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PREFACE

>

IN the Minutes of d.ic Conference of the Preachers,
late in connexion with the Rew Mr. J- Welley, held
at Manckefter the laft week in July, 1791, the follow-

ing queftions an. anfwers are found.

« Queft. 32. Have we not made too great ad-

“ vances towards conformity to the world”
~ “ Anfw. We f;ear we have.”
“ Q. 33. How fhall we prevent this ?”
« A. Thofe fchool-mafters and fchool-miftreffes who

receive dancing-matfters into their {chools, and thofe
parents who employ dancing-mafters for their chil-
dren, fhall be no longer members of our fociety.”

- A 3 When
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When I read this laft anfwer I was both furprized
and gricved ; becaufe T confidered it rather calculated
to give offence, and fir up ftrife, than to corrcct a
fault.  For many years back I have vicwed dancing
as reprefented in the following Thoughts.  Parents,
fchool-malters, and fchool-miftre{lts, in connexion
with the people called Methodifls, are as far from
wifling their children and fcholars to abufe this part
of their youthful education, by frequenting  balls, af-
femblics, &c. when they grow up, as they are careful
to prevent an abufe oflhc firft and moft neceffary part
of their youthful cducath/m, by r’cg()mmcndmg to their
perufal and ftudy moral and religious writings, inftcad
of putting into their hands lewd or profane books. How-
ever, I hoped that this rule or law, like fome others
eoncerning drcfs, tobaceo, &c. made by Mr. Welley
many yecars ago, would {lcep rcﬂ)c&ing cxecution ; and
confcquently,miéht be confidered asmercly exprefliveof
the private opinion of the framers. This thought (o fatis-
ficd my mind,, that I really forgot the fubjed& for about
three weeks; till at amccting of Preachers the 26th of
Augutft laft, it was, umexpedied by me, brought upon
the carpet, and curforily debated.  This event caufed
me, a few days aficr, to commit to paper the following
“Thoughts on Dancing : which mcthod 1 took for the
purpofe of reconfidering the fubject with care, and alfo,

T that-
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that I might be better prepared to deliver my. fenti.
ments thereon, at the next quarterly meeting of Preach-
ers. Nov. ed, I called on Mr. James Rogers, at the
Chapel-houfe, and afked him, Whether it was meant to
drop the fubjc& of dancing, or to bring it on next
- quarterly meeting :—told him jocofely, that I intended
to fpeak to the point ;-and added, Our.hw ought not
to condemn any man before he is heard, and we con-.
fider what he faith, To which he replicd, « The
< preachers in London cannot alter a rule of Ceonfer-
“ence : confequently, faying any thing amongit -them
“ will anfwer no end. - I have confulted with the travel-
“ ling preachers that are, and have been in town lately ;
* and our opinion is, that you cannot any longer preach.
“ in our-connexion unlefs you immediately promifé ta
« difmifs your dancing-mafter.”* This opinion is now
manifclt by the printing of what is termed their quar-
terly plan; and this has determined me to publith the
prefent pamphlet,

I am very forry thus to be dragged ingo a,pu'bl'gc con-
troverfy by mep, with whom 1 hoped to live in the
moft COl‘diil/‘,‘fél“i’C;lﬂd)fi"lip, my few remaining days on
carth. 1 requefted, that I might have an opportuhity
of dclivc’ring’ my' fcniiri;cﬁts at the next qhartcrly mect-
ing of preachers ; but I was told, this would avail

A 3 nothing,
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nothing, as they had not power to make alterations, nor
even to fufpend the execution of laws. I rcqucfted, that
the affair might be laid afide till next conference: be-
caufe I withed to prevent the caufelefs offence that an
attempt ‘to execute fuch a rule or law muft neccflarily
give to maﬁy refpettable and wort'hy familicsin our con-
nexion: and I alfo devoutly wifhed, not to ftumble
weak brethren by difputes ; and lcaft of 'al], by fuch a
difpute as this. But the invariable anfwer to every
thing I faid was, “The rule of Conference muft be en-
forced.”” T will not impute this imp.rudcnt obflinacy to
the whole body of men called Methodift preachers; but’
to a very fmall number, who, being in particular. fitua-
tions at prefent, think that they have gotten the reins of
government in their hands: but, I imnagine, they will
foon be convinced, that the driving of Jehu is neither

the moft chriftian, nor the moft prudent condutét.

The late Mr. J. Wefley well knew t/he fituations,

~ 1.4 opiniongsnd=camnik of {chools, an('l:?many familics,
fome of his beft friends, on this fubjcél :—he bad more
influence and power in the connexion than any indi-
vidual, or than all who may now think that tl}n-y tread

in his thoes ;—and he wanted not courage to follow his
confcicnce ; yet he never, made any rule, or law of
exclufion concerning dancing.  Although I never had

occafion
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occafion to converfe with him on the fubjedt, T will
venture to affert, from his well-known difcernment a;ld
confummate prudence, that he ranked dancing among
the res indifferentia, refpecting religion ;. innocent or
finful, according to the mind and circumitances of the
perfon prattifing. '

We neither are more holy, nor in the eyes of difcern-
ing men do we appear to be fo, by manifefting vehc-
ment zeal concerning the tythe of mint, anife and cun-
min; but by a conftant regard to, and earncft recom-
mendation of, the wcightier matters of God’s law,
judgement, mercy and faith. Superflition is fometimes
called tendernefs of conicience, and falfe zcal flands in
the room of devotion and brotherly loye. It is a
humbling truth for mankind, as it betrays-both our ig-
norance and our eyil propenfities, that as well in reli-
gion as in politics, many who feem.in carneff to reach
the fummit of hyman perfection, are often gratifying
the vanity of their mind, by attemptingta fhoot beyond
the mark, and thereby they mifs taking rightaim. When
this is the cafe either with arcligious, or a civil fect, the
leaders ofthe party arc certainly more blamcable than the
bulk of the people ; becaufe they do know,or thcy"oug/zt lo
know better; and yct they. make advantage of the ig-
porance of the many, to obtain or maintain a point, in
’ Ay which



“wiil Tur PREFACE,

which they think that the honour of their charatter, or
their intereft is concerned.  This obfervation has been
excemplified by the indifcriminate exclamations and de-
pui.ciations of divine vengeance againft dancing, with
which the New-Chapel, in the City-Road, has lately
rcfounded @ and, probably, fo foon as this pamphlet is
rcad, all the thunder of that place will be hurled
againft it. But there are hearers under that .roof who
bave judgement as well as ears, and whole zeal ig

rcgulated by found underftanding.

I know that there are very many in the religious
connexion to which I particularly addrefs this pam-
phiet, whofe circumftances and fituations in life prevent
thein having any concern in the dcbate; and 1 allo

know that the religious prejudices of almoftall runin a

line diametrically oppofite to my reprefentations.  But -

I requeft fuch to belieye, that it is poffible they n‘l'aY
have conceived wrongly concerning an excrcife fo
much abufed ; and alfo that it is with much rclutiancy
-1 lay fuch a dchate as this befere the public: \\'hicﬁ',
indced, they may conclude from the endeavours that }
ufcd to fettle the point privately, as well as from the
nature of the fubject itfelf. It mull be in the view
of all, but thole immediately concerned, too immate-
rial to be made a fubjedl of controverfy.,

Sed




'Tue PREF-ACE i

- Sed “he nugz feria ducent.”

None, T hope, will fet themfelves up for judges, until
they have with candour’ made themfelves: acquaimed
with - the nature of the dxfpute And as 1 with that
every one who has cunoﬁty to read this ‘pamphlet,
may, without pre_]udxce and without pamalxty, weigh
what is offered to his confideration : f'o 1 fincerely
pray, that none may mduige arefentful or cenlorious
{pirit, whatever the refult of his ¢ enquiry may be. -

* I give my thoughts to thé public _]uﬁ as I"pe‘nncd
them, with a defign to communicate them to, what is
termed among the Methodifts, the quartcr]y meeting of
prcachers Ifthat expedient had been allowcd me,
perhaps they never had feen ‘the hght I have only
confulted my Bible, human nature, and my fituation in
life, in revolving the fubje€tin my mind. Aningenious
friend to whom I mentioned my defign of publithing
{fomething on dancing, fecorpmcndcd.to my perufal
what Mr. Lock and Mr. Addifon bave faid thereon;
to whom I could orly reply, It is more than thirty
years fince I rcad The Speclaior,or Lock on Educaiion ;
but I will certainly avail myfelf of the lights of fuch
good authors, if I am obliged farther to confider the

inatter.
I thank
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I thank the bountiful provider for man, I have hi-
thertolived decently and comfortably without either re-
cciving, or fecking for any thing from the people called
Methodiﬂg, as a preacher; and I hope to cnjoy this
caufe of boafting all my days: I thercfore can lofe
nothing of a temporal nature by ten thoufand Vintcrnal'
rcgulatioﬁs introduced by ncw men.  But I have old
friends in that connexion from whom I cannot be fe-
pﬁratcd; and who, I flatter myfelf, will not abandonme,
either as a private chriflian, or as a preacher of the
gofpel. I wifh to improvein heart religion and prac-
tical godlincfs, by the excellencics, by the weaknefles,
and even by the faults of fellow-chriftians.  Our Lord
has many ways of bringing us to truft iniirely in him,
and to follow him on/y. May we all carefully lcarn the
important leffons that his various providencestcach-us!
And both bear with cach other, and forgive onc ano-

‘ther, even as God for Chrift’s fuke hath forgiven us!

LavrtonsTong, Essex,
Dec. 12, 1791.

TIIOUGHTS
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THOUGHTS
DANCING, &c

DANCXNG fo far as we ‘mean to take it undcrt

confidcration, may be vncwcd ’

A

I. Asa natiﬁél ‘manner of cxprcﬂing our joy.
. s
I1. Asan art wheruby we are taught a good car-
riage, a graccful and caly wav “of moving our limbs,
and a genteel manner of addrefs.

1. Dancing confidered as geftures of nature cxcited
by pleafure, efpecially in youth, who are always greatly
difpofed for alion if in health, is as natural, and as
innocent, abflratedly confidered, as fmiling, laughing,
talkmg, or any other natural manner of exprelfing our

)0)’ This kind of dancing always has, and always
will
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will be praftifed by human beings on certain occafions.
Our firflt excrtions in this way are generally as unpre-
meditated, and as involuntary as laughing, crying, fud-
denly removing from apparent danger, or approaching
to, what we imagine to be, lawful or innocent pleafure.
As our fixed temper, or habit of mind, always, more or
lefs, gjves a caft to our countenance, and general man-
ner of behaviour; fo every fudden paffion has its ex-
ternal expreffion in one way or another. ~ Art, indeed,
teaches us to conccal or difguife, on many occaﬁZ)ns,
and in various ways, the external expreflions of our
paffions and tempers; but, however much we may be
on our guard, we fomctimes involuntarily throw off
our difguilc, and difcover our mental feelings by our
features, our tongues, or by fome fudden motions of
our body or limbs.  Children when greatly pleafed,
or greatly angered, as naturally dance as they laugh or
cry: and grown perfons would do the fame, were they
not under the influcnce of what are called rules of
decorum. Ifour joy be innocent, our outward ex-
preffion of it by dancihg can have no more guilt in it
than there is in a joyful® countenance, or a joyful
tongue. David, we are told in 2 Sam. vi. 14, 16,
Icaped and danced before the Lord with all his mi,(_.r,h'l,r
in bringing up the ark’of God from the houfe of Obed
Edom to Zion.” Michal, his wife, upbraided him,
for having, in her opinion, behaved indecoroufly, con-,
fidering his exalted ftation in life ; to whom he replied,
« It was hefore the Lord I played, and T will be yet
more vile.” Certain)y, David’s joy was on this occa-
fiun religious joy @ but it was the joy of a man, not of an

’ angel ;
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angel ; and bcfng violent joy, it difcovered itfelf in the
natural and artlefs way of dancing before the Lord.

Bifhop Patrick tells us, in his comrmoent o this text,
from Ludolphi Hiftoria Athiopica, *That the Abyf-
finians, both men and women, mcet together in- their
churches on the eve of our Lord’s refurre@ion, and
employ the whole night in finging, dancing, and clap-
ping their hands, accompanied by feveral inftruments
of mufic, til morning light. ‘Which praflice, he adds,
in all likelihood came from the Jews, who ftill dance in
fome of their feftivals.” Hec likewife obferves from
Plato, Lib. 7, de legibus, ® That fome dances are
eppiras, with modeft and decent motions, and others
wAnpperis, immodeft and wanton.” And a late author
fays, « Though dancing would now bé looked upon as
the highclt degree of profanation in a religious affembly,
yet it is certain, that dancing, confidered as an ex-
preffion of joy, is romore a profanation than finging,
or than fimply fpeaking; nor can it be thought in the
leaft more abfurd, that a chriftian fhould dance for joy
that Jefus Chrift is rifen from the dead, than that David '
danced before the ark when it was returned to him
after a long abfence.”” Encyclopzdia Britannica,
p. 661.

ki is indced frangc, that any perfons, who profefs
to regard the authority of holy writ, fhould venture to
condemni dancing altogether ;. feeing that it is freguently
mentioned in feripture as a natural and innocent man-
ney
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ner of exprefling our joy, and not fcldom as an at of
i’eligiou:; worfhip.

In Judges xi. 34, we are told, that Jeplithah, re-
turning from the {laughter of the Ammonites, was met by
his daughter and her compamons « with timbrels and
mth dances.”

1 Sam. xviii. 6, 7, informs us, that “the women
camc out of all the cities'of Ifracl, finging and dancivg,
with tabrets, with joy, and with inftruments of mufic:
and they anfwered onc another as they played and faid,
Saul hath flain his thoufands, and David his ten thou-
fands.”” It feems from this account, that they formed
themfclves into feparate choirs, or companies, and that
their motions in dancing were regulated by thc har-
mony of their mufic.

In 1 Kings i. 40, it is faid, at the coronation of
Solomon “all the people came up after him tripudiantes
ad tibias, i. ¢. dancing to flutes, as Robertfon, in his
Thefaurus Lingue Sandlz, renders the word o%rne,
and rcjoiced with great joy, fo that the earth rent with
the found of them,”

Exod. xv. 20, 21, relates, that *“Miriam the pro-
phetefs, the fifter of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand,
and all the women went out after her with timbrels
and with dances : and Miriam anfwered them, Sing ye
o Jehovah, for he hath triumphed glorioufly; the
horfc and the rider hath he thrown into the fca.”” This

ftory
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flory alfo favours the foregoing conjeQure. = May. we
not {uppofe, that Miriam and her company of women
formed themfelves into a feparate choir, and that their
Joyous motions were regulated by their mufic vocal,and
inftrumental, while they repeated the triumphant words
of the 211t verfe? ' .

Davidin Pfal. xxx. 11, fays, addrcﬂ'mg himfelf to
_]chowah “Thou haft turned my mourning into danc-
ing.””  InPfal. cxlix. g, it is faid, “ Let them pranfe
his name in the dance.” In Pfal. cl. 4, “Praife him
with the timbrel and dance.” And Pfal. Ixxxvii. 7,
is rendered by Buxtorf in his Hcbrew Lexicon, « Et
cantantes 2que ac tripudiantes; i. e. As well the fingers
as the dancers fhall be there.”. .

From thefe paflages we may certainly conclude,
1. That dancing was prattifed in the religious worfhip
of the Jewifh Church : and 2dly. That it was conneéted
with, and confcquently regulated by, mufic both vocal
and inftrumental.

And here I hope that I thall be excufed in
obferving; There are three verbs in the Hebrew
language, each of which is tranllated ¢ dance in our
Englilh Bible.

Firlt, =pn, rakad, which Buxtorf renders falire, fub-
filire, to lcap, to jump,ito fkip. Thisverb is ufed in
Plal. cxiv, 4, 6, where it is faid, “ The mountains
IKipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs.”  And

in
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in Pfal. xxix. 6, dcfcribing the awful cffe@s of lightning
and thunder, under the majeftic idca of ¢ the voice ot
Jchovah which maketh the cedars of Lebanon to fkip
like a calf, Lcbanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.”
And in its participial form in 1 Chron. xv. ag, *Michal,
the daughter of Saul, looking out at a window, faw king
David dancing and playing.”” And alfo in Lev. ii. a1.
Job xxi. 1. Ecclell iii. 4. Ifa. xiii. 91, Joel ii. 5.
Nahum iii. 2. .

edly, =1, charar: Robertfon, in his Thecfaurus
Linguz San&la, tells us, that this verb exprefles, paftus
faltavit, fatur exiliit ; 1. ¢. the joy and a&ivity of anis
mals well fed.  Itisfound but in two places of facred
fcripture. 2 Sam. vi. 14, * David danced before the
Lord with all his might; and Michal, Saul’s daughter, -
looked through a window, and faw king David lcaping
and dancing before the Lord.” And in Ifa. Ixvi. 20,
« And they fhall bring all yout brethren for an offering
unto the Lord, out of all nations, in cquls defultoriis,
on dancing ot prancing horlcs,”

gdly. %r, chalal. Buxtorf tells us, that this verb
fignifies, perforari, perfodi, to have a hole made through,
to be dug through; from which comes the fubftantive,
Yo, chalil, tibia, fiftula, a pipe, a flute; becaufe thefe
mufical inftruments were at firft made of recds bored ;
and alfo the fubftantive L, machul, chorus, a choir,
1. e. cztus tripudiantium feu ad numeros incedentium ;

s company of flutc-playcrs dancing to their mufic.
Concerning
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Concerning this word we may firft obferve, It is
hever ufed, as the two former verbs are, to exprefs the
joyous motions of brute animals ; but it is ¢onfined to
man. And 2dly. It expreffes the joyous-motions
rathet of a company than of an individual, acéom-
panied with, and regulated by mufic: Sothat in fatt,
it fignifies dancing praétifed as anart,  Scc Pfal. cxlix.
3. Pfali cl. 4. Jer. xxxi. 4, 13. Pfals xxx. 11,
Lam. v. 15. Exod. xxXii. 19. 1 Sam. xviii. 6. 1
Sam. xxx. 16. 1 Sam. xxi, 11. 1 Sam. xxix. v,
Judges %xi. 21. Exod. xv. 20. Judges xi. 34.

In the New Teftament dancing is mentioned but in
threc or four places, and as it were by the “by; yet
without any brand of cenfure. .

In Matt. xi. 17, and in its parallel place, Luke vii.
e, our Lord fays, © We have piped unto you, xa's o'x
opxnoasle and ye have not danced,” Matt. xiv. 6.
and its parallcl place, Mark vi. 22, informs us, * that
the daughter of Herodias &pxealo danced and pleafed
Herod.” And Luke xv. 25, mentions the return of
the prodigal fon celebratcd in his father's houfe with
mufic xa's xopiv and dancing.”” It is worth obferving,
the Greek fubftantive yepss comes from the Hebrew
verb +3 charar, falio, I leap, and has the very fame
mearting as the Hebrew fubftantive, »rm machul, catus
canentium et faltantium, a company of fingers and
dancers.

But there is a paffage in A&ts iii. 8, which I wifh to
be particularly noticed ; becaufe I really think, it m:u
B litates
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litates in favour of all that T have faid concerning
dancing as an innocent expreffion of joy, and even al-
Yowable, in fome circumftances, in rcligious worfhip.

The impotent man, who had never walked, being
miraculoufly endued with ftrength in his limbs by
Pcter, in the name of Jelus Chrift, leaped up from the
ground whereon he had lain, flood, and walked ; and
his loving gratcful hcart urging him publicly to ac-
knowledge the incftimable favour reccived, he entered
into the iemple with Peter and John not only walking,
butleaping and praifing Gol.”  Scc alfo, Adls xiv.
10.

The Greek verb aazopa falio, Ilcap or jump, from
which the participles aradu:vos lcaping, and efzrrcusos
leaping up, are formed, comes from thc Hebrew verb
%n, chalal, faltare, tripudiare, to leap, to dance, to {xip
along; and axaluass leaping, coincides in meaning with
the Hebrew participle moww, faliens, in 2 Sam. vi. 14,
which is tranflated dancing. It is the gefture of nature,
that fudden and great joy will always in fome meafure
-excite; efpecially in youth, who feel it both ealy and
pleafant to ufe violent exercife.* '

Scecondly :

* Doftor Coke, I am told, has been conlined to his chamber
for fome wecks, by an accident which greatly injured one of
his legs.  Although he has fo vehemently condemned dancing;

“yet, 1 prefume, the graveft perfon of his congregation would,
*on-1cading this ftory of the lame inan miraculoufly healed, at
leaft
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Seconpiy: Dancing may be confidered as an ar,
whereby we are taught a good carriage, a graceful jand
caly way of moving our limbs, and a genteel manner
of addrefs.

Children are taught to dancc for the purpofe of
giving to them a good carriage. What is called a
bad carriage is .ot only very awkward, and confequently
very injurious to the external appearance of a young
perfon; but it is alfo, generally, very hurtful to health.
Many children, particularly females, grow 15p de-
formed, through our inattention to their carriage in
very ecarly infancy. They conra@ ungraceful, awk-
ward habits of fitting, ftanding, and walking. Female
children, in general, are more delicae, ufe lefs exercile,
and grow falter than male children; and confequently,
are ‘more in danger of growing dcformed.  We may:
add hereunto, tyrant fathion confines them more in their
drefs: And yet it is of greater confequence to them as
individuals,and to mankind univerfally, that they fhould
enjoy good health, and poffefs all the graces of perfon
that their make and countenance will admit of It
cannot be an indifferent” matter to parents, whether
their children, efpecially daughters, are crooked or
ftraight in body and limbs; whether they are Rift and
awkward, or graceful and eafy in carriage and be-
haviour. We think it Jawful and right, if our circun-

leaft excufe the zcalous Dodtor, if, when he is perfebtly re-
ftored to the ufz of his limbs. he {hould enter into the New
Chapel, walking, and lLuprug, and praifing God.

B 2 ) ftances
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ftances can afford the expence, to have our ckiltien
“taught langnages, arts and fciences; mufic, pertaps,
vocal or inflrumental; and 1 know not that any pre-
cept can be jultly drawn from the chriflian religion
prohibiting us to have them taught to fit, ftand, walk
and bchave in a graceful aud cafy mamrer.  The man
called a dancing-mafter can teach thefe things foomer
and better than any other perfon: and the accom-
paniments of mufic both aflit and pleafe in giving and
receiving his inftrudlions.  But it may be objetied,
“This is teaching thew to dance ; and when thicy grow
up they will frequent balls and affemblics, and e thefe
places gratify all the vauity and luft of thetr heans,
throw away their moncy and time, form bad con-
nexions, and ruin themfelves probably both m  this
world and in another.”  To this objeétion 1 beg leave
to reply ; Ttis not truc in fad, that alt young pcople,
who have learned to dance, thus abufe this part-eof
their education.  Perhaps not one i ten is very fond
of the amufement, even of thofe whofe parents think it
ncither criminal nor dangerous that their children
fhould occafionally attend balls, aflemblies, &c.  Bat
when a child knows, that his parent puts him into the
hands of a dancing-mafter on/y that he may be taught
carriage and addrefs, the child, as well as the parent,
has this alone in view. If, when yvour fon grows up
to manhood, he unhappily becomes extravagamly fond
of dancing, he will purfue the amufement for fome time,
whether or no he was taught in his childhood; and
probably with greater cagernefs if he was not taught ;
tor novelty has a powerful eflctt on the human mind,

efpecially
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elpecially in our youth. ‘But fuch imprudent condu&,
is neither a natural nor a neceflary confequence of the
education that you have given him: Itis an abule of it.
And what part of education may not be abufed ? You
have had your child taught to read, and you wifh him
or her to contratt a fondnefs for reading. You are at
laft grazificd in your with. But the only books that your:
fon will read arc the loofcft novels and plays which he
can lay his hands on; or, thofe artful metaphyfical
treatifes which have been publifhed againft chriftianity
by men who were free thinkers, becaufe they would be
free livers. You have had your child taught mulfic;
and he is now {o vain of his {kill in playing on the
violin, running over the keys of the harplichord, or’
blowing the {lute, that he fpends a _great deal mpre
time and moncy in mufical gntcrtaipments thap
either his fortune, or his bufinefs, can fupport and per-
mit. Perhaps allo, he has got connetted with fome
artful mufical lady, who charms him by her voice and
fkill in playing. Was it wrong to have had thefe
young perfons taught reading or mufic in their child-
hood, becaufle they now make fo bad a ufc of the cdu.’
cation that they then reccived ? Surely no.  We muft
learn to diftinguifh ‘between the right ufe, and the abufe
of things, or we fhall ever be guilty of ridiculous mjf-
takes whep we fet yp for cafyifls or lawgivers,

Mr. J. Wefley, many years back, made rules con-
cerning tea, tobacco, drams, drefs, &c. which he found,
by experience, too minute apd too frivolous to be exe-

cuted with rigour: “Bruta fulmina et vana.” He
B3 therefore
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therefore rather recommended, than enforced his rules,
But he never ventured to make any rule or law con.
cerning dancing: That bufinefs remained for his wifer
and more zealous fucceflors to accomplith. If I am
not wrongly infarmed, he faid more than once, not
only in familics, but alfo in meeting the married wo-
men in London, “ have no objcélion againft your
daughters being taught carriage, addrels, and even to
dance a minuet; but you muft be careful refpcéling the
company into which they go.” Apd I believe it is
well-known, that when it was in contemplation what .
kind of a mafter fhould be employed to give the boys
of Kingfwood School an outward polifh, Mr. Welley
declared, that he had no ,objeftion againft a dancing-
matfter, if fuch a chara@er could be engaged under cere
tain regulations, without giving offence to the ferious
people of the neighbourhood, '

If any perfons in connexian with the people called
Methodifts encourage and fupport the expence of their
children in Frequenting balls, affemblies, &c. of which
1 {uppofe nonc among us arc guilty, I fhould conclude,
that the prcachers in conference did their duty in re-
folving to fpeak both in privatc, and in public if ne-’
ceffary, againft fuch an cvil ; which is certainly a mora
prudent and chriftian way of rcforming mankind, than
thundering out rules, or laws of exclufion from
the connexion. The natural tendency of fuch rules
is, efoecially when they are concerning things of an in-
different or doubtful nature in morals, rather to give
cffence than to do good. While the religion of the

heart
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heart is preached and pra&tifed among us;—while. oug
preachers are men of piety, chriftian zeal and pru«
dence ;—while the do&trines of Jefus our Saviour, and
the life of Jefus our patiern, are inculcated upon us;
we fhall hardly be troubled with perfons in our con-
nexion who notorioufly dewate from 1he clmﬂlan
charafler..

Almoft cvery revival “of religion has been diftin2
guifhed by fome abfurd, narrow, fuperftitious laws or
rules, by which miftaken zcal has attempted to explair
" and enforce the excellent general precepts of God’s
word. Human refinements on God’s commands will
always lcad to fuperftition, and produce cenforiouf3
nefs; which are diredt oppofites to the enlightened
charity of the chriftianreligion.  This obfervation has
been ten thoufand times verified by chriftian cominu-
nitics under diffcrent names, who, forgetting the reZ
buke that our Mafter gave in the days of his taberl
nacling among us, have taught for divine “doétrines
thc commandments of men.” * Let us avoid the rod\
that others have fplit upon. Let us confels by our
condué thatthe holy feriptyres wang not fuch com-
ments. Its precepts aretherefore gencral, becaule the
fituations and. circumftances of individuals are fo va-
rious, that in many cales no man can fo well point
out the path of duty for another, as that other may
for himfelf ; for no other man can be fo perfecily ac-
quainted with all the circumitances of his fituation.

But it is certain, the prefent gencration in  this
land is wifer and more moderate in thefe things than
B4 fome
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fome former were. * Neither the prefent national chyrch
of England, nor the prefent national church of Scot-
land execute, or even attempt to defend, all their
canons, or kirk-laws. The women among the people
called Quakers have almoft univerfally laid afide the
green apron, and neither men nor women are fo exatt
in the cut of their clothes, nor in the fize or fhape of
their hats, as they were but half a ceptury ago. And
even among the people called Methodifts fnuff is taken,
tobacco is fmoked, tca is drank, ruffles mare than an
jnch broad have heen commonly warn, till within the
1aft two years, happily for our young people, they are
gone out of fathion: Andyet we have wifcly abftained
from denoyncing our anathemas,

But whatis worft ofall; fome, I fear, of our oldef}
and beft “preachers are fometimes found with fuch a
pinch of fnuff in their fingers as would make me
fnceze for half an hoyr; or, with a pipe of tobagcca be-
tween their broken teeth, which would fend me ta bed
fick apd lighthcaded : and, morcover, if I am not
wrongly informed, fome great men.among us drink
their brandy and watcr fo ftrong as would make me,
who am nearfjghted, {ee double; and others can fwal,
low down a whole pint of porter, which would really
fet me fo faft aflcep that I fhould not fce atall, And
yet thefe are {uffered to preach ufcful fermons among
us, although guilty of fuch peccadillos.* ‘
% The author of thcfe Thoughts docs not take tobaccp in any
way, nprdid he pever diink a glafs of raw fpirits: But he does

naqt
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But to conclude quite ferioufly: you will obferve,
brethren, 1 do not mean by any thing that I have faid
to encourage or defend the pradtice of frequenting
balls, affemblics, &c. I know, from the experience' of
my youth, how dangerous fuch entertainments are for
young minds. ButI know alfo from experience, that
boys and girls under thirteen or fourteen years of age,
may be taught by a dancing-mafter carriage, addrefs,
&c. in their feparate fchools, and may practice apart
for the fake of health and amufement, without being
affailed or injured by thofe temptations, which perhaps
attack young men and women in mixed dances. I
will moreoverfobferve, thofe young people who have not
had this tuition in their childhood, being fenfible as
they grow up to manhood of their awkwardnefs in car-
riage, or addrefs, if they are in whatis called genteel life,
they will generally procure for themfelves inftru€tion
inone of thofe dancing fchools for grown perfons, where
their morals are in the greateft danger from the mixed
and low company with which they there blend. Many
parents likewife, who are not only good friends to the
Methodifts, but alfo in our connexion, being neither
convinced nor foftened by the knockdown argument
of a threatened exclyfion, will perfift in having their

not therefore prefume to prefcribe to, or condemn others s
much lefs would he confider fuch abftinences as terms of chrif-
tian communion. We may take the liberty of advifing our
chriftian brethren concerning many things which appear to us
dangerous refpcfting health or morals; but we fhould beware of
condemning : nor fhould we make any thing a term of chriftian
coinmunion, but whatis plainly exprefled as fuch in God's
word,

children
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children taught by a dancing-mafter carriage, addrefs,
&ec. )

With regard to {choolmafters and fchoolmiftrefles in
the Methodift connexion, they are indecd in a fingu-
lar predicament.  The few of whom I have any know-
ledge have not a third, perhaps not a fourth part of their
fcholars, from among the pecople called Methodifts.
Probably, if each was individually queftioned, the fum
of their anfwers would nearly correfpond with mine.
I have employed a dancing-mafter in my fchool almolft
from its commencement, whiclits now more than twenty-
two ycars. On a’ferious, and as impartial a review of
the affair as I can now take, I fee nothing culpable in
countenancing this branch of education, under proper
reftriftions. My experience among boys convinces
mc, that moft of children, whofc parents can introduce
them into genteel lifc, want a polith with regard to
carriage and addrels, whicha dancing-mafter can give
them fooner and-better than any other perfon.  Parents
who can afford the expence, require their children to
be taught.  Young perfons who have been taught car-
riage and addrefs in their childhood, and who do not
now frequent balls, affemblies, &c. arc certainly bene-
fitted,and not at all injured in their morals, by the
education that they then received.  Of the many who
have been under the tuition of a dancing-mafter in my
houfe, I do not know that even one has abufcd this
part of his youthful cducation, by throwing away his
money and time in frequenting places of public amufe-
ment for the purpofe of dancing; although many, I

fcar,
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fear, have grcatly injured both theirr mind and Lh;eir
health, by reading lewd and profanc books. . Andtwo

ar three, who were not taught dancing while children in,
my houfe, now acknowledge, that they procured that.
infiru@tion for themfelves, in- their apprenticethip, at a,
confiderable expence, and with no fmall injury to their,

mind and morals..
" But to eonclude, by reprefenting the matter as faitha
fully, and in as few words as I poflibly can, .

1. Dancing viewed as gcfures of nature, expreflive

of our paffions, muft be as innocent, abftraéledly coa

fidered, as laughing, crying, talking, or walking. It is-

right or wrong, wile or foolifh, according to the paf-
fion that excites it, and according to the age and cha-
raler of the perfon who praétifes it. I flould never
reproach a child, or a young perfon, with either fin or
folly, who jumped for joy, as we commonly exprefs it,
on receiving a favour, or hearing good news. Nor

fhould I be more forward to condemn religious jump- v

ers, feveral of whom I have heard or read concerning
within thefe thirty years, than religious cryers-out, fome
of whom I have known. The fatt is, nature will fome-
times break through all the reftraints of what we call
human prudence and decorum, and yet no fin is con-.
mitted. In fome calfes, perhaps the paroxifm is as
juflifiable as the dancing of' the royal Pfalmift before
the ark,

2. Dancng

e A e B
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. Dancing is frequently mentioned in fcripture as
an innocent expreflion of joy ;—is recorded there as an
eftablifhed mode of religious worfhip among the Jews ;
—was praflifed cven by fome of the firft converts to
chriftianity ; A&s iii. 8. Ads xiv. 10. and has been
pradtifed, according to hiftory, hoth by individuals,
and chriftian congregations, on certain occafions. It
feems, indeed, to be fo nearly allied to mufie, both
vocal and inftrumental, that the arguments which are
fufficient to juftify the prattice of the latter, will alfo.
juftify the prattice of the former. And, if the great
and frequent abufe of mufic, is not an argument weighty
enough to prohibit altogether the ufc of it, even in res.
ligious worfhip ; neither is the grcat and frequent
abufc of dancing an argument {ufliciently weighty, to
condemn dancing of cvery kind.

o

3. There can be no fin in having children taught
an ercét carriage, a graceful and eafy way of moving
their limbs, and a genteel manner of addrefls.  If the
man called a dancing-mafter can teach them thefe
things fooner and better than any other perfon, he is
the moft proper man to be employcd on the occafion ;
and, if experience aflures us, that mulic greatly.amﬁs
both in giving and recciving his inftruélions, the ufe
of mufic cannot be prohibited, unlefs it can be proved
that the ftudy and prattice of mufic is in itfelf finful.
The expediency of having children thus taught appears
in their carriage and behaviour, and often in the degree.
of health and vigour which they enjoy :  And the poffi-
bility of ditinguifhing and feparating, both in theory

and
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and pratice, between the ufefulnefs and the abufe of
this part of education is, I think, as eafy and as mani-
feft, as in any other branch of neceflary or ornamental
education that can be menttoned.

I therefore fincerely wifh, thatour brethren in con
ference had not taken up the fubjeét; or, atleaft,
that they had not ventured to determine fo decifively
and fo authoritatively concerning it. And I fhall be
extremely forry, if any of them attempt to execute
their rule with rigour: on my own dccount, ds, I
ncither wifh to quarrel with them, nor to withdraw

from them ;* and alfo on account of the credit of their
charaéler,

* This was written when I fuppofed that I fhould have had an
opportunity of exprefling my thoughts on this fubjet in a cer-
tain meeting of preachers, which I find was held the gth inft.
But three or four gentlemen, in the plenitude of their power,
thought fit, amonth before, to preclude me from that affembty,
unlefs I chofc to be an intruder. If they at confiftently, they
" will alfo drop the names of half a dozen fchoolmafters and fchool-
mifltrefles in London and its vicinities; and of two or threce-
fcore of the wealthieft families in the Methodift connexion, for
the fame atrocious crime ; mam:ly, having their children and
{cholars taught carriage and addrefs by a dancing mafter. But
I hope thele will have paticnce and refolution to bear with
fuch trcatment, confidering it as the fruit of fuperftitious zeal,
" And as a check for the impetuolity of thefe brethren, I wifh
them to remember, They have not now the intluence and power

of Mr. Wefley to fcreen their imprudencics, although they may |

think that they fland in his Mhoes :—they are not ftationed here
for life ; and their acceptablenc(s to, and ufefulnefs among their
hearers, will more than ever be commen{urable with their picty

and talents, their patience and prudence :—they will find it
much

-
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chara8er, the fuccefs of their labours, and the peace of
“the connexion. I wifh them to kcep at a diftance as
well from fuperftition as from fin ;—to fpend their
zeal and their ftrength on the weightier matters of

God’s law ;—and to evidence by the whole of their

miniflry and proceedings, that they have paffed their

novitiate ftate both in the fchool, of Chrift, and in

the world.

« o

much eafier to fcatter than to gather, to pronounce their fat
than to carry their point. M. D. by the help of God, will con-
tinuca fricnd to, and an occafional preacher in, that religious
conncxion, in which he was an itincrant labourér before the
-names of thele gentlemen were known 3 becaufc he prefers the
caufe of God and truth to every other contideration ;—becaufe
his mind is particularly attatched to chriftian friends, with fome
of whom he has joined in holy, happyv worthip for more than
thirty-fve years :==and becaule, he as fincerely defires to # pre-
ferve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” as he is
determined to ¢ fland faft inthe liberty wherewith Chrift hath
madc us fice.” /
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