at other professing Christians and let.
their failures keep you from enjoying what God has for
you. Look to Jesus; for there is a narrow, straight
way, and you may find it if you desire to. Let not the
Devil make you think that you are too great a sinner-
for God to notice or to save. He is able to save to the
uttermost all who come to him. No matter what their-
gins have been, he is willing to make the heart pure,
thus honoring himself by his mighty works of love and.
mercy.
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the Lord forgave my sins, he purified
ed me with his Spirit and love, so I
rith my whole heart, and live to his
So, dear girls, give him the whole
you will not regret it in the vast eter-
will be ready without a moment’s no-
worlds, and be ushered into divine
t is the chief joy of the Christian—
7ith our Father and our Redeemer.
sach reader with deep conviction and
at is good, that you may be happy in
e in life and in the endless ages of
Yours, ever happy in the Lord,
BerTHA ELLWOOD.




WALKING IN OBEDIENCE—STATE OF INNOCENCE.

Dear GirLs: Now we come to one of the most
precious truths of the Bible, to those who have sought
and obtained the pardon of all their sins, and been
made new creatures in Jesus the Lord.

Now, dear girls, would it seem reasonable for some
to claim that they had been great sinners, often trans-
gressing the law of God and of righteousness, then pro-
fess that Jesus had saved them from their sins, then go
on and do the same things, walking in the same old
way? L believe you will say, ‘‘No, that would not be
wise, nor right.”” Some may say, ‘‘Oh, no; they must
read the Bible and pray, go to meeting, and do all
they can to help others to the Lord: but then they can-
not help doing some wrong things.” Can you find
that teaching in the Bible? Does that honor God? If
he can keep people from great sins like drunkenness
and adultery, do you not think he can keep them from
getting angry, saying cross, ugly words, speaking evil
of others, and such things? Oh, yes, dear girls, God is
able to keep us from sin; and should others try to
make you think that a Christian must do some wrong
things, just remember they are holding up one of the
counterfeit religions, and have no confidence in their

9
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instruction.  For the Bible clearly teaches that Jesus
should “‘save his people from their sins.’’

It is this way. A drunkard commits the sin of
drunkenness; for no drunkard shall enter heaven.
Should he get converted, he must give up drinking and
be kept from it by the power of God—saved from that
gin and every other sin. Should a man, woman, or
child be guilty of deceit and falsehood, when they are
converted they are saved and kept from those sins and
every other sin. You would not expect to see a
drunken Christian, nor a deceitful and lying Christian,
would you? Neither are there proud, worldly, fashion-
able, covetous, or angry Christians.

Yes, dear girls, every sin must be given up when you
seek Jesus, and then as long as you keep yielding to
him and trusting that his grace is able to keep you free
from them, so long will you be kept from committing
sin. This is the great work of God through Jesus
our Redeemer. ¢‘There is therefore now no condem-
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”> When we are
converted we receive the Spirit of Jesus Christ, which
is obedient to God and helps us to walk in his way,
doing his will and heeding and loving his teach-
ings; for he says, ‘‘If ye love me, keep my command-
ments.”” ‘“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you.” The love of God in the heart
prompts every Christian to faithful service in receiving
and obeying each instruction of the Lord, knowing
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that in so doing, they may best honor and glorify him
whom they desire to please by a godly walk and con-
versation.

If you see professing Christians trying to excuse
themselves from receiving and obeying the teachings
of God, they show they do not love him; for in the
17th chapter of John in speaking of those who were
true disciples, the Lord said they had received the
Word. That meant they had received or accepted the
entire Word, not leaving one truth or one teaching or
commandment out of it. If we receive it, we must
keep it, in perfect obedience.

Dear girls, we have come to the life of innocence that
we mentioned before in the letter on ‘‘Right and
Wrong.” Yes, all converted persons are just as free
from sin as a little child; for they will only do the
right so far as they have knowledge. . This is a blessed
state, and is a much higher standard of religion than
very many professing Christians enjoy; for many will
do what they know to be wrong, then excuse themsel-
ves for it. But God does not excuse them. So they
are under condemnation; for they are living after the
flesh and cannot enter the kingdom of heaven until
they repent of their disobedience.

Do you remember what the first sin was, and how
great a punishment was given for it? Was it not dis-
obeying God because they did not believe that he meant
just what he said? Oh, how my heart aches when I
see 8o many keeping a part of God’s word and rejecting
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and disobeying a part because they are willfully set
against it, showing pride and rebellion in their hearts!
God would not have punished disobedience or required
obedience if it were impossible to know what he re-
quires of us, or to know what his word teaches; for he
has decreed that it should be taught by faithful preach-
ers and teachers. So they must know from him just
what is truth in order to teach aright. While the
world is full of all manner of false teaching, these God-
sent preachers must teach the everlasting gospel, and
all who have the privilege of hearing it preached must
measure up to its standard in perfect obedience. A
soul that is truly converted to God will praise him for
the privilege of obeying the pure teachings of the Bi-
ble; for it is food to the soul, and thereby shall we

grow in grace and in the knowledge of God.
Precious grace, from sin set free—
Jesus, dear, we'll follow thee;

In thy teaching, pure and true,
We may walk and love it too.

X



«BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART.”

DEar GirLs: If you should decide to make a jour-
ney from one country to another, you would not expect
to know all about every difficulty or pleasure on the
way, before you started. So when we enter upon the
journey from earth to heaven on the straight and nar-
row way, we do not know all there is before us, but we
have the assurance of our heavenly Father that all
things shall work together for our good. Before we
started to serve (God, while our hearts were loving sin,
his way seemed very unpleasant to us, though we knew
it was wise to take it. = After we started and began to
see our awful condition, the gospel way seemed much’
better to us, and our longings increased for the privi-
lege of walking therein. The bitterness of repentance
and restitution was overlooked in anticipating the love
of God in forgiveness of sins, and when this was ob-
tained it so far exceeded our expectations that we could
rejoice in every heartache, every humiliation, yea, even
in the darkest moment of repentance; for through
these we emerged into the glorious sunshine of redeem-
ing love. Then we knew God’s way was best, for it
was far above our way, and we could rejoice in his great
love and wisdom. After conversion there are many

things we miust learn. If at any time we come to
63
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something that does not appear as pleasant to us as we
would like, we must not shrink from it, but, knowing
it will work for our good, press boldly forward and by
faith accept victory.

Do you remember, dear girls, that in a former letter
I spoke of the innocent state of the dear little babies,
but showed you that very soon they manifested naughty
feelings, and that these arose from the inherited sin in
the heart? While they are innocent of transgressing
the law of God, because they do not know right from
wrong, they do many things as they become older that
will be sin, when they are accountable. If you see a
weed, a thorn, or a nettle in the garden, you know
there must have been bad seed there to produce the
bad plant. When anger, strife, hatred, pride, rebel-
lion, untruthfulness, or any other evil is seen in any
one’s life, we may know there is bad seed there bring-
ing forth bad plants.

When people are converted they are made innocent
of transgression, brought back to the state of babes;
but as they are intelligent, therefore responsible, be-
ings, through the grace of God the bad seed must not
produce evil plants—must be kept in subjection. This
requires much watching and praying, with strict care-
fulness in walking in every ray of light that shines from
the sacred pages of truth. Should these be neglected,
the enemy approaches and in some of his wiles allures
the soul from faithfulness to God, and, in an unlooked-
for moment, the evil within produces the outward sin,
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and the soul must humble itself before God in true re-
pentance, and trust in Jesus for mercy to be again re-
stored to innocence. Should such have instruction
from the word of God right here, according to their
need, many trials and sorrows may be avoided. The
Word says, ‘‘Blessed are the pure in heart; for they
shall see God.”” Gospel salvation restores fallen man
to the purity of heart he enjoyed before the fall, but’
this is not done all at once. The first part is forgive-
ness of all sins committed; the second part is the
cleanéing of the heart from the inherited sin, or, as we
illustrate it, the destruction of the bad seed in the heart.
This great Bible truth has been neglected by very many
different classes of religious people, who claim to follow
Jesus, and the result is that most of them are just try-
ing to serve God in their own way (which is a very poor
way), and will not reach heaven. Because of the neg-
lect in teaching this precious truth, there are many
dear people who are entirely ignorant of their privilege
of cleansing in the blood of Jesus from all sin.

So, dear girls, I could not write you very many let-
ters without telling you about this precious experience
that has done so much for me, and will do just as
much for you if you will receive it. The Bible name
for it is Sanctification, or, Baptism of the Holy Spirit;
but there are other names applied to it which indicate
different phases of the work; as, heart-purity, perfect
love, Christian perfection, second work of grace, the
cleansing, and the indwelling Christ. These will be
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made clear as we proceed with the subject. Now,
every one of you may understand it; for it is very clear
and simple, although it is a wonderful work of divine
grace, and should encourage all to desire to fathom
the depths of God’s glorious salvation.

Suppose, dear girls, you had a flower bed, and youn
were away from home a month in midsummer, and
when you returned, behold, the weeds were as high as
the flowers, and much more thrifty. How would you
expect to remedy the matter? Would you cut them
off near the ground and allow the roots to remain to
shoot up new sprouts and soon be as bad as ever? or
would you desire to get at the bottom of the trouble,
and destroy the very roots? Yes, you say, we always
want weeds destroyed, root and all. So do you not see,
girls, that if the root of sin, the inherited evil in the
heart, can be taken away, there will be no sprouts
shooting forth, no sins to bring into condemnation?
Yes, we can praise God that he has a way to remove
this root of sin, the carnal nature.

There are three great needs for each one in order to
become pure in heart. The first need is to know that
we are justified before God; that is, that our sins are
all pardoned and we are truly converted. The second,
is to see that the Bible teaches such an experience as
a purging, purifying, or cleansing of the heart from all
defilement of sin. The third one is to realize our
need of it, to see just where we fail of measuring to
the gospel standard. I will give you a few scriptures
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that ought to help you in each of these three needs.

In John, the 15th chapter, Jesus says, ‘I am the
vine, ye are the branches.” ‘‘Every branch in me
that beareth not fruit he [the Father] taketh away;
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it,
that it may bring forth more fruit.”> A branch in
Christ is a converted person.  Should it cease to bear
good fruit, the husbandman, the Father, taketh it away
from the vine, because it is dead. ~But every branch.
that continues to bear good fruit, he purgeth, or cleans-
eth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. You see
God wants a fruitful vine, and every branch must bear
much good fruit; so he cleanseth it that it shall do so
to his glory. The good fruit is the fruit of the Spirit,
and after the cleansing, each branch can be more lov-
ing, have more joy and peace, be more long-suffering,
gentle, meek, and temperate, have greater goodness
and faith; thus honoring God by being filled with the
Spirit. '

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts,
ve double-minded.”” The sinner is here commanded
to cleanse his hands from actual transgressions, or the
outward sins; for they are thus represented because
they are his works. The double-minded are those who
are decided to serve God, and do obey his teachings,
but find their hearts are not in perfect accord with
God; for while they have determined to do his will, it
is many times not entirely agreeable. 'These are com-
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manded to purify their hearts, to bring them into per-
fect harmony with the mind of God; for it is their
privilege to have ‘‘the mind of Christ.”

““And put no difference between us and them, puri-
fying their hearts by faith.”’—Acts 15:9. The Gen-
tiles who believed on Jesus are spoken of by Peter; for
when they received the Holy Ghost, it was a clear wit-
ness that the gospel extended to them the same as to
the Jewish converts. So there was no difference; for
their hearts were purified by faith. From this we see
that the purifying and purging is by faith, to those
who are justified by faith.

We can see more clearly that this cleansing belongs
to the converted, in 2 Cor. 7:1—‘“Having therefore
these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.”” Paul, an apostle of Je-
sus Christ, was here writing to the church of God at
Corinth, calling them ‘‘dearly beloved,”” and entreat-
ing them to have holiness perfected, by the removal of
all uncleanness. That would mean he wanted them
to be made pure; for holiness is begun when the grace
of God is imparted that gives victory over sinful trans-
gressions, as in conversion, and is perfected when the
heart is made pure. They had an important part in
this cleansing, as is made clearer in his letter to the
Roman Christians, in Rom. 12:1, where he beseeches
them: ‘‘Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”’
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Our part of the work of cleansing is first to give our-
selves entirely to God, or, in other words, lay ourselves
on the altar Christ Jesus, that this altar may sanctify
the gift. For it is the blood of Jesus that cleanseth
the soul from all impurity, as is seen when John says,
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faith-
. ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”’

There is great need of carefulness in bringing our-
selves fully to the Lord; we must desire God to have
his way with us in everything connected with our lives.
Live for him day by day, with no motive but the glory
of God, no aspiration but to be faithful servants, no
plans for the future, letting him unfold it to please
himself, and what pleases him will please us. This
sacrifice of ourselves must be complete, without a
blemish, as in the law offerings. As we touch the gold-
en altar, Jesus, the blood purges from the inherited
sin, and the sacrifice is made holy. Should any say
they have no sin to be cleansed from, it would be be-
cause they did not receive the teaching of the word of
God.

Then, dear girls, bring the precious offering of
yourselves to God. Have you anything too good for
Jesus, that you should withhold it from his service?
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST.

DEaR GIirLs: My only motive in telling you my
experience in entering this blessed state of grade, is
to honor God and help you to understand your privi-
lege, and how to attain to the same, that you may
please your heavenly Father.

I want to tell you first how the Lord showed me my
need of being cleansed from the inherited sin. I had
been a Christian about four years, and had not had

.any clear teaching on this subject; but I would often

catch a glimpse of a Christian life far beyond the one
I was living, but did not understand it. There was a
meeting held in which this experience was more
clearly taught than before, and I was convinced it was
Bible doctrine and so it was my duty to have it. The
scripture read one day was that if we hear the word of
God and do it, then we are building on a solid
foundation, but if we hear the word of God and do it
not, then we are building on a sandy foundation, that
will not stand when the storms come upon it. This
made me see that if I would stand as a Christian I
must press into this better experience. But I thought
of several humiliations that would be necessary, and
began to hesitate; when, oh, how dreadful! my spirit-
ual foundation began to shake, and. I said, ¢‘O Lord, I
will move forward.”” Then I began to ask God to
7t
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cleanse my heart, to make it pure, to fill my heart
with love; for I began to see that my love did not
measure to the Bible standard. I did not love God
with all my heart and soul, mind and strength; be-
cause the evil within was contrary to love, and I could
not love my neighbor as myself, because the root of
selfishness was also there.

One evening, in reading the sermon on the mount,
it seemed so precious that I meditated upon every
subject in it, except one. In the night I was awak-
ened by that one subject ringing in my ears, ‘“‘If thou
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest
that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave there
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be re-
conciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy
gift.”  ‘‘Is there anything of that kind for me to do,
dear Lord?’ I prayed. Then hec brought to my
remembrance a neighbor family who were feeling
very bad towards me because of a reproof that was
given to them not in the wisest and most loving way.
I was conscious that the Lord wanted me to ge to
them and try to be reconciled. Though I was deter-
mined to obey God, yet really, in my heart, I did not
like to do this that he required of me.

So I saw that my nature was not in perfect harmony
with him; it was not pure, because the heart was not
pure. When I saw this, oh, the longing desire that
filled me to be killed out; for I saw that what was
good of me was of God, and what was not good was of
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myself. So I wanted all of myself destroyed, that 1
might be entireiy godlike. Then I told the Lord that,
with his help, I would go to this family and try to be
reconciled, doing all possible to have this evil root
removed ; for I saw it was the root of pride that did
not want me to humble myself for the reconciliation.
In the morning, as soon as the family was seated at
breakfast, there was an opportanity to go to this
neighbor’s, by whom I was kindly received and asked
to remain to family prayers. So I told them.that was
what I came for.

The Bible lesson read was the fifth chapter of Gala-
tians, in regard to the works of the flesh; and as it
was read my heart was melted-to think’ that the root
of variance was there and had unconsciously brought
forth a degree of fruit. When asked to pray, the
Lord still more fully broke up the deep of my ‘soul and
I prayed out just what I had come for, and my desire
that we be bound by the cords of divine love and
kindness. As we rose from our knees, the Lord led
me to go to each one of the children and ask their
forgiveness for all they thought I had done wrong,
which was quickly given by all; then the parents
came to me and asked forgiveness for all they might
have said against me. So it was all settled to the
glory of God. :

Oh, how we ought to love every one of our acquain-
tances, just as Jesus loves them for their good, always
ready to do them a kindness, with not even a shadow
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-of variance! Returning home across the pasture, how
God did bless my soul! Still I could not believe that
this was sanctification. = That night on retiring it
-came to me that perhaps I had a little way of my own
in which I desired the experience, and I saw there was
a wish to receive the Holy Spirit at the meeting, in
order to convince some who were doubtful. Right
away I gave it into God’s hands and asked him to do
the work in his own way; for I had done all I knew,
and the rest was for him to do as pleased him.

Dear girls, we must be perfectly willing to let God
honor himself in doing for us in his own best way.
‘Some want to get shouting happy and others want to
keep quite still. It is not in our happiness that we
are to have confidence, but in the promises of God.
If we are all consecrated to his service and then rest
upon the promises by a steady faith, the cleansing is -
-complete and we can witness to the same in steadfast
faith.  We can praise (God for his goodness and
rejoice in his grace that sets us free from sin.

In the night I was awakened by great spiritual dark-
ness resting upon me. I began to question what it
meant, then remembered hearing some speak of the
dark hour before their conversion; and as I had had
mo specially dark time, the question arose, ‘‘Have I
been truly converted to God, or have I been mistaken?”’
As I thought of the wonderful change that had been
in my life and how strong my faith was that my sins
were pardoned, I cried out in the vigtory of faith, ‘O
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my Lord! I know my sins were all forgiven and I
have enjoyed thy love and mercy.”’

You see, dear reader, how kind the dear Lord was to
me. He wanted me to be so established in faith in
regard to my conversion that the doubts and false
teachings of men could not overthrow my confidence;
that I might always know that there are fwo works of
divine grace in making a perfect Christian and in
bringing every one to full salvation.

After I had settled it in victory of faith that I was
clearly justified before God, I asked him to tell me
what this great darkness meant. Then he whispered
in loving accents, ‘I with Christ am crucified.” So
there was the knowledge that he was doing just what I
had asked him to do; he was killing my old carnal
nature, and I was so glad. The Spirit then brought a
deeper consecration to me, one thing after another,
faster than one could think: “‘I never will spend an-
other hour in reading anything that will not help me
gpiritually. I never will spend another hour in fancy
work. I never will put ruffles and trimmings on my
clothes. I never will put on my children what I would
not put on myself. If the Lord calls me to teach the
gospel, I will gladly do it. If he calls me to go to
India to teach it, I will go. If he calls me to go and
my dear ones are not willing to go, I will go anyway.
I will never add cent to cent or dollar to dollar to lay
up treasures here.”’

Oh, dear girls, this meant so much to me! As I saw
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the awful condition of souls lost in darkness forever, 1.
could not use my time in careless reading or fancy
work, for amusement; or in extra dressing, for the
good-will of the world; but it must be used for the
good of souls, in prayer and in study of God’s word, to-
make me a more efficient laborer.  Then how could I
think of allowing the children God had given me, to-
do those things that would incline them to careless-
ness of spiritual things or grieve our loving heavenly
Father? If he called me as a laborer in his vineyard,
he would prepare me for it by his grace and power;.
and if he called me for separation from dearest ones,
he would give grace and help in time of need. Oh,
how could we have the Spirit of Christ, who gave his
life for us, and we heap treasures together for our
pleasure, leaving these blood-bought souls to perish
eternally? Oh, how God did open my eyes to see the
great reality, and sink me down before him to love
and do his holy will; to yield myself a living sacrifice-
unto himself, which was only my reasonable service!

Just as I had made this complete consecration, my
baby cried, and I hastened to care for her; then the
Spirit said to me, “The Lord is more willing to give
the Spirit to them that ask, than we are to give good
things to our children.””  As I believed this promise,
there was confidence that just then he did fill me with
his Spirit—did baptize me with the Holy Ghost—and
I could look up in perfect assurance that a perfect
work was done in my soul

AN
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O girls, no pleasure of earth can compare in the least
degree with this joy of heaven that filled and thrilled
my entire being. Lost in the great ocean of God’s
love—made pure in heart, filled with God, henceforth
to live to his glory! Nothing of myself, no carnal
nature, no inherited sin—but godlike!  Oh, the glory
of God that flooded my tried and tired soul that had
found the Christian’s rest, that was entered by faith!

Then I remembered some teaching given, that we
should consecrate thoroughly—‘‘dig down deep, and
when we got to the bottom, it would be like going in-
to a deep well in the daytime, we could look up and
see the stars’’—heavenly beauties! As I thought of
this I was confident that I could do so, and cast my
eyes heavenward, when God gave me a vision of the
starry heavens glowing in spiritual beauty.  This
faded from sight and a mountain, all dark on the sides,
appeared, with a stream of sacred glory, as a rainbow,
arising from the other side of the mount, which
arched the distance and rested upon my heart, filling
my soul with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
Then a voice said, ‘‘This is the way, walk ye in it.”

O dear girls, I had found the right way—the narrow
way, wholly consecrated to God and filled with his
Spirit of truth—all because Jesus had suffered for me
on this mount Calvary, that T might be saved and sat-
isfied in him.  Yes, I had found the way, the blessed
‘“‘way of holiness.” It was not hard to say that I was
sanctified; for I realized that it was God’s work and
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he should have the glory and praise. As I went to
different friends to tell them of the wonderful works
of God, he strengthened and blessed my soul. Since
then, as I have walked in the light of his word, he has
been all and in all to me, satkfying every longing of
the soul.

As the baptism of the Holy Ghost has been spoken
of several times, it seems needful to give you a few
scriptures to show what is meant. When we are con-
verted we receive the Spirit of Christ, so that we be-
come obedient,loving and serving God the best we know.

In John 14:15-18, Jesus says, ‘‘If ye love me, keep
my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave
you comfortless; I will come to you.”” 1In the 23d
verse, ‘‘If a man love me, he will keep my words; and
* my Father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.’” 26th verse, ‘‘But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever
I have said unto you.”” John 15:26—‘“When the
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth
from the Father, he shall testify of me.”
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From these verses you can clearly see the two states
of grace. First,loving God and keeping his command-
ments; and then, receiving the Father and Son in the
person of the Holy Ghost, which is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, is not acquainted with him.

Now the Holy Ghost comes into our hearts just as
they are purified by faith in the blood of Jesus. In
the second chapter of Acts, you can read about the
day of Pentecost, when one hundred and twenty dis-
ciples received this baptism of the Holy Ghost, and as
Peter preached to the multitude, he said this was
prophesied by Joel. ¢‘And it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams; and on my servants
and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days
of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.”” After that
sermon, many asked what they should do to be saved,
and were told to repent and be baptized, and they
should receive the Holy Ghost; ‘‘for the promise is
unto you and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”

Girls, we are the far-away ones; because many gen-
erations have passed away since then, and ¢‘whosoever
will”” is called to receive forgiveness, and those who
accept the invitation are cailed for the baptism of the
Spirit.  So every one of us may possess this precious

~
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gift. When I began to realize that it was for me, it
seemed almost too good to be true. Nothing of this
world can in the least compare with it; for he has
promised to supply all our needs in Jesus Christ. So
he grants us the crowning gift of the Holy Ghost.
Just think, my girls, of the mighty God condescend-
ing to abide in our hearts, when we open the door for
his entrance, by having them thoroughly cleansed in
the blood of Jesus our Lord. Then he has promised
to sup with us and we with him—a spiritual feast of
the good things of God, of the meat of the gospel,
which is as real to those who are spiritually-minded as
any grand dinner that was ever surrounded by hungry
mortals feasting upon the dainties of earthly plenty.

- How can I make a stronger appeal to you? What
can be said that will influence you to seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness? Dear girls,
words fail to express the earnest desire of the heart for
your temporal and eternal good, but I know the Spirit
of God is yearning over you and will sink these words
into your hearts and minds, and do all possible to
draw you unto your loving Father.

This crowning gift to man is given,

To comfort, teach, and guide to heaven;
Revealing grace and joy enduring;

To God the heart of man alluring

By nobler thoughts and love entrancing;
Thus every one in truth advancing.

The crowning gift, the Holy Spirit,

May come to one and all who hear it;
Shall cleanse the heart from sinful feeling,
Give faith and confidence for healing,
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Turn mourning into joyous singing,
The heart in sweet accord thus bringing.

This gift of gifts holds in its keeping

For Christians wise, who are not sleeping,
A promise true, that this anointing,

For help and grace to Jesus pointing,
Shall make them wise and fruitful ever,
That from the vine they’re severed never.

Then come, dear girls, in holy boldness,
Escape the snares of worldly coldness;
Enjoy with us this greatest blessing,
Your souls be clothed in richest dressing;
For time is short, the end is nearing:

Be ready, girls, for Christ’s appearing.

Loex A A



SANCTIFICATION VIEWED FROM DIFFERENT STANDPOINTS.

DEaR Giris: Did you think while reading the last
few letters how much is enfolded in one work of
grace? how much God does for us at one time? The
heart is made pure, cleansed from all sin by the blood
of Jesus, so this grace is often called heart-purity.
This world is the place to prepare for eternity, and the
preparation comprises very much more than most
people will admit. Let us examine into it some and
see what we can understand, and if it is perfectly
reasonable.

When laboring people are expecting to attend some
gathering, to mingle with friends and acquaintances,
they expect first to stop their work in season for care-
ful preparation. This includes a cleansing of the body
and the putting on of suitable apparel. Naturally we
are laborers in sin, that which is very defiling to the
gpiritual man, making us very unsuited to the society
of heavenly beings or to the presence of God. Then
if we would accept his invitation to reign with him in
glory, the business of sin must be stopped in time to
make preparation. As we do not know what moment
the call will be given to us to enter into his presence,
it is wisdom to be ready now, so there can be no pos-
gibility of missing the oppsortunity of an eternity of
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glory. Realizing this, we stop our work of sinning
and desire to be made clean.  So we behold the foun-
tain that was opened in the house of David for sin and
uncleanness, humbly paying the price of entire conse-
cration, and Jesus our Lord cleanses the entire being,
that the ‘“whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”’
As we receive the Holy Spirit we are fully dressed for
the grand and glorious occasion, as we have on the
robe of righteousness, which is the purest, most costly,
and most saitable of all apparels.

How would you like te be considered filthy by those
you respect? Do you respect God? How do yon hike
to have him call you unclean? Have yom cleansed
your hands from your transgressions, and purified yonr
hearts by faith in the cleansing blood? Unless yom
have, you come under condemnation as nnprepared for
the gathering of friends and loved ones into God’s hoty
Ppresence. :

Again, in this work of grace the love of God is she
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. Did yom
ever feel the sweet emotion of love toward some one,
a father or mother, brother or sister, a schoolmate or
a friend? If s0, you do not think that love is something
imaginary, but you value it as highly as yom compre-
hend its depths.

God’s love is purer and more ennobling and refining
than natural love. So, as our hearts are filled with it,
it bears much precious fruit in controlling thoughts,
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words, and actions, bringing our lives into sweet har-
mony with our God. It is called perfect love, for it is
complete or entire. It is natural to try to please those
we love and respect, and so when we love God
supremely, that love will affect every aspect and con-
dition of our lives and raise them to a higher plane.

So, dear girls, all whose hearts are aching from the
loss of loved ones, from the failure of plans and pur-
poses, or for a friend that will never fail, whom you
can love with all the intenseness of loving hearts, let
me entreat you to turn to God and find in him a loving
Father, Counselor, and Friend.

Then, we remember that holiness is begun in con-
version and perfected in this second work of grace.
Therefore there is a degree of beauty in calling it
Christian perfection, which does not mean to be all-
wise or almigthy as God, but simply perfect Christiang
through the grace of God, that we may live ‘“unblam-
able in holiness all the days of our lives.”’

If a house is so carefully designed that it meets every
requirement of the owner, so he is perfectly satisfied
with its use, it is to him a perfect house, though it
may not be so beautiful or commodious as others. If
a large city mansion with all its attendants were trans-
ferred to a small farm, it would be altogether out of
place, and would not be adapted for use there, while
it might fill its own place to the satisfaction of the
owners. Now, this perfecting grace is not designed
to make its possessors so great and mighty that they
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would be out of place in filiing some humble place in
life, but it does preparc each one to live a pure, lowly
life in just the place God may choose for him, adapted
by the marvelous wisdom and grace of God.

Again, we may illustrate the point we wish you to
observe and retain by looking at two horses. Here is
one, slim, long-limbed, and active, with flowing mane
and tail, perfectly formed for beauty and speed. It is
a perfect horse for carriage and road, but not strong
enough for a farm work-horse, or for heavy burdens.
Now we see a beautiful, large, heavy-framed, strong-
limbed, and willing work-horse, prepared to bear the
burdens of a life of hard labor, and again we say a ‘‘per-
fect horse.”” Now if these are perfect horses, why are
they not alike? why do they not have the same ability?
You can see they are perfect for the place they are to
occupy. Do you think man can make perfect houses
and many other things, and nature bring forth perfect
horses adapted for different uses, and God be unable
to set before the world perfect Christians for every
sphere of life, perfectly prepared by his grace to serve
and honor him? .

How beautiful is this fact, that God does give us of
his grace, that our service may be acceptable to him,
and as we grow in grace we are thereby prepared for
the duties of life, and the lowliest may just as fully
honor him by lives of whole-hearted service, as those
who occupy a more responsible and prominent position
in life. From this we see how well applied is the name
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often used in connection with our topic, ‘‘second work
of grace;”” for it gives all honor to him who performs
the first work, conversion, and the second work, sanc-
tification. If all honor is given to God, there is no
room for exaltation of self, as though it were by some -
work of our own. '

Then do not let th> enemy of your soul’s good cheat
you out of possessing this grace that gives the purest
humilify, by crying bigoéry, or by trying to make you
think that it is just for the workers in God’s vineyard;
for indcel it does extend to every one of God’s dear
children, for it is their inheritanct from him. But
you must first be a child of God by spiritual birth,
truly converted; for only the members of one family
receive a portion in the division of father’s estate. In
this case it is a little different, as each one receives a
whole estate, for each one receives a perfect salvation.

As this work of divine grace imparts holiness to its
possessors, it is commonly called holiness, and many
people unwisely oppose it, thinking it is a doctrine
teaching people to keep from sin and then they are
holy, thus honoring their own efforts by too high a
name. Now you know from previous letters, that this
is a great mistake; for the Bible clearly teaches that
only in Jesus is salvation. Then, if we would honor
the giver, we must honor the gift, as we teach accord-
ing to the Word, that the soul is dead in sin, but by
faith in Jesus is made alive, and then by faith is made
holy. 8o all honor is due to his dear name. When
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you use the word %oliness or hear it used, be sure to
think, ‘It is the gift of God.”

As sanctification means the state of holiness, it is
the Bible name for this grace, and we should not hesi-
tate to use it; for it glorifies the Lord, who prayed
that the disciples should be sanctified through the
truth: for it is through the study of the word of God
that we see our privilege, which gives us faith to claim
the inheritance from him, and thus we are purified
through belief of the truth. Once it was a large, hard
word for me to use before the unbelieving, 'but when I
accustomed myself to think,

Sanctified by power divine,
Blessed Jesus, thou art mine,
Mine to reign within my heart,
Cleansing fully every part,

then there was gladness that he was no respecter of
persons, but offered it freely to all who would accept it
from his loving hand and give him the glory.

As we have written elsewhere about the ‘‘Baptism of
the Holy Spirit,”” which seals this work of salvation,
preserving it from the attacks of the enemy, by lead-
ing into the truth, giving comfort and encouragement
for times of need, we will only entreat you to receive
this Spirit by faith, that you may live and walk in the
Spirit of God.



GROWING IN GRACE AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

DEeAR GIRLs: Some might think that as we receive
80 much at one time, there would be nothing left for
the future, and Christian life would become monot-
onous; but it is just the opposite, for the two works of
grace only prepare us to grow in grace and in the
knowledge of God, tor we come 1nto fellowship with
him and he can reveal the wonderful things of God by
the Spirit dwelling within our hearts.

The way to have a good time in the service of God
is to be so intent on doing and being all that shall
please him, that there is no thought of self, and then
the way will be strewn with richest joys, that are often
brought to light by passing through severe trials.

For as the sun doth always shine
Beyond the clouds, so these of mine
Are forms that veil the one above,
Who gives us ever, life and love.

The trials pass away as clouds and the glorious pres-
ence of God is enjoyed and more highly prized than
before. Do you remember when the Lord Jesus was
so severely tempted by the Devil, that when he had
faithfully rebuked him by using the sword of the
Spirit, the word of God, angels came and ministered
unto him? Thus it is when we endure sorrows,
" privations, cares, trials, angls temptations, as followers

ke
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of the meek and lowly Lord should, that the sustaining
grace and power of God are realized; and as the trials
pass away, there is a sweet ministration as from angels,
and our souls are raised to higher realms of love and
glory.

When we have dearly beloved earthly friends, we
love to be in their presence, hear their words of love
and counsel, and feel the sweet emotions that thrill
and fill affectionate hearts. This is the fellowship of
pare natural love. When we take our Bible, enter in-
to our closets, and realize the Lord’s presence there
and that there is nothing standing between us to hin-
der the flow of divine love, read his loving messages
from the sacred Word, then fall on our knees in hu-
mility before him and claim by faith those messages
and promises as belonging to us, from the deep of our

“hearts well up thanksgiving and praise for his great

loving-kindness, and in loving boldness we ask gracious
favors from his bountiful hands; our cup of joy run-
neth over, for this is the sweet communion and fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit in secret devotion. But through
hours of toil, sadness, and trial, we may constantly
realize this precious fellowship with God, as from the
depths of our souls there is a hearty amen to all his

" will, and we move forward in the narrow way, hearing

and obeying all the divine revelation of truth.

Then there comes in connection with the fellowship
with God and his Son, through the Spirit, the fellow-
ship of saints, which is but poorly imitated by the
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“many different religious organizations of to-day. Each
one of God’s true children, having the Spirit of God,
filled with divine love, walking in the same way, having
the same aspirations to do God’s holy will, realizes

“How this perfect love
Unites us all in Jesus!
One heart and soul and mind, we prove
The union heaven gave us.”

The more we love God the purer and sweeter will be
the fellowship of God’s dear children; and it is his will
that we abound more and more in pure brotherly love.

We may grow in the knowledge of God by the un-
folding of the scriptures to our minds and hearts. Let
us glance at several verses and let the Spirit apply
their language to enrapture and fascinate our souls
with a deeper knowledge of God and love for truth.

“I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the val-
leys.”” Jesus is here spoken of as a beautiful rose, and
those who love nature in its many forms of beauty will
see here a precious lesson. As this rose of Sharon,
the queen of the flowers, symbolizes Christ, we learn
of his attractive beauty, that we may be drawn to him,
and sink out of ourselves into him, partaking of his
lovely nature, that we may live lives of Christlike
beauty with the holy fragrance of divine love. He is
again symbolized by the lily of the valleys, to bring to
our notice his delicate Christly purity, that we may
ghrink from the gaudiness of worldly life, and covet
this purity that can shine from the valleys of human
misery and woe in untarnished beauty.
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Jesus is also called ‘‘the bright and morning star,”
and is promised to those who keep his works to the
end. Those of you who have full salvation, keep his
works, and have Jesus abiding “in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being.rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to
know the love of Christ which passeth knowledée,
that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Could there be greater treasure than this marvelous
love that may be kuown, and yet is beyond knowledge?
For while we know it in the salvation of our souls, we
may not eomprehend its vastness; but be filled with
all the fullness of God, for we may have all our hearts
can contain of perfect God love, and as we grow in
grace we can comprehend more of it, and better appre-
ciate its value.

Now, by the help of the Lord, I want to show you a
beautiful vision, that some of you may learn the pre-
cious lesson that was taught to me by the Holy Spirit.
I saw myself in company with a dear sister, who was
robed in the most beautiful garment of dazzling white-
ness, walking through an edifice of grandeur and
beauty, through which flowed a river whose waters
were crystal clear and whose waves and dashing spray -
glistened like purest gems. As we stood admiring its
untold loveliness, the sister plunged into the crystal
tide and held up to my astonished eyes many inde-
seribable beauties, as she said in tones of sweet re-
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proach, ‘“Oh, how few of the many who abide here
really understand or enjoy the many treasures that are
given to us as children of God!’ This encouraged me
to explore the building, and I was filled with glory, as
an understanding was given to me as I saw its glories
and preciousness. Finally, a long stairway was
reached, and, as I stood hesitating about descending,
because of its apparent tiresomeness, sounds of feast-
ing and joy issued from below the stairway and I
longed to descend and partake with them of their joys.
. Just then some one approached and offered his hand,
and, as I put mine into his, confidence, sweet peace,
comfort, and security filled my heart, and down the
stairway we glided with perfect ease.  As the bottom
was reached a consciousness of the truth was given, and
I said, ‘‘Yea, Lord, down to the very depths of humil-
ity I will go, for thou art with me.”

Then I saw the great building was the church of
God and through it flowed the river of life, to be en-
joyed by all the inhabitants of the house, and, as it
was enjoyed and appreciated, new treasures appeared
- to enrapture the heart, and glorify the Giver. If we
would really partake of the feasting and holy fellow-
ship of Jesus, we must let him conduct us to his own
humility, step by step as he shows us our need; and
with him it is precious, oh, so precious, to the soul.

By humbling ourselves before God, studying his
word with a strong desire to know his will, and in
carefulness to walk therein, we shall grow in grace and
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in his knowledge. He desires us to be truly devoted
. and pious, praying withou} ceasing, rejoicing in trials,
submitting to his holy will—thus living and walking

to his glory and praise, '



THE CHURCH OF GOD.

Dear GIRLs: In this land of many ‘‘churches,’”
‘‘denominations,’’ or ‘‘sects,”” one of the first ques-
tions that greet a young convert is, ‘“What church are
you going to join?’’ for very many people consider it
a matter of personal choice, and any one can join the
one he likes best.

But, girls, have we not declded to follow Jesus, by
receiving the instruction he gives? Do you not think
that as we have heard of God through the Bible, and
learned how to come to him and trust for forgiveness,
then how to consecrate and believe for the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, we may also receive sufficient in- .
struction there, in regard to the church, so we may
please him? Yes, indeed! for you remember God gave
us counselors, and we are to get wisdom from them.
Also this promise applies to us after we have received
the Holy Spirit: ‘‘He shall teach you all things and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I
have said unto you.”” Now if each of you will take a
concordance and find all the references on the word
““church,”” you will find there is very much clear
teaching that shows a different state of church affairs

from the present confusion of sectism.
4
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Thete is only one Bible church, and it is called ‘“the
church of God,” and all the saved people belong to it,
for they enter through the door, which is Jesus our
Savior, our Redeemer. Then no one who is saved needs
to join anything in order to be in the church, for the
saved have already entered by believing on Jesus for
salvation. Is it not a beautiful, precious fact that all
who love and believe in Jesus are members of the same
church, and are in sweet fellowship through the Spirit
of Christ that binds and eements them together in
God, love, and unity?

1 will tell you briefly how there came to be so many
different organizations of men, called by themselves
“churches.”” After our Lord suffered and died on the
cross, then rose from the tomb on the third day, he
assembled many times with his disciples, and the last
instruction given them was to tarry at Jerusalem until
they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, then go
into all the world and preach the gospel to all people,
baptizing them in his name,‘‘teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
His disciples obeyed, and went everywhere preaching
the gospel, and many believed on the Lord and re-
ceived the Holy Spirit.

This continued for nearly three hundred years, then
there arose a religion that persecuted and killed many
of the true worshipers of God, until the pure gospel
was not preached openly. The Bible was withheld
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from the people and only the preachers of the false re-
ligion had access to it; so it was changed to suit their
fallen natures, and spiritual darkness filled the earth
for twelve hundred years. Then God called Martin
Luther and others to salvation by faith, and they pro-
tested against the false religion of Catholicism, until
many believed the truth. Not seeing the pure Bible
church, they founded a human organization partaking
of some of the darkness of the false religion by which
they were surrounded.  So the sects of to-day are the
branches thereof, and retain much of the error of
Catholicism and are blinded to the true church. Bat
as the gospel is again preached in its purity by faithful
preachers, whom God has called to the work, many of
the true children in sectism hear his voice in the ever-
lasting gospel and are obeying the call to ‘‘come out
of her, my people.”’

The church of God was built by Jesus, and he says
the gates of hell shall not prevail against her. Matt.
16:18. Though the battle has been severe and error
has for a time triumphed, in appearance, truth shall
conquer, and the bride, the church of God, in. the
beauty of purity, love, and truth, shall shine forth
¢‘fair as the moon and terrible as an army with ban-
ners,”’ ready to be received by the Bridegroom, Jesus,
at his second coming, which is near at hand.

As some of “‘our girls’’ belong to different denomi-
nations, I can sympathize with them in the trial of
separation from what we have held in strong esteem
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and love. But,.oh, my friends, have we anything to
give up that is equal to what Jesus gives us in return?
Would we hold te a man-made church and reject the
one that was divinely built, and cleansed in the blood
of Christ till it is without spot or blemish? Remem-
ber, dear girls, that every one who is serving God,
must have no idols, and if any should hesitate, or re-
fuse to obey God in this, as well as in anything else,
they would show they loved ‘“their church’’ better than
to please God; therefore it would be to them an idol.

I want to help you all on this subject and so will tell
you how God showed me his church. If you remem-
ber what I told you about trying to serve God in my
own way for nine' years, you will not be surprised to
know that I was all that time in a popular sect with-
out a particle of salvation, and that when I was really
converted to God, I joined one that was more careful
to preach the gospel up to all they understood.

One day in studying the Bible, my lesson was the
twelfth chapter of 1 Corinthians. As it was read care-
fully and prayerfully with some of the references, God
showed me that the church described there was not
the one I had joined; but that I was in the Bible
church as soon as converted, because I had entered
through Jesus, the door, and then in my blindness and
ignorance of the word of God, had joined a man-made
one, in which were many who knew not God in the
salvation of their souls. So God gave me grace and
strength to decide to tell the preacher at the next ser-
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vice, that I could not belong to the denomination any
longer. When he was told, he said, ‘‘Neither can I,
so we will just drop the organization and meet as a
people of God.”

Aftera while there came a preacher of holiness, who
taught the Word so much deeper and clearer that I
consecrated my service to God and received the Holy
Spirit.  Several days afterward, as we knelt around
the family altar, the Spirit said, ‘‘What about the
church now?” It seemed so great a subject for de-
cision, that I desired to postpone its consideration.
But as the Spirit pressed it more and more upon my
heart and mind, I yielded thereto and called mightily
upon the Lord to help me, that I should make no mis-
take, but do just what would honor him.

Sometimes there was an inclination to lean to the
judgment of this preacher or that one, or to some
friend, but the Lord showed me how poor had been
my judgment, in time past, in many things, and if it
had been thus with myself, it was just as apt to be so
with others; so there was no way but to depend on
the word of God, and the Holy Spirit as teacher. AsI
told the Lord I would do that, my soul was filled with
joy and peace, and a consciousness that I was now on
the right road for a clear understanding of the subject,
although it seemed there had been a dropping of many
props, and I was holding on to something untried.

Oh, the marvelous mercy of God that was so tender
and loving in the hour of such human weakness, when
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in ignorance I should for a moment compare the arm
of flesh with the almighty arm of God! Oh, how
different it all seems to-day! I had just dropped the
props of human judgment, which are as straws, and
had reached the heavenly cables of God’s eternal word,
and the Holy Spirit as guide.

Did you ever play, as children, by placing one block
erect and then lay one upon another resting on the
one erect until you were satisfied, then with a little
touch of the finger send them all one upon another
in a string upon the floor? That will clearly illustrate
the folly of leaning one upon another in spiritual
things, for when one falls all who are leaning upon
that one will also fall. As we must each one stand
before God to be judged for every deed, we would bet-
ter ask direction from him now and walk with him in
truth day by day, so we shall stay on him and there
can be no failure.

After I had made the decision to trust for guidance
from God’s word, it was taken into the closet and
every scripture upon the subject of the church was'
carefully and prayerfully studied, asking help from
the Spirit to reveal the truth to my heart. He did so,
and my faith received the church of God, of which I
was already a member by faith in Jesus. There was
much for me to learn about the doctrine, the ordi-
nances thereof, and the Spirit and unity; but as we
walk in the light of truth step by step, greater light is
given. We need not expect to know it all before we
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take the first step, for a child cannot read until it has
first learned its letters.

God requires obedience from his children, and all he
asks of them is for their good. If he wants to take
you from the organizations of men, it is to give you
something far better. There is rich pasture,
nourishing food, good shelter, and a wise shepherd
for the flock of God, in the one fold—the church.

There are many beautiful things about the church
that Jesus built. It is represented by the human body,
which is composed of different members having vari-
ous offices to fill, yet all working in perfect harmony,
directed by the head. Did you ever think how your
hands, feet, eyes, mouth—yes, every member of your
body obeys your mind or will? Just so each member
of the church obeys every instruction and direction
from Christ as the head of that body. He cares for us
as a part of himself. His life flows through us, his
purity is our purity, his beauty is our beauty, his wis-
dom is for us, and his will is our will. We have the
privilege of walking with Jesus, working for him,
talking for him, and living in all things for his glory.

Then the church is the household of God. He is
the Father; we, the children; Christ, our elder
brother; all bound together in love divine, all subject
to God—a ‘‘household of faith.”  Again, it is called
God’s building—a beautiful temple builded by divine
wisdom ‘‘upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets; Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-
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stone, in whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye
also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.”” You see this building was not
made carelessly and without a purpose. For ¢‘ye are the
temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you.”
““The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”

God desired a dwelling-place with his people. So
he abides in us by the Holy Spirit. In the beginning
he abode in the tabernacle, which was made according
to a God-given pattern and was carried with his people
in their journeyings. Then when they possessed the
promised land and had subdued their enemies, he
made choice of a king to build a magnificent temple
with costly adornments, that he might have a suitable
dwelling-place.  But now, in this better time, in the
Gospel dispensation, he made choice of his Son, the
Branch, to build the temple of the Lord, and he shall
bear the glory and shall sit and rule upon his throne.
Zech. 6:12, 13. oo

We find he built the church so firmly that ‘hell can-
not prevail against it.” So it stands to-day in divine
strength and beauty, adorned with the purity of
Christ. Can you find any place in the Word where
he gave any one the right to try to improve the divine
pattern? If not, then those who do are building,
without foundation, something that shall fall to pieces
in the day of judgment, when only truth and those
established thereon shall abide.
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The house of God—a temple grand

By Jesus built; in wisdom planned

By God, the Lord of earth and heaven,
That to his name the glory given
Should shine afar, in every land,

And gather there a holy band,

So fully saved by grace divine,

That cords of love their hearts entwine,
Until they’re one in truth and name,

In mind and purpose, all the same.

The house of God—a building made
Of living stones, by Jesus laid

Upon foundation, strong and true,
Apostles, prophets, Jesus, too,

As chiefest stone—the corner one.
For long ago the work was done,
That cleanses each, prepares them all
To build together a perfect wall,
That honors God, endures forever;
For men or age can change it never.

The house of God! In all the lapd

So fair a house or one so grand

You cannot find: for even kings,

Who love earth’s richest, rarest things,
Cannot conceive in palace fair,

In mansions great or court so rare,
The grandeur, beauty, holy strength,
Of heaven’s temple. From its length,
And from its depth, and breadth, and height
Of love divine, and precious right,

It fills the earth, then reaches o’er

The narrow sea to the evermore.

The house of God! Yes, church divine,
I'll praise the Lord that thou art mine,
And pass all others gladly by,

To choose the one that’s built on high,
For to the mount of holiness,

Each one that’s bid, may freely press,
That through the blood of heaven’s King,
Our robes made white, we’ll sweetly sing
The praises of redeeming love,

And bear the name that’s far above

The thoughts of man. In him we find
We are one body, have one mind,
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Rejoice in hope; the truth we love,
And soon we’ll reign with him above,
And give him glory, honor, praise,
In music sweet, through endless days.

The house of God! Lo, he doth dwell
With his dear saints, that they may tell
Of mighty works, of love so true,
That sought them out, and bade them do
His holy will, so he could ’bide

Within their hearts—a holy Guide.

A mighty Ruler, heav’'nly King—

To save, protect, and truly bring

To each its greatest, purest joy

That never wanes, can never cloy.

The God of heaven, the holy Son,

The Spirit truth—yes, three in one—
Do dwell within this holy shrine;

The glory, praise, be ever thine.

A perfect house, not made with hands,
But ready for celestial lands.

O earth, rejoice and gladly see

The grandeur, strength, and purity

Of God’s own house, a temple grand!
‘Then “hear, O earth,” “rejoice, O land.”



A BIBLE LESSON.

DEAR GIRLS: As some of you may forget to look
up the -scriptures on the church, I will give you a
short Bible lesson.

What is the Church?

The body of Christ. All the saved, either univer-
sally or in any given locality. Eph. 1:22, 23. Col. 1:
18, 24. 2 Cor. 1:1.

Who built it? -

Jesus built it upon the foundation of apostles and
prophets—Jesus the chief corner-stone. Matt. 16:18.
Zech. 6:12, 13. Eph. 2:20-22.

When was it built? -

It was begun with the labors of John, Jesus, and
the apostles, and fully set in order on the day of Pen-
tecost, when the fullness of Christ was given,‘and
the gifts bestowed severally as he willed. It was built
between A. D. 32, Matt. 16:18, and A. D. 59, 1 Cor.
3:9. Eph. 1:23. 1 Cor. 12. 1 Pet. 2:5.

What is the door?

Jesus is the door. Salvation is obtained through
him, which makes us" members of his body, the
church. John 10:7-9. Rev. 3:8. Eph. 2:18.

How many churches are there?

One church. As Jesus is the one head, there can be
o4 -



A’ BIBLE LESSON. 105

but one body. As the church is the bride of Chtist,
there can be but one. 1 Cor. 12:12, 13, 20. Eph.
4:15,16. Col. 1:18; 3:15. Eph. 4:4-6.

What is its name?

- The church of God, named of the Lord. Iph. 3:15.

Acts 20:28. 1 Cor. 10:32; 11:22. Gal. 1:13. 1
Tim. 3:14, 15. ‘

What s its discipline?

The Holy Bible. ‘“Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” 2 John 6,9,10. Gal. 1:6-13. °
John 12:48. Matt. 4:4.

Are there sinners in it?

No; because Jesus is the door; when one enters
through him, he is saved from sin, therefore, is a
saint. Eph. 5:25-27; 1:4. 1 Cor. 1:2.

What is its law? -

The law of the house is holiness. Ezek. 43:12.

Has it ordinances?

Yes, Jesus said, ‘“If ye know these things, happy are
ye if ye do them.”” ‘‘I have given you an example,
that ye should do as I have done to you.”” *‘This do
in remembrance of me.”” John 13:1-18. Luke 22:
17-20. Mark 14:22-26. Matt. 26:26-30. “‘Keep the
ordinances as I delivered them to you.” ‘‘He that

_believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 1 Cor. 11:2.

Mark 16:16.
Class-book is where?
In heaven. ‘‘Enter ye in at the strait gate.”” ‘‘Be-
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cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”> Heb.
12:23. Luke 10:20. Phil. 4:3. Matt. 7:13, 14




ONE FAITH.

DEAR GIRLS: Are you not glad to dwell upon the
love of God our Father, that is revealed to us in sup-
plying our needs, both temporal and spiritual? Are
you not thankful that Jesus built the church, and has
not left it to men who have ‘‘many minds,”” that there:
ghould be a multitude of divisions; but has arranged
it and established it forever, so it shall never fail those
who are builded therein? Oh, how wonderful! May
we not cease to praise him for this great blessing!

There is another benefit that falls from his hands,
that is connected with this church, and so I must pre-
sent it to you in this letter. You all may see that in.
this world is truth and its opposite, or falsehood. On
every subject there are those who take a stand for what:
is true, and others, for what is false. The first love
to investigate and find out what is true, and others love:
to have their opinions, and try to convince themselves.
and others that their opinions®are correct. But let.
us love the truth and desire to know what it is, in
everything that comes before us for decision; for no
one is so hard to make understand as he who does not.
want to understand.

Let us remember that what you and I believe will
not affect the standing of the truth, but will affect.

107
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ourselves. A little illustration may help you to remem-
ber this important point. Two young ladies are sit-
ting in a cozy room talking over school affairs, when a
third one enters, and after cordial greetings, begins to
rehearse a story connected with one of their associates.
Before it is hardly finished, No. 1 exclaims, ‘“Oh, I
thought so; it is just like her. I shall not -speak to
her again, until she changes her course of behavior.”’
No. 2 says, with deep concern, ‘‘Certainly, your story
cannot b true. When did you hear it? Who told
you? Who told her? When was it? I must surely
know mre before I can believe it; for it would be a
great wreng to accuse her of it, if she is innocent. I
will wait and see before I mention it to any one.”’ No.
1 soon confides the story to others, and in a short time
the school is divided into two parties, ‘“for’’ and
“against” No. 4. This is observed by the teachers,
and an investigation made, which soon discloses the
truth of the matter, that No. 4 was severely wronged
by the repetition of a story connected with one of the
same name, several years before.

Those who had sided with the falsehood, tried to
escape censure and reproof by declaring that if they
had known it was false, they would not have repeated
it.  But they were told that it was their business to
know the truth before they repeated it to others.
Their believing it was true did not make it so, and their
readiness to receive the falsehood showed they loved
the false rather than the true.
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Now, dear girls, in everything connected with reli-
gion there is truth and there is falsehood. The Lord
sends forth the truth, which is his word, to the world;
and the Devil is busy denying it to all who will receive
the false. Every teaching of the Bible is denied by
some class of religious people who have been deceived
by the Devil, who in turn are deceiving others. If we
ask one class of religious people what they believe,
they will soon tell us the principal points, and then
assert, ‘“‘But I do not believe this teaching,” or, ‘I can-
not believe that one.”” Then we go to some other
class, and they will believe what was rejected by the
first, and reject what they believed. So, if we take all -
the sect religions of to-day together, we will find they
do receive all the Bible; but taking in the same
way what they reject, we shall see that taken all to-
gether they reject the word of God.

This seems a contradiction, but is a sad fact, and
helps us to see that they do not constitute the church
of God, which is the pillar and ground of the truth. A
pillar is a support. So we conclude that the church
is the support of God’s word; as it holds it up before
the world in belief, in obedience, and in holy reverence.
Where should any one expect to find the truth in this
world of sin?  Certainly with God’s people, the pure
church. So when we find the church of God, we
behold it is built on the ground of truth; for truth
doth abide there.

Anything that holds up truth and error is on the
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level with the world, which receives any portion it
chooses to like and rejects what it does not like. But
God says, ‘“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”
That means very much to each one of us; for it shows
clearly that God expects his children to know what is
truth, that they may live it out in their daily lives,
that they may truly honor him.

Then there is another great necessity for knowing
the truth. It must be taught amid many false, con-
flicting doctrines, even unto the end. For instance, in
order to know how to walk and teach pleasingly to
God, we must know what is baptism. So we compare
scripture with scripture, wherever we can find anything
on that subject, determined to do just what he says,
leaning not to our own understanding, nor to others,
but wholly upon the Holy Ghost and the word of God;
for the promise is, that the Holy Spirit shall lead into
all truth. ‘“According to your faith be it unto you,”’ and
when the matter is clearly settled in this way, there is
no bigotry in standing firmly upon the word of God,
when the Spirit has led into the truth on this subject.
So treating each theme of the gospel, we come to
where we can ‘‘rightly divide the word of truth,’
according to 2 Tim. 2:14-19.

Before my spiritual vision stand two trees directly in
opposition. The one of grand proportional dimensions,
symmetfical, beautiful, a living, never-fading green,
restful to look upon, strong to lean upon, sheltering
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to rest beneath, strong to deliver from the enemy—a
safe abiding-place for God’s children. Jesus said, ““I
am the way, the truth, and the life.”” So this tree
stands before us as Jesus, the truth. He, the strength
and life, or trunk, bears his words before the world
as branches, each branch a part of himself, his teach-
ing on some theme essential to righteousness, insepa-
rable as living truth, each in its proper place, each bear-
ing other smaller branches and twigs, as out of one
theme of truth spring others, that add grace and beauty
and bear the signs of life, as shown by the beautiful
green leaves.

Oh, that words or the Spirit of God would bring to
each soul’s view the exceeding loveliness of the doc-
trine of Christ! Can any word or teaching of man add
anything thereto? Oh, no! It would only mar its
loveliness. It could not partake of the life, and would
only fall to the ground in the storm of judgment.
Oh, for a stronger, purer love for God’s eternal trutk,
in every professing child of God! How soon would
the errors of centuries be swept into the past, and the
bride of Christ stand before the world as clear as the
sun! '

But let us look on the second tree, which stands
in opposition, as the work of the Devil, who was a liar
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth. This
tree, while large, is disproportional, weak, and dead;
decayed from the very root; with broken, crooked, and
gnarled branches, and dead leaves.  As it partakes of
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his nature of deception, it stands before every soul who
has not ‘‘the love of the truth,”” as a living, beautiful
tree, whose branches, as the most beautiful teachings
of men, are equal to the branches of the tree of life.
Therefore, many to-day are taking branches from both
these trees and cementing them together with their
own pride, making unto themselves ‘‘Christmas trees,’’
—without trunk, without life, only a plaything to fall
to pieces at the sound of God’s voice in judgment.

God help you, dear girls, with priceless souls, to stop
playing religion; help you to inquire of God and not
of men the way of life; and make all the children of
God more valiant for every word of God, preaching the
gospel of God to every creature.

So we can see that the great benefit bestowed upon
us is the truth—the gospel—the doctrine of the Word,
the oNE FAITH; for whatever one believes and teaches
is that one’s faith. So when the Bible says, ‘‘One
Lord, one faith,’’ it means that God’s people are to
have one belief, or one pure gospel—*‘all teach the same
things, that there be no divisions among them,’ which
shows that divisions arise from different teachings;
and in order to avoid them, each of God’s children
must teach the pure gospel. _

Now,while the standard of truth is high .and pure,
each one may attain to it, by the help of the Lord, who
has made all provisions therefor. When the gospel
standard is held up, it should encourage all to press
forward, that they may obtain its precious benefits. .




CHRISTIAN WORK.

DEeAR GIRLS: Now that we have considered the way
of life, its blessings and possibilities, we come to this
subject, which means work for Christ. From the time
the soul is awakened to things eternal, there is a
degree of zeal manifest to do what will be for the good
of others, in encouraging them toward God and in
relieving the needy. As the love of God increases in
the soul, it is moved to greater effort for the perishing,
as the way opens for service. This means more than
to choose some pleasant religious exercise in hopes of
benefiting others; for it includes self-denial, hours of
sorrow, days- of fasting and prayer, and persecution
from the world; but through it all, the sweet comfort
of the Spirit is more than can be expressed by human
lang nage.

There is certainly something for each one of God’s
children to do, that will honor God and help in the
rescue of others from the broad way to destruction.
The Spirit must lead and teach each one what is her
labor of love and duty. True humility recognizes the
fact that all power belongs to God, and he is able to
prepare each one for the service required of her. Afte,

- she has earnestly inquired of the Lord, and left the

matter entirely to his disposal, she may trust him to

make clear the path of duty, rememberings to be
113
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faithful to every present opportunity of doing good.
God does not wish us to dream of some great life-work
that may come to us in the future, but to do with our
might ‘'what our hands find to do, as unto God. The
enemy of our soul’s good will try to defeat every effort
for what is right, but the promise is that some seed
shall fall on good ground and bring forth a hundred-
fold.

I am so glad that there are such precious opportuni-
ties for our girls to be laborers in the vineyard of the
Lord. They can sing for Jesus, tell of his wondrous
love to all they meet, or, entering into the closet, plead
the promises of God for the workers in the gospel
field, and for perishing souls. By the distribution of
pure religious reading, comforting the sick and needy,
lending a helping hand to the destitute, by acts of
kindness, making home a blessing—by all of these
they can nobly fill their places in the body of Christ.
And when God calls and prepares, they may preach the
gospel of salvation, to open blind eyes and turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God. Then, may you be diligent in spiritual
things, that you may be where God can use you to his
glory—faithful in Bible study, earnest in prayer, deep
in humility, and strong in faith.

Make the best of every opportunity for doing good,
and trust results in God’s hands. As I look back
upon my past life, it is wonderful to see how many
Wways and how many persons have been used of God
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for my instruction and benefit. What is sown to-day
in careless hearts, may spring up many years hence, to
bear much precious fruit. Let us never grow weary
doing well; we shall reap if we faint not. Let the
deep love of God prompt you in your labors for others,
that they may feel its warmth and seek for the same in
their own hearts and lives. Look for wisdom from
God for each individual, as some are harder to
approach than others, and each one may have some
tender spot that may be touched by the Spirit through
your words or acts of love.

While God requires us to walk in every ray of light
that shines from his precious word, and this may bring
us where we shall need to walk alone with Jesus in the
truth of the gospel, be sure to keep loving hearts for
all the erring ones, that they may be won to the truth.
As God has been so merciful to us, may we extend it to
others, in deep carefulness for their spiritual good,
advancing the truth as they are able to bear it. How
well I remember the loving-kindness and care that were
used toward me in winning my soul from the deceiv-
ings of Satan! Just a few thoughts expressed in deep
care for my soul, then time for consideration, then a
few more thoughts, until I could begin to see my con-
dition and turn to God. Then strength for my weak-
ness—decision and trust. Does it not mean more than
we think, to bear one another’s burdens? A soul that
is coming to God is as a little babe and must be care-
fully nourished and cared for. Then let prayerfulness,



LAt

116 . LETTERS FOR GIRLS.

love, mercy, and carefulness, direct us in our labor for
souls.

There is, in this world of sin, nothing more beautiful
to me than to see a bright, loving young girl fully
given up to the service of God, entirely self-forgetful,
living joyfully in service to others, practicing self-de-
nial, and enduring hardness; not as a martyr, but
gladly; not for the good will of others, but because the
heart is so filled with the love of God that every act is
a spontaneous outflow.

True heroism is needed in the Christian life; for it
requires just as much bravery to stem the tide of pub-
lic opinion and worldly wisdom, as to be truly heroic
in times of danger and accidont, when the hero wins
the applause and admiration of the world.

In times of war the men of the land press forward to
honor their country by the sacrifice of their lives, and
the world applauds and gives thcm honor and glory,
as they deliver the country from the enemy. But in
this battle between right anc. wrong, how many of the
brave ones are enlisting themselvcs in the ranks of the

" Lord to ““fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on

eternal life’’? How many can stand the ridicule, cen-
sure, scoffs, and sneers of the mighty ones of earth as
bravely as the soldier boy faces the foe of shot and
shell? Awake! awake! ye brave ones. To arms! fo
arms! Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit, stand for the right, let the Captain of your
salvation direct your steps, encourage your hearts; for
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we battle not against flesh and blood, but against prin-
cipalities and powers and against spiritnal wickedness
in high places. Leave your flowery beds of ease and
fight to win the crown, if you sail through bloody seas.

Those who would have an eternity of glory, must
count it of greater value than all the treasures of
Egypt; and, as Moses, ‘choose to be numbered with
the people of God, rather than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season.’ :

Oh, my dear young friends, do you know how you
are influencing the young men' of the land, when for
ease and pleasure you turn lightly from the great
responsibilities of life? Do you think how ignoble it
is to have mind and heart enraptured with worldly
gaiety, and neglect the care of precious immortal souls?
Have I not entreated you to turn from thoughtlessness
to calm consideration? IIow many of my own
acquaintances have spent days, months, and years, in
perfect carelessness of spiritual thingg, and then in the
last hours of life thought to turn gladly to the loving
Savior, whom they had slighted and rebelled against all -
their days!

If the religion of Jesus will be good to have in the
closing hours of life, it is certainly good to have from
youth to old age. A few have really turned to God
in the dying hour and found his wonderful mercy,
while many have tried to do so but found it impossible
to draw nigh to him in true repentance for a wasted
life. Others have been suddenly called for, and, with-
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out warning, were ushered into God’s holy presence
unprepared. No home in heaven, no welcome of
love; for its offer was slighted and rejected, the choice
was made for eternity; but what does that include?
Let us see:

The word of God rejected, the wooing of the Spirit
slighted, the preaching of the Word laughed at, the
loving admonitions of saints ridiculed, the prayers and
tears of loved ones unheeded, the salvation of the
Lord counted as a burden, the blood of Jesus consid-
ered of no value, the bubbles of earthly pleasure
chosen instead of the riches of grace, a wasted life
instead of a life of loving and joyous service, sins of
unbelief as a mountain piled up and unforgiven, a
decided choice of the broad way all through the years
of probation, therefore a choice for eternity.

Oh, how the loving Lord is grieved, ‘“‘but ye would
not’’ come to him, ‘‘that ye might have life.”” | What
more could have been done to win to the best way,
““the way of truth,”’ the way of glory, the way to
- heaven? Nothing. Therefore ‘“thon art inexcusable,
O man,” and must bear the consequences of your life-

long choice.
. Oh, dear girls, why won’t you see,

Jesus stands and pleads with thee,

Saying: “Come to me and find,

Treasures great of ev’ry kind,

Riches, honor, saving grace,

Joy of God, heavenly place,

Music rare in courts above?”’

Teach them freely, Holy Dove,

That we may united be,

In the land by faith we see.
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Dear GirLs: My desire is to help you to see the
wrong there is in some things that are not considered
evil by those who are not enlightened by the Spirit of
God. By worldly people it is not thought a reflection
on the character of a person to be called proud. A
man of wealth is proud of his riches, and a woman of
title is proud of her rank, and a person of fame is
proud of his good name; and this extends to the low-
est ebb. of society, which has many excuses for quite
a degree of pride, and often exhibits it in very startling
and forcible ways, and with just as much unconscious-
ness as the highest.

Pride governs and controls every condition of worldly
life. The mad strife of the multitude is-to attain cer-
tain positions and circumstances, in order to gratify
gelfish and proud aspirations. If any one has certain
valuable attainments or possessions, it is considered a
commendable trait to be proud of them; but in this as
in many other things, the thoughts of man are not
the thoughts of God; for he says in Proverbs, ¢‘Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
a fall. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the
lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.”” Pride
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of heart is one of the greatest hindrances to salvation
work; for it keeps people striving for worldly honors
to the neglect and rejection of spiritual things.

The proud heart and mind cannot condescend to the
simple Bible instruction that would reveal the shal-
lowness of human desires and ambitions, and bring
them into sweet submission to God’s will in all things.
.Many religious people consider themselves in readi-
ness for heaven, when it is only a proud ambition to
continue a life of worldly honor in a life of heavenly
glory, and they have not humbled themselves to learn
from the Lord what constitutes preparation therefor.

Pride is one of the most subtle of all heart-evils,
for it has so many ways of hiding itself in other things,
that ofttimes one is entirely unconscious of its exis-
tence and would be startled to hear himself termed
proud; for, if you will notice, very many things con-
nected with the lives of worldly people, that outwardly
appear good and commendable, are entirely worm-

eaten with real selfish pride, that spoils the beauty and -

fragrance. For instance, a dear, kind-hearted lady wil
be very kind and good to the sick, waiting upon them
with tireless energy, winning their love and esteem,
until it can truthfully be said, ‘‘She is the best loved
woman in town.” In an unguarded moment she
makes the assertion, ‘I always desired to be remark-

able for something, and now I have attained it in~

being the best nurse and most dearly loved woman in
town”’—working for self-honor to gratify pride of
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heart instead of kindly sympathy for the sick and
suffering, hoping for nothing again.

Then, a preacher may be very studious and prepare
beautiful scripture lessons, be earnest, watchful, ten-
der, and kind to every one; win many to the services
and then to ‘‘joining church,’’ with the outward purpose
of doing good; but in confidence with other preachers
he is free to assert -that he has ‘‘earned by tireless
efforts, a larger and more popular work’’—selfish
ambition to gratify pride of heart, instead of God-love
for precious souls.

Some one asks, ‘‘Is there anything man may strive
for that does not spring from pride?”’ Yes, just one
thing, and we will let the Lord answer: ‘‘Whatsoever
ye do, do all to the honor and glory of God,”” which
means that whatever we do must be done in the way
that will bring glory to God, who is worthy of all glory
and praise, and not ourselves; for we have nothing,
only as it is given to us, so have nothing of which to
boast or in which to pride ourselves. The heart is
deceitful in its pride and ambitions, often deciding to
do some great thing to honor God, when he could not
bless the effort in any degree, and it could not work
for good in any way. The way to honor God is to seek
to know his will and then by his grace do it, all to his
glory.

It is wonderful how the Spirit of God will search out
anid make manifest the secret thoughts and desires of
the heart, when we say, ‘“‘Search me, O God, and try

.
a
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me, and see if there is aught about me contrary to thy
holy will.”> Once in neglecting duty I grieved the
Spirit, and pride entered my heart seven times stronger
than before, and when I was awakened to my condition
by a sermon on pride, it had such power over me
that for a half-hour it seemed I should prefer to go
down to eternal torment rather than to acknowledge
my condition. But the Spirit showed me that if I did

' not make a surrender then, pride would so increase as
to land my soul in eternal woe; for ¢‘all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble:
and the day that cometh shall burn them up.”” How
the Spirit did reveal the awful state of a proud heart;
and as I yielded to the voice of wisdom and humbled
myself at the mercy-seat, imploring divine mercy and
forgiveness, what unbearable sorrow filled my heart,
that I should first neglect to heed the voice of God,
and then become so proud as to almost reject his love
and mercy, when he was so good as to show me my
awful state and offer graciouns pardon for all transgres-
gions! Oh, how blessed to again enjoy the love of God
and realize sweet submission to his will! It means so
much to ‘‘become as a little child.”

Dear girls, did you ever think, when you make some
light excuse for not becoming a Christian, that it arises
from pride that abounds in the natural heart? Let us
see. Here is one who says, ‘‘Yes, I know I ought to
be a Christian, but if I should become one I would
have to give up fashionable dressing and my jewelry,
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and how I should look! Oh, I cannot start now.
Wait till I am old, and then I shall not care for these
things.”” Oh, the pride, awful pride, that would
choose a few fine clothes, and a few golden toys instead
of the unsearchable riches of Christ! .

Then another one says, ‘“Well, yes, I know it is wis-
dom to obey God, and I could give up everything, but
what would my friends say? What would they think
of me? No, I cannot give up my good name.” Just
think! Cannot give up what others will say, in order
to choose a Friend that will never fail us in time or in
eternity! A few years, and these earthly friends are
scattered, and the ones you now so highly esteem will
seldom think of you. Oh, the pride that would please
friends instead of God!

Then some one admits, ‘“Yes, I know Christians are
happy and are better off than worldly people, but if T
should start to serve God I know he would call me to
some gospel work, and I do not want to do it.”” Can
you not see that she thinks she knows better what is
for her good than God does? So she manifests the
deep pride of heart; for all the power is of God, and if
he calls he prepares; and what he requires of us is just
what will be for our good and his glory.

The root of all rebellion- is pride. So no one who
rejects any of the requirements of the Lord can be free
from pride; for in 1 Tim. 6:3-5 we read, ‘‘If any man
* % * consent not to wholesome words, even the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and *: *2.- - :2trine which is

\
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that make them truly lovable. Unassuming gentle-
ness, thoughtfulness, firmness, and humble boldness.
for the right, are much. more becoming, even among
worldly people. But when we name the name of Christ.
and profess to be his followers, and do not seek meek-
ness and Christlike humility, we dishonor his blessed
name; for he entreats us to ‘“be clothed with humility,
for he resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the hum-
ble.” If we humble ourselves, he will exalt us by giv-
ing us the blessings of salvation.

True humility reveals our own nothingness, but
receives the promises of God as a full supply for our
lack, that in him we can do all things that he requires,
for ‘‘he strengtheneth us.””  There is a false modesty
or humility that springs from pride. For instance, a.
young lady is asked to sing for the entertainment of
friends; she refuses, excuses herself, and becomes
embarrassed "and diffident, because some one there
can sing better than she can. The woods would be
very silent if no birds sang there but those who sinr
best. . The truly humble will do the best they can, not.
expecting commendation.

Then, dear girls, will you be subject to pmde 8 tyran-
nical control, or have it removed root and branch from
your hearts, that you may obtain the pure humility of
Christ and enjoy his blessings for time and eternity?

Yield to God, give up your pride

That grieves our Lord, and tries to hide
In depths of fruit, that outward seem
Quite fair and pure; but as the gleam
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Of truth divine shall pierce it through,
Behold, it’s wormy, bitter, too,

Has no value and cannot bring

Peace or joy or anything,

But sorrow deep or endless woe—
*Tis true, we reap just what we sow.



DISHONESTY.

DEAR GIrLs: Perhaps some of you think this lesson
can in no way apply to girls, but possibly you may
think differently before you finish the letter.

The first thought that comes to our minds, when we
see or speak this word, is of cheating and defrauding
in financial matters, and it generally applies to men,
as they are more given to business than our sex; and
8o we pass the subject lightly by as belonging to them,
and only occasionally to women and girls.

Well, it is awful to think how many dishonest busi-
ness men there are to-day, how many will deliberately
take advantage of another in order to increase gain,
and of the great number who are using all the intellect
they have to devise ways of defranding the government
and the people. But in the highest circles of business
society, the man who can ‘‘play his cards’’ in business
in such a way as to gain thousands in a day, is honored
and respected. Those who are in positions of trust
are pitied, if they overreach their salaries and carry oft
all they can, and are caught, and convicted of embezzle-
ment; but should one unemployed, with wife and.
children suffering for food, enter some fine residence
and carry off a few valuables, no rest is taken till he is
brought to justice. So we see the real sentiment of
society is, ““If you make money, why, make it; if you
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cannot one way, try another—any way, so you make it.
If you steal, steal largely and we will pity you. If you
steal a little, we,will convict you gladly; if you steal
largely, we will call it embezzlement, but if you steal a
little, we will call it by its right name.” ‘‘Consistency,
thou art a jewel!”’ If punishment is to be given, let it
be according to the magnitude of the offense and the
surrounding circumstances.

Some of these poor “‘rich men”’ have loving daughters
who ought to be aroused to their surroundings. Per-
haps your fathers are grasping after mears to gratify
your incessant demands, or to give you a dowry to set
you up in society life. Perhaps you could help them
gee the wrong and turn from it. Any way, girls, it is

"your privilege to stand boldly for the right at all times
and under all circumstances, and to know something
concerning the money you are spending so freely for
your gratification. Sometimes the fathers would be very
glad to have the girls make inquiries, and be able in
some way to arrrange for, or to assist in providing an
honest income. Better, far better, is it that our girls
should earn their own living than to make use of that
which is made dishonestly by fathers or brothers. But
often these dear ones need the encouragement of the
girls to break away from evil habits and associations,
and are only too glad to make any change that will
bring them where they can truly say they have wronged
no man, and are situated so they can prepare for
eternity.
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Oh, how many dear ones have, by dishonesty, so
ensnared their souls that they see no way to escape!
But there is always God’s way of restitution, acknowl-
edgment, and firm integrity to honest business prin-
ciples for the future; and God has promised to supply
our needs, if we seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness. Pure religion extends to every part of
our lives in association with others, and must have an
influence to win them from every wrong way. Suppose
we know that our friends are getting gain by fraud or
deceit, and we do not use our influence to help them -
to see the wrong and to escape from it, would we be
doing our duty to them? No, indeed; we must do all
we can in the Spirit of Christ to lead them to paths of
virtue, honesty, and Christian intégrity.

But dishonesty does not always mean defrauding in
business matters; for a man may labor hard for what
he gets, and spend it wisely, and yet be very dishonest,
because full of deceit, faithless, and void of principle.
These often cause much sorrow and shame to fall upon
our sex, because we are deceived by their false profes-
sions of love, esteem, liberality, virtue, and fidelity.
Any one who will use dishonest means to gain the
affections of a true-hearted girl, is doing worse than
stealing millions of dollars. Her confidence, love,
and happiness have been betrayed as he rejoices that
he got her by ‘‘fair means or foul;’’ and so a life of
wretchedness is her portion, unless she finds comfort
in the love and service of God. Oh, the unha%piness
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of a life in union with an unprincipled, dishonest man,
who rarely has respect or love for any one but himself,
as he uses every deceit to make others serve his
purposes!

Then do you not see, dear girls, how our lesson con-
cerns you? Can any of you say that you can detect -
a dishonest man, and beware of him so your life may
not become entangled with his? Are you sure you com-
prehend all that the word means? And if you observe
any form of it, can you tell how far it may extend in
years to come? Surely, girls, even for this life’s good,
you want to know all you can on this subject, and not
treat lightly any form of dishonesty in those with
whom you associate. .

But, in order to do this, one must be perfectly clear
herself; so we must examine into our hearts and see if
we are truly honest in every way. Are you willing to
have every little business transaction known to your
friends, to the public,to the people of God, or to the
Lord himself? Have you not done mean little things
that you are ashamed of- yourself, and you try to forget
them, and to make yourself believe that you are all
right, and if you were to die to-night you would go to
heaven, when you surely know that if your heart con-
demns you, God does also? Is this acting honestly
with him, or with yourself? Are you disposed to de-
ceive or cheat in the smallest matters? If so, then you
are dishonest. How many of you never tell an un-
truth, never act one, and never wish to? A falsehood
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is always uttered to deceive or betray, and generally
for our own advantage.

Now I have seen in my life, more people—men,
women and children—who were naturally untruthful
and deceiving than were truly honest; or few who
were not Christians, that could be depended upon
at all times for the truth. So I believe it is an
evil fruit from the root of pride; because we see there
is generally much pride mixed with it, for one
lies and deceives in order to attain some object that he
desires, because of pride of heart. ‘‘Lying lips are
abomination to the Lord;’’ and, ‘“All liars have their
part in the lake of fire,”’unless they repent and obtain
the grace of God that removes the evil nature that
brings forth such evil fruit.

There are many ways that we may practice deceit,
and hardly observe it unless the Spirit is showing us
ourselves by the word of God. Many girls, to be
polite to company and to appear well, say very many
things they do not believe or mean, oftentimes acting as
though they esteemed some one very highly, when
their society can hardly be endured. Again, they will
affect to dispise others when they are really anxious to
have them court their favor, and are just waiting to
be gracious to them. How sad it is to the children of
God to see so much deception practiced among those
who surely know better! All hypocrisy is dishonesty,
and when one is deceitful with men, he is with God;
and so very many lose an eternity of glory because of
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it, which is saddest of all things to consider in regard
to our subject.

There was a little girl who had a very untruthful
and deceptive nature, whose older brother was very
honest and sincere. If there were any troubles at school
or in play, their father would ask the little girl first to
give her story, and then turn to the brother and ask,
“‘Is that the truth, my son?’’ for he knew he could be
depended upon every time. As they grew older, the
little girl hated this ugly disposition very much, and
strove to overcome it. 'When she got into trouble and
saw she would be apt to say what was untrue, she
would begin to pray and ask God to help her tell the
truth; but almost always when the trial came, she
would forget her good intentions and yield to her
nature and try to shield herself from censure by a
falsehood ; and sometimes it took more than one, and
sometimes the truth was found out and she had to be
punished for it. But, oh, how many times she went
off by herself and had a good cry because she could
not ‘‘be good like brother!”” When she became
grown, she thought that was her besetting sin, and
would often, for many months, strive against her
deceptive nature in many of its forms; but the more
she strove against it the more she beheld how it did
govern and control her, until she knew she was a slave
to it, as it conquered her more than she did it. But
when she received the instruction that brought her to
the feet of Jesus for salvation, she received the grace
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of God in her heart, that gave her such a victory that
she had no desire to be untruthful again; and when
she saw what the Lord had done for her, she praised
him with joyful lips, and wanted all girls to know
what the Lord was able to do for ther; for he is no
respecter of persons. :

Now, I expect this same battle is going on among
“‘our girls,”” and I do believe some will be very glad to
know there is a Savior that can save us from our sins,
so they shall not have victory over us. If you read
the letters on salvation, you may learn the way to come
to him and trust, so that you each may have the victory
in your own soul, and have a pure, godlike disposition,
through the grace of God.

Yes, indeed, it means much to be truly honest with
ourselves, with others, and with God. Ofttimes when
people think they are strictly honest and are rejoicing
in their good disposition, there is (as a sister said)
“‘just a little streak of honesty in their souls,”” which
would show them their true condition if it were not
overbalanced by dishonesty that tries to keep them
satisfied in themselves. If we are truly honest with
God, we will be willing for him to teach us his will,
that we may be able by his grace and strength to do it.

Dishonest, Lord? Oh, can it be,

That I should grieve, dishonor thee,

My Maker, Savior, Lord, and King,

By living thus, since thou didst bring
By cruel death—in love to me—

The grace that saves and makes men free
From sin so deep—so subtle too—
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That hides in all we try to do,

That seemeth right, and yet is frought
With pride, dishonesty, that’s not

Of God, but springs from inbred sin
That reigns and rules our hearts within.

Dishonest, Lord? I'm ready now
To own I am, and ask thee how

To give myself, that I may be

So saved by grace that thou canst see
No more such vile, imperfect fruit,
But what will honor thee and suit

A Christian life. Yes, now I know
That all shall reap just what they sow;
So, Lord, I come just as I am:

By faith I see the dying Lamb

Bear all my sins, and pardon give,
That I a Christian life may live.

Dishonest, Lord? No, nevermore
Shall heart of mine yet hold in store
The evil seed that grows and bears
Such evil fruit. For now the tares
Are rooted out and never can
Spring forth to cheat, defraud a man,
Myself, or God, as long as |

Do yield myself and always try,

By grace divine, to do his will,

That he my soul may ever fill

With Holy Spirit. Thus the three
In one shall e’er abide with me.

%
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PLEASURE.

DEear Girrs: This is a subject that is very attrac-
tive to most young people. So I hope you will be
interested in this letter and receive all the benefit the
Lord designs you should have from a careful consid-
eration thereof; but I must assert that ‘‘earthly plea-
sure, of which we hear so much and see so little, is a
phantom that eludes the grasp of those who most care-
fully seek her.” ’

The young, the middle-aged, and the aged, are eagerly
planning how they may obtain the most pleasure out
of their lives and surroundings, and so we are led to
conclude that this is the chief aim of their existence.
So it will be best for us to examine into it some and see
what it is, how it is obtained, and if it can be retained
year after year, and be a benefit to us along life’s path-
way.

If we look to its definition, we may learn more than
we think for our good, for we find that ‘‘PLEASURE i3
the gratification of the senses, or of the mind; agree-
able sensations or emotions; the excitement, relish, or
happiness produced by enjoyment or expectation of
good.” '

As our five senses are sight, taste, smelling, hearing,
135
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and feeling, anything that is agreeable to them affords
pleasure, and this is all right in its proper place; but
should any one seek for continual pleasure in the grati-
fication of one or more of the senses, he would be very
unwise. For instance, one who seeks pleasure through
taste and feeling will procure such foods and drinks as
are agreeable, regardless of the effects produced upon
the physical system; and so become intemperate in
their use, and win the names of glutton and drunkard.
While one who desires to get all the pleasure possible
from them all, will fashion his life for their indul-
gence; and, thinking only of himself, become, instead
of a benefit to the world, a moth to prey upon its vital-
ity

The pleasure derived from the use of the mind is of
a higher order than that of the natural senses, and yet
is so closely connected therewith that it is almost
impossible to separate them; for they all may be used
to subserve the mind and advance its interests. But
those who expect to obtain pleasures from their united
gratification will miss the highest and holiest source of
purest pleasures and enjoyments—the immortal soul.

Our being is a threefold one, comprising soul, mind,
and body. The soul, being the immortal part, stands
first in value and importance; then the mind, as the
controlling power; then the body, as the ‘‘house of
clay in which we live.”” To live wisely is to choose a
life in which every part of our being is brought into
proper cultivation and consideration. If pleasure is
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sought after through the appetites and faculties of the
body, the mind and soul are-neglected; if there is a
union of mind and body for enjoyment, the soul is
slighted; but when the soul is respected and its desires
appreciated, the whole being seeks the good of the whole
for the glory of God. So the life is raised to the
highest plane of pleasure and satisfaction. As the im-
mortal part of our being cannot be satisfied with any-
thing less than itself, there must be immortal joys for
it, which are found in the salvation that is provided in
Christ, our Redeemer, in whom is found eternal life,
forgiveness of sins, purity of heart, and all the bless-
ings abounding from the grace of God. When the will
is brought into submission to the Lord and the soul
given its rightful pre-eminence, the life is fashioned
after godliness, which yields the purest pleasures of
soul, mind, and body, in a whole-hearted service to
God.

When people of the world seek for pleasure, they
look for it in the things of this world, which are perish-
ing and often very fleeting; for what will give pleasure
to-day will not satisfy to-morrow. So there is continual
seeking for something just before them, to yield satis-
faction and happiness.

If one desires a beautiful new dress, she is sure she
will be perfectly happy in its possession, and the pros-
pect is delightful; but when it is obtained, she is
reminded of something more that is necessary before
she can be perfectly satisfied; and so that allures to
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sweet prospects. So while there is continual seeking
and receiving, the promised perfect satisfaction does
not come in these things; for our being cannot be
satisfied with the perishable. ~One may be very happy
in this kind of life and yet be conscious that the future
holds something better, not realizing that it only comes
as the preparation is made to receive it, and that it is
of an entirely different nature.

But some are so aroused by the Spirit, to eternal
things, that, while they try to make themselves believe
they are happy, they are most miserable, but imagine
they will have so much to give up in order to be Chris-
tians, that they will ‘“enjoy themselves a little longer,”’
not knowing that the religion of Jesus yields the most
perfect of all joys and pleasures, to those who do not
seek for them, but for the glory of God.

Here is a great difference between the people of the
world and the children of God: the first choose a life
- that appears to them to be full of pleasure, their own
way after their own natural disposition, illumined by
the false light of carnal hope; but God’s people have
chosen his way because it is wisdom to do so, and the
grace of God has made the change in their hearts so
perfect that they now love his way, are brought into
harmony with it, so do not seek pleasure, but more
of God and his grace; and so the joy of the Lord is
theirs. Oh, how my heart has longed to carry the glad
news to the pleasure-loving people, that the joys of
heaven are realized here in this world by those who

e
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seek for ‘‘glory, honor, and immortality,”” instead of
earthly pleasure.

There are so many ways that individuals seek for
earthly happiness and pleasure, that only a few must.
suffice as examples to show the liability of gaining the
opposite of what they seek, even in this life.

A young man starts out in life ‘‘determined to have
a good time.”” His parents, through much effort and
love, have given him a good education, and a fair start.
in life financially; so he decides to ‘‘combine pleasure
with business, and make the most of life.”” He-
launches out with a few hours daily for business, and
the rest is devoted to clubs, lodges, suppers, dinners,
parties, dances, and a good time generally. Business
does not thrive well under such management, so it is
turned over to unprincipled parties ‘‘to make all you
can, in every way you can;’’ and for a few years he is
happy, swimming along gaily, ‘“‘a good fellow in our
set,” until social dissipations and meals at all hours
break down the consitution, and soon he is ‘‘bracing
himself”’ with that which inebriates; and in order to
supply his fast wasting financial resources, he must.
make a good match with one who has means to supply
the increasing demand for the ‘‘flowing bowl.”” Alas,
for both! his desires are favored, and two pleasure-lov-
ing people are united in the sacred bonds of wedlock,
and for a time life is one smooth sea of carnal plea-
gure. Then comes sorrow to the young wife as the
- husband i8 brought home unable to care for himself, let
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alone being her support through life. Again and again
it is repeated, until shame covers the household, and the
attempts at reformation cease in despair. Then comes
financial ruin, and the pleasure-lovers are unable to
supply their needs, regardless of their extravagant
dsesires; so their bark is launched upon the stormy sea
of battle for bread.

The friends of other days mockingly say, ‘‘He lived
too fast while he lived; ke is not in our set now; let
him fight his own battles.”” Soon, yes, very soon, the
end comes: he fills a nameless drunkard’s grave, and
must give account for a wasted life and for the sorrow,
gshame, and wretchedness of a heart-broken wife and
suffering children, who find help from those who fol-
low their Master in ‘‘going about doing good,”” ‘‘hop-
ing for nothing again,’” but enjoying his blessed pres-
ence and sweet approval.

But you say, ‘‘Oh, you have chosen to present to us
the darkest picture imaginable, on the lowest scale of
pleasure—a drunkard, a common drunkard.” I have
chosen it because it is low and common. For multi-
tudes of bright, strong, well-educated, and talented
young men are choosing the same way, lured by the
attractions of society’s pleasures, never expecting to
reap so sad a harvest in the closing years of life, or to
enter upon the great eternity with ne preparation, but
a worse than wasted life to give account for. Yet,
dear girls, do you realize how much of all this rests
upon you, when, by every look, word, and action, you
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are encouraging them to live gay, careless, and plea-
sure-loving lives? But this is not the saddest picture
that can be presented; there are deeper depths of sor-
row and woe to be found as a fruit of pleasure-seeking.

We will look upon another picture. Iere is a young
man who has lofty aspirations and desires; for he is
talented and naturally endowed with strong perceptive
faculties. So he chooses the field of knowledge as his
sphere of usefulness. He is in college, poring over
books, ““determined to know all that is worth knowing
and make his mark in the world, and prove that a man
of means can be a man of sense,in the proper use
thereof.”’ '

Year after year of mental labor, with cellege honors;
then years spent in deep research and wise treatises on
various subjects, bring his name before the world as

“one of the most earnest scholars of the day.” But

that is not enough. He has tasted of the intoxicating
cup of pleasure in honor and fame, and he is sure he
will surprise the world with his wonderful discoveries
in the realm of science.

Years pass, and just as he is about to grasp the
honors of the world of earthly wisdom, some one steps
ahead and wins the coveted prize; and his years of
labor are turned to wormwood. Bitter and discour-
aged, the sweet voice of flattery allures to other fields
of pleasure, and soon the gifted scholar and worldly-
wise author is reveling in sensual pleasure, draining the
enticing eup to the bitter dregs of licentious shame,
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physical destruction, and loathsomo disease, an ob-
ject of pity for the hardest heart—a man of sense,
one of the wise ones of the earth, brought low by
the .intoxicating cup of earthly pleasure. Had
he listened to words of divine wisdom, they would
have kept him from the ‘‘strange woman that flat-
tereth with her words: for she hath cast down
many wounded; yea, many strong men have been slain
by her.  Her house is the way to hell, going down to
the chambers of death.”’

And now it is our painful duty to look upon the sad-
dest picture of human life. A bright young girl just
home from school, where years have been spent in
earnest study, that she may be fitted to shine in her
sphere of society life—gay, gifted, and beautiful, she
is the center of attraction amid the gay circle of plea-
sure-lovers; gnd men of worldly wisdom pay homage to
the shrine of earthly perfection, and count themselves
honored by her smallest favor. Oh, how sweet to the
natural heart is the homage of men paid to the attrac-
tive beauty of womanhood! Now she is tasting of
pleasure that seems to have no alloy—but wait.

A few years passed thus, and she begins to remem-
ber that she must choose her life station, and as pride
and worldly wisdom now rule her heart, she chooses
for a life partner one who can give her most of what
has been ‘so agreeable, the cup of pleasure. She
chooses from outward appearance, and soon her sefish-
ness of unloving choice is repaid by years of torture,
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abuse, and finally outward shame, as she is abandoned
for ‘‘another choice.”

But she uses her tact and talent to again shine forth,
and soon another circle of admirers are at her feet to
do her pleasure. But alas! she has decreed she will
keep her freedom and be bound to no one, ‘‘only at
love’s sweet will.”” How fiends rejoice and angels
weep over the fatal step that launches her upon the
ocean of free-love, amid the breakers of human treach-
ery and hard-heartedness! Soon she imagines she is
tasting of pure natural love, and revels in its freedom,
but is awakened from the day-dream to the realization
that self-honor and virtue are sold for a mess of pot-
tage, the fair speeches and admiring looks of a betrayer
‘of human virtue. But she covers her shame with
boldness, and in a few years lives by her shame, in
supplying the desires of her faithful followers in dcep-
est sin and degradation. Lower and lower she sinks,
until she must walk up and down the streets to allure
to lust’s destruction all she can entice to her home of
boasted freedom.

Now forsaken‘by friend and foe, a mass of human
corruption, she is left to her meditations and misery;
and she longs for death to close the dreadful scene.
But it lingers, and demons rejoice around her bedside.

But a good Samaritan hears of her wretchedness and
visits her retreat to minister to her necessities, and
tries to point her to the ““Lamb of God who taketh
away the sin of the world;’’ but she moans, ¢ Too lafe!
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T00 LATE! I have lived for pleasure, instéad of for
God, and now I must reap what has been sown. But
you can warn the girls, the precious girls! that they
may choose more wisely!  Oh, that some one had
‘snatched me as a brand from the eternal burning,*
before it was too late!”” As she lingers on the borders
of eternity her shrieks of woe, filled with deep and bit-
ter remorse, rend the hearts of her faithful attendants.
as they pray for grace to endure for one brief day
what she must endure throughout eternity. Shall they
cry aloud to warn the ‘‘precious girls,”” or let them
press the same pleasure-seeking path to its bitter end
unwarned?

Did you know, dear girls, that Jesus loves the sin-
ner? and if any of you are on the downward road of
carnal pleasure, he is seeking for you and would gladly
give you the pure joys of heaven, even in this life;
and in the great eternity, inexpressible joy and glory?
Can any one be a Christian and spend time, means,
and talent for the fleeting things of this world, when
she might bear the words of life to these ‘“‘precious
girls”” who are so far from wisdom’s way, even upon
the barren mountain of sin? .

To warn the girls is what we are trying to do as we
show you it is not wise to live for pleasure or for our-
gelves in any way; for ‘‘she that liveth in pleasure is
dead while she liveth’’ (1 Tim. 5:6), which means that
no one can be alive spiritually and be living for and
in pleasure. ‘‘The soul is dead in trespasses and
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sins,”” and pleasure-loving people have no relish for
spiritual things; so they turn from them carelessly,
and do not comprehend their value.

As there are several subjects that border upon this
one, that are necessary to present to you, we will close
with an earnest entreaty that you give up the pursuit
of vleasure, and live for God.
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DEAR GIrLs: In order to supply the demand for
pleasure there have been many kinds of amusements
invented, some of which are innocent of themselves,
and, when moderately used, may be beneficial in cer-
tain circumstances; but the danger is in over-indul-
gence.

Children need exercise while attending school, in
order to develop the physical system for the strength-
ening of mind and body, as the two are so closely con-
nected that both should receive due'care. So we love
to see them play such games as do not endanger them
in any way, and do not become so fascinating that they
can hardly stop play when sufficient exercise is taken.

This also applies to older ones who are engaged in
mental labor, or confined within the house by indoor
industries. But the exercise should be varied accord-
ing to employment. Walking, riding, boating, skat-
ing, coasting, and bicycle-riding may be very whole-
some exercise, if care is taken not to overdo in the
pleasurable excitement, as the excess is worse than-
neglect. Wisdom should be used to so change occupa-
tion, when possible, as not to overtax any portion of
the body, producing a craving for something exciting *
to supply pleasure.

146
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When exercise is taken with some worthy object in
view it becomes doubly beneficial. For instance, a
school girl returning from school a few blocks, is met
at the door by a kind mother, who requests her to
carry a basket of good things to a sick friend who lives
a half-mile away. The pleasure of a good deed and
of a short call will quicken the steps, lighten the
heart, and bring a flush of health to pale cheeks as the
frosty air braces the nerves and purifies the blood as it
courses through the body. Perhaps if she had chosen
her own pleasure she would have.entered a warm room
and seated herself to some fascinating fancy work, and
when meal-time came she would have had no appetite
for nourishing food, instead of being ‘‘hungry as a
bear,”" as she laughingly asserts.

There are many ways for our girls to exercise within
the house, that will rest them from school duties, and
every one should bear her share of home labor; for no
matter how wealthy one may be at the present time,
‘“‘riches often take to themselves wings and fly away.”’
So it is wisdom for every girl to know how to care
for herself and her home. Instead of taking an inter-
est in home duties, which are considered by many as
unattractive, they will devise some pleasant amusement,
in which there is neither exercise for the body nor
instruction for the mind, and which is so attractive that
it is carried to excess, and hours of valuable time are

" wasted, for which they must give account in judgment.

Again, these amusements lead to emulation, strife,
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dl-will, quarrels, and often to betting and to other
amusements that lead to ruin of soul and body. For
instance, while boys have their game of ball to enjoy,
the girls may claim the privilege of croquet, and one
differs but little from the other.  The girls may enjoy
the healthful exercise and acquire a degree of skill that
will be a benefit to them; but soon they are not con-
tent to play for the good of the game, but for the com-
mendation of othérs and to beat their friends. Then
they will make small bets, such as treats of candy,
nuts, etc., and the brothers, who are induced to play,
will soon see no difference between this and billiards,
and so are led to the gambling table.

If the girls could play a few games and then stop,
they might receive a benefit to themselves; but when
excess begins, then ends the benefit and commences
the harm of what is termed innocent amusement. If
each one would say enough is enough and stop there,
all would be well; but life is too precious to fritter
away on anything that can yield nothing but fleeting
joy. Then what a lack of wisdom to use it in any way
to the harm or detriment of any one—friends, acquaint-
ances, or ourselves—either for this life or eternity.

No censure can be too severe for those amusements
that are carried on for the purpose of defrauding or
taking advantage of others through their lack of skill,
or from their inability to resist the fascination thereof;
or for those which are morally wrong and not only
impure for the present, but affecting the soul, bring-
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ing it into evil for all eternity. These amusements
are snares of Satan for the destruction of the most
important part of man—the precious immortal soul.
When one person takes the life of another it is mur-
der, and he receives severe censure and punishment
by the laws of nations: but those who use every art
and device to allure to eternal destruction, the dear
ones from our families, are not reproved; for each
one desires to judge for himself on that line, and so they
stand or fall, according to their strength or weakness.

So all manner of evil amusements are atroad in the
land to murder the souls of men. Only God’s people
are crying aloud against them, to warn the people,
and show them that a life that has a noble purpose
in it does not need or care for the enticing pastimes
of this present evil world. Such a life is the Chris-
tian life, and we are so thankful that every longing
of the soul is satisfied in the Lord our Redeemer.

The craving for excitement and pleasure far ex-
ceeds the desire to be useful and good, in the majority
of people; and they do all they can to satisfy the
longing, not knowing that the more it is in-
dulged the stronger it becomes, until it is a fetter,
stronger than iron, that binds the individual to a gay
and careless life, that prevents serious meditation
and calm consideration of the most important subjects
of life, especially those that relate to the welfare of the
soul. How often has my heart been saddened by
seeing a congregation utterly indifferent while a very
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precious Bible lesson was being given, that would have
been worth more to them than all this world, if they
had received the truth into their hearts; but they just
waited carelessly, hoping for some story or lively
experience that would afford them a few moments’
entertainment: revealing the fact that they were
merely seeking pleasure or amusement in -eternal
things instead of a thorough understanding of God’s
word, which should yield them all things needful for
an entrance into eternal glory at the close of life,
and wisdom more precious than rubies for this present
time, which should be filled with noble purposes and
good deeds, so that there is no inclination for the
amusements that attract the worldly-minded. .

For those who must spend most of their days in
active labor, a change of occupation for a short time
will afford relief and rest, even if it requires just as
much exertion. A mother who cares for her home,

and sews for the family, will find her life much easier -

if the forenoons, of most of the days, are spent in
housework, and the afternoons in the sitting-room, in
neat attire at the sewing-machine. Then our girls
may profit by mother’s example, and when tired of
certain duties, choose a suitable time and make a call
upon some friend, or spend an hour in the orchard,
garden, or flower beds, or in a brisk walk to the
woods; and so change occupation that the longing for
amusement will not arise.

There are many little ambitions that are worthy, and
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Oftentimes young people over.ok great opporiani-
ties for usefulness in their great relish for sometkhing
especially fascinating to their pecaliar temperament.
One of the purest and most satisfving amusements is
to see some one’s need and by our own exertions supply
it; and it is surprising how many opportunities of
helpfulness one may find if eyes and ears are opened
by true kindness of heart, or how far it may extend
by encouraging others to like efforts.

To those who are serving the Lord to the best of
their knowledge, we would ask you to get all the
satisfaction possible from natural sources before indulg-
ing in any amusement of which you are the least
doubtful. The beautiful in nature may claim our
earnest attention and care, and be a means of lifting our
minds and hearts from nature up to nature’s God.
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There are many homes that might be brightened by
the cultivation of a few flowers, at least part of the
year, and sometimes, with a little more care, through
the months of ice and snow, when many are snow-
bound within the four walls of home; but in this, as
in everything else, moderation must be used, also wis-
dom; for there are so many circumstances surrounding
individuals that no rule holds good in all cases. Let
our hearts be filled with love to God and those around
us, and our time and thoughts will be filled with sweet
ministration of good.

I was a great lover of pretty things, and had put
forth great efforts to beautify home by plants and
shrubs, which needed much time and care to protect
them from the ravages of farm stock and drying
winds; but when God filled my heart with love to him-
gelf and others, I saw that much of the effort was a
vain strife for the unattainable in present circumstan-
ces, and that time could be much better improved in
prayer and reading of his precious word. So with a
small flower bed and a window full of house plants,
my love for the beautiful is satisfied, and these take a
few moments of time in the cool of the evening as a
change from the confinement of indoor labors, and
awaken in the hearis of the children a love for the
handiwork of God.

For Christians, a daily walk in the country, alone
with Gdd, will give place for sweet meditation, or in
company with others, will open eyes and ears to new
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beauties and curiosities of nature. An hour in deep
quiet within the closet will rest the mind and bodye
and encourage the heart to press forward in life’s
great battle, looking to God to supply our needs, and
find sweetest joy in true abandonment of ourselves to
him in all that is good, pure, and noble.

So you may draw this conclusion from this letter:
Let amusement be within the bounds of good to
goul, mind, and body; let it be in moderation, romem-
bering ‘‘temperance in all things;”’ let it be for the
good of others, or found in nature’s beauties; let it be
for the glory of God.

“Let each day be a day spent well,
Then, its beauty no tongue can tell”

%
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DErar GirLs: An intense longing has filled my
heart that you might see the beauty of a higher life—
one in which self and selfish purposes have no part, but
where each day is an honest effort for the best good
of all with whom you associate, and thus for the glory
of God.

Some will wonder if they cannot live such a life
without being Christians. No: it is impossible to find
50 pure, so holy, and so noble a life as the one God has
planned for us, or one where we can do as much to
help others; for Christians not only help others in
their cares, troubles, and sorrows in this life, but are
instruments of *the Lord to help them toward an eter-
nity of glory. If you can see the purity of this higher
life, you can never be satisfied with one below its
standard; so we pray God to show you the littleness of
the earthly pleasures and aspirations of worldly life,
and the glories of the heavenly.

When we come to this subject of fashion, knowing
what a great goddess she is to the young ladies of the
world, we know that unless God shall help us to write,
this letter will fall on ears that are dull of hearing and
minds that are already decided in regard to it. But

we believe that our loving Father does want to speak
154
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to you through this letter, and so we do trust him to
inspire our heart to write you a very important mes-
sage, and to let it fall upon some good ground that.
shall bring forth fruit to his glory and praise. 4

What is fashion? We hear ladies talking in regard
to their clothing, and one says, ‘“Yes, this is the latest.
fashion; is it not lovely?””> Another one says, ‘““When.
you cut my dress, be sure to cut it the very latest fash-
ion; for one might just as well be out of the world as
ottt of style.”” If we investigate the matter, we find
that somewhere in this wide world a few people decide:
how different garments shall be made for a short time,
and that style of make becomes the fashion; and those
who wish to move in the highest circles of society life
must have their garments made in that style.

All over the country, into nearly every home comes.
the fashior book to tell all its followers how to make-
their garments so they can be fashionable. So we see -
bright young girls poring over the books, very anxious.
to ascertain all the information that is possible to make-
attractive and fashionable every article of their ward-
robe, whether it be great or small. Those who have.
abundance of money at their command and whose:
wishes are gratified as soon as expressed, have no idea.
of the turning, twisting, contriving, scrimping, on
everything needful, that is practiced among those:
whose income is limited, that they may keep pace with
fashion in her various meanderings.

Oh, ye fashionable mothers and sisters, do you think:
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of the many fair girls who are selling themselves, soul
and body, for the privilege of following you in dress,
because you are so lovely in their eyes, dressed in
richest garments of exquisite make? Do you think
how much your clothing costs you in one year, and
how many sick, needy, careworn, and troubled sisters
you could relieve by the extras placed upon yourselves
for adornment and style? Will you or I be guiltless, if
.others are influenced toward wrong by our example?
Will we obey Paul’s teaching—eat no meat if it make
some one to offend?

If we think how heavy the burden of fashionable
dress has been upon each of us, and then estimate the
number of beings thus burdened, we will find that
fashion ie one of the most grievous burdens that rests
upon the shoulders of worldly people. Yet they love
her, because they are made happy in the approval of her
subjects and in the assurance that they are just as good
a8 anybody; for they are fashionable. And each one
will give reason upon reason why it is wisest and best
to keep up with the styles. But all these reasons sink
into waste of words when we remember that great com-
mand, ‘““Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and him
-only shalt thou serve.”

If you think of all the money wasted by simply
<changing from one fashion to another, of the time
wasted, of the great labor, chiefly falling upon weakly
Wwomen, of the great anxiety of those who cannot
afford it, and then of this change year after year for a
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lifetime, can you not begin to see what fashion costs
its subjects? And after all this expense and effort
what have they to show for it? How much better will
they be when they stand before God in judgment for
every deed done here in this life?

Will you be asked: “How have you lived?”

“For fashion.”

‘““How have you spent your time?’’

“For fashion.”

‘““How have you gpent your means?”’

“For fasLion.”

“For what have you labored?”’

“For fashiom.”

‘‘Have you loved your neighbors?”’

““The fashionable ones.”’ '

‘“Have you supported the gospel?”

‘A fashionable one.”

‘“Have you loved God?”’

‘“Yes, the goddess of fashion.”

Who is she? A goddess of this world. *‘Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.” ‘Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind, strength,
and soul, and thy neighbor as thyself.” Weighed in
the balance and found wanting! Serving a god of this
world instead of the true God of heaven, who loves
all‘of us and does not wish one overdressed, with
every desire and whim gratified, while others lack
bread, and clothes to protect the body from the winter’s
cold or the heat of summer.
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Many will do for fashion what they will not do for
God; for she tells you, ‘“‘Now you make your clothes
this way and we will all honor you, and you shall be
ame of our set; but if- you do not make them just as
we say, we will ridicule you; and no matter how wise,
now good, or how much you love God, you cannot
have any of our benefits.”” ‘‘You might just as well
not live, as not to live in fashion.”” So you will heed
her teaching and conform to her ways without the least
opposition. But when the Lord in love and great
mercy says to you, ‘Repent, believe, and be baptized,
and thou shalt be saved,’ and, ‘If ye love me, keep my
commandments; and I and the Father will love you,
and will come unto you and make our abode with you,’
you say: ‘‘He makes the way too hard, by expecting
us to do just what he requires; and so, as we want an
easy time and to enjoy ourselves, we will just take our
own way.”’” But, dear girls, it is Fashion’s way you
are taking, and she is putting dreadful burdens upon
her subjects and finally sending them to the judgment
unprepared for the glories of heaven. Is it possible
you will let a deaf and dumb, blind god control you,
and refuse to honor and obey the One who is maker
of earth and heaven and all that in them is?

Looking at it from reason’s point of view, what good
does it do to have fashion? Would not the world
be far better off if each person would dress just as she
wishes, choosing the most becoming style for face and
figure? for you surely know that one style of dress is
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not becoming to everybody. Would there not be
greater liberty for taste, ingenuity, and expression, in
no fashion? Yes, indeed, humanity would be much
better off if fashion were ‘‘pitched overboard’’ from
this beautiful world of God’s creation.

Once more we must say that man’s thoughts are not
God’s thoughts. He has told us we are to eat and
drink to the glory of God, and if we must do that,
then it is wisdom to conclude that we should dress to
his glory, which is included in the next sentence—
“¢ Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” How
can fashion honor or give glory to God, when it is the
very essence of intemperance in dress, and people are
just as much intoxicated by its influence as by fer-
mented liquors? for their perception is dulled; their
hearts, seared to the suffering around them; and every
power of mind and body, engaged or controlled thereby.

There are some fashions that are a disgrace to the
beautiful human form, and others that are so injurious
that physicians of both sexes condemn them; and if
they do, surely it is time for Christians to give the
people warning from God. If we do anything to injure
our bodies, which are God-given, we will be held
responsible by him.

The people who do not love the gospel harness, and
claim their freedom to ‘‘do as they please,’’ will very
readily let fashion put upon them the little harness of
steels and stays that is worn around the waist, with
undue pressure upon the vital organs, deforming the
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body and mispacing and deranging the organs that
are most essential to health and happiness. Oh, wise
of the earth, where is your wisdom? Do you not
know that whatever injures the body will give cause
for sorrow before you reach the grave? Oh, how much
misery, woe, and earthly trouble this one little fashion-
able garment has brought to this world! for not only
do the wearers suffer for the wrong-doing, but also
the innocent little ones, and the companions, who do
not know the cause of so much trouble to the ‘‘wife of
their bosom,’’ but who have ignorantly encouraged
them to look like others, because of the pride of
heart.

The body was formed in wisdom for all its natural
duties, and in its best condition can perform each and
all without harm to itself or others. But if we in our
pride attempt to improve its appearance, we bring it
into a shape and condition where its natural offices
become 80 laden with suffering that many wives and
mothers refuse to fulfill their God-given obligations,
because of the unnatural distresses to which they have
subjected themselves by the lack of godly wisdom in
blindly following fashion’s devices. The part of the
body that is compressed by the wearing of this instra-
ment of torture is arranged to expand and contract as
we breathe, so that a proper amount of pure air may
strengthen it and build it up. If by a band it is held
in a compressed condition, this is prevented, and the
body in some of its parts is weakened.
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Many will not admit that they wear their corset tight,
and therefore think it does them no harmj; but by
experiment it is found that a band around any part
of the body just a little ‘“‘snug’’ will weaken the mus-
cles, and cause them to decrease in size. So that is the
reason one may not be conscious of undue pressure,
and yet decrease in size, and lean upon it for support,
for what she considers her natural weakness.

A girl who has not worn a corset until her natural
~ size is attained will be a great contrast to one who has
begun its use in childhood; and upon attempting to
wear it just as loose as posgible, will throw it aside in
disgust, as a ‘“horrid thing.”” But should she be
pleased with her appearance and continue its use,
because she ‘‘must look like other folks,”’ she will soon
think she is falling off in weight as she becomes more
and more slender-waisted. But the fact is, the de-
crease is chiefly where the fashionable garment is worn.
If one, regardless of consequences, uses undue pressure
in order to obtain the desired shape of waspish beauty,
the internal organs are pressed out of shape and inte
other positions and places, until they cannot perform
their required duties, and disease soon preys upon the
deformed body. .

The weakness of our sex is chiefly due to lack of care
and wisdom on our part, though we may often hear
God reproached for laying such grievous burdens upon
us, ‘‘the weaker vessels.”” By laying aside every prop

and band that is not of God, we come where we may
it



162 LETTERS FOR GIRLS.

obtain help from him in every time of need, and bear
these same burdens joyfully and in comfort and sweet
peace, proving the wisdom and grace of our God.

Another instrument of torture is the high-heeled
shoe, that throws the body into a position that is un-
comely and extremely injurious, as it causes internal
misplacements, affecting the spine and head, with all
their delicate attachments of organs.

One of the greatest objects of pity in this world of
sin and folly, is a fashionably dressed, reformed, high-
tilted, weakly, nervous, and petted woman, who lives
only for the eyes of a fashionable world, disregarding
every call to duty, even love to God and to mankind.

The change of fashion is absurd and ridiculous in the
extreme; for sometimes she declares that tight sleeves
showing the shape of the natural arm, above a ruffled
and bedecked skirt, is a real model of beauty; then
follows the fullest of sleeves, ruffled and trimmed, over
the tightest and plainest skirts—the exact opposite of
the first model of beauty, but declared by the followers
as “‘too lovely for anything.”” But some one says, ‘“We
get tired of one thing, and want a change.”” Then
why not make the change to suit yourself, whenever
you desire? What change is there in every one dress-
ing alike for a year or two? There is a strong belief
in my soul that if some knew there was a way of escape
from this folly, they would declare their freedom,
renounce their allegiance to such a cruel, variable,
sacrilegious god of this world, who casts contempt
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upon the God of love, by deforming, abusing, and
controlling the noblest work of his hands, the children
of men, sending them before the great judgment seat,
unprepared for the purity of heaven.

So I am glad to tell you all that there is a way of
escape provided by our loving Father, through the
atonement of Jesus, and every one who will, may avail
herself thereof, and obtain a blessed freedom from all
the bands, chains, and allurements of fashion. It is
found in the way of the Lord, by repenting of and
forsaking all folly and wrong-doing, confessing the
same to God, and then believing for a thorough change
in the heart, 8o he is loved and obeyed. Then by a
perfect consecration to his service the soul can trust
for the complete cleansing that purifies the heart,
removing the very disposition that causes the devotion
to fashion, and giving in its stead the joy of the Lord.

Some one asks if we think the great God notices
our dress every hour, and all our thoughts, words, and
actions. Certainly we think so, for he who numbers
the hairs of our heads and notices a sparrow’s fall will
surely watch over each one of us constantly, and
observe the things that shall decide our fate for the
great eternity. Then, as he has given us such careful
instruction on all these points of behavior, this makes
us to understand that they are not little, trifling
things in his wisdom, but of great consequence, as
indicative of the true condition of the heart.

The religions around us that do not enter into every
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act, thought, and emotion, are not to be depended .
upon to take us to heaven; for they are counterfeits ot
the genuine. The true Christian must not be con-
formed to this world in fashion, in adornment, in
wearing costly array, gold, or pearls. Oftentimes pre-
cious souls deceive themselves and others, by not receiv-
ing the instruction of the Bible on these things as well
as on greater things. God requires teachable and
humble hearts to live and reign in, and brings them
into that state by his marvelous grace obtained by faith
in his Son Jesus.

I will give you an incident recorded in the writings
of a holiness teacher, some years ago. E——hada
friend who did not believe that the injunctions,
“Come out from among them and be ye separate,”
“Be not conformed to this world,’’ and similar pas-
sages, have anything to do with the external appearance
of the Christian. She was united with a denomina-
tion that does not recognize these things as important,
and she would speak contemptuously of those views
that would induce one coming out in a religious pro-
fession to make such a change in external appearance
as to excite observation. She was what would be
termed a liberal-minded professor, and was no more
insincere than thousands who stand on an ordinary
eminence of religious profession.

The wasting consumption preyed upon the vitals of
this friend, and E—— went to see her and was much
concerned to find her friend as much engaged in the van-
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ities of the world and as anxious to conform to its cus-
toms as ever, and she ventured to say, ‘I did not sup-
pose you would think so much of these things now.”
Her friend was somewhat indignant at the remark, an