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' PREFACE
™ . TO THE .
.' | \‘t"p\'lb; R E A DE R.‘

JPHAT gave rife to the following attempt was

my bearing a young Lady affirm, that fbe faw

no barm in going to a BALL. After I bad put toge-

ther the beads of it, I fhewed it to a few friends,

 who were of opinion it might be produftive of fome

- good if I would publifh it ; which 1 the more readily

confented to do, when I obferved bow much the cuftom

of giving Balls at private boufes bas of late prevailed.

- Tbe original defign of the piece being only to fet the

| diverfion of BALLS in its true light, I bad no int¢n-
tion of [aying any thing concerning Plays, Cards, &¢c.

sill I was advifed to the publication of it, when I

thought that fome few obfervations on thofe amufe-

ments (efpecially on the former) might not be unnecef-

Jary s bowever, I chofe rather to infert them by way

of Notes, than to break the thread of what was al-

ready drawn up relating to BavLLs; which will, T

bope, be fuficient apology for the length and frequency

Zf the Notes difperfed #p and down throughout the

0ok ' - ’

ok.

I fhall not in the following treatife trouble you with
any tedious account of the origin of BaLLs, Pravs,
or any other of thofe fafbionable entertainments ; as
well becaufe I fee no End that would thereby be an-
Sfwered, as becaufe I confefs myfelf ignorant of the
exall time of their rife; bowever, with regard to
Cards, one of our London Chronicles for the laft
’ year informs us that they were invented fcarcely two
. centuries ago, for the recreation of a King of France, .
who was almof, if not altogether, an Idiot.

Neither is it my defign to make any mention of re-
ligious Dances, fuch as was that of Miriam #be Pro-
phetefs, and of the other Iraclitith women, after the

' A 2 over-



iv PR EFACE
overthrow of Pharaoh and bis beft in the Red
Exod. xv. 20. as alfo that of David before the Ark
of the Covenant, 2 Sam. Vi. 14. fince it would be.
a moft ridiculous abfurdity to go about to prove that
thefe, and atber Dances recorded in Scripture, are quite.
of a different nature and tendency from modern BaLLs,
and AsSEMBLIES. . o

My bearty wifb is, that what is bere offered to
your perufal and ferious reflettion, may bave the fame.
bappy effest upon many readers of it in print, as I
bave reafon to bope it bad in manufeript upon the
Lady for whofe benefit it was chiefly defigned : upon.
awbich account, I earnefily iniveat your patience to go
through the whole; or at leaft 1 bope you will not tofs.
it afide before you bave well begun it, with declaring
that « you never faw fuch horrid ftuff in all your.
¢¢ days.” -

 Truth is a mighty weapon, though wiclded by a.
aweak band 3 wherefore fince I bave this on my fide,
1 do not defpair of convincing all thofe who will weigh
wbat they read with a fair unbiaffed judgment. As
2o merit, I claim none, but that of a good intention
and would not willingly give offence, where I bope to
render the greateft of all fervices : therefore if any
take exception at what they may meet with in the
courfe of ibis little pampblet, let me beg them to fearch.
into their own bearts, and examine carefully whether
an unwillingnefs to part with thofe idols, the keeping
of which they can no otherwife defend than by refufing.
10 bearken to the woice of Scripture, Reafon, and Con-
Jeience, may not in fome meafure be ihe caufe of their
being difpleafed at what they read.

. And now, beartily vecommending what follows to
the bleffing of God, and bumbly fubmitting it to your
candor, I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf :

Your moft obedient,
‘and moft humble Servant,

The AuTHOR.
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INTRODUCTION

LTHOUGH it is the wyndoubted
A duty of every Chriftian to do all in
his power to promote the Salvation
of others, yet he fhould be careful to guide
- bis words with difcretion, and not to urge any -
thing upon thofe with whom he hopes to_ .
fucceed, without defending his caufe with
weighty and forcible arguments; left he
fhould make them imagine, becaufe he ad-
vances little or nothing on his own fide of
the queﬁ:;qn_, that confequently there is Little
or nothing to be faid in fupport of it.
1t is upon this plan that I purpofe, with
God’s affiftance, to purfue my defign of
proving the abfolute unlawfuinefs of the now
fo fafhionable diverfion of Bavr#; and tho’
= '} 1



vi INTRODUCTION.

I am fenfible that the mighty torrent of
cuftom is againft me, and that I may be
branded with the appellation of a precife fana-
tic3 yet I hope to demonfirate with the
cleareft evidence that BaLLs are entirely in-
confiftent with the Spirit of Cbrifftianity, and
that it is not poffible to be prefent at them
without incurring great guilt.  All I defire
of thofe who read the following pages is,
(what I have already requefted in the Preface)
that they will for a little while diveft them-
felves of all prejudice, and not blindly refolve
to condemn, before they read. The argu-
ments I fhall bring, are all founded upon
Scriptureand plainReafon; therefore till they
- can be anfwered from Scripture and plain
Reafon, it is neither Laughter, Sneers, nor
Ridicule, that can invalidate their force.

Obferve here, that I addrefs myfelf chiefly
to thofe who have fome good defires, and
yet indulge themfelves in the pradtice of
goingto BaLLs, becaufe they are not con-
vinced of the great wickednefs of them; for
to prove their finfulnefs to fuch as are de-
termined to go to them at all events, would
indeed be labour in vain.

SECTION

s
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' SECTION T'“'FLRST.

LL the arguments I ever retnember to have
heard brought in vmdlcauon of BaLLts,
are,

Firft, That they are no where forbxddcn in
Scripture, and confequently are innocent. Secondly,
That many good Chriftians go to them. Thirdly,
That provlded a perfon does not make a conftant
pra&ice of going to them, there can be no harm
in them now and then by way of relaxation; and
thai by mixing oarfelves fometimes with the diver-
fions of the World, we return with greater relifh to
setirement and religious Duties.

" Whether BarLvs are particularly forbidden in
any place of Scripture, I will not také upon me to
determine, -lét it fuffice for my prefent purpofe
that they are forbidden by the whole voice of Reve-
dation, inafmuch as every thing is ftrictly forbidden
that may diferder our Souls; and be deftru@ive of
that meek, humble, believing, contrite Spirit,
which conftitutes the real Chriftian'; and that
Bavvrs do tend intirely to prevent the attainment

~of fuch'a temper, and cannot but be very pernicious

to our fouls, will be fully proved hereafter. There
are many things not particularly ‘forbidden in
Scnpture, which yet evcry one muft allow to be

very
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very great and heinous Sins; and were we to da
what we pleafe, from the notion that what we do
is no where forbidden in Scripture, how great
extravagancies would fuch a fancy lead us into 2
‘We are no where throughout the whole Bible com-
manded not to fet an houfe on fire, yet no-body
can be fo weak as to imagine it is no fin wilfully
to commit fuch an altion; and that becaufe the
whole tenor of Scripture forbids us to injure our -
neighbour. Befides, had our Saviour and his
Apoftles given a particular prohibition againft all
the fooleries that the depravity of fallen man hath
invented, might we not fay with Saint Jobn, that
even the world itfelf could not contain the books thas
~ Jhould be written (a) 2

" But have we any reafon to think, that at the time
when Cbriftianity was firft preached, there were any
fuch pleafures among Cbriftians as are to be met
with in a modern Bal/l-Rcom 2 No, the honour of
thefe improvements is all due to us, who have
been fo long blefled with the tranfcendent light of
the Gofpel ; fcarcely did the Pagan world, in the
midft of their idolatrous darknefs, ever arrive at
that exquifite perfetion in all kinds of Diverfions,
Luxury, and Extravagance, that is now to be
met with amongft thofe that are reckoned good
Chriftians.. ,

But granting that, at the time of the planting
of Chriftianity, there really were fome fuch enter-
tainments amongft Heathens as modern BavLLs;
yet we cannot fuppofe that Cbrift and his Apoftles

fhould

(a) johu xxi. 2§,




An Addrefs relating to Barrs, &e. ¢
thould think it neceffary to tell their Converts, that
they could not romp and fkip' about like buffoons,
and merry-andrews, in all the glare of expenfive
drefs, amongft a crowd of unconverted Heathens,

_either for their own diverfion, or for that of the

company, and at the fame time fanfify the Lord
God in their Hearts (b) s preferve in them a truly
Chriftian Spirit, and be friving to enter in at the

| firait gate (¢). Can any man in his fenfes make

fuch a fuppofition ?

But here, (according to the fecond argumcnt) it
will be faid, that the world (at leaft the part of it
which we inhabit) is now become Cbriftian, and that
the company we meet at thefe #oflurnal revellings,
called BaLts, are not Heathens, but Chriftians.

I grant that they are o called, and that they
have the outfide appearance of Cbriflians ; but are
they Difciples of that blefled Fefus, who is meek and
lowly in beart (d)2 Are they crucified .10 the world,
and the world to them (¢)? Do they bunger and
thirft after Righteoufnefs 2 Are they of the number of
thofe pure in bedrt, thofe poor in [pirit, or of
thofe meck and bleffed mourners (f), to whom our

~ Lord has confined the kingdom of heaven? Are

they preffing forward towards the prize of the bigh
calling in Cbrift Jefus, that is fet before them (g)?
Are they redeeming the time, becaufe the days are

. evil (b)? Are they not often engaged in that

Soolifb talking and jefing, which the Apoftle tells us

are not convenient (i) ? But on the contrary, Does

the word of Chrift dwell in thewm richly, teaching and
B

: admon-
(6) 1 Pet. iii. 1. (¢). Luke xiii. 24.
(d) Matt. xi. 2q. 6. (e) g‘a} vi. 14,
() Matt. v. 3,4, 5, (g) Phil. iil. 14.-
(Q Eph. v. 15. (4 Egh V. 4.
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admonifbing one another (k), warning the unruly,

* comforting the feeble-minded, and fupporting the
weak (1)? Are they giving diligence to make their
calling and election fure (m); lef a promife being

" made them of entering into bis reft, any of them
Jhould feem to come fhort of it (n)? Is the love of -
God fbed abroad in their kearts by the boly Ghoff
“which is given unto them (o) ? Have they received
the Spirit of Adoption whereby they cry abba Fatber ?
and do they through that Spirit morlify the deeds of the
body(p)? Are their affetions [et on things above,
and not on things on the earth (q)2 Are they not con-
Sformed to this prefemt evil world (r)? and inftead
of taking thought wherewithal they fball be clothed,
(s) are they [eeking to adorn themfelves in the bidden
man of the beart (¢) 2 Are they renewed in the [pirit
of their minds (u) 2 Does Chrift dwell in their bearts
by faith (w)? Do they take up their crofs’ daily,
and deny themfelves, and follow bim(x)? Are ihey
living as frangers and pilgrims upon earth (y)?
Do they continue inftant in prayer (z)? Have they
that meek and quiet [pirit, which St Peter affures us
4s of fuch great price in the fight of God (a)? Are
they blamelefs and barmlefs, the Sons of God, amidft -
a crooked and perverfe nation, among whom they
fhine as lights in the world (b)? In a word, are
they new creatures in Chrift Jefus (c)?

. Thefe,
(#) Colofl. iii. 16, “(H 1 TheT v. 14
(m) 2 Pet. i. 10. () Heb.iv. 1.
{0o) Rom.v. . . (#) Rom.viii. 13, 15.
{g) Colofl. iii, 2. (r) Rom. xii. 2.
(s) Matt. vi. 31. (¢) 1 Pet. iii. 4.
(«) Erh.iv. 23. | (ww) Eih. il 17.
(x) Matt. xvi. 24. (y) Heb. xi. 13,
(z) Rom. xii. 12, (a) 1 Pet. iii. 4.
(&) Philip. ii.13. (<) 2 Cor. v. 17,
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Thefe, and thefe only, are Scripture-marks of a
Chriftian; and Scripture is the only touch-ftone
whereby we can, according to the Apoftle’s com-
mand, #ry the Spirits whether they are of God (c) :
and though we are not to pafs hafty cenfures upon
any, yet we muft not fo far dithonour the Gofpel
of our blefled Saviour, as to admit every vain pre-
tender to Cbriftianity into the clafs of true believers;
for as fure as Gop’s word is true, any perfon who
has not moft, if not all the before-mentioned marks
of a Cbriftian, .can lay no juft claim to the name:

- Therefore before we wafte our precious time at

Bacrus, Prays, Carp-TaBrEs*, &c. upon the
prefumption that ‘many good Chriftians make no
B2 fcruple
(¢) 1 John iv. 1. . ’

. * Permit me here juft to put ene queftion to every Lady
who frequents Card-tables: Can any waman who {pends
great part of an evening in playing at Cards, and no inconfider-
able part of the morning in receiving, fending, reading and
writing Cards for engagements, reafonably conclude that
the is clothing herfelf aith the whole urmour of God, and avork-
ing out ber own Jalvation with fear and trembling ? Eph. vi. 13.
Phil. ii. 12. But you will perhaps tell me, you are by no means

" a conflant player at Cards, and when you do, it is only for a

srifle, jufk to kill the time, or pafs away an idle hour, and that by
playing at Cards you of?en awoid doing much avorfe! 1 hope it
will be fufficient anfwer to fay, that I am forry you think the
fhort time allotted you in this ftate of probation to prepare your
Soul for Eternity, to be fo very cheap a drug that you will fell
it for a trifle, when you are fo folemnly called upon 10 redeem
i¢; and that it will be as vain an excufe to that idle unprofitable
Jervant awho bid his lord's talent in the earth, Matt. xxv. 25,
to fay, be might bave been doing worfe; as it would be for a
criminal who was accufed of theft, to plead in his own behalf
that he might have been committing murder.

s




12 An Addrefs relating to BALvs,. 8¢
fcruple of going to them, how much does it be-
hove us to examine whether the above Scripture-
marks of a Cbriftian do appear (and where they
are, they muft appear) in thofe perfons by whofe.
examples we fuffer ourfelves to be led? For if
thefe be the Bible-evidences of a Chriftian, and if'
they are not found in thofe whofe Religion is fet up
for the warrant of BawLvs, then their prefence at
them cannot juftify or authorize them ; and we are
reduced to the neceffity either of -difbelieving the
Bible, or elfe of believing that thofe who have not
thefe evidences are no Chriftians.

St Paul aflures us, that be.is not a Few who is
one outwardly, neither is that circumeifion which is
outward in the flefb s but be is a Few who is one.
inwardly, and circumeifion is that of the beart, in the
Jpirit, and not in the letter (¢y: So he is certainly
no Chriftian who is only one outwardly ; and bap-
tifm is that of the heart, in the fpirit, and not in
the letter only. -

Now, as it is impoffible for any body to object
againft this conclufion, entertain not for the fu-
ture fuch unworthy notions of a rea/ Chriftian,
who has in him tbe mind that was in Chrift (f), as

. to fuppofe that fuch an one will go to Batts,
Prav-HousEs, or any of thofe Seminaries of Vice,
which Satan and his inftruments have eftablifhed in

- this land ; and which they would honour with the

fpecious but falfe name of innocent diverfions*.
I
(¢) Rom. ii. 28. ~ (f) Philip. . g.
* It is indeed aftonithing, how any perfon, who makes the

leaft pretenfions to Chriftianity, can poffibly be feen at a Play-
boufe,
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‘X have now, I hope, fully confuted the two firft

* arguments in favour of BaLLs, and proved beyond
all

Boufe, fince our Comedies ‘in general are not only ftuffed with
oaths and impieties, but with fuch obfcenities as a njodeft
Heathen would have blufhed at ; yet even ibefe are perhaps
not produdive of fuch evil confequences as many of our Tra-
gdx;s, ta which grave matrons carry their wards with the
notion of their learning inftruive leflons of VIRTUE and
MORALITY. Now if ranting, romantic love, pride, am-
bition, revenge, luft, and crueky, (not to mention felf murder)
be efteemed Virtue and Marality, I muft confefs that mo# of
our celebrated Tragedies abound with thefe; and that there is
10 place in the world better calculated to make young people
truly virtyous and moral, than the two Theatres of Covent-
Garden and Drury-Lane. !

But you objed, that the Defign of Play: is not to encourage,
bnt to lath the follies of Mankmd by giving us a proper ab-
horrence of thofe vices which are expofed upon the Stage.

What validity there is in your obje&tion, may be difeovered
by defiring you to confider in what light you would loek upon
a Lady who being anxious to have her averfion to oaths, blaf-
phemy, and obfcenity increafed, fhould make all her fervants
come into her prefence, and give them a crown to curfe, fwear,
a& and talk indecently, till fhe found her antipathy for thefe
arimes raifed to a proper pitch: or fearing left her fon and

- - daughter were not enough difgufted at the fins of unchaftity or

drunkennefs, was to admonith the one to frequent houfes of ill
fame, and the other to fpend a few hours with a company of
drunkards at a tavern.

Since I have touched on this fubje&, I beg leave to relate
the following fa&, which however fhocking it may appear to a
Chriftian, I myfelf was eye-witnefs of a few years ago, when
with fhame and forrow I confefs I was a great frequenter of
Play-boufes. +< It was at the benefit of a certain Dancing-
‘ mafter : The boxes were moftly filled with young children,
" whol fuppofe were the fcholars of this mafter, and cameto

“ have

~
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- all difpute, ' that they are forbidden by the whole
tenor of Scripture, and that none but thofe who
content themfelves with the thadow of Chriftianity
inftead of the fubftance, will ever be frequenters
of them.

Tbe third argument in favour of BaLws yet re-
mains to be anfwered ; namely, that provided we
do not make a conftant pratice of going to them,
there can be no harm in them now and then, by
way of relaxation; and that by mixing ourfelves
fometimes with the diverfions of the world, we re-
turn with greater relith to retirement and religious
duties. :

To this I readily and briefly reply, that the fame
reafon, why we ought not a/ways to be prefent at
them, (viz. becaufe they are finful) holds good
why we fhould never be prefent at them ; unlefs
you will roundly maintain that we can ferve God
and Mammon (g), and may compound with our
bleffled Lord and Saviour ; that when we are called
20 give our bearts to Go:l(b), a part of them is only
meant, and that we may fometimes indulge a
trifling worldly fpirit; and fometimes be devout

' o -~ and

{g) Matt. vi. 24. (4) Prov. xxiii. 26.

¢ have their infant ideas formed by a lewd Comedy. Between
* the adls, or after the play, Iforget which, one of thefe chil-
« dren, who fcemed to.be about feven years old, came forth,
“and danced two public minuets upon the flage with her
"« mafter ; without doabt to. the no fmall Satisfaction of her
¢ goad Mama, whofe heart mufy needs alfo dance with joy, to
«s fee her dear child fo much applauded by fo pelite an.aflembly ;

4 and that the had already acquired /e corps degagé, and. was.
« totally fieed from all mauvaife honte at fo tender an age.”
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and heavenly-minded ; which is not at all lefs ab-
“furd than if you were to fay, we may be fometimes
drunk and fometimes fober ; fometimes honef’c and
fometimes dithoneft. -
- Letme farther add, thatitisa miferable fign of
our being yet dead in fin, that-we can look upon
fuch things in the hght of relaxations ; and to be
able to take delight in them now and then, argues
our nature to be as much unrenewed, as if we
~ were pleafed with them every night of our lives.
And thofe who aflert, that by mixing ourfelves fome-
times with the diverfions of the world, we return
with greater relifh to retivement and religious duties s
might with as great propriety afﬁfm, that Barts
and PLAys were means of grace, and highly pro-
per to kindle a fpirit of devotion s that a fure way
to become truly rehgxous, is to lay our good
thoughts afide, to mix ourfelves with carnal, un-
converted company, and do as they do 5 in fhort, to
fifle all the motions of Gad'’s Spmt, and drive
him from us.
Would you not think any man a proper object
- for Bedlam, that fhould ferioufly -give you fuch
advice as this, in order to make you a more zeslous
Chriftian 2 yet however monftrous and abfurd this
may feem, it is not at all more fo, than the before
mentioned argument for fometimes mdulgmg ours
felves in the diverfions of the world, in order that
| we may return to the praice of Religion with greater
i - earneftnefs and fatisfaction. A
P But farther, what a deplorable ftate muft that
o foul be in, that is obliged to have recourfe to fuch
C - miferable fhifts 7 How unfit to lanch into eternity,
where we are to be happy day and night in fweet
I : communion

—' . | | D .
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communion with God, and in finging praifes to zbe
Lamb for ever and ever ; (and that without any
Bavts, Carbps, &t. to relax our minds and increafe -
our zeal) how unfit, I fay, muft that foul be for
fuch a work as this, that had rather fpend five or
fix hours at a Barr, than in religious Meditation,
Prayer, boly Difcour/e, reading the Word of God, or any

other good Book ? Surely the joys of heaven muft be

very infipid to fuch an one, and the employment 6f
faints and angels nothing but mere drudgery *.

But it is not fo with the ##ue Chriftian. He looks
upon his Mafter’s yoke as light and eafy (i); and his
commandments are more defirable to bim than fine

- gold 3 yea, fweeter than boney and the boney-comb (k).

The heart of the true Chriftian is changed, and
fixed upon heavenly objects'; therefore he is con- -
ftant and fteady in his obedience. His religion does
not influence him only by fits and ftarts ; nor can
he lay it afide in order to attend the pleafures of the
world, and take it up again when he has no other
engagements upon his hands.

If this then be the chara&er of the true Chriftian,
what fhall I fay to thofe who have fcarcely the
fhadow of.it? Can you poffibly think that you -
have obtained the wew beart, and the new [pirit (1),
which God hath promifed to his faithful people ;

and that 2be fame mind is in you that was alfo in

’ Chrift

(i Matt. xi. 30. (%) Pfal. xix. 10,
/ Ezek. xxxv: 26, 27.

- Let us learn wifdom from the tender mfant, how does he brook the abfence .

of a kind Parent ? Can all the tales that old wives have invented, footh the anx-
jety he fuffers by fuch a feparation ? How then is it poffible that a dear child
of God can chufe to be lulled for houts together into a total forgﬂfulncfs of the
happy relation he bears to theLord Jehovah, by fuch poor, low, irrational inven-

tions, that many good old wives would h:(vc been a(ham od to have been the au.

v :Ism of them ?

-,
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Cbrift Fefus (m)s_when you are pleafed with thofe
very things, with which the moft profligate part of
the world is pleafed? Certainly there can be no
greater proof that the fame difpofitions and tem- ~
pers are in you that are in them, and that you are
of thofe very peaple whom St Paul fliles lovers of
pleafure, more than lovers of God (n).

SEC"TION rue SECON.D.

HUS much for my anfwer to the third ar-
gument in favour of Barts. And now I
canno. but think that every unprejudiced perfon
will allow that what I have already advanced is
fufficient to overthrow whatever has been, or can
be faid in vindication of them. However, Firft,
It is not my intention to ftop here, but to proceed
to fthew yet farther, that the cuftom of BaLLs is
totally deftructive of every religious fentiment, -
infomuch that it ftrikes at the very root of
Chriftianity.  Secondly, 1 fhall lay before you th:
Reafons why the evil tendency, and actual wicked-
nefs of this kind of diverfion, is neverthelefs fo-
little perceived, that many fouls' are hurtied away
by it, without being fenfible of their error.  Laftly,
I fhall add a word of exhortation and caution,-
concerning the great danger of a blind conformity
to cuftom and example.
And Firff, That the cuftom of BaLvs is de-
ftructive of every religious fentiment, can any one
C deny
(m) Phil, ﬁ, 5. () 2 Tim. ifi. 4.
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deny who takes an impartial view of the frequenters
of them, commonly called, the BEST company ?
By far the greater part of whom, if they live not
in any outward notorious wickednefs, yet feem
perfectly indifferent and lukewarm in what con-
cerns their fouls: Their Religion is a thing by the
by, a formal lifelefs piece of ceremony, which only
ferves to their greater delufion.

Now if this be the cafe (and would'to God it
were not) may we not fafely affirm, that there are
~ more people kept from God by BaLts, and fuch

like trifiing amufements, than by more palpable
and grofs fins? For the latter are more apt to
gall the finner’s confaence, and fend him to Chrift
for eafe; whereas the former, whilft they exclude
the grace of God, and refift the ftrivings of his
Spirit, rather keep confcience afleep, and by that
means gnaw like a canker-worm, and as it were
undermine the foul without our being fenfible of
receiving any injury by them.
God forbid that I thould herebe underftood as if
I thought it neceffary for all perfons to be guilty of
notorious fins, in order to make them fenfible of
their want of a Saviour’s merits; for this is fo
far from being my meaning, that I would willingly
convince you of the great danger of looking upon
‘any fin as little, and fthew you how highly difpleaf-
ing every thing muft needs be in the fight of an all-
_pure God that has even the leaft tendency to evil.
But whether all perfons choofe to look upon the
diverfion of BaLvs as wicked or not ; yet we have
the authority of an Apoﬁlc to fay, that fbe thar
lives
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Koes in pleafure, is dead while fbe liveth (o). She
may indeed be in perfect health and fpirits ; and
be greatly admired for her gaiety and vivacity,
whilft her poor foul is languifhing and dying within
" her; fo that whilft fhe is alive to the pleafures of
the world, fhe is dead to the things of God.

Another weighty argument againft BaLLrs is,
that they prevent people fram looking into them-
felvcs, and cherith a vain, trlﬂmg, unchriftian
fpirit; not only for the time being, but oftentimes
for whole days and weeks before and after ; as any
unprejudiced perfon muft allow, that has heard
what wonderful fatisfaction young Ladies frequently
exprefs at the thoughts of an approaching Affembly,
and what preparations they make for their drefs
upon the Ball-night : And when this is over, what
ample fields for fcandal are opened from the be-
haviour and particularities of the company ? What
edifying converfation does the fafhionable or un-
fathionable flounce of fuch a lady’s negligee afford ?
And how often is the ruftic aukwardnefs or unpa-
 ralleled elegance of an entertainment difcuffed ?
Perhaps fome will fay, < It is true, thefe things
¢ muf} in general be allowed 1o be contrary to the
<< Spirit of Chriftianity, and many may be greatly burt
- << by them, but I never think of a BaLL before Igo to
<< it at leaft when I do, it is with meer indifference ;
<< ] give myfelf no trouble about my drefs, nor do I
<< ever make any [atyrical remarks upon the company
<< therefore however fome people may abufe thefe inno-
<< cent amufements, I never was the worfe for them
« in all my life.”
, C2- ) T‘
(o) 1 Tim. v. 6.
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To this I anfwer; that it is a wretched mark of
an unrenewed heart, to fancy that you can go to
{fuch places without being hurt by them ; as nothing
can more tend to deaden Grace and to extmgmfh
the Life of God in the Soul, than the vain conver .
fation, and trifling behaviour of the company one
generally meets with at Barrs. But if you are
determined not to allow that you yourfelf are the-
worfe for thefe things, (though you confefs that
many people may be greatly hurt by them ;) yet,
are you not aware of the harm you do by your ex-
ample, and that you are, though you may not

think of it, foothing others in theu- fins, and con-
tributing your part to keep them in a ftate of im-
penitency ¢ Surely this, will be no inconfiderable
aygmentation of your own guilt. ¢ Np, you fay,
s becaufe if I did not go 1o thefe places, others would.
« It is mot in my power to put a _/lop to fuck pro-
s ¢eedings.>® But do not you by going do all in
one perfon’s power to countenance and encourage
them? And, on the contrary, by abfenting your-
felf, do not you do all in one perfon’s power to dif~
courage and prevent them? If every body was to
" argue as you do, the moft wicked and abominable
cuftoms would be openly fupported and defended;
whilft every fupporter of them would be crying
out, Itis not I that am the caufe of thefe doings,
“becaufe they would be the faine whether I contri-
buted to them or not. Now let me.afk thefe per-
fons, Would you go upon the high-way, whilft
you have a real defire to prevent robbing? Or
would you get drunk and fwear, becaufe when you
allow
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allow fuch habits to be very wicked, you have a
like defire to put a ftop to them? This is juft as
if you were to fay, ¢ Though I beartily wifb there
< sere no fuoh fins as -robbery, drunkennefs and
<« fwearing, yet I am desermined 1o put them into
%< pradiice, .although I know I am thereby doing all,
¢ .in my power 2o encourage thefe abominable viges.”
Examine the cafe, and you will find it juft the
fame with regard to BaLLs.

But you afk if I make no difference between rob-
bery, drunkennefs, {fwearing, and going to aBaLy ?
I anfwer, certainly there is a great difference; yet
ftill the reafon is the very fame -why we fhould ab-
ftain from all 3 (viz.) becaufe all are contrary to
the fpirit of chriftianity ; and whofoever can indulge
himfelf in any darling pleafure becaufe it is not fo,
great afin as robbery, drunkennefs, and fwearing,
'is fo far from evidencing a fincerity of heart, that
he treats-God-in a manner he himfelf would ill refent
to be ufed by any of his earthly friends.

Let me farther afk you, who pretend to fome
zeal for Religion, and yet make no fcruple of
going to Barrs, Pravs, & whether you
" zeally Jook upon yourfelf as a fteward of what you
poffefs, who without hefitation can fquander away
in diverfions what would -contribute to the fupport -
«of fo many of our poar diftrefled fellow-creatures®* ?

. . ~ How
* How many poor families, who through loffes in trade,

want of employment, long ficknefs, &'c. are reduced to the
' ute&y. might be annually Telieved with the fums that

-are fquandered away at the Theatres for the fupport of 2 com-
?ny;ef idle drones (or, as the Law of the land terms them,

agabends) whale whols bufinefs it is to corrupt the public ?
Perhaps

)
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How much oftener you' have deprived yourfelves

of your natural reft to attend 3 BarL, than #

; watch
Perhaps fome may think that becaufe what they fpend every
year at Play-boufes is very inconfiderable, therefore the guilt of
withholding their alms from poor diftrefled houfekeepers, and
others that really ftand in ‘need of it, and contributing to the
maintenance of fuch a fet of infamous lazy wretches as players
in general are, can by no means be chargeable to them. All
T defire of “fuch is; ferioufly to confider that places for the pro-
moting of fin and wickednefs are in effet as much fupported by
fubfcription .as thofe that are dedicated to the glory of God):
and intended for the relief of the fick, needy, and deferted ; and
.as’every one who, like the poor widow in the Gofpel, adds hjs
mite towards the carrying on any pious defign, /ball in no avife
lofe bis' reward, Mark ix. 41. and the prayers of thofe he has
affifted fhall be heard in his behalf ; (that is, provided what he
ives fprings from the true principle of faith in Chrift, and not
om that of vain-glory, or felf-juftification ;) fo in like manner
whoever contributes the leaft mite towards the encouragement
of Vice and Idlenefs, thall, (unlefs timely repentance prevent it}
in no wife go unpunifthed ; and has great reafon to‘ fear left he
thould be anfweraﬁle for the fins of thofe poor wretches to whofe
fupport he has been acceflary, without which they might have
fought out an innocent and ufeful way of life. L C
ut I will fappofe you one of thofe who are not negle&tful o
the duty of alms-giving,and therefore (to ufe your own expreffion)
you think there 1s no harm at all in now and then taking rbe ra-
tional amufement of a good, plabyo: fo that at the year's end, between _
what is flung away at Play-boufes and other diverfions, and what
you falfly call Charitv, fuppofing you a perfon of an eafy fortune,
your accounts may nearly ftand as follows.

o .

S L5 d

For the fupport of Ranelagh and Vaux-kall, t

and the Muficians, Singers, Waiters, {Jc. there-3 5 5

unto belonging — @ w-— 0@o— o
One Ridotto ,and two Operas —_ - 2 2 o
Loft at Cards (Card-money included) - -6 6 0
Paid at ten Plays for the encouragement of

Vice and Immorality, and for the maintenance z 10 o

of A&ors, Dancers, Buffoons, Mimicks, and

other Stage-gentry - = -

Total year’s account 16 3 o
A ¢ omep————r

For the relief of theSickand Needy = - 1010 0 °
I fear there are but few who freqluent public places that will
have any reafon to complain that I have done them. injuftice,
cither by enhancing the fum they annually confume in (il_‘iver-
: ons,
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wwatchunto prayer (p)? How much more time you

allot to adorn your body, when you are to fhine
in a ftage-box, or to fparkle in a minuet amidft the
circle of wondering beholders in a Ball-room, than
you do each day to adorn your foul for the general
affembly and church of the firfs-born(g) ?

May I alfo demand in what ftate of mind for
religious duties you return home from Bavvis,
whether or_no your mind is never full of the
pretty things that were whifpered in your ear by
your partner ; whether you are never chagrined
about fome punétilio of precedency, or elated on
account of the extraordinary notice that was taken
of you? efpecially if it was your happy lot to open
the Bavt, or to lead up the firft country-dance with

the
fions, or that I have been too low in my eftimate of what they
employ for the benefit of the diftreffed: I would therefore now
beg them to refle&t how they would like to have the above bill
produced at the great Day of Accounts, when they fhall be
called upon to anfwer for the talent committed to their charge;
and when every one fball be rewarded according to bis avorks.
Matt. xvi. 27. xxv.25. Would they not have reafon to fear
left it fhould firike them fpeechlefs before the judge, and left
that dreadful fentence fhould be pronounced againft them,
Depart from me, ye curfed, into ewverlafting fire prepared for the

 dewil and bis angels? Matt. xxv. 41. Whilft thofe who ngt

daring to countenance, either by their prefence or purfe, what.
ever hath the appearance of ewil, but from the true motive of
faith aworking by Jove, have been laying up to themfelves treafure
in beaven, and have dedicated their abundance to feeding 12,
bungry, cloathing the naked, and wifiting the fick and imprifon’
fhall have their ears charm’d with thofe glorious words, « ’
' ye bleffed of my Father, inberit the Kingdom prepareq fo " 308 frap,
the ﬁundau’an'of the aworld, Matt. XXv. 34.

i

Comt,

, (p) 1 Pet.iv. 7. (9) Heb, x;, 23.
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the moft honourable perfonage in the room ? O what
noble matter of heart-felt joy muft this needs afford
to a truly pious foul, who has experienced tbe
wafbing of regencration and the renewing of the Holy
Ghaft (r)!
" I would further defire to know, whether before
- yau exclude the fun in order to go to fleep, you ufe
your Morning or Evening Prayers? Or whether,
as it is uncertain which are moft proper, you eﬁccm
it moft prudent to ufe neither >
Laftly, let me afk you, with a ferious concern
" for*your eternal welfare, what you can poffibly
think of the ftate of your fouls, who, whilft fo
many Chriftians are praifing the Lord for having
refrefhed them with feafonable reft, and for having
fafely brought them to the beginning of a new day 3
whilft fo many Chriftians are thus happily employed,
what can you, I fay, think of the ftate of your
fouls, who, wearied with your laft night’s revel,
are finking into your beds with the din of the con-
cluding country-dance in your ears, and having
fpent the night in the works of darknefs, (in order
to compleat the whole) muft wafte the day in
fleeping ?
Was I to intreat you to fpend a few hours in

~

Prayer and Meditation, you would think me an

bard tafke-mafter, and would readily afk, What?

Are we 1o be always on our knees ? I there no time
for relaxation ? Yet, while you are capering about -

like fo many frantic Bedlamites, when your ufual
time for Evening Prayer is come, I fear you never

once

(r) Tit. iii. 5.
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once fay, What? Are we 1o be at this work all
night 2 Is there no time for Prayer and Medis

Believe me; your cafe is vety deplorable, and
fo much the more fo, as you do not fee yout

* danger, O how happy is Satan when he can

make people wear his chain and think - themfelves

~ at liberty !

To preceed: Do you confider what heinous
tockery you are guilty of before God every time
you fay ‘your prayers, till you give up all thoughts
of ever going to another BaL1? For inftance only,
in the Lord’s Prayer. How can you beg that the
Name of God may be ballowed(r), when you are
¢almly refolved to negle@ the common duty of
waiting upon God in Evenjng:Prayer (perhaps alfo
in Family-Prayer) in order to go to a diverfion
which direétly tends to ‘the dithonour of Chrift,
and to the fubverfion of every Holy temper? How
can you pray that Ged's kingdom may come, . and bis
will be done in carth, asjt is in beaven (s) 3 whilft
you continue to-practife fuch things as would nog
only thwagt his will; but have a tendency to eftablifh
the- kingdom  of Zusifer, “and to overthrow the -
kingdom of Gad ? Laftly, How can you, with-
out the higheft degre¢ of hypocrify, befeech the
Almighty et 1o lead yox-into temptation; and 10 des
tver you' from evil(t)s when you are abfolutely

. deterioined to run yourfelf headlong into tempta«

tion? And fo far to choofe the evil, and refufe the
- D good,

- . ('), () & Lord’strayef.

o
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good, as to pafs over your ftated times and exer-
cifes of devotion, on purpofe to obtain the fdrmcr
and reje@t the latter ?

Can any body fay that there is the leaft aggra-
vation in calling this a folemn mockery of Al-

mighty God ? May the Lord give you grace to hay - .

thefe confiderations ferioufly to heart: but if you
are yet determined not to leave off going to BaLLs,
I dare not affirm, but that you had better leave off
faying your prayers, for though you bonour God

with yowr mouth, your beart is far from bim(q)s
" and the prayer of the wisked is an abommamn to(r)
bim.

I cannot eonclude this fection without carneﬁly '

defiring all MoTHERs and AunTs well to confider

thefe things, and inftead of leading their Daughters -

and Neices about to Barrs, Prays, Carp-
TasrEs, &c. to bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord(s), and fee that their relax-
ations are fuch as Chriftians may innocently take;
But, in general, fo little do they reflect on the guilt
they hereby pull down on their own heads, that
many dear children of God have been forcibly

compelled to go to thefe nurferies of fin and vice:

by their carnal relations ; I mean, not only by fuch
as are notorioufly wicked,’ but even by the more
decent formalifts, who can pity carelefs finners,
and rail at the degeneracy of the age, whilft their

_ grcateﬁ uneafinefs is to fee the true marks of real
piety in any of their family.

fg) Matt. xv. 8. {r) Prov. xviii. g.
s) Eph. vi. 4. T o
“ Er + SECTION




. An Addrefs relating to BaLrs, &c. 27

S‘ECT‘ION rue THIRD.

ESIDES all this, what can be more full and
perfuafive than thofe words of St Paul, Be

ye Solloweérs of me, cven as 1 alfo am of Cbrift (s)?

And again, Thofe things which ye bave both learned,
and received and beard and feen in me, do (¢). What-
Joever ye .do; -do all to the glory of God (u), &c. ‘1
know it is eafy to put fmeoth, glofly interpretations
upon thefe and other texts of Scripture, and fo to
accommodate the whole Bible to the manner in
which ‘we choofe to live, inftead of conforming
our lives to the Bible; which many are bold
enough to do, and fo wreft the Scriptures to their
own(x) dcjt‘ruﬂzon* but I think it would be ra-

D2 ther
«s) 1 Cor. xi. 1. () Phil. iv. 9.
(=) 1 Cor. x. 35. (*) z Pet. iii. 16.

~® It is amazing how fome people '(efpecially fuch as bave a

name to live and are dead) will twift and tortare the Scriptures,

in ordet to bring the meaning of texts to the idcas already
formed in their minds, and to'lull themfelves into a wretched
fecurity, whiltt by dividing their hearts between God and the
world, they are buried in lukewarmnefs and blinded by forma-
lity. . Thus almoft every expreflion in the whole book of God,
that enjoins an holinefs of life beyond what fuits their tafte and
convenience, they either tell you is confined to primitive times,
or is not to be taken in a /iteral fenfe. And when neither of thefe

. Jalwo's will ferve their turn, rathet than fuffer their eyes to be

opened to fee the naked ftate of their fouls, they will quarrel
with the tranflation. . So that fetting -afide what is confined to
pnmmve times, what is not to be takcn in a literal fenfe, and
what is not tranflated according to the fancy of men of corrupt
minds ; Chriftians, now-a.days, wou!d be depmw of ro inzon-
fiderable part of God's word.
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ther more prudent, if they would firft make it ap-

pear, that when the holy Ghoft fays one thing, he-

means another, otherwife, till it can be proved that
this holy Apoﬁle went to BaLws, (the very idea
of which is even fhocking to conceive) and that
they tend to promote the glory of God; how can

it poffibly be thought lawful for us to go to them,

who are fo folemnly called upon to imitate him, and

to make the glory of God the end of all our ations ?

It may be objected, that you are not called upon
to be an Apoftle. - I anfwer, that though you are
ot called to be an Apoftle; yet you are as much
~ called upon to be a fervant and child of God,
be a new creature in Chrift Jefus (), to perfeld boli-
uefs in the fear of God (2), to firive g enter in at
the firait gate (a), and to adorn the dofirine of God
our Saviour in all things (), as any of the Apoftles
are 5 nor can you, without renouncing both Reafon
and Religion, indulge yourfelf in any practice that
appears to you totally inconfiftent with the piety
of any other Chriftian whatever, and at the fame
time fancy that you are abflaining from all appear-

ence of evily, and are of the number of thofe, whofe

Jpirit and frul and body fball be preferved blamelefs

wnto the coming of oxr Lord Fefus Chrift (c). .
But methinks you are by this time ready to fay,
s« Wby, if this be the cafe, we muft Een feclnde our-
s febves from all fociety, bid farcwel bo chearfulnefs
« mzd relaxations, [but ourfelyes up im cemvents,
“ and

) 2Cor.v. 17, (<) 2 Cor. vii. 1.

. ‘a) Matt. vii. 13 (5) Ti‘» i,i. 104
{c) & Thefl v. 22, 23. ‘
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« and fo become melancholy mopes, and die of tbe

< gaponrs.” S -

But no; entertain hot a thought fo detogatory
from the honour of Chrift and his-gofpel : faor Chri-
fHanity does at orce tend to promote chearfuliefs
and to improve.Society ; and the bleflfed Author of
it, fo far from countenancing a monkifh feclufion

from our fellow-creatures, is reprefented as going

* adont duing geod (d), that we who bear his name
Jbould fo. watk even as be walked (¢) 5 and St Paud

.commends his beloved Timothy; for baving made & ',

_ good profeffin before many witneffes (f) 3 now whe-

ther thofe who -attend Bartrs, PLays, &. are
thereby going abeut doing good, or making & good pro-
feffiom before many witneffes, 1 apprehend needs ho

~ long time to determine s but permit me- to. fay,

that thofe perfons are uster ftrangers to true re-
ligion, who look upon it as 8 melanchply fervice;
or deftru&ive of any focial duty whatever. - Gertaint
it is, that every real Chriftian muft be ferlous and
thoughtful, muft often feck retirement, and be
frequent in prayer, felf-éxamination, and all the
exercifes of godlinefs : but then he will not look
upon the time that is thus fpent as tedious,” but as
by far the moft happy hours of his life. ' ‘And the

" reafon why fo few find any real happinefs in religion

is, becaufe they have only juft enough to deceive
themfelves, and to make it a burden to them;
whereas would they cordially, and without referve,
give up their hearts to Ged, they would then ex-
' ‘ perience

(d) Ad&s x. 38. (¢} 1 John ii. 6,

_ {f) 1 Tim. vi, 12, , S
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perience that peace which paffets all underfiand-
ing (g), and foon be convinced that the pleafures of
the world are as empty and delufive, as thofe which
we derive from God are true and fubftantial.

. I fuch a thing as perfet felicity is attamable in
this world, muft it not confift in having all thofe
paffions and tempers allayed, which are not only
hurtful to our own peace; but to the good of fo-
ciety ! in having our natures raifed to the higheft
degree of perfection they are capable of in our pre-
fent embodied ftate; in the emjoyment of fiveet
eommunion with God, as our reconciled friend and
father ? in the fenfe of our adoption as beirs with
Chrift (b) # and in the anticipation of thofe pleafures
which are at God's right-band (i), and of which
the . true believer is to be made partaker through
all:the boundlefs ages of eternity ? And are thefe
things likely- to promote melancholy! Is this a
fate fo much to be dreaded! ;

- If indeed by-fociety be meant thofe companies
whei‘ein God is forgotten, or what is worfe, wherein
ke is dithonoured; I rca‘dily grant that no Chri.
fian will voluntarily mix himfelf with fuch, ex-
eept'it be ‘with that nobleft of all views, a defire
of benefiting their fouls; and fpreading a favour
of religious knowledge amongft them: Again, if
by relaxations be mearit BaLs, PLAYS, and other
diverfions of the like nature, it is certain that with
whatever eagernefs thefe may be purfued by fuch as
are ﬁrangers to more exalted joys, yet they .are as
Lo incapable
{g) Phil.iv. 7. (6) Rom. viii. 17,
{s) Pfal. xvi. 12, .- SN
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incapable of fatisfying one who has received the
grage of God in truth (k), as a philofopher is inca-
pable of being pleafed with the toys and rattles of
ababy. Nay more, fo far would thefe things be
from affording matter of amufement to an humble
follower of the crucified Jefiss, that it would be
infli&ting a fevere punifhment upon hini, and muft’
needs ftrike a damp into his affeCtionate heart, to
oblige him to be prefent at them; and that with
much more reafon than it would affe® him to
fee a condemned criminal, inftead of be&owmg a
thought upon his wretched Rate or accepting the
pardon that was freely offered him, fpend the
whole night in rartling his fetters for his own and the
diverfion of his fellow-prifoners, not knowing but
the next morning he might be dragged to the
place of execution.

1 leave the difcerning reader to make what ap-
plication of this he thinks proper, and proceed to
the fourth Section, conc]udmg the prefent with

the words of that great gemus and dwme poct
Doctor Young.

- ¢ We need not buy our ruin: w;th our cmm,
<¢ And give Eternity to murder Time.”

SECTION THE' FOURTH

Hnihamty confifts not in any form of duties,

but in a temper and fpmt of ‘growing con-

formxty to chus Chnﬁ Iti s, as our Lord himfelf
i - , “affures,

(4) Col. i, 6,
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affures us, ke kmgdam of God within ys (1), even
that ngdom which  is rgbteouﬁuﬁ, and joy, and
Peace in the boly Ghaft (m). It is no external,
pompous, thmg It cometh not by obferfaamn,
(wi1a wagalngiows) with outward fbew, but it is an
inward change wrought in the foul by the Spirit
‘of God, a change whereby we who are by nature
children of wrath (n), do become tbe childyen of
gracg, and are made parsakers of the divine nature (o),
A change whereby we become one with Cbrift, and
Cbrift with us, whereby Chrift doth dvoell in us, and
we in bim, according to the prayer which he him-
felf offered up to the Father for all that fhould
believe in his name, with that faith which is s4e gif?
and operation of God (p). Itis fuch an Union with
Chrift our head, as there is between & vine and the
branches (q) s between the bufband, and wife (r) 3 be-
tween a building and every fione of that building (s) ;
between a body and every mémber of that body ().
In fhort, it confifts in having Chriff formed in us,
and living in us (u) ot, as the fame Apoftle fays in
another place, it is Cbrift in us the bope of glory (x).
~This great change is further reprefented to us:in
Scripture under the flrong images of @ wew erea-
tion (y), of a dead man being raifed to life (%), of a

man
(/) Luke xvii. 20, 21. (m) Rom. xiv. 17.
(») Eph.ii. 3. (o) 2 Pet.i. 4.
(#) John xvii. 21, 22,23.  (g) Joimxv 4. N
{r) Eph. v. 23, &c. - (s) Eph.ii. 19, 20, 21, zp,
{#) Eph. iv, 16.—v. 30. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5.

(s) Gal. iv. 19.—ii. 20. (x) Col.i. 27.
{7) 2Cor.v. 17. Gal,vi.15. (%) Eph,ii. 1. 1 Pet. iv. 6.
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man being awakened out of a deep fleep (a). It is
alfo fet forth under the figure of being brought out
of darknefs into a marvellous light (¢); and being
““tranflated into that fpiritual kingdom which Chrift
ereds in the hearts of all his people, to make them
_ meet to be partakers of the inberitance of the [aints in

, " light (d). It is fuch a change, that from being

aliens and enemies, we become real beirs and friends
(¢). It is a crucifixion of that corrupt nature
which we have from Adam, called in Scripture
the old man (f), and a putting on a new nature,
which we derive from Chrift tbe fecond Adam,
called in contradiftintion, the. new man (g), whereby
“thofe holy difpofitions and tempers which we loft
by the fall are in great meafure reftored, and the
foul is renewed after the image of bim that created

bim (b). Old ibings are paft away, bebold! all
things are become new (i).

And now the man thus created anew, and begotten
again to alively bope (k), is looked upon as dead, and
rifen again in another fenfe. As before he was
alive to the world, and dead to the things of God,
fo now he is dead to the world, and alive to the
things of God ;" conformed to Chrift in the likene/s
of bis death, by a death unto fin ; and in tbe likenefs

E - of

(a) Fh V. 14.

{c) 1 Pet.ii. g. i (d) Col. i.12,13.

(e) Eph. ii. 12,13. Col. L21. (/) Rom. vi.6. Gal. ii.
Rom. v.10.—viii. 17, 20.—V.24.—Vi, 14.

‘(g) Eph.iv. 22, 24.. (k) Col. iii. 10,

(1) zCor v, 17. (4) 1 Pet. i. 3.
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of his refurrefficn, by nﬁng again unto righte-
oufnefs (/).

Although thefe expreffions are extra@ed from
the word of Ged, yet they are by fome impioufly
“treated as enthufiaftical fancies and chimeras; and
by others as relating only to the converfion of fuch
as lived in pagan times ; as if faith were nothing
more than a fpeculative affent to the extemal
evidence of the Gofpel, and as if the fame divine

wer were not neceffary to open the naturally
dark underftanding of one as of another, whether .
he happen to be bornin 3 Chnfhan country or not :
for as a truly pious author * obferves, ¢« Outward
¢ difcoveries of truth, till inwardly received, can no/
« more profit, than the fun in the firmament can
s« give fight to the blind; but when that fame
«« God who commanded the natural light to fhine ont
< of darknefs, fbineth in our bearts, to give us the
< Jight of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
s¢ face of Fefus Chrift (m); then in his light we
¢« rruly fee light, and the two witnefies agree to-
«¢ gether, as face anfwereth to face - in a g]afs ”
However, it is a melancholy truth that thefe
things are very little underftood or attended tos
and hence it is that there is fo terrible a decay of
inward vital religion, and that piety is meafured by
fhew and profeffion : hence it is that thoufands run
into the ftrangeft abfurdities, and by a mixture of

holy

’ (I)Rom. vi, 5. Col. ii. 12.==iii. 1, 3.
~ ® The Rev. Mr Hartly, Re€or of Winavick in Norel:am- i

tonfbire,
(m) zCor iv.6.
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holy duties, and a roynd of vain amufements, com-
*-pofe a-motley chata@er; which, whillt by its de.
cency it gains theefteem of the world, and {upports
the pride of formality, is utterly deﬂ:s,tutc of every .
internal principle of the divine life.. A little de.,
velopment may perhaps place this charalter in
a more ftriking light, " I will fuppofe you, what
you fuppofe yourfelf, . & very good jort of body: A
fuch, you make it a-conftant praice to go to the
Sacrament, yet you:contimue to allow.yourfelf in
what the world calls is Diverfions, Bv.g LLS,
AssemBriEs, &c. Shopld I afk you. how
you can think thefe things confiftent, you will tell
me, that if the one is neceffary, the other is inno-
cent. But pray how comes it to pafs, if you think
it thus innacent, that you choofe, among the other
parts of the preparation fur the .Sacramml, to abftain
that week from BarLLs and places of entertain- -
ment ? Is there not a confcioufnefs in your heart,
that there is a manifeft inconfiftence, for the fame
_perfons, within a few days diftance, tolead up a~
Dance, and kneel at the Lord’s Table; to fparkle
to-night amidft the train of pleafure, and follow
with the greateft delight the found of a fiddle, and
to-morrow to fall proﬁrate before a crucified
Saviour, pouring forth tears, whilft you look on bm;
whom you bave pzerad and mourn (n) 2. Now, ab-
furd as this is, it is the practice of many who would
pafs for devout. I nd_eed _according to the prefent
fyftem of lukewarmpefs, when to go to the Lord’s
Supper threc times a year Is by the mo# judged
E2 piety
{n) Zech. xii. io. B S
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piety fufficient, and to attend a monthly Communion
is godliriefs above-the common level, this may do
well enough, and the felf-denial is not great. For
fuppofing a weekly BaLt, at the worft, they would
only twelve times in the year be abfent from it.
But now fuppofe thefe abfenters from BaLrs the
Communion-week, had lived nearer the primitive
times, when they not only on the firft day of the
week affembled far breaking of bread, and for.
prayer, but from boufe to boufe (0), through the
week, remembered their Lord’s death, till be come;
they mutft either have entirely given-up their Bavt,
or been utterly excluded from the Communion
of the faithful. e
To enter 2 Ball-room ‘on the ﬂurfday of the
Paffion-week, the day before the crucifixion of the
Lord of life and glory, would certainly be reckoned
rofine by thofe who have the loweft notions of
the Chriftian Religion. - It would indicate an un-
common infenfibility to that aftonifhing Sacrifice,
and great careleflnefs about the effeéts of it. But
is it not the Chriftian’s duty to remember this
every day of his life, and to live under the influ-
ence, and in the view of that awful tranfattion, as
much as on the Thur/day of the Paflion-week ? I
believe the Scripture will not give' you the leaft
reafon to fuppofe, that what would be profane
then, would not at any other feafon be unbecoming
the foul, who is always énjoined to be looking for and

bafling untq the coming of the day of the Lard (), and
remembers

(o) AQsil. ¢5. (?) 2 Pet. iii. 12.
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remembers him'at his table for this very pupofe,
that he may comtinually bave bis loins girt, and- bis
light burning ; and be bimfelf be as one that waiteth
for the bridegroom, when be will return to the
marriage (). :
~ Can it be doubted, whether or no, what is ac-
. knowledged to indifpofe our hearts for waiting
upon God, and unfits us for the duties of love
which we owe each other, ought to be avoided by
thofe. who are commanded to b¢ ready for euery
good word and work (r) 2 1 have fpoken before of
the indifpofition for prayer which fuch amufe-

ments occafion ; I would add a word more with

regard to another focial duty. Should you receive -
a meffage from any near friend or relation, whilft
you were in the middle of a Dance, that he was
very ill, and -defired once more to ‘receive the
pledges of a Saviour’s love, before he went to his
" bofom, no more to drink of the fruit of the vine
till be fbould drink it new with Chrift in the kingdom
of bis Father (s)3 that as you were near and dear o
him, your company would be defirable, that he
might here take as it were a folemn farewel of
you, till you fhould meet again; I fuppofe you
would not think yourfelf in a proper ftate to be a
meet partaker of this holy Ordinance, after having
been talking for hours together of nothing but
vanity; as « How prodigioufly warm it is; bow
- «<-well or il] fuch a Lady looks; what a fhocking
s figure fucb & ome is 3 what a fweet filk fbe bas on,
(13 ﬂ”‘
(q) Luke xii. 35, 36. C (A Tit i, 1.
) Matt. xxvi, 29, '
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<’ and how gentecly fbe is dreffed s bow many couples
%< there are, bow many pretty Dawees bave been
< called, bow Mifs fuch an one and ber pariner
s¢' fliried it away together, and much ; more of the
<« like converfation o the ufe of edifying Confider
ferioufly whether after fuch a fcene you would not
have caufe to fear, that were you called to receive
the Communion of the body and blood of Chrift,
you thould eat and drink unworthily, and confe-
quently damnation to yourfelf (¢) 5 and that therefore
- you mutft refufe the laft kind office to your dying
friend; and if fo, you may eafily difcover, that
whatever in your conduct occafions this, . is.as
" utterly inconfiftent with true charity, and love
of your brother, as it is contrary. to the daty and
love you owe to Chrift and God. B}
¢ You will fay, perhaps, there is a time for ali‘
things 3 (though in the ufe you make of thefe words
you.horridly pervert their meaning.*) In anfwer,
1 would afk, wbetber there is a timé. to fin, and
whether a Chriftian can ever innocently allow
himfelf in any practice whereby the temper of his
heart is fo far difcompofed, as to unfit him for a
tommunion of Samus, and fellowfhip with. the
: : Father

(#) 1 Cor. xi. 2q. ' ' -

L * Solomen, who had perhaps drank deeper draughs of worldly
plcafure than any perfon either before or fince his time, after
declaring that " all earthly things are empty and delufive, pro-
gecds to fhew that notwnthﬁandmg this, the generality. of people
-gre wholly taken up in the purfuit of them; and yet there are
fome who would fo grofly mifinterpret the words of this great
Penitent, as to make him countenance thofe very things which
ke affirms to be only warity and vexation of firit. - .-
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Father and the Son'? And ‘whether if death fhould
feize himmy in this ftate, he muft not neceffarily be ex-
cluded from both for ever ? A thought that deferves.
the moft awakened attention ! 4

- Having fhewn in how great degree the diverfion
of Barrs indifpefes us for the duties we owe both to
God and our neighbour, as well as its utter inconfi-
ence with that hiumility, meeknefs and poverty of fpi-
rit which the' Gofpel indifpenfably requires; I fhall
cpnclude this Section with obferving that many who
are mighty advocates for BaLLs would neverthelefs
loudly exclaim againft thofe” familiarities ‘which are
atways praftifed at them, as palpable violations of
the laws of ‘modefly, were they to' fee: them put inr

. éxecution by a comfan'yv’ of young' people of diffet-

ent fexes where the found of a fiddle was wantinig to
drown reflection.  Moreover I doubt not but there
are sany Ladies, who without hefitation fuffer thefe
liberties 6 be taken with them in 4 public affembly-
room, that would highly refent them if théy were not
authorized under thepolithed name of Dané¢ivg, - -
SECTION tug:FIFTH

HAT poed is there. of any more arguments

againft the unchriftian diverfion of Barrs?
Irrufk that what | have faid already js fufficient to
canvirice every reafonable perfor. that they are a.

feandal to a Chriftian ceuntey. _J praceed thereforeto
examine how it comes to that the wickednefs of

- Barrs s {o lide perceived, thar many soconfiderate;

well-meaning perfons, continue togo'to them without

* over being feafible how great 2 fin they commit in fo

doiag : I fay, how grdat a fin they commit, be¢aufe
though they may not be cenfcious of any fin at all,

Yo wilful ignerande is no plea for inpocence : Elf the

Jews had been guilty- of no crime in crucifying the
ALord of life, nor St Paul in perfecuting Chritt and his
Church ; who neverthelefs ftiles him&If on that ac-

: count
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count the chief of fimners (bY; alluding;. as he him-,
felf affures us, to thofe very:fing he. commikted ig--
The principal caufe why the wickednefs of BaLvs.
is fo little attended to, is their having been fo Jong’
eftablithed, and frequented. by fo many pecple who.
make an outward fbew of Religion ; which  inclines,
perfons to think that a cuftom fet yp as.jt were by law,
in a nation profefling faith in the name of - Jefus,.and’
countenanced even by fuch' as .are efteemed pious
Chriftians, -can neither be finful ip itfe}f, nor attended’
with any pernicious cenfequences :. But: a’little con--
fideration will convince us of - the fallacy of fuch rea~
foning ;. for it. muft be allowed, that.no cuftom in
itfelf %mful, (as I have fully, proved that of BaLis ta
be) can alcer. its natyrc, cither by being long efta-
blifbed,; by.being fet up in,aChriftian country, or be:.
caufe it is_ conformed -to by fuch as are called gaod
Cbriftians 5 ‘but. op the contrary, the guilt of every fin
whatever is:aggravated in proportion. to the time we
-have for reflection, and thelight afforded us for avoid-
ing it; and there is no reafon to doubt but that the
Devil; takes a far greater fatisfaion in fe¢ing people
fall into his fnares in a land where Chriftianity is the
eftablithed Religion, than in a nation of Pagans or
Mabonietans: - o o T
- Further, would we ferioufly confider how ftrangely
cuftom metamorphof¢s the nature of -things in the
minds of .weak people, and what ‘extravagan-
~cies all its votaries muft  inevitably fall intoj
would: we confider. this, I am perfuaded we fhould
not fuffer ourfelves to be hurried away by a.blind
«conformity -to its laws, without weighing the
fatal - confequences ; - which. is the. cafe with fuch
" mubitudes, ‘who are contented to do wrong, meer-
ly becaufe others have done fo-before them ; and
‘becaufe 'they never fufpett that fo many peq;llc
~ C . who

1 'l'"im i. 15.
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who are looked upon as gosd Cbriftians; are all thd '
while leading them to perdmon

For inftance, Sunday in Popifli countries is the
chief day for Horfe-races, Plays, Balls, Cards, &c;
and there are few Papifts who think there is any
more harm in going to thefe diverfions on a Sunday;
than on any ether day, becaufe cuftom makes na
- difference between them ; whereas in England many

who make no fcruple of being prefent at thefe en-
tertainments on a week-day, would yet look upork
any body as monftroufly wicked; that fhould en-
deavour to perfuade them to go to an Horfe-race, a
Play, a Ball, or a Card-table, on a Sunday, .

In like manner, fome centuries ago, had one
Chriftian. propofed to another to take him to caper
all night at 2 B ALz, he would either have thought
him mad, or that inftead of remouncing all the
pomps and vanities of this wicked world (%), he in+

-tended to renounce his- Chriftianity.

Thus we fee that cuftom is well called a ﬁ:c0nd
hature. Cuftom has the mighty power of cone<
“founding right and wrong, and in the eyes of a
deluded. world can turn virtues into vices, apd
vices into virtues. - Cuftom has transformed that
heavenly virtue of humility, which the Son of God
twas pra&iﬁng all the while he was on earth, into
meannefs of pirit, and has -conftituted hirh alone a
snan of honour, who pays his ‘gaming-debts, and
fcorns to forgive an injury. Cuftom efteems un-
,thaftity to be little or no fault in 2 man, yet cuftom
: F - efteems

-

(x) Baptifinal Vow.
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efteems it fo heinoufly criminal in a woman, that
none of her own fex (though perhaps ten thoufand

times more wicked than herfelf) will ever affociate
with her ; no, not even though fhe gives the moft

evident proofs of a fincere repentance. 'Whereas

if fhe was as full of pride, envy, ill humour and |

cenforioufnefs as fhe could hold, and had every
- other diabolical temper concentered in her, yet if
the was free from the fin of incontinence, cuftom
would neverthelefs fuffer her to pafs for a woman of
Priét Virtue. '
Thefe are a few inftances of the power of cuﬁom
in our Chriftian land. And yet how few do we
find, who do not willingly bow down to this be-

witching idol? "Alas! few indeed. Shall we then

tamely follow every Jlind guide that affumes the
name of a Chriftian? Or fhall we rather make the
unerring word of God our rule of life? Surely we
cannot hefitate in the choice.

Indeed I think it may with great truth .-be
affirmed, that the formal nominal Chriflian is an
adverfary we have more need to guard againft, than
cither the profeffed Arkeift, or the moft abandoned
Profligate; becaufe we fufpe€t no harm from the
former, but are ready to fly from the latter as from
atoad or ferpent. It is not an open enemy, faith the
Plalmift, that bath done me this difbonour, for thew
I could bave born it 5 neither was it mine adverfary,
for then, peradventure, I would bave bid myfelf from
bim 5 but it was thou, my companion, my guide, and
r2v otom fawmiliar friend (y). Satan is never fo likely

: to

{yi Pl lv. 12,
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to fucceed with thofe whom he cannot prevail upon
to run into any grofs fins, as when he transforms
bimfelf into angel of light (z) ; under which' mafk
he has always many ufeful agents in the world, by
following whofe examples there is too much reafon
to fear, that numbers of fouls have been ruined to
all eternity, who never fo much as fufpeéted their
danger, till it was too late to retrieve thcn' fatal

. €rror.

But how fhoﬁld it be otherwﬂ'c, whilft in the
depraved age we live in, multitudes are looked
upon as good Chriftians, whom our holy anceftors
waould not have admitted to their communion?
yet thefe modern faints give into the follies and
vanities of the world without the leaft hefitation ;
and thereby become ftumbling-blocks to many in-
experienced fouls, who feeing fuch people ido-
lized for their Religion, think they may be very
fafe under the fanétion of fuch approved examples :
but furely little need be faid to demonftrate the ab-
furdity of fuch a conclufion ; fince, as I obferved

-before, there can be no other rule of practice but

the infallible word of God ; therefore, if we fee
any perfon chime in with fuch cuftoms as are to-
tally oppofite to the Divine precepts therein con- -
tained, whatever that perfon may be in the opinion
of the world, and of his own deceitful beart, he is

by no means a proper model for a Chriftian to copy
after, who is called upon by all his hopes of Hea-

ven to walk in the paths of that Saviour, wbho lft
ué an example that we fhould follow bis freps(a): fo

F 2 that
(z) 2 Cor. xi, 14 (a) 1 Pet. ii; 21.

N
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that the great pattern propofed to our imitation, is

that of Chrift himfelf; and it is our conftant and

undoubted duty to imitate him to the very utmoft
of our abilitics, and in the fame degree that the

rimitive Chriftians did; for the fame Jesus died
for us, that died for them, and if we expett the
famereward, he expects the fame obedience ; yet fa
different are the lives of the generality of Chriftians,
now, from what they were in the firft ages of the
Church, that the fpirit of the Gofpel is nearly ex-
tin& in moft of its profeffors, who feem to look
upon the imitation of Chrift as a chimerical thing,

and to fuppofe that the holinefs of the firft Chrifs.

ftians is rather to be admired than attajned by us.
Were St Ignatius, St Polycarp, St Cyprian, ot
any other of thofe pious Fathers, to rife from the
dead, and take a view of our metropohs, and after
having fpent fome time in it, to hear by chance
that it was a Chriftian city, that the inhabitants of
it were ingrafted into the Church by Baptifm, and
profeffed themfelves to be difciples of the blefled
Jesus; judge, if you can, how great would be the
{urprife of any of thefe holy men at fuch an account.,
I am apt to think they would with great difficulty
- be made to credit. it; a plain proof how far the
power of cuftom and example may be prevalent
to caft a blindnefs over fuch as profefs and call them-
ﬁel've; Chriftians; a blindnefs ten thoufand timeg
more dreadful than Egyptian darknefs, inafmuch as
it is more deplorable to have a veil drawn over thy
gyes of our fouls than over the eyes of our bodies.

SECTION
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SECTION THE SIXTH

AVING fhewn that the reafon why many

people are apt to fancy they can goto Baris

without ‘committing any fin, is entirely owing to

the force of cuftom and example ; 1 would -now beg

leave to offer a ferious admonition to all {uch as have

hitherto been frequenters of them, and are any wayh
concerned about their everlafting welfare. -

Now fince the power of cuftom -and. example is

'1, fo great, and fq rr{uch qu@ds upononrconfonn..

ing or\not: conforming to-it; let me intreat ybu, dn

the words of the beloved difciple, nos lo belteve énery.

Jpirit, but to sry the [pirits whether they are of God (b),

 before you fuffer yourfelf to be ‘led by them:

Remember,that Chrift himfelf ‘hath told us, that

not every one that fsith Lord, Lord, fball enter inte

the kingdem. of heaven, but ke vbat doeth the will of

bis Fatber which is in beaw;z(c) ;3 and. whatever &

fleepy confcience may perfiade any man to think of

| himfelf, becaufe he fees many in his own opinion

- worfe, 'yet St Paul tells us, mot. be that commendeth

bimfelf is approved, but whom the Lord commendetb(d);

and our Saviourfays in another place, #bat wibich ix

? bigbly. eftecemed amongft men, is abomination in the

Jight of Gad(e). .
Now the word of truth aﬁ’urcs us, that #0. be car-
nally mmdad A5 deatb (f), that. Abe fmm%zp of the

| Y warld
(b) x,John iv.nd (c)_Matt. vii.'zx.
(4) 2 Cor.x.18. (e)- Matt, xvi, 15
(/) Rom. viii. 6. : E ,
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world is enmity with God (g), that we muft neither
love the world, nor the things that are in the world;
that if any man love the world, the love of the Father.
is not in bim (b): that the end of thofe who mind
eartbly things is defrution (i) : that if any man
bave not the Spirit of Chrift, be is nome of bis(k):
. that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the Sons of God (I : that the fruits of the Spirit are
love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, gosdnefs,
Jaith, meeknefs, temperance (m) : that unlefs Cbrift be
in us, we are reprobates(n) 5 that whatfocver we do
in word or in deed, we muft do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Fatbher
by bim (0) : that we muft be boly in all manner of
converfation (p) s and fball be ealled upon to give an
account of every idle word at the day of judgment (q) 5
that we muft in any wife rebuke our neighbour, and
not fuffer fin wpon bim (r) s that our [peech muft be
always with grace(s), and our communication be
20 the afe of edifying, fit to minifer grace unto the
bearers (t): that our conver[ation muft be in beaven (u),
" and fuch as becometh the Gofpel of Chrift (x).

- . As thefe paffages are only a fmall fpecimen of

the conftant language ~of our Saviour and his
Apoftles, what pretenfions can they have to the

name

{2) James iv. 4. (%) 1 John ii. 135.

- (é} Philip. iii. 19. (#) Rom. viii. g.

" (/) Rom. viii. 14. (m) Gal.v. 22.

(») 2 Cor. xiii. 5. () ColofL. iii. 17.
(#) 1 Pet.i. 15. (g) Matt. xii. 36.
(r) Lev. xix. 17. (s} Colofl. iv. 6.
() Ephef. iv. 29, . (») Philip. iii. z0.

© («) Philip.i, 27,

|
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name of Chriftians, in whom fcarcely any of the
before-mentioned marks are to be found; info-
much that they are as totally ignorant of the life
and power of Religion, as a blind man is of co-
lours; and know no more of a change of heart,
than they do of the change of earth for heaven,
or of their natural for a fpiritual body? yet fome
how or other thefe miferable felf-deceivers contrive
to keep confcience quiet by fome formal external
duties, and by flattering themfelves that as they
have never been guilty of any grofs, enormous fins,
they are as fure of heaven as if they were there
already ; little thinking what a fea of iniquity their
hearts are full of, and that the holy law of God
condemns all thofe who have not fecured an inte-
reft in the Redeemer, for the leaft finful thought
or indulgence, as well as for the moft notorious
alts of wickednefs ; the word of God being, as
faith St Paul, a difcerner of the tbougbt: and intents
of the beart (y), and requiring truth in the inward
parts (z). But though the Apoﬁlc tells them
fo plainly that 2o be carnally-minded is death (a)s
that tbe friendfbip of the world is enmity with
God (5) 5 and that if any man love the world, the
Jove of tbe Fatber is mot in bim(c); yet they read
thefe alarming texts with as much unconcern as if
they had nothing to do with them ; whilft the fame
love of this world, the fame attachment to- its
cuftoms, follies, and vanities, influence them ag

§ . , much

(y) Heb. iv. 12, {z) Pal.1i. 6.

(2) Rom. viii. 6. (&) James iv. 4.
(e} + Johnii, 13, ~ .
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much (if not more) than they influence a Jew oft

an Heathen. - How wide then are thefe difpofitions
from that deadnefs to thé world, and that humble -

child-like temper, without which our Lord hath
declared that we cannot enter into the kingdom of
beaven (d) ?
Again, when we are fo pofitively told in Serip~
ture, that unlefs Fefus Cbrift be in us we are repro-
- Bates (), and that if any man bave not the Spirit of
Chrift, be is nome of bis (f) 3 yet far from having

this Spirit of Chrift, or defiring to have it, there

are many who are quite enraged againft them to
whom it has pleafed the Lord to give his Spirit 5

and fancy that they da God fexvice, when they ex-

claim againft them as enthufiafts, fools, and mad-
men: hereby plainly proving themfelves to be
mone of Chrifi’s, but to be of thofe naturel men
whoa, as St Paul declares, cannot receive the things
" of the Spirit of God, becaufe they are foalifinefs unita
sbem (g) 3 and therefore (as the author of the book
of Wifdam tells us) accaunt, the life of tbe trnb' relis
gious man to be madnefs (b). : .

Moreover, when we are {o ftrictly enjained #0 exs
bort one another daily (i) 5 #o be boly in all manner
of converfation (k)3 and talet our. commanication be to
the ufe of edifying, fit 1o minifier grace unto the
bearers (l); is it not amazing that multitudes of
fouls fhould be fo infatuated as to fancy themfeives

‘w0
(4} Matt. xvii. 3. * () 2 Cor. xiil. 5.
(f). Rom. viii. q. (g) -1 Car. . 14,
(b)) Wifd. v. 4. . (é)- Heb, iii. 13. .

(A) ¥ Petii. 1 5 , () Eph.iv, 29« *
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 be in a fafe ftate, whilft'they livein a total neg-
le& of thefe exprefs commands, and can fit and
rack their inventions to rake up all the nonfenfical
chat of the town, and had rather talk for hours
together upon the moft trifling fubjects, than for
a moment upon tbe ome. thing needful (m) ; infomuch
that religious converfation, which is fo eflential a

" part of our duty, and the delight of every true

believer, is almoft the only kind of difcourfe that
i¢ excluded, not only in public companies, when
it might not be always proper to introduce it, but
even amongft intimate friends in their more re-
tired hours.

Now can there be a more difmal fign that there
is not a fpark of Religion in fuch hearts? For
wbere the treafure is, there will the beart be alfo(n);
and out of the abundance of the beart the mouth
Jpeaketh (0). - The Glutton’s delight is to talk of
cating ;' the Drunkard’s of drinking; the Sports-

- man’s of his horfes and dogs. ' The moft agreeable

topic to a fine Lady is drefs and diverfions. And
the Chriftian is never fo happy, as when dlfcourﬁng
about tbe things of God and his foul. This is an
infallible touch ftone whereby we may try ourfelves;
therefore, wo unto thofe whofe hearts condemn
them in this refpect. ,

Nevertheles, fo little true Religion is there
amongt many formal Church-going people, tha
I wilh it were an exaggeration to fay, that they
have not only a Eenfc& loathing to all holy dif-

. G courfe,

(m) Luke x. 42. (=} Matt, vi, 21.
o (o) Matt. xii. 34. ‘




50 An Addrefi relating to BaLts, &c.
~ courfe, but would even look” with aftonifhmert

upon any perfon, and either think his head turned,:
or that he was guilty of ‘a breach of polite beha-

 viour, fhould he dare in their prefence to mention
the exceeding great love. of our Mafter, and only
Saviour Fefus Chrift in dying for our fins*, or even
to introduce his facred Name, except in thty
fayings or. profane exclamations.

Thefe are diftinguifhing marks whereby the 7o~
minal profeflor § may be often difcerned; let us
now fee how thefe real enemies and utter firangers
to true religion are defcribed in Scnpturc.

- Solomon calls them a generation that are pure in’

their own eyes, and yet not cleanfed from their filtbi-
nefs.(p). . The prophet Ifaiab, and after him. our
blefled Saviour, calls them a pegple that bonouretb
bim with their lips, but their beart is far from bim (q).

Holy David expoftulates with them in the follow-

ing words; #bat baft thou to do to declare my fla--

tutes, or that thou. fbouldft take my covémant in thy
< mouth 5 -feeing thou bateft infiruttion, and cafieft my

words bebind thee (r)? St Paul defcribes them, as

baving the form of godlinefs; but dmymg the power
thereof (s). It is faid of them, Rew. iii. 1, tbat they

bave a name to live, ami are dead.
: And

* Communion Servxce

§ Seeft thou ome that is awife in his own {oitmt, faith Solemon ’

there is more bope of a fool than of bim; fo of all perfons what-
ever the moral felf-righteous Pharifecs are the moft unwilling
to receive the Gofp eF The foundation of our reconciliation
" with God muft be laxd in a deep heart.felt humiliation asif-
ing from a thorough fenfe of cur original and a&ual guilt:

till ¢his is the cafe, it is impoffible we can have any true longings ., '

after the bleflings of Redemption, for they that are avbole, that is,
(thofe who thmi themfelves %) need not a Phyfician, but thefe that
» are fick, as our Saviour himfelf aﬂum us.- Mats. ix. 12.
(p) Prov xxx. 18. - (g) Tfa. xxix. 13-
{r) Pfal. l 16, 17. : () 2 Tim, iii. §.

;—
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And laftly, they are thus defcribed, and the fol-
lowing tremendous fentence is pronounced againit
them by our Lord himfelf, from the mouth of his
holy Angel, Rev.iii. 15, 16, iy. Iknow thy works,
that thou art néither cold nor bot 5 I would thon wert
¢old or bot 3 [o then Becaufe thott art lukewarin, nd
neitber cold nor Bot, I will [pue thee out of my mouth;
becaufe thou fayét, I ani rich, and mcreafed in good:,
8iid bavé need of natbing 5 and knoweft not that thou
art wretched, and miferable, ard poory and blind,

" and riaked s therefore anoint ¢bine tyes with eye- /hlfve,

that thou mayeft fee. ,

When we obferve the gcnbrahty of people, who
aré called Chriftians, how many more do we fee
who dnfwer thefe marks than thofe before given 2-
A difinal proof that numbers are loft through 2
falfe ‘conifidence of falvation, and of the truth of
our Saviour’s predné'tlon concerning thefe latter
days; that bemufe zmgwty Jhall abound, tbe love of
maniy fball wax cold (8). -

This prophecy is indeed fo exactly fulﬁlled at

. préfent ;- that inftead of that Religion, whereby we
- dédicate ourfelves, our fouls and bodies to be a reafon-

able, boly, and lively facrifice unto God (#), the Ikelc- ‘
ton of it fcarcely remains.

T fear we fhall find this aﬁémon verified in the‘
charaéter of Lucinda.

0] Matt, xxiv. 12. (%) Communion Service.

(N
e

G:2 SECTION
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SECTION tue SEVENT H.

LUC INDA is polite, affable, obliging, and
univerfally efteemed by her acquaintance, wha
look upon her as a woman of extraordinary pru-
dence and piety. She would not for the world

omit her Morning and Evening Prayers; fhe con-

ftantly reads the Pfalms and Leflons of the day ;
fhe never is abfent from Church on Sundays, and
would oftener go there on week-days, if fhe was
not prevented by engagements to go with her
friends into the city, to fee what Mercer keeps the
moft fathionable filks; . or elfe by bufinefs of im-
portance at home; fuch as the working of a piece
of cat-gut, the reception of fome vifitors, or ne-
ceflary difcourfe with her Millener; or perhaps it

~ is the Dancing-mafter’s morning, and fhe knows

her children will not take half the pains they ought
in fo material a branch of their education unlefs
fhe herfelf is prefent.

Nobody can be better convinced of the neceffity-
of vifiting the fick than Lwcinds, who not only
adminifters medicines to the poor gratis, but is al-

ways ready to play a charilable game at Cards, or

to read a Comedy to a fick friend who is in danger
of being low-{pirited.

Lucinda goes every month to the Sacrament, be-
fides the three great Feftivals, and hears her chil-

dren fay their Catechifm every Sunday evening;

fhe frequently gives fixpence or a fhilling to the
poor; and never dines till after Evening-fervice

upon

- ———
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upon Afb-wednefday, Good-friday, and “the thirtieth
of Fanuary, when fhe makes an hearty meal upon
coftly fith and rich fauce®.

Lucinda is-a bitter enemy to naugbty women,

and often tells you how much fhe is fhocked at - .

the indecent language -of the common. people.in
the ftreets; yet this very fame Lucinda as readxly
pays her mongy for a place in that. choice Syna=
gogue of Satan, called a Play-boufe (where .fhe
enjoys the company of many of the rakes and
proftitutes. of -the town) and is as much delighted
to hear and fee God dithonoured by the immodeft
actions, .oaths, and filthy jefts of the afors, 3s
any other perfon in the Theatre. The play be-
ing finithed, fhe . returns home.to . fupper, ‘talks
till bed-time; what. @ charming fellow Foore is,
or bow glorioufly GARRICK Joone- fays her | prayers,
and goes to ﬂecp§

Ranelagh is alfo a favourite diverfion with La-
tmda, though fhe would like ‘it much better, ‘if it
was poffible to keep out all low company, which
/ S the

* Notwithftanding all Lucinda’s duties, I fear it may be
affirmed that fhe never prayed or fafted in all her life, and that
fheis an utter ftranger to every fpark of charity.. Whoever will

confider the difference there is between praying and faying of
prayers, and look at the defcription given of charity by St Pau/,

- 1 Cor. xiii. 13. and that of fafting, by the prophet [/‘axab

1fai. lviii. 3, 4, &c. will probably be of the fame opinion. -

§ To fthew Lucindz in what light the primitive Church re-
garded thofe who attended e public fpeiacles ; that noted Fa-
ther Tertullian gives an-account of a Chriftian woman, who in
his time returned from the Theatre poffefled with a Devil ; at

which he exprefies no manner of aftonithment, fince Satan ﬂml

ber upon bis own ground.
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fre was in hopes would have beeh the ‘cafe when
ghe price for admiffion was raifed t6 Bakf d crotun :
But fince this has not had the withed-for &ffeét;
and Tradefmens wives will fHll imitate their beslers,
and #ifrudé themfelves amongR pespit of fafbions
fhie oftért coriies hoime juft ready to faint, and de-
&lirés, that though the rdoin wis 6. crouded;
¢ could feareely ftir, yet there was batdly & éred-
tise there®. S

A vioknt Rott i§ Lucinda’s avetflon; yét fhe
dearly loves a fhing private party of four o fivd
fables ; but notwithftanding fhe is imienfely fond
6f Cribbidge, the never touches af€Card in' the
Paffionweek, nor the tight before the Commishion 3
&nd does ot ntuch chufé 6 pldy éither Bednmidays
of Fridays in Lent, when the can avoid i confiffently
sGith good mdnners§. o

S - Lutindé
@ Though I doubt not but Lacinda has-often réad St Pauls
Epiftle to Titus, yet I beg ledve to remind her that oné of thié
diftinaifténg charatters theré given of Chriftian' wives is, that
they are KEEPERs AT HOME. it ii. §.

§ What is Lacinds’s redfon for abftaiting fom Card-playing
4t thefé feafons, bt becaufe fhe is confeious of the ftrarge ih-
propriety of fuch a éniployirient fof thofe who are called uport
25 vedeeri the time, becaufe the days aré evil? Eph. V. 15. and
to'grows in’ grate, and in the Mnowledge of our Lord and Saviour
. Sffus Chrifi ? 2 Pet.iii. 18, Moreover, though-fhe is fo warm!
an advicate for this way of confuming her leifure hours, yet
fhe would' dread the thought of being fummoned before the
judyrhent feat of Chiift with a pack of cards in her hands, well
knowing that in fuch circamftances fhe would have little reafon
to hope that the Bridegroom had found her watching, with ber
Vamp trimeied, and ber otl burning: Matt, xxv.

v
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Lycinda has read Trifiram Sbandy, but fo fag
from approving of it, is greatly difcompofed at the
general fatisfagtion it gives to almott ali forts of peo-
ple; and declases, that itis a fad fign of the depra-
vity of the times, when Clergymen are preferred and
patronized for.writing indecent books.

But if the wickednefs of the age caufes Lucinda
fuch deep concern, the prefent growth of Entbufiafm
affords her no lefs matter of regret; infomuch that
oftentimes when the is at Cards, the will hold forth
between the Deals, upan the neceffity of keepmg a
proper medium in Religion 5 but, < forfooth, people
wow-a-days, muﬁ be either Saints or Devils s though
Sar ber own pars Je is consented to go on in the good
old way, and is not [0 precife and ﬂrazt-laced but that
Jbe ean ferve God, and take ber innocent amuﬁments
very well™

Lucinda has now and then fome twmges of con-
fcience, but thefe are prefently filenced by refle&@-
ing how much more religious fhe is, than any of
her’ acquaintance; and' by caling to mmd her
duties; or if this will not do, another chapter in
the Bible, and fomewhat cxtraordmary to the firft
- Beggar ﬂae _meets,. prcfently fets all to-rights agam

Such is Eucinda, andis the not quite 4 good
ereature ? yet if her Relxglon is to be tried at the
bar of God’s word, the may with as ‘much Juﬁqcc
fuppofe that fhe fcrved in: quality of ‘a foot-foldier -
during the laft campaign in Germany, or that the

fought in a coat of mail againft the Saracens in' the
, holy
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holy wars, as that the is now clothed with the whole
armour of God(x); that her life is a fpiritual war-
fare, and the herfelf a good foldier of Fefus Chrift,
who endureth bardnefs, and is not entangled with the
shings of this prefent evil world (y).

She may as well imagine that fhe is taking a
pilgrimage with the Turks to Mabomet’s tomb at
Mecca, or with the Papifts to the Virgin Mary’s
houfe dt Loretto, as.that the is now living like a
Sranger and pilgrim upon earths, looking for a city
that bath foundations, whofe builder and maker is
God (2).

She may with equal propriety- believe that fhe
has been all her life long laid in a coffin, or wrapt
up in a winding-fheet; as that fbe is now dead to
the world, and ber life bid with Chrift in God (a).

In fhort, fhe has juft as much reafon to fancy

herfelf already a glorified Saint in heaven, as that.

there is any poffibility of her arriving there as the
goes on at prefent :  Yet how many fouls are build-

their hopes of falvation upon fuch a religion as
Lucinda’s? and for no other reafon in the world,
but becaufe they fee others, that are looked upon
as excellent Chriftians, going on in the fame way,
and in the fame wretched delufion with themfelves :

whereas if they would candidly fearch the Scriptures, -

- I queftion not but they would find their ftate con-
demned in almoft every page of the Gofpel : For
tbe Lord feeth mot as man feeth ; for man looketh at

the

(») Eph. vi. 11, 12, &¢. () 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4
(=) Heb. xi. 13, 14. {a) Col. iii. 3.
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Ybe outward appearance, Imt tbe Lord lwketh on
the beart (b)-

Some people will perhaps cry out, Surely this is
talking very uncharitably, for at this rate how few
will be faved> But they cannot tell what they
mean, except they would have us make God a
liar ; and in order to lull our poor fellow-creatures
into the fatal dream of carnal fecurity, affert, that
he will admit them into heaven upon terms con-
trary to thofe laid down in his own Word. That
found pillar of our excellent Church, Bithop Hal/,

in his Charaéier of a real Cbriftian, has thefe words s

< I would it were ‘uncharitable to fay, there are
“ many Profeffors, few Cbrzjham ; if words and
¢ forms might carry it, Chrift would have clients
* enough.”

" Our blefféd Sawiour affures us, that braad is the
way, and wide is the gate, that leadeth to deftruc-
tion, and many there be that go in thereat 5 and, that
narrow is the way, and frait is the gate, that lead-
eth 10 life, and few there be that find it (¢): Yet
how compofedly do many perfons repeat thefe

‘awakening paffages, who at the fame time are con-

firming the truth of. them; and though perhaps
they live in no outward enormities, do neverthelefs
fwim with the Atream, till they fall into the gulph
of endlefs mxfcry But if we allow our Saviour tq
fpeak truth in thefe places, we can have no more
terrible proof of our being in tbe way ¢hat leads 1o
dq/lrut?zon, than when we are domg as the gene-

.(6)‘ t Sam.xvi.p. (<) Miatt, viiy 13,', 14
] ' ) . - . ’
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rality of the world do; nor can we have any
better evidence of our being in the ‘right way,
than when we ate refolved to a& contrary to the
torrent of cuftom, and are regardlefs of 'being"
- thought parttcular ; concerning which Satan’s in-
ftrumerits, in order to affright God’s children from
their obedience, talk fo leamedly in their Lectures
upon 'the neceflity of a prudent tomplzamc with
the world.
- Again, when we are told in Scnpture, that the
kmgdom of beaven fuffereth wiolence, and ibat the
Diolent take it by force (d); that it is eafier fora
vamel to go tbrough the eye of a needle, than for &
#ich man 1o enter into the kingdom of beaven () 5 tbat'
whoever will come after Chrifty muft deny bszelf, antl
take up bis crofs daily, and follow bim (f) 3 that many
are called, but few chofen (g) s thak the righteons are
ﬁam’ly faved (b) s that through much tribulation wé
muft enter into the kingdom of heaven (i) 5 and, that
inany foall feck to enter in, and foall not be able (k). 1
fay, when we read thefe, and other texts of the
like nature, we muft needs imagine, that it is not
fo eafy a matter to get to heaven as inany pedple
are apt to fancy, who feem to have found out
quite a new road thither, very different from sbat
frait narrow way, to which our Saviour has di=
reted us, and in which whofoever now dares ta
walk, wxll be told that he is rrgbteou: over-msch

and

(4) Matt. xn 12. - (¢) Matt. xix. 24. : .
(f) Matt. xvi. a4, =~ (g) Matt. xx. 16.
. (&) 1 Pet. iv. 18, ") A&axiv, 23,

Ul Luke xiii. 24.
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gnd folemnly cautioned againtk the danger of running
into exiremes, and carrying matters too far: But
this is no more than muft be expe&ed in-an age
whercm fo many do at once glory in their //mee (l),

. and are aihamed of that in which they ought to

glory (m). .An age whercin for nmlxty fupplies the
place of wital Cbrzjimmty, and in which ppiritual
Religion and Enthufiafim are fo far hecome fynony:
mous tcrms, that a prfon is looked ‘ypon as little
]efs than mad as foon as he comes to the nghx
ufe of his underﬂ:andmor An age ‘wherein the pure
do&rme.s of Scrzpture and of tbe Reformation, aré
fet afide for Jifele(s morality and dry [yftems of ethics 5
and a ﬁeady adherence to the truly evangelical
tenels of the eftablifbed Cbur:b is deemed the mark
pf a weak Judgmem:, and 1s fufficient to gain a
man 3 ick-name, and to make him become a
by -word among the people (v). '

Let us therefore, as we. value our 1mmortal
fouls, take heed how we, fuffer ourfelves to be
kd aI’cray by any wretched prctenders to Chrifti:
anity, and carefully avoid all thofe fnares that the
Devil and his adherents have eftablithed in this
land, which has been fo juftly v1ﬁted Wlth the
judgments of a righteous God, for-our crymc ﬁns
and horrible lukewarmnefs '

Let us refle@t what thofe who have been cut off
without having made their peace with God through
Chrift their Redeemer, and have felt the punifh-.
ments of the damned let us, Ifay, refle® what

" Ha o by
(1) Philip. iii. 19 () Gal.viu 34
(n) Joly xvii, 6 , ' o
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they would do, could they begin their lives agam, or
obtain one fuch opportunity of .repentance, as God
. of his infinite mercy now vouchfafes to us. Would
they watte any of their precious time in Bavrvs,
~ and fuch like vanities, and dance for hours toge-

ther upon the frightful precipice of eternity, not

knowing but the next moment might hurry them
again into thofe inexpreflible torments they once
‘experienced, where their worm dicth not, and the
Jire is not quenched ; where there is weeping and waii-
ing, and gnafbing of teeth (o).

Fudge therefore yourfelves, Bretbren; that ye be
not judged of the Lord (p), and take beed, according
to the Apoftle’s advice, that you refufe not bim
that [peaketh from beaven (q); for the God of Truth
hath faid, that bis Spirit fball not always firive with
man (r): To-day therefore, whilft it is called to-day,
barden not your bearts ; but calmly and ferioufly re-
fe& what a fearful thing it is to fall into the bands of
the living God (s), whofe word is quick and powerful
and jbarper than any two-edged [word, piercing even
to the dividing afunder of Joub and fpirit (1) 5 and
who is even a confuming fire (v) 3 and able ta dqﬁray
" both body and foul in bell (x). '

Confider, I befeech you, confider, that thefe are
not airy phanioms and idle tales, but they are
awful and interefting truths, truths that are found-
Cd upon the word of God, and fuch as fhould

. makc
() Mark ix. 44. . = (p) Communion Service.,
" (g) Heb. xii. 25, (r) Gen. vi. 3.
() Heb. x. 31. (#) Heb. iv. 12.

* («) Heb. xii. 29. (x} Matt. &. 28.
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make the unrenewed heart of every felf-deceiving
formalift to-tremble ; wherefore I pray God they
may fink deep into your confciences, and excite
you to fly to JEsus the Saviour of all that
truly turn unto him; and if you are fenfible o
your need of a Redeemer, and will come as a lol{ -
undone finner, #ot trufting in your own righte-
sufnefs, but in God’s manifold and great mercies (),
there is no doubt but he will wath'you clean:

- by his precious all-atoning blood, and clothe you
with the robe of his perfett righteoufnefs. Being
thus made free from Jn, and become fervants to
God, be urgent in imploring the continuance of
divine grace, to enable you to walk worthy of .
your wvocation, -in all holinefs and good works.
Then fhail you find, (but never by the palliating
and fuperficial divinity 'of too many in our days,)
that the ways of Religion are ways of pleafans-
mif5, and that all ber paths are peace (), -

THE CONCLUSION.

AVING anfwered the arguments com-

L monly brought in vindication of BarLs,
and produced feveral proofs of their evil tgn-
denicy and actual wickednefs; having fhewn the
reafons why, neverthelefs, thefe diabolical diverfions
have gotten fuch root, and the finfulnefs of them
is fo little perceived, that many unwary fouls go-
to them without fufpecting their danger: Having
ad

() Communion Service,  (x) Prov. ii. 17, *
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admanifhed you to, beware of a blind conformity,
to cuftom, and of the examples of nominal Chriftians,
and given fome marks whereby fuch may gene-
rally be difcerned from thofe who are Cbriftians,
altogetber.; and laftly, having exhorted you to flee
from the wrath o come (a), unto Him who is able
and willing to fave to the uttermoft all that come,
unta God by bim (b) 3 1 cannot yef conclude, with-

out obferving - that it is indeed a melancholy re

fec¥ion, that cuftom fhould have fo far blinded the
eyes of many, as to make a demontftration of this
kind ne;éﬁ'ary ; but fince this is the cafe, all pi'opésf
care, I hope, has been taken fto fet forth thefe
enormities under their true colours, which, I truft,
1 have now done. without the leaft aggravation;

~and if it can be proved that I have afferted any
thing whatever that is not ftrictly agreeable ta
holy Scripture and plain reafon, I readily give up
the point *. o ) '
. ' ¥

* Though, I traft, I have advanced nathing againft Balls and
Plays, but what can be warranted by the beft authority ; yet I
may be pethaps thought rather too fevere in having cenfurpd

THE FLOURISHING TRADE OF Carp-pLAYING : fOr, finge we .

sead in hiftory of a Roman Emperor who fpent his time T
catching of fiies, futely we may jutly claim the privilege of di-

verting ourfelves a few hoars in an evening (efpecially as it may
be done fo very confiftently with the fabionable ideas of piety)
in connting black and red jfpots, and afking What's trump, whe
Souffled, abo cuty and who dealt ? a3 allo of building boufes with
sur Cards, and blowing them dowon again, by way of changing
- thp amufementy’ whenever we think proper: Do e
Carie 1]
{a) Matt. iii. 7. (6) Heb. vii. z5.

A VR |
v ‘ o I
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+ T am fenfible, that if any body in the firft ages
‘of the Church had attempted to prove that no

* Chriftian could go to BaLrs, Pravs, RourTs,
REVELLINGS, and fuch like, without difgracing
his holy profeflion; his arguments would have
been looked upon to be as unneceflary, as thofe of
@ man who, in thefe days, fhould write a folio in
order to prove, that the Sun fhines on a bright
day ; and his labour as needlefs, as that of one who
fhould go through all the rules of arithmetic to
thew that 2wo and two make four ; but,

Tempora mutantur, nos & mutamur in illis!

—

The Church cou’d once ber Golden Ages boaft s
But fad Experience proves thofe Ages lofp !
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