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THE MODERN DANCE

Text: “And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all In the name of
3 the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him."—Col. 3:17.

These words were spoken by the Apostle Paul to the Colossians He Is
admonishing them to do everything In the naume nnd to the honor of Jesus
Christ, And this can be applled in our duy. We, as Chrlstlans, can not do
anything that does not honor and magnify the name of Christ, S0, my danc-
fng friends, i you can dance in the name of Jesus Christ, you are not
gullty of gin. Bul that lsn't done in the Modern Dance.

L What Is the danee! And when I speak of the dapce, | don't mean
the dance of Centre Hall or Spring Mills alone. <1 mean the Modern Dance,
wherover you find it. “The dance I8 carnival of death that has come down
the avenues of the last fow centurles, a4 monstor of destruction, rolling on s
way, a verituble hell of evil influences, unretarded in Iis onward fourney.
gradually growing larger, stretching our s long tenacles further and fur-
ther—dringing into its bosom rich and poor, old and young, married and sin-
glo—sapping out their lifeblood and draining them of mental, physical, moral
and spiritual vitality,—untll they are thrown into  a living  hell”—(Vom
Bruch.) e W

My friends, that Is what the dance is.—and st it rolls o And  how
many ministers and Christlan Jaymen are really trying to stop ita on-rush-
’ Ing tide of destruction! [t catches In bts mad torrent milllons of people, nnd
unleas weo discourage it, it will engulf many, many more.

If we as Christlnns love God and His Word, §if we Jove Christ and His
Church, the danco will be repulsive o us, The nearer we get to God, the
léss we care for the dance. “Oh!™ you say, “Some minlsters any nothing
about it, and many Church members dance” But that doean't make it right.
The churches are opposed to it. and If any persons belonging 10 the ohurch
dance, they are not true to the teachlngs of the Church, whether minlsters

or laymen.

. Some testimonles of the leading men In the vartous Churchoes:

1. The Roman Cathollc Church:

(a) In a Pastoral Letter of the Archbishops and Bishops of the Roman
Catholic Church of the Unlted States, assembled in Baltimore, in O¢ >
1866, they say: "“We consider it to be our duty o warn our people espec-

dally agalnst the fashlonable dance, Which, as ar present corricd on, I8 o
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Church Fathers sld: “The dancing loor h C’dt-
jl hell, and U2 clrcumference the devil's.”

the covenant of Baptism.™
YA
{ bad effect.”

,-\.m Vincennes says: “Dancing Is a territie vnu oc time

premature excoltement of passion”
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T 40 imprident conduct, Indulging In sinfol tempers or words, dancing, playlng at

) N games of chance, attending theatres . . . patronlzdng dancing -schoolg, or

- taking such other amusements as are obviously of misleading or question-

t. i able moral tendency,” the pastor or class leader may take suoh wotion s

will rosult in the expulsion of the member, In section 69—under the sub-

Joot of Speclal Advices, we read as follows: “Improper amusements and ox-

oessive indulgence in Innocent amusements are sorious barrless 1o the be-

ginning of a frultful Christian life. Some amusements n common use to-

day are positively demoralizing, and furnish the first casy steps to the total

- loss of charmactor. We therefore, clearly, with deep concern It up a solemn

. note of warning and entreaty, particularly against the danee and sueld games
f e of chance™

6. The United Evangellcals:

8 In thelr Discipline, page 28, sectlon 25, artleles § and %, under the sub- 1
' Ject of General Rules, we read: "We should nvold that which - is olearly
.t' prohibited In the Word of God -the indulgence of pride, vanity, and waste-
v Sulness In dress and lving. The singing of frivolous song, the reading of
~ pornlcious Htermture, the patronizing of questionable amusements and re-
sorts, the playing of such games, and Indulgence In such diversions as do
not tend to the knowledge or love of God, and can not be priscticed In the T
~ mame of Christ.” AN LA

"1 7. The Reformed Church:

Hyre I8 a statement from a leading minlster of the Reformed Churceh:
#Our Church does not approve of anything frivolous or questionable. We
Jeave it to the Judgment of our pastors and poople to decide what things can
be done in harmony with the Word of God. and without hurting our spirit-
~ ol lves”  (Schmidt.)

_ Another Reformed minister says: “I am, personally, opposed (o' the
~dance. And I am glad 1o hear that You are taking a stand against 6"

S The Luthemns:

() Dr, Valentine Loescher says, in his “Personal Plety™—"The dance

flt a valn thing, which brings dangers to the soul, dissipates the mind and -

N (D)Martin Luther, Wimself, In 1524, In preaching on the marriage at’
© Cann, sald: “Falth and Charlty cannot be danced out nor romped out, i€ only

you do that also and become nx a little chiM), then the dance will mot N
m you, Otherwhse, if dancing in iself were a sin, we could not permit
children to do It." That looks as ¥ Luther sanotioned some dancing,
n't it7 But listen! In Luther's time they didn't have the Tango, the
dy Bear, the Turkey Trof, the Bunny Hug, the Sclssors, the Shimmy,
he Hootchee Koochee, Ome day Luther had o talk with his studeats,
this is what he said to them about the dance: “There is one thing a-
out dancing 1 don't ke, and 1 wish the law would forbid it, and that
t young men with young women turn around in a circle, cspockally
bofore many onlookers™ My friends, in these words, Luther cond
he Modern Dance

T3
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0 dance In thelr writings. In 2 poom
UFW- Jan. 22, 1821, we find these WO
“Thra life’s dull road, so dlm and dirty,

1 have dragged 1o three and thirty,
What have these years left to me?
Ing—except thirty-three”

|

M/

ow York policemon say: “Three-fourths of the aba
ho city were ruined by the round dance”
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21. The Gil at Rolling Green.~While walking around the dancing pa~
vilion @t Roking Green Park, near Selinsgrove, 1 heard a flerce shriek, It
was the cry of a lady. Rushing to the scene I saw several men carrying i
lady from the dance floor. She was in a hysterical state. Upon Inquiring, aand
1 was told that while dancing, some one informed her that he Httle brother A
had died, and that she was to come home at once. That afternoon her very ’
#iok brother hnd begged her to stay with him that evening: but she had
sald to him, "0, no, this i= a special dance, the only night In which we are
permitted to dance the new dances (0r the benefit of the soldiers who are In
camp here.” 1 went away with a horrible fedling about the dance. This Is
only one example of many who are neglecting thelir duties In the home for
the sake of a dirty, rotten, immoral dince ;

22, A girl's Seven Reasons for not Dancing:

First—The dance would lead me Into crowded ball-rooms and late hours
which would be injurious to my health .

Second—The dance would lead Mo to permit freedom with the sex of
which T wouM be ashamed. R

Third-—Ministers and good peoplo in general are against the dance, and
I think It pot safe to set myself against them.

Fourth-~The dance has a bad name.
Fifth—It s usually accompanied with drinking.

Sixthe=1 am told that the dance * a temgMation for the young man llll ’
the dunce unfits the mind for serfous reflections and prayer.

Seventh—There I8 plenty of healthful exerclse In which we may Indulge
and there are many things which may be done to the glory of God; and I
think the dance would be an insult to God, and I doa"t propose to do anys
thing that would insult God. P

23. Just one more quotation. (It lsn’t so much what 1 say, but what
these men and women say. They have made a life study of soclal evils)
The quotation Is: “In a court festival in England, the Duke asked a falr
Jady to dance with him, and she repiled: ‘I am ready to dance with you If
the dance Is accompanied with the hymn entitled, * ‘A parrow way leads us
10 Ufe” * The dance was omitted” My friends, you ought to take :

same stand and, as the text says, “Do everything In the Name of

-
Vv

lﬂ- Is It & sin to dance? Yew, (Or sovoral readons.

1. Because the dance s death to spiritual life. “Ob”
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alone today, the dance would not continue another week.

(a) In Exodus, 16th chapler, we poad that the women of Israel were
s giad for Gol's deliverance from the Army of Pharach that Mirfam, the
sister of Moses, 100X up the timbrel and all the women answered her and
danced. You see here are no men Mentioned-—only  women, And  they
dunced o the honor and glory of God.  Is that what yvou daneed for jn Con
. tee Hall? .

1b)  lu 24 Samuel 6:14 wo read that David dapced before the Lord with
all his might because the Ark of the Lord was restored. But  he  danced
alone. and bhe danced to the honor and glory of God

(€) In BEoc 3:4, Bolomon siys, “There Ix a time to mourn and a time to
" dasee™ But he doesn't say men and women shall dance togethes. He re-
fors 10 the kind of darcing that Is mentioned about  Mirlam, and  about
David, In Psalms 37:23 woe read, "The steps of o good mun are ordered by
the Lord.” Yes, but the stops of the dancer are ordered hy the dancing mas-
ter, and God has nothing to do with thelr siope

Sl

The 150th Psadm saye, “Pralse Him with the timbre! and the dance”
The dance bere mentioned I8 from the word “machol” which |s the name of
an instrument--a sort of hand tUmbrel with belle

VAR

O, you sy, dbut how about Herodias' daughter? DId she dance to God's
gory? No, she danced alone, but |t was the kind of dance we seo In  side-
shows and carnivale  “Well, what abour 1Y you say. This is what 1 say: b}
She dunced off the hend of John the Baptist,” Didn't some characters in the
Bible sin? Yes, they sinned and they were punished, too. You can't justify
‘ the Modérn Dance by the Scripture. It can't be done!

ST e dinbwe I o sin. Let me repeat. It is death to the spiritaal  life
it Can you tell me that the low-necked walst, the short sKirl, the sllk stook-
Ingx, and the close mingling of the sexes are conducive o Spiritanlity?
Friends, 1 bolleve In pleasure, and T am no O Fogy,”™ but  lsten, when

your daughter or your son hangs In the balance, | pretest!

5 2. The dance iIs death to health.Oh, why, you say, I dance for exervise
<1t makes me graceful. Say! do you know that there are some poople In 5
this town who dance and are as clumsy ax 1 am, and 1 never danced I
s know a lady dancing teacher who is as crooked ax a hickory stick. Amd,
y even If that were true—that it makes us graceful, then I would rather be
clamsy physically and clean moraliy and spiritually, than to be geaceful and
& immoral. The dance violates every law of health. The medical profession 3 o
A% & whole, demounces it. Dancing from eight o'clock until after twelve, In >
a hot, stuffy lmpure atmasphero is 201 copducive to good health, You dance ¥4 )
untll all perspired and warm, then 000} off during Intermission, and distard’  ° r ’&
the action of digestion by eating a midnight lunch, consisting of a pickle and e ¥
: An foo cream cone, and some “hooze™ If It can be had Is  that  healthful? = o 8
: Then you go home on a cold winter night with scarcely anything to cover 2
your nnkedness. Shame on the women who dross mo that every Tom, Dick o=
and Harry ean study thelr anastomy! Do you know that men's passions b
are Aroused by the sense of sight, and women's by the sense of toueh? = o 0
-~ Sure you kpow it! That's why you dress that way. Women get the wiyles
© from New Yark, New York gots them from Parls, and Paris gets them from Te
pors hell. Say! If dancing s so healthful, »o Inspiring and so refining, why are N
. most of the dances found in the slums of the cities, In the underworld and
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tenderboln distriota? Do the real spiritual minded people of Centre Hall and

Spring Mils dance? “Oh" you say, “l go to only soléct dances” Listen! 1

had a friend—now an evangelist —who telis a stoey of one of your pleked

damces, In the city of Pittsburgh. It goes ke this: “A gifl friend asked

me 1o come to A select dance. 1 sald ‘Are you sure all present will be la-

diex and gentlemen beyond reproach? ‘'Ob, yes indecd!’ ‘Al right, 1'Il be .
- there Before | went in 1 Hstened to some men talking on the poreh. The
dance had begun and these men had been taking o smoke during Inteseniss
slon. Well, the remiorks made aboul the ladles were something  horrible.
Print would not allow some of the vulgar things mentioned Some ope  re-
marked about his partner, and when [ asked who his partner was, he sald,
“Misge—ee” 1, was dumbfounded, 0- she was the lady who started  the
dance and Invited the guests and sa'd the crowd was 4 select one™ Well,
my friend had no thne after that for = leot dances

/% The dance Is doath to momtity.  lat me deseribe to you a  coupie \“\-\. o
on the dance floor. This Is Dr. Stough's description: “The dancers inter- '
lock their bodies In embrace, brought 'n such close contact. thelr bodies

move as one on the foor. Her breast rests upon his shoulder, her face is

upturned to his, her naked arm Is almast around his neck: her broast heaves

tumultuously against his: face to face they thev whird, their Hmbs Inter-

twining: her eyes look into his, but she sees nothing: the soft music fills the

room, but she hears nothing: swiftly they march along: his hot breath is on

her halr; hix lps almost touch her forehoad: his gllmmering eyes gloat over

her,~she fa fied with rapture divine” Friends, i that [sn't death o mor—

ality, thon 1 don't Know anything, If that {sn't o sin, then I'Nl lose all con-

Ndence In everything that !s good,

There were Lutherans present ot the dance to which I refer, and I sup-
pose I dare say representatives of almost every church, and some helonging
10 no church. ¢

Can you see your wife or your bushand embraced by some one olse o .
such a passionate dance and say It I8 no sin? Then, my friend., “God will y ¥,
excuse you ax an idiot!™ If you have never become passionate on the dance
floor, then you should quit dancing or you will soon become %o, i you have
all your nnuml God-glven powers, You g0 to a restaurant, a pool room or
a barber shop, and listen to the conversation after a dance and you can soon
s0e¢ that passion Is the chiof end of the dance

4. The dance Ig death to modesty and virtue. Liston, friends, in Bing-
hampton, N, Y., a young woman gives hirth to a fatherless child, with hut
snow for & pillow and the sky for a covering, In an open field, erying, “Oh,
i1 hud only known! Oh, i T had only known!"™ Oh, God, help you to soe
tonkght, the awfu! influence of the dance

%
o -
-2y

et & This is an extract from “The Lutheran™: With increasing frequency, i
A S5 Svoloow of warning are belng heard against the ovils of the dancing mania; £
Cw s but it remadned for Mrs. Henrletta Hunt, the superintendent of the Redemp~
VX, tlan Home of Springfeld, 11, to lodge an coffective protest in that elty. It .
o came about in this way: The Springlicld Improvement League had advertised : Roi?

© “a" Redemption Home benafit dance, tie prococds of -which we %0 be glven
10 the Home. Mrs. Hunt promptly informed the League that nou oOne CeRt.. -
of the “dance money” would be accepted, and gave as hor reason that “fully
half the girls in our care who went wrong Inst year” owed thelr downfall to
the public school dances
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erwilrds inaugurated: but the girls contended that wearing cormets restrict-
i their movements and prevented them from dolng the steps! It &= not
HMcult to guess why boys do no :annoamﬂmwm.uq“-uw»
m-mcm particular style of dance which bans corsets
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t be written on this question. Its serfousness cannot well
ow the passion for objectionable forms of dancing has -
. an obsossion, and many of our high schools are launching out  (nto
hl'nlhml business at & rmto that Is bound to make theatrical and <
dancing performances the chief attraction at school. The taste for  study ) CECTR
A >~. W Iﬁo cultivation of a serlous parpose and atm in life scem no longer to be ity .
In the rusning, and nearly overy teacher you meet complains that the dis-
¥ -cw for study in the high schools of our clties s limited 1o compara~
thvely few students, There s mald (o be a wooful dearth of Meallsm among
them and a seclous lack of moral and religlous stamina. A letter from one
L of our pastors who Is engaged In welfare work among young boys and girks :
&.,&. ‘hints at & state of affairs that Is positively distressing. But what else s to
 be expected when the home has ceased to function as a  divine  Institution,
s and when our high schools have become adjuncts to the theatre and nn

N

M han? \

3,--'1'0- Grangers, who stand for Justice and equity and right, don't permit
n Ifeblasting. soul-destroying  dance ever to be glven In your hall agaln!
lodge men—Masons, Odd Fellows, P. O. 8 of A, you stand for right,

and morality, lve your obligations and see to it that dancing never {
your balis! You Christiang, In God's name, support your Pastors in e
¢ aep taken and pray God to save souls from hell! ' Sy 1.

The dance s death to American |deals and consquently It means L

to the good of the world. The preamble to our Constitution says “To '
the general welfare,” bat the dance, ax | have shown, hinders the L

welfare and s a menace, and Is therefore un-Amerloan. It s de~

~ stroying American bomes which are the bulwark of the natbon America

~ Jeads the world. Al eyes are fixed upon her: and it she fafls, the world |
. And yet we thought we were patriotic, when durlng the world war
dances

b

for cur boys, and sent them cigarettes, and today we nu
= barvest of aur sowing.

hool directors, are you going to permit a dance withln m‘ﬂb E
bullding? Are you in favor of a class dance? Think of

o t—

.
'
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What Shall 'f‘aké the Place of the :

7

s Modern Dance ? -

: .
LU0k 3:14. “If ye then be risen with Christ, seck those things  hich
wre above, where Chrlst sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affistion

‘lm above, not on things on the ¢arth. For ye are dead, and your
Iite Is hld with Christ in God. When Christ, who i our Hfe, shall Appeur.

.

Aweh shall ye also appear with Him (n Glory.”

U The Apostie Paul here outlines OUT duties as Christians. Though we are
made free from the ceromonial law, we gre still enjolned to obey the moral
and spiritual jJaws. We must walk cloger to God- We are 1o set our Bearts

- on heaven, and beavenly things. M we did this we wouldn't bave as muwoh

. time for woridly things Wo must make heaven our scope and alm and seok

~the favor of God above. We must keep up our comgnunion with the upper

- world by faith and hope and holy ove; and make it our constant care and

business to secure our ttle to, and qualifications  for, the heavenly  bilss.

. Chirlst hos secured this for us at the cost of His lfe Jsn't it worth  while
. then to N1l our life on earth with useful and Godly things. “For.” says the
_Apostle, “we are buried with Christ. crucified unto the world” Our lves

L are hid with Chrlst; and becauso Ho lives, we too shall live. The Apostie

further reminds us that this same Christ is coming agaln—that He shall ap-

- we shall be with Him in Glory.

© But, frfends, 15 this program of A Christian’s life we are not  to  |diy
walt, we have duties 1o attend o and a work to perform.  We owe some—~

Ing to our God, to our Church, our community, snd to the world The
COhristlan’s program I worldwide. “Go yo Into all the world” was Christ's
great command. In this program, 0 my mind, there I no place or  thme
S for & Modern Dance,




L A School of Religlous Instruction, Listen to theme resolutions offer
od by & Judge at an educational mecting held one year ago: “Whercan, the
school Is the moulder of character, the childhood of the nation taking like
wiax tho impress of the mold: and whereas, the fate of the Republie dopends
upon the training of our youth; and whereas, Religlon s the binder-tos
gether of humanity and the foundation of soclety, the volco of the deopest
human experlonce, providing a conception of life, bettering character, safe-
guarding virtue, and producing happlness: therefore, Resolved, that edbea-
ton must no longer be officially severed from falth. Woe demand that it
penetrate to the vital-—that it be made the key to 1ife. !

Our children are entitled to tho compass of divine truth. We insist that
they wear from the first, God's colors. The atheist and the agnostic shall
not Keep the bread of life from our young.” ¢

The teachors of Centre Hall are Zeglous,  highminded und competent;
they are doing thelr best by precept and example to teach high and noble ,
~—ldeals. They ask no pralse and need no eulogy. They are enshrined in our
respect and esteem, but, we demand that our children shall be provided an
cthical and rellglous training together with the other subjects taught In the
publlic schools of our town.

Ruskin says, “Education iz the lcading of human souls to \what i best,
nnd the making what s best out of them™

The Bible says, “The fear of the Lord s the beginning of wisdom.™
Education must alm at the bullding of true and noble manhood and woman-
hood., It must not merely bo 1o enable a man to carn A living, but to live
a life; not merely to aid him to acquire a fortune, but to safeguard o soul:
not merely o fit him to shine in a drawing room, but by God's grace to enter
the Celeatial City, In & word, it must be not only for the life that now A A
but for that which s to come. It must fuse {tsel into the gold of religious
truth. It hearkens to the volce of the deepest human experience. It must “
be grounded and anchored on FAITH. :

Where and how shall we study these truths? Where shall we learn of
these men and women of falth, ke Abraham, Isanc, Jacob, Joseph, Mos-
o8, Joshua, Gideon, Samson, Elijah, David, Dantel, Hezeklah, Sara, Rebec- &
ca, Rachel, Esther and Ruth? And how shall we know the beautiful char
acters of John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul and the Twelve?
We learn of them in the Bible and in the Sunday School. But a‘more def-
inite knowledge can be obtained through the Religlous School of  Instroc-
tion held on & week day or evening and taught by the minksters of the town.

“Educate men without religion,” sald the Duke of Wellington, “and
you make them but clever devils” “Religlon and lberty aro Insepars
able,” said Philip Shaff. “True religion s the foundation of soclety.” sald

Burke s g
Il. A good Literary Soclety. Education is not so much learning facts
as it is using those facts tactfully and effcctually In real life. One of (M=<

very best ways of becoming leaders in Church, State, or business is by
taking part In a good program of a lterary soclety. At Wk
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Part of this goousd  sxhould -"
m;wnmma.m. On it should Lo &

| If the pablic school does not have s .oht.-
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}.alo up tho three points of the man.ta and Mm
Though

falsely socused during the war they are ‘ohs
" colloges and also In our owns and cltles. It bas lh'
mt men as John It Mott and Robert 1. Speer,

Civie Club.

club composed of the m.ngmumaubmﬂ ake 5
0P of the town- Help to vid the town of any unsightly gl
art . trées and make flower beds. This club n

in ridding the town of social evils, auwch as dance
nude theatelcal performances,  pool  rooms,
denis, They & a great good In tbeconnuxwﬂnw :

"51!- Wore than the civic club. holgs to enforee Taw a
mt\ohdm-dlhowm 18 goneral. |

\%:;I or Orcheatra, o- both.

and women have recolved thelr start in !Iult
"&qp&hl. The town cclobrating any anim
li‘mu- then hive thelr own hand tor aa
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