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44163

TO THE

READER.

WHAT gave rise to the following attempt was

my bearing a young Lady affirm, that shesaw

noharm in going to a BALL. After Ihadput toge-

ther the beads of it, Ishewed it to a few friends,

who were of opinion it might be productive ofsome

good if Iwould publish it ; which I the more readily

conſented to do, when I obſerved how much the custom

ofgiving Balls at private houses has of late prevailed.

Theoriginal design ofthe piece being only to set the

diversion of BALLS in its true light, I had no inten-

tion ofsaying any thing concerning Plays, Cards, & .

till I was advised to the publication of it, when I

thought that some few obfervations on those amuse-

ments (especially on the former) might not be unnecef-

Sary ; however, I chose rather to infert them by way

of Notes, than to break the thread of what was al-

ready drawn up relating to BALLS ; which will, I

hope, befufficient apologyfor the length andfrequency

of the Notes dispersed up and down throughout the

book.

Ishall not in the following treatise trouble you with

any tedious account of the origin of BALLS, PLAYS,

or any other of those fashionable entertainments ; as

well because I see no End that would thereby be an-

fwered, as because I confess myself ignorant of the

exact time of their riſe ; however, with regard to

Cards, one of our London Chronicles for the last

year informs us that they were invented ſcarcely two

centuries ago, for the recreation of a King of France,

who was almoſt, if not altogether, an Idiot.

Neither is it my design to make any mention ofre-

ligious Dances, such as was that of Miriam the Pro-

phetess, and of the other Ifraelitiſh women, after the

A2 over-
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overthrow of Pharaoh and his host in the RedSea,

Exod. xv. 20. as also that of David before the Ark

of the Covenant, 2 Sam. vi. 14. fince it would be

a moſt ridiculous abſurdity to go about to prove that

these, and otherDances recorded in Scripture, are quite.

of a different nature and tendency from modern BALLS

and ASSEMBLIES .

My hearty wish is, that what is here offered to

your perufal andferious reftection, may have thefame.

happy effect upon many readers of it in print, as I

have reason to hope it had in manufcript upon the

Lady for whoſe benefit it was chiefly designed : upon

which account, I earnestly intreatyour patience togo

through the whole; or at least Ihopeyou will not toſs.

it afide before you have well begun it, with declaring

that " you never ſaw ſuch horrid ſtuff in all your

"days."

Truth is a mighty weapon, though wielded by a

weak hand ; wherefore fince Ihave this on my fide,

Ido not despair of convincing all those who willweigh

what they read with a fair unbiaſſedjudgment. As

to merit, I claim none, but that of a good intention ;

and would not willingly give offence, where Ihope to

render the greatest of all services : therefore if any

take exception at what they may meet with in the

course of this littlepamphlet, let me beg them tosearch

into their own bearts, and examine carefully whether

an unwillingness to part with those idols, the keeping

ofwhich they can no otherwise defend than by refusing

to hearken to the voice of Scripture, Reason, and Con-

ſcience, may not infome measure be the cause of their

being displeased at what they read.

And now, beartily recommending what follows to

the bleſſing of God, and humbly fubmitting it toyour

candor, Ibeg leave to subscribe myself

Your moſt obedient,

and moſt humble Servant,

The AUTHOR.
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TO
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INTRODUCTION.

A
LTHOUGH it is the undoubted

duty of every Christian to do all in

his power to promote the Salvation

of others, yet he ſhould be careful toguide

his words with difcretion, and not to urge any

thing upon thoſe with whom he hopes to

ſucceed, without defending his cauſe with

weighty and forcible arguments ; left he

ſhould make them imagine, becauſe he ad-

vances little or nothing on his own fide of

the queſtion, that conſequently there is little

or nothing to be ſaid in ſupport of it.

It is upon this plan that I purpoſe, with

God's aſſiſtance, to purſue my deſign of

proving the abſolute unlawfulness of the now

ſo faſhionable diverſion ofBALLS; and tho

I
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I am ſenſible that the mighty torrent of

cuſtom is against me, and that I may be

branded with the appellation ofaprecifefana-

tic ; yet I hope to demonſtrate with the

cleareſt evidence that BALLS are entirely in-

conſiſtent with the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and

that it is not poſſible to be preſent at them

without incurring great guilt. All I defire

of thoſe who read the following pages is,

(what I have alreadyrequeſted inthe Preface)

that they will for a little while diveſt them-

ſelves of all prejudice, and not blindly reſolve

to condemn, before they read. The argu-

ments I ſhall bring, are all founded upon

ScriptureandplainReaſon; thereforetillthey

can be anſwered from Scripture and plain

Reaſon, it is neither Laughter, Sneers, nor

Ridicule, that can invalidate their force.

Obſerve here, that I addreſs myſelf chiefly

to thoſe who have ſome good defires, and

yet indulge themſelves in the practice of

going to BALLS, becauſe they are not con-

vinced of the great wickedness ofthem ; for

to prove their finfulneſs to fuch as are de-

termined to go to them at all events, would

indeed be labour in vain.

SECTION
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SECTION THE FIRST.

A
LL the arguments I ever remember to have

heard brought in vindication of BALLS,

are,

First, That they are no where forbidden in

Scripture, and conſequently are innocent. Secondly ,

That many good Chriſtians go to them. Thirdly,

That provided a perſon does not make a conftant

practice of going to them, there can be no harm

inthem now and then by way of relaxation ; and

thatbymixing ourſelves ſometimes with the diver-

fions of the World, we return withgreater reliſh to

retirement and religious Duties.

Whether BALLS are particularly forbidden in

anyplace ofScripture, I will not take upon me to

determine, let it fuffice for my preſent purpoſe

that they are forbiddenby the whole voice of Reve-

lation, inasmuch as everything is strictly forbidden

thatmaydiſorder our Souls; and be deſtructive of

that meek, humble, believing, contrite Spirit,

which conftitutes the real Chriſtian ; and that

BALLS dotend intirely to prevent the attainment

ofſuchatemper, and cannot butbe very pernicious

toour fouls, willbe fullyproved hereafter. There

are many things not particularly forbidden in

Scripture, which yet every one must allow to be

very
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very great and heinous Sins ; and were we to do

what we pleaſe, from the notion that what we do

is no where forbidden in Scripture, how great

extravagancies would ſuch a fancy lead us into ?

We are nowhere throughout the whole Bible com-

manded not to fet an houſe on fire, yet no-body

can be ſo weak as to imagine it is no ſin wilfully

to commit ſuch an action ; and that becauſe the

whole tenor of Scripture forbids us to injure our

neighbour. Befides, had our Saviour and his

Apoſtles given a particular prohibition againſt all

the fooleries that the depravity of fallen man hath

invented, might we not ſay with Saint John, that

even the world itself could not contain the books that

ſhould be written (a) ?

But have we any reaſon tothink, that at thetime

when Chriftianity was firſt preached, there were any

ſuch pleaſures among Christians as are to be met

with in amodernBall-Room ? No, the honour of

theſe improvements is all due to us, who have

been ſo long bleſſed with the tranſcendent light of

the Gofpel ; ſcarcely did the Pagan world, in the

midſt of their idolatrous darkneſs, ever arrive at

that exquifite perfection in all kinds of Diverſions,

Luxury, and Extravagance, that is now to be

met with amongst thoſe that are reckoned good

Christians .

But granting that, at the time of the planting

of Chriftianity, there really were ſome ſuch enter-

tainments amongst Heathens as modern BALLS ;

yet we cannot ſuppoſe that Chriſt and his Apostles

(a) Johnxxi. 25.

ſhould

1
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ſhould think it neceſſary to tell their Converts, that

they could not romp and ſkip about like buffoons,

and merry-andrews, in all the glare of expenſive

dreſs , amongst a crowd of unconverted Heathens,

either for their own diverſion, or for that of the

company, and at the fame time fanctify the Lord

God in their Hearts (b) ; preſerve in them a truly

Chriſtian Spirit, and be striving to enter in at the

strait gate (c). Can any man in his ſenſes make

ſuch a ſuppoſition ?

But here, (according to the second argument) it

will be faid, that the world (at least the part of it

which we inhabit) is now become Chriſtian, and that

the company we meet at theſe nocturnal revellings,

called BALLS, are not Heathens, but Chriſtians.

Igrant that they are ſo called, and that they

have the outſide appearance of Christians ; but are

theyDiſciples of that bleſſed Jefus, who is meek and

lowly in heart (d) ? Are they crucified to the world,

and the world to them (e) ? Do they hunger and

thirst after Righteousness ? Are they ofthe numberof

thoſe pure in heart, thoſe poor in Spirit, or of

thoſe meek and bleſſed mourners (f), to whom our

Lord has confined the kingdom of heaven ? Are

they preſſing forward towards the prize of the high

calling in Christ Jesus, that is set before them(g) ?

Are they redeeming the time, because the days are

evil (b) ? Are they not often engaged in that

foolish talking andjesting, which theApoſtle tells us

are not convenient (i) ? But on the contrary, Does

the word of Chriſt dwell in them richly, teaching and

admon-

(b) 1 Pet. iii. 15 .

B

(c) Luke xiii. 24.

(d) Matt. xi. 29.

(f) Matt. v. 3,4,5,6.

(e) Gal. vi. 14.

(g) Phil. iii. 14.

(b) Eph. v. 15. (i) Eph. v. 4.
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admonishing one another ( k), warning the unruly,

comforting the feeble-minded, and supporting the

weak (1) ? Are they giving diligence to make their

calling and election ſure (m ) ; leſt a promise being

made them of entering into his rest, any of them

ſhould seem to come short of it (n) ? Is the love of

God ſhed abroad in their hearts by the holy Ghost

which is given unto them (o) ? Have they received

the Spirit ofAdoption whereby they cry abba Father ?

anddo they through that Spirit mortify the deeds of the

body(p) ? Are their affections set on things above,

and not on things on the earth (q)? Are they not con-

formed to this prefent evil world (r) ? and instead

of taking thought wherewithal theyshall be clothed,

(s)arethey seeking to adorn themselves in the hidden

man of the heart (t) ? Are they renewed in the ſpirit

of their minds (u ) ? Does Chriſt dwell in their hearts

by faith (w) ? Do they take up their cross daily,

and deny themselves, and follow him (x) ? Are they

living as strangers and pilgrims upon earth (y) ?

Do they continue instant in prayer (z) ? Have they

that meek and quiet spirit, which St Peter afſfures us

is offuch great price in the fight of God (a) ? Are

they blameless and harmless, the Sons of God, amidst

a crooked and perverse nation, among whom they

shine as lights in the world (b) ? In a word, are

they new creatures in Christ Jesus (c) ?

(4) Coloff. iii. 16. (1) 1Theff. v. 14.

(n) Heb. iv. 1 .

Theſe,

(p) Rom. viii. 13, 15 .

(t) 1 Pet. iii. 4.

(m) 2Pet. i. 10.

(0) Rom. v. 5.

(q) Coloff. iii, 2. (r) Rom. xii. 2.

(5)Matt. vi. 31.

(u) Eph. iv. 23. 1

(x) Matt. xvi. 24. (y)Heb. xi. 13 .

(z) Rom. xii . 12, (a)1Pet. iii.4.

(6) Philip. ii. 15. (c) 2Cor. v. 17.

(w) Eph. iii . 17.
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Theſe, and theſe only, are Scripture-marks ofa

Chriſtian ; and Scripture is the only touch-ſtone

whereby we can, according to the Apoſtle's con:-

mand, try the Spirits whether they are ofGod (c) :

and though we are not to paſs haſty cenſures upon

any, yet we must not ſo far diſhonour the Goſpel

ofour bleſſed Saviour, as to admit every vain pre-

tender to Chriftianity into the claſs oftrue believers ;

for as ſure as God's word is true, any person who

has not moſt, if not all thebefore-mentioned marks

of a Chriftian , can lay nojuſt claim to the name :

Therefore before we waſte our precious time at

BALLS, PLAYS, CARD-TABLES *, &c. upon the

preſumption that many good Chriſtians make no

B2 fcruple

(c) 1 John iv. 1.

* Permit me here juſt to put one queſtion to every Lady

who frequents Card-tables : Can any woman who ſpends

great part ofanevening inplaying at Cards, andno inconfider-

able part of the morning in receiving, ſending, reading and

writing Cards for engagements, reaſonably conclude that

ſhe is clothing herself with the whole armour ofGod, and work-

ing out herownfalvationwithfearand trembling ? Eph. vi. 13.

Phil. ii. 12. Butyou will perhaps tell me,you are by no means

aconstant player at Cards, and when you do, it is onlyfor a

trifle, just to kill the time, or pass away an idle hour, andthat by

playing at Cards you often avoid doing much worse! I hope it

will be fufficient anſwer to ſay, that I am sorryyou think the

ſhort time allottedyou in this ſtateofprobationtoprepare your

Soul for Eternity, to be ſo very cheap a drug thatyou will fell

it for a trifle, when you are ſo ſolemnly called upon to redeem

it; andthat it will be as vain anexcuſe to that idle unprofitable

Servant who hid his lord's talent in the earth, Matt. xxv. 25.

toſay, he might have been doing worse; as it would be for a

criminal whowas accused of theft, to plead in his own behalf

that he might have beencommitting murder.
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fcruple of going to them, how much does it be-

hove us to examine whether the above Scripture-

marks of a Christian do appear (and where they

are, they must appear) in thoſe perſons by whofe

examples we fuffer ourſelves to be led ? For if

theſe be the Bible-evidences of a Christian, and if

theyare not found in thoſe whoſe Religion is fet up

for the warrant of BALLS, then their prefence at

themcannotjustify or authorize them ; and we are

reduced to the neceffity either of diſbelieving the

Bible, or elfe ofbelieving that thoſe who have not

theſe evidences are no Christians.

St Paul affures us, that he is not afew who is

one outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is

outward in the flesh , but he is afew who is one

inwardly, and circumcifion is that ofthe heart, in the

Spirit, and not in the letter (e) : So he is certainly

no Chriſtian who is only one outwardly ; and bap-

tifm is that ofthe heart, in the ſpirit, and not in

the letter only.

Now, as it is impoſſible for any body to object

against this conclufion, entertain not for the fu-

ture ſuch unworthy notions of a real Chriſtian,

who has in him the mind that was in Christ ( f) , as

to ſuppoſe that ſuch an one will go to BALLS,

PLAY-HOUSES, or any of thoſe Seminaries of Vice,

which Satan and his inſtruments have eſtabliſhed in

this land ; and which they would honour with the

fpecious but falſe name of innocent diverſions* .

I

(e) Rom. ii. 28 . (f) Philip. ii. 5 .

* It is indeed aftoniſhing, how anyperſon, who makes the

leaft pretenfionsto Chriſtianity, can poſſibly be ſeen at a Play-

house,
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I have now, I hope, fully confuted the two firſt

arguments in favour ofBALLS, andprovedbeyond

all

bouse, fince our Comedies in general are not only ſtuffed with

oaths and impieties, but with ſuch obſcenities as a modeſt

Heathenwould have blushed at ; yet even these are perhaps

not productive of ſuch evil conſequences as manyof ourTra-

gedies, to which grave matrons carry their wards with the

notion of their learning inſtructive leſſons of VIRTUE and

MORALITY. Now if ranting, romantic love, pride, am-

bition, revenge, luft, and cruelty, (not to mention felfmurder)

beeſteemed Virtue and Morality, I must confefs that mostof

ourcelebratedTragedies abound with theſe; and that there is

noplace in the world better calculated to make young people

truly virtuous and moral, than the two Theatres of Covent-

Garden andDrury-Lane.

Butyou object, that theDeſign ofPlays is not toencourage,

buttolaſh thefollies ofMankind, bygiving us a proper ab-

horrenceofthoſe viceswhich are expoſed upon the Stage.

What validity there is inyour objection, maybediſcovered

bydefiring you to conſider in what light you would look upon

a Ladywho being anxious to have her averſion to oaths, blaf-

phemy, and obſcenity increaſed, ſhould make all her ſervants

come intoher prefence, andgive them a crowntocurſe, ſwear,

act and talk indecently, till ſhe foundher antipathy for theſe

crimes raiſed to a proper pitch: or fearing left her ſon and

daughter were not enough disgusted at the ſins ofunchastityor

drunkenneſs, was to admoniſh the one to frequent houſes ofill

fame, and theother to ſpend a few hours with a company of

drunkards at a tavern .

Since Ihavetouchedonthis ſubject, I beg leave to relate

the following fact, which however shocking it may appear to a

Chriſtian, I myselfwas eye-witness ofa few years ago, when

with ſhame and forrow I confess I was a great frequenter of

Play-houses. " It was at the benefit of acertain Dancing-

"maſter : The boxes were moſtlyfilled withyoung children,

"whoI ſuppoſe were the ſcholars of this master, and cameto

"have
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all diſpute, that they are forbidden by the whole

tenor of Scripture, and that none but thoſe who

content themſelves with the ſhadow of Chriſtianity

instead of the ſubſtance, will ever be frequenters

ofthem.

The third argument in favour of BALLS yet re-

mains to be anſwered ; namely, that provided we

donotmake a conſtant practice of going to them,

there canbe no harm in them now and then, by

way of relaxation ; and that by mixing ourſelves

ſometimes with the diverſions ofthe world, we re-

turn with greater reliſh to retirement and religious

duties.

To this I readily and briefly reply, that the fame

reaſon, why we ought not always to be preſent at

them, (viz. becauſe they are ſinful) holds good

why we should never be preſent at them ; unleſs

you will roundly maintain that we can ferve God

and Mammon (g), and may compound with our

bleſſed Lord andSaviour ; that when we are called

to give our hearts toGod (b), a part ofthem is only

meant, and that we may ſometimes indulge a

trifling worldly ſpirit ; and ſometimes be devout

(g) Matt. vi. 24. (b) Prov. xxiii . 26.

and

"have their infant ideas formed by alewd Comedy. Between

" the acts, or after the play, I forget which, one oftheſe chil-

"dren, who ſeemed to be about ſeven years old, came forth,

"and danced two public minuets upon the ſtage with her

"maſter ; without doubt to the no ſmall Satisfaction of her

"goodMama, whoſe heart must needs alſo dance with joy, to

" ſee her dear childſomuchapplaudedby ſo polite an aſſembly ;

" and that she had already acquired le corpsdegagé, and, was

" totallyfreed from all mauvaiſehonte at ſo tender an age."
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:

and heavenly-minded ; which is not at all leſs ab-

furd than if you were to ſay, we may be ſometimes

drunk and fometimes ſober ; ſometimes honeft and

fometimes diſhoneft. :

Let me farther add, that it is a miferable ſign of

our being yet dead in fin, that we can look upon

ſuch things in the light of relaxations ; and to be

able to take delight in them now and then, argues

our nature to be as much unrenewed, as if we

were pleaſed with them every night of our lives.

And those who affert, that by mixing ourſelves ſome-

times with the diverſions of the world, we return

with greater relish to retirement and religious duties ;

might with as great propriety affirm, that BALLS

and PLAYS were means of grace, and highly pro-

per to kindle a ſpirit of devotion ; that a fure way

to become truly religious, is to lay our good

thoughts afide, to mix ourſelves with carnal, un-

converted company, and do as theydo ; in ſhort, to

ſtifle all the motions of God's Spirit, and drive

himfrom us.

Would you not think any man a proper object

for Bedlam, that ſhould ſeriously give you ſuch

advice as this, in order to make you a more zealous

Christian ? yet however monstrous and abſurd this

may ſeem , it is not at all more ſo, than thebefore

mentioned argument for ſometimes indulging our-

ſelves in the diverſions of the world, in order that

wemay return to the practiceofReligion with greater

earneftneſs and fatisfaction.

But farther, what a deplorable ſtate muſt that

foul be in, that is obliged to have recourſe to ſuch

miferable ſhifts ? How unfit to lanch into eternity,

wherewe are to be happy day and night in ſweet

communion
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communion withGod, and infinging praises to the

Lamb for ever and ever ; (and that without any

BALLS, CARDS,&c. to relax our minds and increaſe

our zeal) how unfit, I ſay, muſt that foul be for

fuch a work as this, that had rather ſpend five or

fix hours at a BALL, than in religious Meditation,

Prayer, holyDiscourse, readingtheWord ofGod,orany

other good Book ? Surely thejoys ofheaven muſt be

very infipid to fuch an one, andtheemploymentof

ſaints and angelsnothingbut mere drudgery * .

But it is not ſowith the true Chriſtian. He looks

uponhis Master's yoke as light and easy (i ) ; and his

commandments are more defirable to him than fine

gold ; yea, sweeterthan honey andthe honey- comb (k).

The heart of the true Chriſtian is changed, and

fixed upon heavenly objects ; therefore he is con-

ſtant and ſteady inhisobedience. His religion does

not influence him onlyby fits and ſtarts ; nor can

he lay it afide in order to attend the pleaſures ofthe

world, and take it up again when he has no other

engagements upon his hands.

1

Ifthis thenbe the character of the true Chriſtian,

what ſhall I ſay to those who have ſcarcely the

ſhadow of it ? Can you poſſibly think that you

have obtainedthe new heart, and the new spirit (1),

which God hath promiſed to his faithful people ;

and that the same mind is in you that was also in

(i)Matt. xi. 30.

(1) Ezek.xxxvi. 26, 27.

(k) Pfal. xix. 10.

Chrift

*Let us learnwisdom from thetender infant, howdoes he brook theabfence

of akind Parent ? Can all the tales that old wives have invented, footh the anx-

iety he ſuffers by ſuch a ſeparation ? How then is it poſſible that adear child

ofGodcanchuſe tobe lulled for hours together into a total forgetfulness ofthe

happy relation he bears to theLordJehovah, by ſuch poor, low,irrational inven-

tions, that manygoodold wives wouldhave been ashamed to have been the au-

thors of them ?
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Christ Jesus (m) ; when you are pleased with thoſe

very things, with which the moſt profligate part of

the world is pleaſed ? Certainly there can be no

greater proof that the ſame diſpoſitions and tem-

pers are in you that are in them, and that you are

of thoſe very people whom St Paul ſtiles lovers of

pleasure, more than lovers of God (n).

SECTION THE SECOND.

T
HUS much for my anſwer to the third ar-

gument in favour ofBALLS. And now I

cannot but think that every unprejudiced perfon

will allow that what I have already advanced is

fufficient to overthrow whatever has been, or can

be faid in vindication of them. However, First,

It is not my intention to ſtop here, but to proceed

to ſhew yet farther, that the custom of BALLS is

totally deſtructive of every religious ſentiment,

infomuch that it ſtrikes at the very root of

Chriftianity. Secondly, I ſhall lay before you the

Reaſons why the evil tendency, and actual wicked-

neſs of this kind of diverſion, is nevertheless fo

little perceived, that many fouls are hurried away

by it, without being ſenſible oftheir error. Lastly,

I shall add a word of exhortation and caution,

concerning the great danger of a blind conformity

to cuſtom and example.

And First , That the cuſtom of BALLS is de-

ſtructive of every religious ſentiment, can any one

(m) Phil. ii. 5 .

C

(n) 2 Tim. iii . 4.

deny
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denywho takes an impartial view ofthe frequenters

of them, commonly called, the BEST company ?

By far the greater part of whom, if they live not

in any outward notorious wickedneſs, yet ſeem

perfectly indifferent and lukewarm in what con-

cerns their fouls : Their Religion is a thing by the

by, a formal lifeless piece ofceremony, which only

ſerves to their greater deluſion .

Now if this be the cafe (and would to God it

were not) may we not ſafely affirm, that there are

more people kept fromGod by BALLS, and ſuch

like trifling amuſements, than by more palpable

and groſs ſins ? For the latter are more apt to

gall the finner's confcience, and ſend him to Chrift

for eaſe ; whereas the former, whilst they exclude

the grace ofGod, and refift the ſtrivings of his

Spirit, rather keep confcience afleep, and by that

means gnaw like a canker-worm, and as it were

undermine the foul without our being ſenſible of

receiving any injury by them.

God forbid thatI should here be understood as if

I thought it neceffary for all perſons to beguiltyof

notorious fins, in order to make them ſenſible of

their want of a Saviour's merits ; for this is fo

far from being mymeaning, that I would willingly

convince you of thegreat danger of lookingupon

any fin as little, and ſhew you how highly diſpleaf-

ing every thing must needs be in the fight ofan all-

pureGod that has even the leaſt tendency to evil.

But whether all perſons chooſe to look upon the

diverſion ofBALLS as wicked or not ; yet we have

the authority of an Apostle to ſay, that she that

lives
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lives in pleasure, is dead while she liveth (o) . She

may indeed be in perfect health and ſpirits ; and

be greatly admired for her gaiety and vivacity,

whilft her poor foul is languiſhing and dying within

her ; ſo that whilſt ſhe is alive to the pleaſures of

the world, ſhe is dead to the things ofGod.

Another weighty argument against BALLS is,

that they prevent people from looking into them-

ſelves, and cheriſh a vain, trifling, unchriſtian

ſpirit ; not only for the time being, but oftentimes

for whole days and weeks before and after ; as any

unprejudiced perſon muſt allow, that has heard

whatwonderful fatisfaction youngLadies frequently

expreſs at the thoughts of an approaching Aſſembly,

and what preparations they make for their dreſs

upon the Ball-night : Andwhen this is over, what

ample fields for ſcandal are opened from the be-

haviour and particularities of the company ? What

edifying converſation does the faſhionable or un-

faſhionable flounce of ſuch a lady's negligee afford ?

And how often is the ruftic aukwardneſs or unpa-

ralleled elegance of an entertainment diſcuſſed ?

Perhaps ſome will fay, " It is true, these things

" must in general be allowed to be contrary to the

“ Spirit of Chriftianity , and many may be greatly hurt

" by them, but Inever think of a BALL before Igo to

" it ; at least when I do, it is with meer indifference ;

" Igive myself no trouble about my dress, nor do I
66

ever make any fatyrical remarks upon the company ;

“ therefore howeversome people may abuse theſe inno-

<< cent amuſements, Inever was the worsefor them

" in all my life."

C2

(0) 1 Tim. v. 6.

To
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To this I anſwer ; that it is a wretched mark of

an unrenewed heart, to fancy that you can go to

fuch places withoutbeing hurtby them ; as nothing

canmore tend to deadenGrace and to extinguiſh

the Life ofGod in the Soul, than the vain conver

ſation, and triffing behaviour ofthe company one

generally meets with at BALLS. But if you are

determined not to allow that you yourself are the

worſe for theſe things, (though you confefs that

many people may be greatly hurt by them ; ) yet,

are you not aware ofthe harmyoudo by your ex-

ample, and that you are, though you may not

think ofit, foothing others in their ſins, and con-

tributing your part to keep them in a ſtate of im-

penitency ? Surely this will be no inconfiderable

augmentation ofyour own guilt. " No, you say,

" because if I did notgo to theſe places, others would.

" It is not in my power to put a stop tofuch pro-

" ceedings." Butdo not you by going do all in

one perſon's power to countenance and encourage

them ? And, on the contrary, by abſenting your-

ſelf, do not you do all in one perſon's power to dif-

courage and prevent them ? If every body was to

argue as you do, the moſt wicked and abominable

cuſtoms would be openly ſupported anddefended;

whilft every ſupporter of them would be crying

out, It is not I that am the cause of theſe doings,

becauſe they would be the ſame whether I contri-

buted to them or not. Now let me aſk theſe per-

fons, Would you go upon the high-way, whilft

you have a real defire to prevent robbing ? Or

would you get drunk and ſwear, becauſe when you

allow
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allow fuch habits to be very wicked, you have a

like defire to put a ſtop to them ? This is just as

if you were to ſay, " Though Iheartily wish there

" were no such fins as robbery, drunkenness and

" fwearing, yet Iam determined to put them into

" practice, although I know I am thereby doing all

" in my power to encourage theſe abominable vices."

Examine the caſe, and you will find it just the

ſamewith regard toBALLS.

Butyou ask if I make no difference between rob-

bery, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, andgoing to aBALL?

Ianſwer, certainly there is agreat difference ; yet

ſtill the reaſon is the very fame why we should ab-

ſtain from all ; (viz.) becauſe all are contrary to

the ſpirit of chriftianity; and whoſoever can indulge

himſelf in anydarling pleaſure becauſe it is not fo

great a fin as robbery, drunkenneſs, and ſwearing,

is ſo far from evidencing a ſincerityof heart, that

he treatsGod ina manner he himself would ill reſent

tobeuſed by any of his earthly friends.

Let me farther aſk you, who pretend to fome

zeal for Religion, and yet make no fcruple of

going to BALLS, PLAYS, &c. whether you

really look upon yourself as a ſteward ofwhat you

poſſeſs, who without hefitation can ſquander away

in diverſions what would contribute to the ſupport

of ſo many ofour poor diſtreſſed fellow-creatures * ?

How

* Howmany poor families, who through loſſes intrade,

want of employment, long fickneſs, &c. are reduced to the

greatestneceffity, mightbe annually relieved with the ſums that

are ſquandered away at the Theatres for the ſupport of a com-

panyof idledrones (or, as the Law ofthe land terms them,

Vagabonds)wholewhole buſineſs itis to corruptthe public ?

Perhaps



22 An Address relating toBALLS, &c.

How much oftener you havedeprived yourſelves

of your natural reſt to attend a BALL, than to

watch

Perhaps fome may think that becauſe what they ſpend every

year atPlay-houses is very inconfiderable, therefore the guilt of

withholding their alms from poor diſtreſſed houſekeepers, and

others that really ſtand in need of it, and contributing tothe

maintenance ofſuch aſet of infamous lazy wretches as players

in general are, canby no means be chargeable to them. All

Idefire of fuch is, feriously to conſider that places for the pro-

motingof fin and wickedneſs are in effect as much ſupportedby

ſubſcription as thoſe that are dedicated to the glory ofGod,

and intended for the relief of the ſick , needy, anddeſerted ; and

asevery onewho, like the poorwidow in theGoſpel, adds his

mite towards the carrying on any pious deſign, ſhall in no wife

losehis reward, Mark ix. 41. and the prayers of thoſe he has

aſſiſted ſhall be heard in his behalf; (that is , provided what he

gives ſprings fromthe true principle of faith in Chriſt, and not

from that of vain-glory, or felf-juſtification;) ſo in like manner

whoever contributes the leaſt mite towards the encouragement

ofVice and Idleneſs, ſhall, (unleſs timely repentance prevent it)

in nowife go unpuniſhed; and has great reaſon to fear left he

ſhouldbe anſwerable for the fins of thoſe poor wretches towhoſe

ſupport he has been acceſſary, without which they might have

ſoughtout an innocent and useful wayoflife.
But Iwill fuppofe you one of thoſe who are not neglectful of

thedutyofalms-giving,and therefore(to uſeyour own expreffion)

you think there is no harm at all innowandthentaking the ra-

tionalamusement ofagoodplay : ſo that at the year's end, between

what is flung away at Play- houses and other diverſions, and what

you falſlycall Charity, ſuppoſing you a perſon of an eaſy fortune,

youraccountsmaynearly ſtand as follows.

For the ſupport of Ranelagh and Vaux-hall,

and the Muſicians, Singers, Waiters , &c. there-

unto belonging
-

OneRidotto and two Operas

-

Loft at Cards (Card-money included)

Paid at ten Plays for the encouragement of

Vice and Immorality, and for the maintenance

of Actors , Dancers, Buffoons, Mimicks, and

other Stage-gentry
-

}

l. s. d.

55

2 20

660

210 0

Total year's account 16 3

10 10 0For the relief ofthe Sick andNeedy

I fear there are but fewwho frequent public places that will

have any reaſon to complain that I have done them injustice,

eitherby enhancing the ſum they annually confume in diver-

fions,
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Watchunto prayer ( p) ? How much more time you

allot to adorn your body, when you are to ſhine

in a ſtage-box, or to ſparkle in a minuet amidst the

circle of wondering beholders in a Ball-room, than

youdo each day to adorn your foul for the general

affembly and church of the first-born (q) ?

May I alſo demand in what ſtate of mind for

religious duties you return home from BALLS,

whether or no your mind is never full of the

pretty things that were whispered in your ear by

your partner ; whether you are never chagrined

about fome punctilio of precedency, or elated on

account of the extraordinary notice that was taken

ofyou ? eſpecially if it was your happy lot to open

the BALL, or to lead up the firſt country-dance with

the

fions, or that I have been too low inmyeſtimate ofwhat they

employ for the benefit ofthe diſtreſſed : I would therefore now

begthem to reflect how they would like to have the above bill

produced at the great Day of Accounts, when they ſhall be

called upon to answer for the talent committed to their charge;

and when every one shall be rewarded according to his works.

Matt. xvi. 27. xxv. 25. Would they not have reaſon to fear

leſt it ſhould ſtrike them ſpeechless before the judge, and left

that dreadful fentence ſhould be pronounced against them,

Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the

devil and his angels ? Matt. xxv. 41. Whilst those who not

daring to countenance, either by their prefence or purſe, what-

ever hath the appearance of evil, but from the true motive of

faith working by love, have been layingup to themselves treasures

in heaven, and have dedicated their abundance to feeding the

hungry, cloathing the naked, and wifiting the fick andimprison'd,

ſhall have their ears charm'd with thoſe gloriouswords, " Come

ye blefſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom preparedforyoufrom
the foundation of the world, Matt. xxv. 34.

(p) 1 Pet. iv. 7. (9) Heb. xii. 23.
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themoſthonourable perſonage in the room ? Owhat

noble matter of heart-feltjoy muſt this needs afford

to a truly pious foul, who has experienced the

washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy

Ghost(r)!

I would further defire to know, whether before

you exclude the fun in order to go to fleep, you uſe

your Morning or Evening Prayers ? Or whether,

as it is uncertain which are moſt proper, you eſteem

it moſt prudent to uſe neither ?

Laſtly, let me aſk you, with a ferious concern

for your eternal welfare, what you can poſſibly

think of the ſtate of your fouls, who, whilft fo

many Chriſtians are praising the Lord for having

refreſhed them with feaſonable reſt, and for having

Safely brought them to the beginning of a new day ;

whilſt ſo manyChriſtians are thushappily employed,

what can you, I fay, think of the ſtate ofyour

fouls, who, wearied with your last night's revel,

are ſinking into your beds with the din of the con-

cluding country-dance in your ears, and having

ſpent the night in the works of darkneſs, (in order

to compleat the whole) muſt waste the day in

fleeping ?

Was I to intreat you to ſpend a few hours in

Prayer and Meditation, you would think me an

bard task-master, and would readily aſk, What ?

Are we to be always on our knees ? Is there no time

for relaxation ? Yet, while you are capering about

like ſo many frantic Bedlamites, when your uſual

time for Evening Prayer is come, I fear you never

(r) Tit. iii. 5.

once
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once ſay, What ? Are we to be at this work all

night ? Is there no time for Prayer and Medi-

tation?

Believe me, your cafe is very deplorable, and

ſo much the more ſo, as you do not fee your

danger, O how happy is Satan when he can

make people wear his chain and think themselves

at liberty!

To proceed : Do you confider what heinous

mockery you are guilty of before God every time

you ſay your prayers, till you give up all thoughts

ofevergoing to another BALL ? For inſtance only,

in the Lord's Prayer. How can you beg that the

Name of God may be hallowed (r), when you are

calmly refolved to neglect the common duty of

waiting uponGod inEvening Prayer (perhaps alſo

in Family-Prayer) in order to go to a diverſion

which directly tends to the dishonour of Chrift,

and to the fubverſion ofevery holy temper ? How

can you pray thatGod's kingdom may come, and bis

willbe done in earth, asit is in heaven (s) ; whilſt

you continue to practiſe ſuch things as would not

only thwart his will,but have a tendency toeſtabliſh

the kingdom of Lucifer, and to overthrow the

kingdom ofGod ? Lastly, How can you, with-

out the highest degree of hypocrify, beſeech the

Almighty not to lead you into temptation, and to de=

liver you from evil (1) ; when you are abſolutely

determined to run yourſelf headlong into tempta

tion ? And fo far to choose the evil, and refuse the

good,
D

(5) (5) (4) Lord'sPrayer.



26 An Address relating to BALLS, &C.

good, as to paſs over your ſtated times and exer-

ciſes ofdevotion, on purpoſe to obtain the former

and reject the latter ?

Can any body ſay that there is the leaſt aggra-

vation in calling this a folemn mockery of Al-

mightyGod ? May the Lord give you grace to lay

theſe confiderations ſeriouſly to heart: but if you

are yet determined not to leave offgoing toBALLS,

I dare not affirm, but that you had better leave off

ſaying your prayers, for though you honour God

with your mouth, your heart is far from bim (q) ;

and the prayer of the wicked is an abomination to (r)

bim.

I cannot conclude this ſection without earnestly

defiring all MOTHERS andAunts well to confider

theſe things, and insteadof leading theirDaughters

and Neices about to BALLS, PLAYS, CARD-

TABLES, &c. to bring them up in the nurture and

admonition of the Lord (s), and fee that their relax-

ations are ſuch as Chriſtians may innocently take ;

but, in general, ſo little do they reflect on the guilt

they hereby pulldown on their own heads, that

many dear children ofGod have been forcibly

compelled to go to theſe nurseries of fin and vice

by their carnal relations ; Imean, not onlyby ſuch

as are notoriously wicked, but even by the more

decent formalifts, who can pity careleſs ſinners,

and rail at the degeneracy ofthe age, whilft their

greateſt uneaſineſs is to ſee the true marks of real

piety in any oftheir family.

(9) Matt. xv. 8.

(4) Eph. vi. 4.

(r) Prov. xxviii. 9.

SECTION
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SECTION THE THIRD.

ESIDES all this, what can be more full and

Bperfuafive than thosewords
ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ (s) ?

And again, Those things whichye bave both learned,

andreceivedandbeard andseen in me, do (t) . What-

foeverye do, do all to the glory ofGod(u), &c. I

know it is eaſy toput ſmooth,gloſſy interpretations

upon theſe and other texts of Scripture, and ſo to

accommodate the whole Bible to the manner in

which we chooſe to live, inſtead of conforming

our lives to the Bible ; which many are bold

enough to do, and fo wrest the Scriptures to their

own (x) destruction * ; but I think it would be ra-

D 2 ther

(5) 1 Cor. xi . 1 .

(u) 1 Cor. x. 35-

(t) Phil. iv. 9.

(x) 2 Pet. iii. 16 .

** It is amazinghow ſome people (eſpecially fuch as have a

name to live andare dead) will twift and torture the Scriptures,

in order to bring the meaning of texts to the ideas already

formed in their minds, and to lull themselves into a wretched

ſecurity, whilft by dividing their hearts betweenGod and the

world, they are buried in lukewarmneſs and blinded by forma-

lity. Thus almoſt every expreffion in the whole book ofGod,

that enjoins an holiness of life beyond what ſuits their tafte and

convenience, they either tell you is confined to primitive times,

or is not to be taken in a literalsense. And when neither of theſe

falvo's will ferve their turn, rather than fuffer their eyes to be

opened to ſee the naked ſtate oftheir fouls, they will quarrel

with the tranſſation. So that ſetting aſide what is confined to

primitive times, what is not to be taken in a literal fenfe, and

what is not tranſlated according to the fancy of men of corrupt

minds ; Chriſtians, now-a-days, would be deprived ofno incon-

ſiderable part ofGod's word.
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ther more prudent, if they would firſt make it ap-

pear, that when the holy Ghoſt ſays one thing, he

means another, otherwise, till it canbe proved that

this holy Apostle went to BALLS, (the very idea

ofwhich is even ſhocking to conceive) and that

they tend to promote the glory ofGod; how can

it poſſibly be thought lawful for us to go to them,

who are ſo folemnlycalledupon to imitatehim,and

tomake the gloryofGod the end ofall our actions ?

Itmay be objected, that you are not called upon

tobe anApoſtle. I anſwer, that though you are

not called to be an Apoſtle ; yet you are as much

called upon to be a fervant and child ofGod, to

be a new creature in Christ Jesus (y), to perfect boli-

ness in the fear of God(z), to strive to enter in at

thestrait gate (a), and to adorn the doctrine ofGod

our Saviour in all things (b), as any of the Apoſtles

are ; nor can you, without renouncing bothReaſon

and Religion, indulge yourself in any practice that

appears to you totally inconſiſtent with the piety

of any other Chriſtian whatever, and at the fame

time fancy that you are abstaining from all appear-

ance of evil, and are ofthe number of thoſe, whose

Spirit and foul and bodyshall be preferved blameless

unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (c).

But methinks you are by this time ready to ſay,

"Why, if this be the cafe, we must e'enfeclude our-

« felves from all fociety, bid farewel to chearfulness

“ and relaxations, ſout ourselves up in convents,

" and

(z) 2 Cor. vii. 1.(1) 2Cor. v. 17.

(a) Matt. vii. 13 (6) Tit. ii. 10.

(c) Theff. v. 22, 23 .
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" and so become melancholy mopes, and die of the

" vapours."

Butno; entertain not a thought ſo derogatory

from thehonour of Chrift and his goſpel: for Chri-

ſtianity does at once tend topromote chearfulneſs

and to improve Society ; and the bleſſed Author of

it, ſo far from countenancing a monkiſh ſecluſion

from our fellow-creatures, is repreſented as going

about doing good(d), that we who bear his name

should so walk even as he walked (e) ; and St Paul

commends his beloved Timothy, for having made a

good profeffion before many witneſſes (f) ; now whe-

ther those who attend BALLS, PLAYS, &c. are

thereby going about doing good, or making a goodpro-

feffion before many witneſſes, I apprehend needs no

long time to determine ; but permit me to ſay,

that thoſe perſons are utter ſtrangers to true re-

ligion, who lookupon it as a melancholy ſervice,

or deſtructive of any ſocial duty whatever. Certain

it is, that every real Chriſtian muſt be ſerious and

thoughtful, muſt often ſeek retirement, and be

frequent in prayer, ſelf-examination, and all the

exerciſes of godliness : but then he will not look

upon the time that is thus ſpent as tedious, but as

by far the moſt happy hours of his life. And the

reaſonwhy ſo few find anyreal happineſs inreligion

is, becauſe they have onlyjuſt enough to deceive

themselves, and to make it a burden to them ;

whereas would they cordially, and without referve,

give up their hearts toGod, they would then ex-

perience

(d) Actsx. 38.

(f) 1 Tim. vi . 12 .

(e) 1John ii. 6.
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1

perience that peace which paſſeth all understand-

ing (g), and foon be convinced thatthe pleaſuresof

the world are as empty anddelufive, asthoſewhich

wederive from God are true and ſubſtantial.

Ifſuch a thing as perfect felicity is attainable in

this world, muſt it not conſiſt in having all thoſe

paſſions and tempers allayed, which are not only

hurtful toour own peace, but to the good of fo-

ciety ? inhaving our natures raiſed to the highest

degree ofperfection they are capable of in our pre-

ſent embodied ſtate ; in the enjoyment of ſweet

communion withGod, as our reconciled friend and

father ? in the fenſe of our adoption as heirs with

Chrift(b) ? and inthe anticipation ofthoſepleasures

which are at God's right-hand (i), and of which

the true believer is to be made partaker through

all the boundless ages ofeternity ? And are theſe

things likely to promote melancholy ! Is this a

ſtate ſo much to be dreaded!

If indeed by ſociety be meant thoſe companies

whereinGod isforgotten, or what is worſe, wherein

he is diſhonoured ; I readily grant that no Chri-

ſtian will voluntarily mix himself with fuch, ex-

eept it be with that nobleſt of all views, a defire

of benefiting their fouls, and ſpreading a favour

ofreligious knowledge amongst them. Again, if

by relaxations be meant BALLS, PLAYS, and other

diverſions ofthe like nature, it is certain that with

whatever eagerneſs theſe maybe pursued by ſuch as

are ſtrangers to more exalted joys, yet they are as

incapable
:

(g) Phil. iv. 7.

(i) Plal. xvi. 12.

(6) Rom. viii. 17.
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incapable of fatisfying one who has received the

grace of God in truth (k), as a philoſopher is inca-

hpable of being pleaſed with the toys and rattles of

ababy. Nay more, ſo far would theſe things be

m from affording matter of amuſement to an humble

follower of the crucified Jeſus, that it would be

inflicting a ſevere punishment upon him, and muſt

- needs ſtrike a damp into his affectionate heart, to

toblige him to be preſent at them; and that with

much more reaſon than it would affect him to

■ fee a condemned criminal, inſtead of bestowing a

thought upon his wretched ſtate or accepting the

pardon that was freely offered him, ſpend the

wholenight in rattling his fetters for his own and the

diverſion ofhis fellow-prisoners, not knowing but

the next morning he might be dragged to the

place ofexecution.

I leave the diſcerning reader to make what ap-

plication ofthis he thinks proper, and proceed to

the fourth Section, concluding the preſent with

the words of that great genius and divine poet

DoctorYoung.

"We need notbuyour ruin with ourcrime,

"Andgive Eternity tomurder Time."

SECTION THE FOURTH.

C
Hriſtianity conſiſts not in any form ofduties,

but in a temper and ſpirit ofgrowing con-

formity to Jeſus Chriſt. It is, as our Lord himself

:

(4) Col. i. 6,

:
affures



32. AnAddress relating toBALLS,&c.

affures us, the kingdom ofGod within us (1), even

that Kingdom which is righteousness, andjoy, and

peace in the holy Ghost (m). It is no external,

pompous, thing. It cometh not by obfervation,

(μελὰ παραληρήσεως) with outward shew, but it is an

inward change wrought in the foul by the Spirit

ofGod, a change whereby we who are by nature

children of wrath (n), do become the children of

grace, and are made partakers ofthe divine nature (o).

Achange whereby we become one with Chrift, and

Christ with us, whereby Chriſt doth dwell in us, and

we in him, according to the prayer which he him-

felf offered up to the Father for all that ſhould

believe in his name, with that faith which is thegift

and operation ofGod (p). It is ſuch an Union with

Chrift our head, as there is between a vine and the

branches (q) ; between the husband and wife (r) ; be-

tween a building and everystone of that building (s) ;

between a body and every member of that body(t) .

In ſhort, it conſiſts in having Christ formed in us,

and living in us (u) : or, as the fameApoſtle ſays in

another place, it is Chriſt in us the hope ofglory (x).

This great change is further repreſented to us in

Scripture under the ſtrong images of a new crea-

tion (y), of a deadman being raised to life (z), of a

man

(1) Lukexvii . 20, 21 .

(n) Eph. ii . 3 .

(p) John xvii. 21, 22, 23.

(r) Eph. v. 23, &c.

(t) Eph. iv. 16.-ν. 30.

(u) Gal. iv. 19.-ii. 20.

(y) 2Cor.v. 17. Gal.vi. 15.

(m) Rom. xiv. 17.

(0) 2 Pet. i. 4.

(9) Johnxv.4,5.

(s) Eph. ii . 19, 20, 21, 22,

1 Pet. ii. 4, 5.

(x) Col. i. 27.

(x) Eph. ii. 1. 1 Pet. iv.6.
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man being awakened out of a deep sleep (a). It is

alſo ſet forth under the figure of being brought out

ofdarkness into a marvellous light (t) ; and being

translated into that ſpiritual kingdom which Chrift

erects in the hearts of all his people, to make them

meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints in

light (d). It is ſuch a change, that from being

aliens and enemies, we become real heirs and friends

(e). It is a crucifixion of that corrupt nature

which we have from Adam, called in Scripture

the old man (f), and a putting on a new nature,

which we derive from Chriſt the second Adam,

calledin contradiſtinction, the new man (g), whereby

thoſe holy diſpoſitions and tempers which we loft

by the fall are in great meaſure reſtored, and the

foul is renewed after the image of him that created

him (b). Old things are past away, behold ! all

things are become new (i).

Andnow theman thus created anew, and begotten

again to a lively hope (k), is looked upon asdead, and

riſen again in another ſenſe. As before he was

alive to the world, and dead to the things ofGod,

fo now he is dead to the world, and alive to the

things of God ; conformed to Christ in the likeness

ofhis death, by a death unto ſin ; and in the likeness

(a) Eph. v. 14.

(c) 1 Pet. ii. 9.

E

(e) Eph. ii. 12,13 . Col. i.21 .

Rom. V.10.-viii. 17 .

(g) Eph. iv. 22, 24.

(i) 2 Cor. v. 17.

of

(a) Col. i. 12, 13 .

(f) Rom. vi.6. Gal. ii .

20.-V.24.-Vi. 14.

(b) Col. iii, 10.

(4) 1 Pet. i . 3 .
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of his resurrection, by riſing again unto righte-

ouſneſs (1).

Although theſe expreffions are extracted from

the word of God, yet they are by fome impioufly

treated as enthuſiaſtical fancies and chimeras ; and

by others as relating only to the converfion of ſuch

as lived in pagan times ; as if faith were nothing

more than a ſpeculative aſſent to the external

evidence of the Gospel, and as if the ſame divine

power were not neceſſary to open the naturally

dark underſtanding of one as of another, whether

hehappen to be born in a Chriſtiancountry or not :

for as a truly pious author * obſerves, " Outward

" diſcoveries oftruth, till inwardly received, can no

" more profit, than the fun in the firmament can

" give fight to the blind ; but when that ſame

" God who commanded the natural light to shine out

" of darkness, shineth in our hearts, to give us the

" light of the knowledge of the glory ofGod in the

" face of Jesus Christ (m) ; then in his light we

" truly ſee light, and the two witneſſes agree to-

" gether, as face anſwereth to face in aglaſs."

However , it is a melancholy truth that theſe

things are very little understood or attended to ;

and hence it is that there is ſo terrible a decay of

inward vital religion, and that piety is meaſured by

thew and profeſſion : hence it is that thousands run

into the ſtrangeſt abſurdities, and by a mixture of

holy

(1)Rom. vi. 5. Col. ii. 12.-iii. 1 , 3 .

* The Rev. Mr Hartky, Rector of Winwick in Northamp-

tonshire.

(m) 2Cor. iv.6.
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holyduties, and around ofvain amusements, com-

poſe a motley character ; which, whilft by its de

cency it gains the eſteem ofthe world, and ſupports

the pride of formality, is utterly deſtitute of every

internal principle of the divine life. A little de-

velopment may perhaps place this character in

a more ſtriking light, I will ſuppoſe you, what

you ſuppoſe yourself, a very goodfort of body : As

ſuch, you make it a conſtant practice to go to the

Sacrament, yet you continue to allow yourſelf in

what the world calls its Diverſions, BALLS,

ASSEMBLIES, &c. Should I afk you how

you can think theſe things confiftent, you will tell

me, that if the one is neceſſary, the other is inno-

cent. But prayhow comes it topaſs, ifyou think

it thus innocent, that you chooſe, among the other

parts ofthe preparation for the Sacrament, to abſtain

that week from BALLS and places of entertain-

ment ? Is there not a confciouſneſs in your heart,

that there is a manifeſt inconſiſtence, for the fame

perſons, within a few days diſtance, to lead up a

Dance, and kneel at the Lord's Table ; to ſparkle

to-night amidst the train of pleaſure, and follow

with the greatest delight the found ofa fiddle, and

to-morrow to fall proftrate before a crucified

Saviour, pouring forth tears, whilst you look on him

whom you have pierced, and mourn (n) ? Now, ab-

furd as this is, it is the practice of manywho would

paſs for devout. Indeed, according to the preſent

ſyſtem of lukewarmneſs, when to go to the Lord's

Supper three times a year is by the most judged

pietyE2

(n) Zech. xii. 10.
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piety ſufficient, and to attend a monthlyCommunion

is godliness above the common level, this may do

well enough, and the ſelf-denial is not great. For

ſuppoſing aweeklyBALL, at the worst, they would

only twelve times in the year be abſent from it.

But now ſuppoſe theſe abfenters from BALLS the

Communion-week, had lived nearer the primitive

times, when they not only on the first day of the

week afſembled far breaking of bread, and for

prayer, but from boufe to house (o), through the

week, remembered their Lord's death, till he come ;

they muſt either have entirely given up their BALL,

or been utterly excluded from the Communion

ofthe faithful.

To enter a Ball-room on the Thursday of the

Paſſion-week, theday before the crucifixion of the

Lord of life andglory, would certainly be reckoned

profane by those who have the lowest notions of

the Chriftian Religion. It would indicate an un-

common infenfibility to that aftoniſhing Sacrifice,

and great careleſſneſs about the effects of it. But

is it not the Chriſtian's duty to remember this

every day of his life, and to live under the influ-

ence, and in the view ofthat awful tranſaction, as

much as on the Thursday of the Paſſion-week ? I

believe the Scripture will not give you the leaft

reaſon to ſuppoſe, that what would be profane

then, would not at any other ſeaſonbeunbecoming

the ſoul, who is always enjoined to be looking for and

basting untothe coming oftheday of the Lord(p), and

remembers

(9) Acts il.45. (p) 2 Pet. iii . 12.
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remembers him at his table for this very pupoſe,

that he maycontinually have bis loins girt, and bis

light burning ; and he himself be as one that waiteth

for the bridegroom, when he will return to the

marriage(q) .

Canit bedoubted, whether or no, what is ac-

knowledged to indiſpoſe our hearts for waiting

upon God, and unfits us for the duties of love

which we owe each other, ought to be avoided by

thoſe who are commanded to be readyfor every

goodword and work (r) ? I have ſpoken before of

the indiſpoſition for prayer which ſuch amuſe-

ments occafion ; I would add a word more with

regard to another ſocial duty. Should you receive

ameſſage from any near friend or relation, whilſt

you were in the middle ofaDance, that he was

very ill, and defired once more to receive the

pledges ofa Saviour's love, before he went to his

boſom, no more to drink of the fruit of the vine

till be should drink it new with Chriſt in the kingdom

ofhis Father (s) ; that as you were near anddear to

him, your company would be defirable, that he

might here take as it were a folemn farewel of

you, till you should meet again ; I ſuppoſe you

would not think yourself in a proper ſtate to be a

meet partaker of this holy Ordinance, after having

been talking for hours together of nothing but

vanity ; as " How prodigiously warm it is ; how

“-well or ill such a Lady looks ; what a shocking

" figurefuch a one is 3 what a fweetfilk ſhe has on,

" and

(g) Luke xii. 35, 36.

(5) Matt. xxvi, 29.

(r) Tit, iii, 1 .
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" and how genteely she is dreſſed ; how many couples

" there are, bow many pretty Dances have been

" called, bow Missfuch an one and her partner

" flirted it away together, and much more of the

" like converſation to the use ofedifying :" Confider

feriouſly whether after ſuch a ſcene you would not

have cauſe to fear, that were you called to receive

the Communion of the body and blood ofChrift,

you should eat and drink unworthily, and confe-

quently damnation to yourself (t) ; and that therefore

you must refuſe the last kind office to your dying

friend; and if ſo, you may eafily diſcover, that

whatever in your conduct occaſions this, is as

utterly inconfiftent with true charity, and love

of your brother, as it is contrary to the duty and

love you owe to Chrift and God.

You will say, perhaps, there is a time for all

things ; (though in the uſeyou makeof theſe words

you horridly pervert their meaning. *) In anſwer,

I would aſk, whether there is a time tofin, and

whether a Chriſtian can ever innocently allow

himſelf in any practice whereby the temper of his

heart is ſo far diſcompoſed, as to unfit him for a

communion of Saints, and fellowship with the

Father

(t) 1 Cor. xi. 29.

* Solomon, whohad perhaps drankdeeperdraughts ofworldly

pleaſure than any perſon either before or fince his time, after

declaring that all earthly things are empty and deluſive, pro-

ceeds to ſhew that notwithstanding this, the generality ofpeople

are whollytaken up in the pursuit ofthem; and yet there are

ſome who would ſo groſly misinterpret the words ofthis great

Penitent, as to make him countenance thoſe very things which

he affirms to be only vanity and vexation ofSpirit.
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Father and the Son ? And whether if death ſhould

ſeize him in this ſtate, he must not neceſſarily be ex-

cluded from both for ever ? A thought that deferves

the moſt awakened attention !

Having ſhewn in how greatdegree the diverfion

ofBALLS indiſpoſes us for the duties we owe both to

Godandour neighbour, as well as its utter inconfift-

ence with thathumility, meekneſs and poverty of ſpi-

rit which the Gospel indiſpenſably requires ; I ſhall

conclude this Section with obſerving that many who

are mighty advocates for BALLS would nevertheless

loudly exclaim against thoſe familiarities which are

always practiſed at them, as palpable violations of

the laws of modeſty, were they to fee them put in

execution by acompany of young people of differ-

ent fexes where the foundof a fiddle was wanting to

drown reflection. Moreover I doubt not but there

are many Ladies, who without hefitation fuffer theſe

liberties to be taken with them in a public aſſembly-

room, that would highlyreſentthem iftheywerenot

authorizedunderthe poliſhed nameofDANCING.

SECTION THE FIFTH.

1

1

HATneed is there of any more arguments

I trust that what Ihave faid already is ſufficient to

convince every reasonable perſon that they are a

ſcandal to aChriſtian country. I proceed therefore to

examine how it comes to paſs that the wickedness of

BALLS is ſo littleperceived, thatmanyincoſiderate,

well-meaningperſons, continueto go to themwithout

everbeing ſenſible howgreat a fin they commitin ſo

doing: I ſay, how great a fin they commit, becauſe

though they may not be conscious of any fin at all,

yetwilful ignorance isnopleafor innocence: Elſe the

Jews had been guilty of no crime in crucifying the

Lord of life, nor St Paul in perfecuting Chrift and his

Church; who nevertheleſs ſtiles himself on that ac-

count
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count the chief offinners (b); alluding; as he him

ſelf affures us, to thoſe very fins he committed ig-

norantly.

The principal cauſe why the wickedness of BALLS

is ſo little attended to, is their having been fo long

eſtabliſhed, and frequented by ſo manypeople who

make an outward ſhew of Religion ; which inclines

perſons to think thatacuſtom fet up as it wereby law,

in a nation profeffing faith in the name of Jeſus, and

countenanced even by fuch as are efteemed pious

Chriftians, can neither be finful in itſelf, nor attended

with any pernicious conſequences : But a little con-

fideration will convinceus of the fallacy of ſuch rea-

foning ; for it must be allowed, that no cuſtom in

itself finful, (as Ihave fully proved that of BALLS to

be) can alter its nature, either by being long eſta-

bliſhed, by being ſet up in aChriſtian country, or be

cauſe it is conformed to by ſuch as are called good

Christians ; but on the contrary, the guilt of every fin

whatever is aggravated inproportion to the time we

have for reflection, and the light afforded us for avoid-

ing it; and there is no reason to doubt but that the

Devil takes a far greater fatisfaction in ſeeing people

fall into his ſnares in a land where Chriftianity is the

eſtabliſhed Religion, than in a nation of Pagans or

Mabometans. :

Further, wouldwe feriously confiderhow ſtrangely

cuſtom metamorphoſes the nature of things in the

minds of weak people, and what extravagan-

cies all its votaries muſt inevitably fall into ;

would we confider this, I am perſuaded we ſhould

not fuffer ourſelves to be hurried away by a blind

conformity to its laws , without weighing the

fatal conſequences ; which is the cafe with ſuch

multitudes , who are contented to do wrong, meer-

ly becauſe others have done ſo before them ; and

becauſe they never ſuſpect that ſo many people
who

(b) 1 Tim i. 15.
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who are looked upon as good Chriſtians, are all the

while leading them to perdition.

For instance, Sunday in Popiſh countries is the

chiefday for Horse-races, Plays, Balls, Cards, &c.

and there are few Papiſts who think there is any

more harm in going to theſe diverſions on a Sunday,

than on any other day, becauſe cuſtom makes no

difference between them ; whereas in England many

who make no fcruple of being preſent at theſe en-

tertainments on a week-day, would yet look uporn

any body as monſtrouſly wicked, that ſhould en-

deavour to perfuade them to go to an Horse-race, a

Play, a Ball, or a Card-table, on a Sunday..

In like manner, fome centuries ago, had one

Chriſtian propoſed to another to take him to caper

all night at a BALL, he would either have thought

him mad, or that instead of renouncing all the

pomps and vanities of this wicked world (x), he in-

tended to renounce his Chriſtianity.

Thus we fee that custom is well called a fecond

nature. Cuſtom has the mighty power of con

founding right and wrong, and in the eyes of a

deluded world can turn virtues into vices, and

vices into virtues. Cuſtom has transformed that

heavenly virtue ofhumility, which the Son ofGod

was practifing all the while he was on earth, into

meanness ofspirit, and has conſtituted him alone a

man of honour, who pays his gaming-debts, and

ſcorns to forgive an injury. Cuſtom eſteems un-

chaſtity tobe little or no faultin a man, yet cuſtom

esteems

(*) Baptifmal Vow.

F
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eſteems it ſo heinouſly criminal in a woman, that

none of her own ſex (though perhaps ten thouſand

times more wicked than herself) will ever aſſociate

with her ; no, not even though the gives the moſt

evident proofs of a fincere repentance. Whereas

if ſhe was as full of pride, envy, ill humour and

cenforiouſneſs as she could hold, and had every

other diabolical temper concentered in her, yet if

ſhe was free from the ſin of incontinence, cuſtom

would nevertheleſs ſuffer her to paſsfor a woman of

trict Virtue.

Theſe are a few inſtances ofthe power ofcustom

in our Chriftian land. And yet how few do we

find, who do not willingly bowdown to this be-

witching idol ? Alas! few indeed. Shall we then

tamely follow every blind guide that affumes the

name of a Chriſtian ? Or ſhall we rather make the

unerring word of God our rule of life ? Surely we

cannot hefitate in the choice.

Indeed I think it may with great truth be

affirmed, that the formal nominal Chriſtian is an

adverſary we have more need to guard againft, than

either the profeſſed Atheist, or the moſt abandoned

Profligate ; becauſe we ſuſpect no harm from the

former, but are ready to fly from the latter as from

atoad or ferpent. Itis not an open enemy, faith the

Pfalmiſt, that hath done me this dishonour, for then

Icould have born it ; neither was it mine adverfary,

forthen, peradventure, Iwouldhave bid myselffrom

bim , but it was thou, my companion, my guide, and

any own familiarfriend(y). Satan is never ſo likely

(y) Pfal. lv. 12.

to
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to ſucceed with thoſe whom hecannot prevailupon

to run into any groſs ſins, as when he transforms

himself into angel of light (z ) ; under which maſk

he has always many useful agents in the world, by

following whoſe examples there is too much reaſon

to fear, that numbers offouls have been ruined to

all eternity, who never ſo much as ſuſpected their

danger, till it was too late to retrieve their fatal

error. 1

But how should it be otherwise, whilſt in the

depraved age we live in, multitudes are looked

upon as good Chriſtians, whom our holy ancestors

would not have admitted to their communion ?

yet theſe modern ſaints give into the follies and

vanities of the world without the leaſt hefitation ;

and thereby become ſtumbling-blocks to many in-

experienced fouls, who feeing ſuch people ido-

lized for their Religion, think they may be very

ſafe under the ſanction of ſuch approved examples :

but ſurely little need be faid to demonſtrate the ab-

furdity ofſuch a conclufion ; ſince, as I obſerved

before, there can be no other rule of practice but

the infallible word ofGod ; therefore, if we fee

any perſon chime in with ſuch cuſtoms as are to-

tally oppoſite to the Divine precepts therein con-

tained, whatever that perſon may be in the opinion

of the world, and of his own deceitful heart, he is

by no means a proper model for a Chriſtian to copy

after, who is called upon by all his hopes of Hea-

ven towalk inthe paths of that Saviour, who left

us an example that weshouldfollow his steps (a) : fo

F2

(z) 2 Cor. xi. 14. (a) 1 Pet. ii. 21 .

that
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that the great pattern propoſed to our imitation, is

that of Chrift himself; and it is our conſtant and

undoubted duty to imitate him to the very utmoſt

of our abilities, and in the ſame degree that the

primitive Chriſtians did ; for the ſame JESUS died

for us, that died for them, and if we expect the

ſame reward, he expects the fame obedience ; yet fo

different are the lives of the generality of Chriſtians

now, from what they were in the firſt ages of the

Church, that the ſpirit ofthe Gospel is nearly ex-

tinct in moſt of its profeſſors, who ſeem to look

upon the imitation of Chriſt as a chimerical thing,

and to ſuppoſe that the holiness of the first Chrif

ſtians is rather to be admired than attained by us.

Were St Ignatius, St Polycarp, St Cyprian, of

any other of thoſe pious Fathers, to rife from the

dead, and take a view of our metropolis, and after

having fpent fome time in it, to hear by chance

that it was a Chriftian city, that the inhabitants of

it were ingrafted into the Church by Baptifm, and

profeſſed themselves to be diſciples of the bleſſed

JESUS ; judge, if you can, how great would be the

ſurpriſe of any oftheſe holy men at fuch an account.

I am apt to think they would with great difficulty

be made to credit it ; a plain proof how far the

power of cuſtom and example may be prevalent

tocaſtablindneſs over ſuch as profeſs and call them-

felves Chriftians ; a blindneſs ten thousand times

more dreadful than Egyptian darkneſs, inasmuch as

it is more deplorable to have a veil drawn over the

eyes ofour fouls than over the eyes ofourbodies.

SECTION
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SECTION THE SIXTH...

H
AVING ſhewn that the reason why many

people are apt to fancy they can go to BALLS

without committing any fin, is entirely owing to

the force ofcustom and example ; I would now beg

leave to offer a ſerious admonition to allſuch as have

hitherto been frequenters ofthem, and are anyways

concerned about their everlasting welfare.

Now ſince the power of custom and example is

ſo great, and fo much depends upon our conform-

ingor not conforming to it; let me intreat you, in

thewords of the beloved diſciple, not tobelieve every

Spirit, but to try theSpirits whether they are ofGod(b),

before you fuffer yourself to be led by them :

Remember that Chriſt himself hath told us, that

not every one that faith Lord, Lord, shall enter into

the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of

bis Father which is in heaven (c) ; and whatever a

ſleepyconfcience mayperfuade any man to think of

himſelf, because he ſees many in his own opinion

worfe, yet St Paul tells us, not be that commendeth

bimselfis approved, butwhom theLord commendeth(d);

and ourSaviour ſays in another place, that which is

bigbly esteemed amongst men, is abomination in the

fight ofGod(e).

Now the word oftruth aſſures us, that to be car-

nally minded is death (f), that the friendship of the

world

(6) 1 John iv. I

(d) 2 Cor. x. 18.

(c) Matt. vii. 21 .

(e) Matt. xvi. 15.

(f) Rom. viii. 6.
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world is enmity with God (g), that we must neither

love the world, nor the things that are in the world ;

that if any man love the world, the love of the Father

is not in him (b) : that the end ofthose who mind

earthly things is destruction (i) : that if any man

bave not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his(k) :

that as many as are led by the Spirit ofGod, they are

the Sons of God ( l ) : that the fruits of the Spirit are

love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,

faith, meekness, temperance (m) : that unless Christ be

in us, we are reprobates (n) ; that whatsoever wedo

in word or in deed, we must do all in the name ofthe

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father

by him (0) : that we must be holy in all manner of

conversation (p) ; andshall be called upon to give an

account of everyidle word at the day ofjudgment (q) ;

that we must in any wife rebuke our neighbour, and

not fufferfin upon him (r) ; that our speech must be

always with grace (s), and our communication be

to the use of edifying, fit to minister grace unto the

hearers (t) : that our conversation must be in heaven (u),

andfuch as becometh the Gospel of Christ (x).

As theſe paſſages are only a ſmall ſpecimen of

the conſtant language of our Saviour and his

Apoſtles, what pretenſions can they have to the

(g) James iv. 4.

(i) Philip. iii . 19.

(1) Rom. viii. 14.

(n) 2 Cor. xiii. 5.

(p) 1 Pet. i. 15.

(r) Lev. xix. 17.

(t) Ephef. iv. 29.

(x) Philip. i. 27.

(b) 1 John ii. 15.

(k) Rom. viii . 9.

(m) Gal. v. zz.

(0) Coloff. iii. 17.

(9) Matt. xii . 36.

(s) Coloff. iv. 6.

(u) Philip. iii. 20.

name
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name ofChriſtians, in whom ſcarcely any of the

before-mentioned marks are to be found; info-

much that they are as totally ignorant of the life

and power of Religion, as a blind man is of co-

lours ; and know no more of a change ofheart,

than theydo of the change of earth for heaven,

or of their natural for a spiritual body ? yet ſome

how or other theſe miferable ſelf- deceivers contrive

tokeep confcience quiet by ſome formal external

duties, and by flattering themselves that as they

have never been guilty ofany groſs, enormous ſins,

they are as fure of heaven as if they were there

already ; little thinking what a ſea of iniquity their

hearts are full of, and that the holy law ofGod

condemns all those who have not ſecured an inte-

reſt in the Redeemer, for the leaſt ſinful thought

or indulgence, as well as for the moſt notorious

acts of wickedness ; the word ofGod being, as

faith St Paul, a difcerner ofthe thoughts and intents

of the heart (y) , and requiring truth in the inward

parts (z) . But though the Apostle tells them

ſo plainly that to be carnally-minded is death (a) ;

that the friendship of the world is enmity with

God(b) ; and that if any man love the world, the

love of the Father is not in him(c) ; yet they read

theſe alarming texts with as much unconcern as if

theyhad nothing todo with them ; whilst the ſame

love of this world, the fame attachment to its

cuſtoms, follies, and vanities, influence them as

1

much

(y) Heb. iv. 12.

(a) Rom. viii. 6.

(z) Pfal. li. 6.(

(6) James iv. 4.

(c) John ii. 15.
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much (if not more) than they influence a Jew of

an Heathen. Howwide then are theſe difpofitions

from that deadneſs to the world, and that humble

child-like temper, without which our Lord hath

declared that we cannot enter into the kingdom of

heaven(d)?

Again, when we are ſo poſitively told in Scrip-

ture, that unless Jesus Christ be in us we are repro-

bates(e), and that if any man have not the Spirit of

Christ, he is none of bis (f ) ; yet far from having

this Spirit of Chrift, or defiring to have it, there

are manywho are quite enraged against them to

whom it has pleaſed the Lord to give his Spirit ;

and fancy that they do God service, when they ex-

claim against them as enthuſiaſts, fools, and mad-

men : hereby plainly proving themselves to be

none of Christ's, but to be of thoſe natural men

who, as St Paul declares, cannot receive the things

of the Spirit of God, because they are foolishness unta

them (g) ; and therefore (as the author of the book

ofWisdom tells us) account the life of the truly reli-

gious man to be madness (b).

Moreover, when we are ſo ſtrictly enjoined to ex

bort one another daily (i) ; to be boly in all manner

of conversation (k) ; and to let our communication be ta

the use of edifying, fit to minister grace unto the

bearers (1 ) ; is it not amazing that multitudes of

fouls ſhouldbe ſo infatuated as to fancy themselves

(d) Matt. xviii. 3 .

(f) Rom. viii. 9.

(b) Wiſd. v. 4.

(k) 1 Pet. i. 15.

(e) 2 Cor. xiii . 5 .

(g) 1 Cor. ii. 14.

(i) Heb. iii. 13 ..

(1) Eph. iv. 29.

to
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tobe in a ſafe ſtate, whilstthey live in a total neg-

lect of theſe expreſs commands, and can fit and

rack their inventions to rake up all the nonfenfical

chat of the town, and had rather talk for hours

together upon the moſt trifling ſubjects, than for

amomentuponthe one thing needful (m) ; inſomuch

that religious conversation, which is ſo effential a

part of our duty, and the delight of every true

believer, is almoſt the only kind ofdiſcourſe that

is excluded, not only in public companies, when

it might not be always proper to introduce it, but

even amongſt intimate friends in their more re-

tiredhours.

Now can there be a more diſmal ſign that there

is not a ſpark of Religion in ſuch hearts ? For

where the treasure is, there will the heart be also (n) ;

and out of the abundance of the heart the mouth

Speaketh(o). The Glutton's delight is to talk of

eating; the Drunkard's of drinking ; the Sports-

man's ofhis horſes anddogs. The moſt agreeable

topic to a fine Lady is dress and diverſions. And

theChriſtian is never ſo happy, as when diſcourfing

about the things ofGod and his soul. This is an

infallible touch ſtonewhereby we maytry ourſelves ;

therefore, wo unto those whoſe hearts condemn

them in this reſpect .

Nevertheless, ſo little true Religion is there

amongſt many formal Church-going people, that

Iwish it were an exaggeration to ſay, that they

have not only a perfect loathing to all holy dif-

1

G courſe,

(m) Lukex.42.

(0) Matt. xii. 34.

(n) Matt. vi. 21.
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courſe, but would even look with astonishment

upon any perſon, and either think his head turned,

or that he was guilty of a breach of polite beha-

viour, ſhould he dare in their prefence to mention

the exceeding great love of our Master, and only

Saviour Jesus Christ in dying for ourfins *, or even

to introduce his facred Name, except in witty

ſayings or profane exclamations.

Theſe are diftinguiſhing marks whereby the no-

minal profeffor § maybe often difcerned ; let us

now fee how theſe real enemies and utter ſtrangers

to true religion are defcribed in Scripture.

Solomon calls them a generation that are pure in

their own eyes, andyet not cleansedfrom their filthi-

ness (p). The prophet Ifaiah, and after him our

bleſſed Saviour, calls them a people that honouretb

bim with their lips,'but theirheart isfar from him (q) .

Holy David expoftulates with them in the follow-

ing words ; What hast thou to do to declare mysta-

tutes, or that thou shouldst take my covenant in thy

mouth ; feeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my

words behind thee (r) ? St Paul deſcribes them, as

having the form of godliness, but denying the power

thereof(s). It is faid of them, Rev. iii. 1. that they

bave a name to live, and are dead.

*Communion Service. -- .

:

And

Seeft thou one that is wife in his own conceit, faith Solomon?

there is more hope of a fool than of him; ſo ofall perſonswhat-

ever the moral ſelf-righteous Pharifees are the moſt unwilling

to receive the Gospel. The foundation of our reconciliation

withGod must be laid in a deep heart-felt humiliation arif-

ing from athorough ſenſe of our original and actual guilt :

tillthis is thecafe, it is impoſſiblewe canhave anytruelongings

after thebleſſings ofRedemption, for they that are whole, thatis,

(thoſewhothinkthemselves ſo)need notaPhysician, but thosethat

are fick, as our Saviourhimself aſſures us. Matt. ix. 12.

1

(p) Prov.xxx. 12.

(7) Pfal. 1. 16, 17.

- (9) Ifa. xxix. 13 .

(1) 2Tim. iii. 5.
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And lastly, they are thus deſcribed, and the fol-

lowing tremendous fentence is pronounced againſt

them by our Lord himself, from the mouth of his

holy Angel, Rev. iii. 15, 16, 17. I know thy works,

that thou art neither cold nor hot ; I would thou wert

cold or hot ; ſo then because thou art lukewarm, and

neither cold nor bot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth,

because thousayest, I am rich, and increaſed in goods,

and have need ofnothing ; and knoweſt not that thou

art wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind,

and naked ; therefore anoint thine eyes with eye-falve,

that thou mayest fee.

Whenwe obſerve the generality ofpeople, who

are called Chriſtians, how many more do we fee

who answer theſe marks than thoſe before given ?

Adiſmal proof that numbers are loft through a

falſe confidence of falvation, and of the truth of

our Saviour's prediction concerning theſe latter

days; that becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love of

manyshall wax cold (t).

This prophecy is indeed ſo exactly fulfilled at

preſent; that inftead ofthat Religion, whereby we

dedicate ourselves, ourfouls and bodies to be a reason-

able, holy, and livelyfacrifice unto God (u), the ſkele-

tonofit ſcarcely remains.

I fear we shall find this aſſertion verified in the

character of Lucinda.
:

(t) Matt. xxiv. 12. (4) Communion Service.

ex
*

G2 SECTION
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SECTION THE SEVEΝΤΗ.

TUCINDA is polite, affable, obliging, and
univerſally eſteemed by her acquaintance, who

look upon her as a woman of extraordinary pru-

dence and piety. She would not for the world

omit her Morning and Evening Prayers ; ſhe con-

ſtantly reads the Pfalms and Leſſons of the day ;

ſhe never is abſent from Church on Sundays, and

would oftener go there on week-days, if she was

not prevented by engagements to go with her

friends into the city, to fee what Mercer keeps the

moſt faſhionable filks ; or elſe by buſineſs of im-

portance at home ; ſuch as the working ofa piece

of cat-gut, the reception of ſome viſitors, or ne-

ceſſary diſcourſe with her Millener ; or perhaps it

is the Dancing-maſter's morning, and ſhe knows

her children will not take half the pains they ought

in ſo material a branch of their education unleſs

the herself is preſent.

Nobody can be better convinced ofthe neceſſity

of visiting the fick than Lucinda, who not only

adminiſters medicines to the poor gratis, but is al-

ways ready to play a charitable game at Cards, or

to read aComedy to a fick friend who is in danger

of being low-fpirited.

Lucinda goes every month to the Sacrament, be-

fides the three great Feſtivals, and hears her chil-

dren ſay their Catechiſm every Sunday evening ;

the frequently gives fixpence or a fhilling to the

poor ; and never dines till after Evening-fervice

upon

1
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upon Ash-wednesday, Good-friday, and the thirtieth

ofJanuary, when she makes an hearty mealupon

coſtly fiſh and rich ſauce*.

Lucinda is a bitter enemy to naughty women,

and often tells you how much ſhe is ſhocked at

the indecent language of the common people in

the ſtreets ; yet this very fame Lucinda as readily

pays her money for a place in that choice Syna-

gogue of Satan, called a Play-house (where ſhe

enjoys the company of many of the rakes and

proſtitutes of the town) and is as muchdelighted

to hear and feeGoddiſhonoured by the immodeſt

actions, oaths, and filthyjeſts of the actors, as

any other perſon in the Theatre. The play be-

ing finiſhed, ſhe returns home to ſupper, talks

till bed-time what a charming fellow FOOTE is,

or how gloriouslyGARRICKſhone ; fays her prayers,

and goes to fleeр § .

Ranelagh is alſo a favourite diverſion with Lu-

cinda, though she would like it much better, if it

was poffible to keep out all low company, which

fhe

* Notwithstanding all Lucinda's duties, I fear it may be

affirmed that ſhe never prayed or fafted in all her life, and that

ſhe is an utter ſtranger to every ſpark of charity. Whoever will

confider the difference there is between praying and faying of

prayers, and look at the deſcription given ofcharity bySt Paul,

1 Cor. xiii. 13. and that of faſting, by the prophet Ifaiah,

Ifai. lviii. 3 , 4, &c. will probably be ofthe ſame opinion.

§ To ſhew Lucinda in what light the primitive Church re-

garded thoſe who attended the publicspectacles ; that noted Fa-

ther Tertullian gives an account of a Chriſtian woman, who in

his time returned from theTheatre poſſeſſed with aDevil ; at

whichhe expreſſes no manner ofastonishment,fince Satanfound

berupon his own ground.
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ſhe was in hopes would have been the cafewhen

the price for admiſſion was raiſed to half a crown :

But ſince this has not had the wiſhed-for effect,

and Tradesmens wives will still imitate their betters,

and intrude themselves amongst people of fashion,

ſhe often comes homejuſt ready to faint, and de-

clares, that though the room was ſo crouded,

the could ſcarcely ftir, yet there was hardly a crea-

ture there * .

A violent Rout is Lucinda's averfion, yet ſhe

dearly loves a ſnug private party of four or five

tables ; but notwithstanding ſhe is immenfely fond

of Cribbidge, ſhe never touches al Card in the

Paffion-week, nor the night before the Communion ;

anddoes not much chuſe to play either Wednesdays

or Fridays in Lent, whenshe can avoid it consistently

with good manners § .

Lucinda

* Though I doubt not but Lucinda has often read St Paul's

Epiftle to Titus, yet I beg leave to remind her that one ofthe

diftinguiſhing characters there given ofChriſtian wives is, that

they are KEEPERS AT HOME . Tit. ii . 5.

§What is Lucinda's reaſon for abſtaining fromCard-playing

at theſe ſeaſons, but becauſe ſhe is confcious ofthe ſtrange im-

propriety of fuch an employment for those who are called upon

to redeem the time, because the days are evil? Eph. v. 15. and

togrow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Chrift ? 2 Pet. iii. 18. Moreover, though she is ſowarm

an advocate forthis wayof confuming her leifure hours, yet

ſhe would dread the thought of being fummoned before the

judgment-feat of Christ with a pack ofcards in her hands, well

knowing that in ſuch circumstances ſhe would have little reaſon

to hope that the Bridegroom had found herwatching, with her

lamp trimmed, and heroil burning: Matt. xxv.
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Lucinda has read Tristram Shandy, but fo far

from approving ofit, is greatly difcompoſed atthe

general fatisfaction it gives to almoſt all forts ofpeo-

ple; anddeclares, that it is a ſad fign ofthe depra-

vityofthe times,whenClergymen are preferred and

patronized forwriting indecent books.

But if the wickedness of the age cauſes Lucinda

ſuchdeep concern, the preſentgrowth ofEnthusiasm

affords her no leſs matter ofregret ; infomuch that

oftentimes when she is atCards, ſhe will hold forth

between the Deals, upon the neceffity of keeping a

propermedium inReligion ; but, " forfooth, people

now-a-days, must be either Saints or Devils ; though

for her own partſhe is contented to go on in the good

oldway, and is not so precise andstrait-laced, but that

She canferveGod, andtake her innocent amusements

very well."

Lucinda has now and then ſome twinges ofcon-

ſcience, but theſe are preſently filenced by reflect-

ing how much more religious ſhe is, than any of

her acquaintance ; and by calling to mind her

duties ; or if this will not do, another chapter in

the Bible, and ſomewhat extraordinary to the firſt

Beggar ſhe meets, preſently ſets all to-rights again.

K

Such is Lucinda, and is the not quite a good

creature ? yet if her Religion is to be tried at the

bar ofGod's word, ſhe may with as much justice

ſuppoſe that ſhe ſerved in quality of a foot-foldier

during the laft campaign in Germany, or that ſhe

fought in a coat of mail against the Saracens in the

holy
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holywars, as that ſhe is now clothed with the whole

armour of God (x) ; that her life is a ſpiritual war-

fare, and ſhe herself a goodfoldier ofJesus Christ,

who endureth hardness, and is not entangled with the

things of this present evil world (y).

She may as well imagine that ſhe is taking a

pilgrimage with the Turks to Mahomet's tomb at

Mecca, or with the Papiſts to the Virgin Mary's

houſe at Loretto , as that she is now living like a

Stranger and pilgrim upon earth ; looking for a city

that bath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is

God(z).

She may with equal propriety believe that ſhe

has been all her life long laid in a coffin, or wrapt

up in a winding-ſheet ; as that she is now dead to

the world, and her life hid with Christ in God (a).

In ſhort, ſhe has just as much reaſon to fancy

herſelf already a glorified Saint in heaven, as that

there is any poſſibility of her arriving there as ſhe

goes on at preſent : Yet howmany fouls are build-

ing their hopes offalvation upon ſuch a religion as

Lucinda's ? and for no other reaſon inthe world,

but becauſe they fee others, that are looked upon

as excellent Chriſtians, going on in the ſameway,

and in the fame wretched deluſion with themſelves :

whereas if they would candidlysearch the Scriptures,

Iqueſtion not but they would find their ſtate con-

demned in almost every page of the Goſpel : For

the Lordfeeth not as man feeth ; for man looketh at

the

(x) Eph. vi. 11, 12, &c.

(x) Heb. xi. 13, 14.

(y) 2Tim. ii. 3,4.

(a) Col. iii. 3.
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the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on

theheart(b).

Some people will perhaps cry out, Surely this is

talking very uncharitably, for at this rate how few

will be ſaved? But they cannot tell what they

mean, except they would have us make God a

liar ; and in order to lull our poor fellow-creatures

into the fatal dream ofcarnal ſecurity, affert, that

he will admit them into heaven upon terms con-

trary to thoſe laid down in his own Word. That

found pillar of our excellent Church, Biſhop Hall,

in his Character of a real Chriſtian, has theſe words;

" I would it were uncharitable to ſay, there are

" many Profeffors, few Chriſtians ; if words and

" forms might carry it, Chriſt would have clients

" enough."
1

Ourbleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that broad is the

way, and wide is the gate, that leadeth to destruc-

tion, and many there be that go in thereat ; and, that

narrow is the way, andstrait is the gate, that lead-

eth to life, and few there be that find it (c) : Yet

how compoſedly do many perſons repeat theſe

awakening paſſages, who at the ſame time are con-

firming the truth of them; and though perhaps

they live in no outward enormities, do nevertheleſs

ſwim with the ſtream, till they fall into the gulph

ofendless miſery. But if we allow our Saviour to

ſpeak truth in theſe places, we canhave no more

terrible proof of our being in the way that leads to

destruction, than when we are doing as the gene-

H

(6) 1 Sam. xvi. 7. (c) Matt, vii, 13, 14.

rality
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rality of the world do ; nor can we have any

better evidence of our being in the right way,

than when we are reſolved to act contrary to the

torrent of custom, and are regardless of being

thought particular ; concerning which Satan's in-

ſtruments, in order to affrightGod's children from

their obedience, talk ſo learnedly in their Lectures

upon the neceſſity of a prudent compliance with

the world.

Again, when we are told in Scripture, that the

kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and that the

violent take it by force (d) ; that it is easier for a

camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for å

rich man to enter into the kingdom ofheaven (e) ; that

whoever will come after Christ, must deny himself, and

take up his croſs daily, and follow him (f) ; that many

are called, but few chofen (g) ; that the righteous are

scarcely saved (b) ; that through much tribulation we

must enter into the kingdom of heaven (i) ; and, that

many fhallseek to enter in, andshall not be able (k). I

ſay, when we read theſe, and other texts ofthe

like nature, we must needs imagine, that it is not

ſo eaſy a matter to get to heaven as many people

are apt to fancy, who ſeem to have found out

quite a new road thither, very different from that

Strait narrow way, to which our Saviour has di-

rected us, and in which whoſoever now dares to

walk, will be told that he is righteous over-much,

and

(d) Matt. xi . 12 . (e) Matt. xix. 24.

(f) Matt. xvi. 24. (g) Matt. xx. 16.

(b) 1 Pet. iv. 18. (i) Actsxiv. 22.

(4) Luke xiii . 24.
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and folemnly cautioned against the danger of running

into extremes, and carrying matters too far : But

this is no more than must be expected in an age

wherein ſo many do at once glory in theirshame (1),

and are ashamed of that in which they ought to

glory (m) . An age wherein formality ſupplies the

place of vital Chriftianity, and in which ſpiritual

Religion and Enthusiasm are ſo far become fynony-

mous terms, that a perſon is looked upon as little

leſs than mad as foon as he comes to the right

uſe ofhis underſtanding. An age wherein thepure

doctrines of Scripture and of the Reformation, are

ſet aſide for lifeless morality and dry systems of ethics ;

and a steady adherence to the truly evangelical

tenets of the establiſhed Church, is deemed the mark

of a weak judgment, and is ſufficient to gain a

man a nick- name, and to make him become a

by-word among the people (n) .

Let us therefore, as we value our immortal

fouls, take heed how we fuffer ourſelves to be

led aftray by any wretched pretenders to Chrifti-

anity, and carefully avoid all thoſe ſnares that the

Devil and his adherents have eſtabliſhed in this

land, which has been ſo juſtly visited with the

judgments of a righteous God, for our crying fins

and horrible lukewarmneſs .

Let us reficct what those who have been cut off

without having made their peace withGod through

Chrift their Redeemer, and have felt the punish-

ments of the damned ; let us, I ſay, reflect what

H 2 they

(1) Philip. iii. 19.

(n) Job xvii . 6.

(m)Gal. vi. 14.



60 An Address relating to BALLS, &c.

theywoulddo, could they begin their lives again, or

obtain one ſuch opportunity of repentance, asGod

ofhis infinite mercy now vouchſafes tous. Would

they waſte any of their precious time in BALLS,

and ſuch like vanities, and dance for hours toge-

ther upon the frightful precipice of eternity, not

knowing but the next moment might hurry them

again into thoſe inexpreſſible torments they once

experienced, where their worm dieth not, and the

fire is not quenched ; where there is weeping andwail-

ing, andgnashing ofteeth (o).

Judge therefore yourselves, Brethren, that ye be

not judged of the Lord (p), and take beed, according

to the Apoſtle's advice, that you refuse not him

that speakethfrom heaven (q) ; for theGod ofTruth

hath faid, that bis Spiritſhall not alwaysstrive with

man (r) : To-day therefore, whilst it is called to-day,

barden not yourhearts ; but calmly and ſeriouſly re-

flect what a fearful thing it is to fall into thehands of

the living God (s), whoſe word is quick and powerful,

andsharper than any two-edged ſword, piercing even

to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit (t) ; and

who is even a consuming fire (u) ; and able to destroy

both body andfoul in bell(x).

Confider, I befeech you, conſider, that theſe are

not airy phantoms and idle tales, but they are

awful and intereſting truths, truths that are found-

ed upon the word of God, and ſuch as ſhould

make

(0) Mark ix. 44-

(9) Heb. xii . 25 .

(5) Heb. x. 31 .

(4) Heb. xii. 29.

(p) Communion Service.

(r)Gen. vi. 3.

(t) Heb. iv. 12.

(x) Matt. x. 28.
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make the unrenewed heart of every self-deceiving

formalift to tremble ; wherefore I prayGod they

may fink deep into your confciences, and excite

you to fly to JESUS the Saviour of all that

truly turn unto him , and if you are ſenſible of

your need of a Redeemer, and will come as a loſt,

undone finner, not trusting in your own righte-

ousness, but in God's manifold and great mercies (y),

there is no doubt but he will wash you clean

by his precious all-atoning blood, and clothe you

with the robe of his perfect righteouſneſs. Being

thus made free from fin, and become fervants to

God, be urgent in imploring the continuance of

divine grace, to enable you to walk worthy of .

your vocation, in all holiness and good works.

Then ſhall you find, (but never by the palliating

and fuperficial divinity of too many in our days,)

that the ways of Religion are ways of pleasant-

ness, and that all her paths are peace (z).

H

THE CONCLUSION.

1

AVING anſwered the arguments com-

monly brought in vindication of BALLS,

and produced feveral proofs of their evil ten-

dency and actual wickedness ; having ſhewn the

reaſons why, nevertheless, theſe diabolical diverſions

have gotten ſuch root, and the finfulness ofthem

is ſo little perceived, that many unwary fouls go

tothem without ſuſpecting their danger : Having

(y) Communion Service. (z) Prov. iii. 17.

ad-

1
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admoniſhed you to beware of a blind conformity

tocuſtom, andoftheexamplesofnominal Chriſtians,

and given ſome marks whereby ſuch maygene-

rally be difcerned from those who are Christians

altogether ; and laſtly, having exhorted you to flee

from the wrath to come(a), unto Him who is able

and willing to fave to the uttermost all that come

unto God by him (b) ; I cannot yet conclude, with-

out obſerving that it is indeed a melancholy re-

flection, that custom ſhould have fo far blinded the

eyes of many, as to make a demonftration ofthis

kind neceſſary; but ſince this is the caſe, all proper

care, I hope, has been taken to ſet forth theſe

enormities under their true colours, which, I truſt,

I have now done without the leaſt aggravation ,

and if it can be proved that I have afferted any

thing whatever that is not ſtrictly agreeable to

holy Scripture and plain reaſon, I readily give up

the point*.

I

1

* Though, I trust, I have advancednothing againstBalls and

Plays, but what can be warranted by the beſt authority ; yet I

may be perhaps thought rather too ſevere in having cenſured

THE FLOURISHING TRADE OF CARD-PLAYING : for, fince we

read in hiftory of a Roman Emperorwho ſpent his time in

catching offlies, furelywe mayjuſtly claim the privilege ofdi-

verting ourſelves a few hours in an evening (eſpecially as itmay

be done ſo very conſiſtently with the faſhionable ideas ofpiety)

in counting black and red spots, and aſking What's trump, who

buffled, who cut, and who dealt ? as alſo of building houses with

our Cards, and blowing them down again, by way of changing

the amusement, whenever we think proper.

(a) Matt. iii . 7. (6) Heb. vii. 25.
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I am ſenſible, that if any body in the firſt ages

of the Church had attempted to prove that no

Chriftian could go to BALLS, PLAYS, ROUTS,

REVELLINGS, and fuch like, without diſgracing

his holy profeſſion ; his arguments would have

been looked upon to be as unneceſſary, as thoſe of

aman who, in theſe days, ſhould write afolio in

order to prove, that the Sun ſhines on abright

day ; and his labour as needleſs, as that ofonewho

ſhould go through all the rules of arithmetic to

Thew that two and two make four ; but,

Tempora mutantur, nos & mutamur in illis !

The Church cou'd once her Golden Ages boast

ButfadExperience proves thoſeAges loft !

FINIS.

*****

*****

***
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