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' AN ’

ANSWER, &c.

B ’ABOUT fixty years ago God raifed up
Mr. Welley and others, to call finners to
repentance. In doing this they cried aloud,
not only againft grofs and flagrant wicked-
nefs; but alfo againft the vain and fafhion-
able Amufements, which were fo eagerly
followed by all ordersand degrees of pevple.

~* In a fhort time they faw their labours.
crowned with abupdant {uccefs: multitudes

©  being convinced of the evil of their doingss
turned from fin and folly unte the living
God. | -
+» Thefe defiring farther affiftance in work-
ing out their falvation, united together ‘in
what we call Societies, and defired Mr.
Wefley, and his felow-labourers, to watch
over, and inftruf them in running the race’
fo lately fet before them. This requeft was'
readily complied with: wheg partly by fer-
o - Aa | mons
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mons and exbortations, and partly by vari-
ous wrinngs, we endeavoured with all our
might, not only to guard them agamﬁ
what all men allow to be finful; but alfo
againft fuch inftances of conformity to the
world, which too many deem pcrfe&ly in-
nocent.

In lefs then twenty years the number of
thefe Societies was vaftly increafed. And
as the members thereof ufed all diligence in
bufinefs, together with all frugality, they
greatly increafed in wealth : fo that many
who at firft had but fmall beginnings, in a
hort time grew confiderably opulent. One
confequence of this was, as their families

increafed, and their children grew up, they . k

endeavoured that thefe might have a bet-
ter education than fome of themfelves had
experienced.

To this end they fent them to religious
boarding-{chools ; and urged as one reafon
for fo doing, that they would be lefs in the
way of bufinefs, lefs liable to be corrupted
by irreligious fervants they were often obli-
ged to keep; and becaufe, at fuch fchools,
they would be taught whatever was necef-
fary to make them ufeful members of fo

ciety;
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ciety; while their religious principles and
morals would be effe€tually preferved.

* In a courfe of years, many of the parents
becoming perfons of confiderable property,
were not content that their children fhould: -
be taught ufeful knowledge only, but defiredt
that they might learn fomething entertain~'
ing. And as mufic has always been looked:
on'in this light, by the generality of wife and
boly men, and has not only been ufed’ in?
the Church on earth, but is reprefented. as a-
very particular part- of the employment of

, Heaven; we did not obje to the Methodift-

children learning it: fuppofe it was of that
fort which might be ufed in the fervice, and-
to the glory of God. o
*The children being at boarding-fchools,
and many of them under the hands of mu-
fic-mafters, what followed but that thele"
young Methodift-quality muft drefs like the
other young gentlemen and ladies (for all”
are gentlemen and ladies in a boarding-
fchool!) ' On feeing this, good Mr. Welley
took the alarm ; and firongly, and in every
poffible way, cautioned the people againtt -
conforming to the fafhions of the worlds
and, in particular, not to drefs cither them~
felves or their children in a- manner unbe-’
coming pecfons profeffing godlinefs,

’ A g , In
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> In procefs of time the fcandal of the
crofs ina good meafure ceafed; on which.
many worldly people withed to have their -
children brought up in Methodift-fchools=
only they faid, they mu/? be taught to danee.
For many years all our fchool-mafters, ande
fchool-miftrefles, rejefted this propofal as.
abfolutely inadmiffible, and would by no’
means receive a fingle {cholar on any fuch
teims: and, to their honour be it fpoken,
many rejeéled it to the end; chufing rather:
to give up the bufinefs than to follow it at
the expence of a good "confcience, or con-
trary to the rules of the: Seciety. But all

_were mot thus minded: for firlt one, and

then another, rather than lofe opportunities.
af ‘enlarging their {chools, were prevailed

_on to teach dancing: by which means many-

of our people who abounded in wealth, and
were, fometimes, lefs eminent in religion, fuf-
fered their children to learn te dance.

- Mr. Weliey feeing the dangerous ten-
dency of this evil, and that it gained ground:
apace, in 1785, propofed itas a point worthy
the attention of Conference; when, after
mature confideration, it was. condemned.
But that not proving effeGual, to put a ftop,
to this and other inftances of worldly con-

formity,

L
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formity, he preached and wrote againfTit -
~~ more than ever; and'almoft with his dying:
breath cryed out, *Be not conformed to:
this worldy but be ye transformed: by the:
renewing of your mind, &c.” _
4 But notwithftanding thefe endeavours to:
prevent it, many inftances of worldly con-
formity gained ground, and, among the reft,
feveral of our fchools continued to employ-
dancing-maflers; and others began to do-
the fame who had not done it before: This-
alarming the Preachers who were the fuc~
ceffors of Mr. Wefley, when they met toge~
therin' Conference, laft July, after deeply de-
ploring the lofs.of him who had fo long been
at their head, and confidering; that the care
of this great body of people:now devolved
on them; with much prayer to-God for his:
affitance; they fet their fhoulders to the-
burdén, and determined. to do all in their
power to guard and help ‘the people now
committed-to-their care.

In order to.this. end, among many other:
important queftions they propofed the fol-
lowing+ ’ "

~ *«Queft. g2, Have we not made too great
«advances. towards conformity to the world®
« Anfw. We fear we have.
‘ “Queft.

]
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, *“Quelt. 33. How fhall we prevent it?
« Anfw. Thofe fchool-mafters and {chool-
“miftrefles who receive dancing-mafters
“into their fchools, and thofe parents who
“employ dancing-mafters for their chil-

_¢¢dren, fhall be no more members of our

s Societies.””

‘When this rule was made known in Lon-
don, my old friend and; fellow-labourer,
Mr. M. Davis refufed his compliance: in
confequence of which, his name was left out:
of the lift of preachers. On feeing this he -
publithed. his defence in-d pamphlet intitled,
* Thoughts on Dancing, occafioned by fome:
«]ate Tranfaftions among the people called
“ Methodifts.” ‘

+ As Mr. Davis feems to have fully exerted:
himfelf on the occafion, and as many of our
young people are too well prepared: to re-.
ceive do&trines of this kind; either his tract
muft be anfwered, or elfe we muft abrogate:
our rules on this fubje&, and. fo let dancing,
and all its confequences, overflow. us like

" a flood.

It is, therefore; partly'from conviition,
and partly at the requeft of feveral very
materially concerned, that I undertake this

~ work; which I hope to execute to the

futisfa&ion
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fatisfaltion of every impartial reader, and
at the fame time, witheut giving any ad-
ditional offence, even to Mr. Davis himfelf,
“ Page 4. Mr.Davis fays, “When I readthis
«“anfwer I was both furprized and grieved ;
“becaufe I confidered it rather calcu]ated
“to give offence, and ftir up ftrife, than to
“correft a fault.” To this I anfwer; Itis
impoffible it fhould give much offence to
.2 body of people, who, in general, hold
dancing, and all other vain amufements, in
an abomination: fo far from it, that I be-
lieve nine hundred and ninety-nine out of
every thoufand, will rejoice that the imme-
- diate fucceffors of Mr. Wefley have fuch
zeal for God, as determines them to nip
fuch evils in the bud; although, by fo
_ doing, a few of the moft wealthy among us
may take offence. But fuppofe it offended
a far greater number, is that a fufficient rea-
fon why thofe who have the care of fuch a
body of people fhould fuffer the follies of
the world to fteal in among them? Things
offenfive to individuals have always been
executed in the Church of God; and fo
they mult be to the end, or truth, purity,

. and good order will not be preferved.
ik,
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Ibid. Mr. Davis adds, * I hoped this rule
“or law, like fome others concerning drefs,

" *tobacco, &c. made by Mr. Wefley fome

-

*years ago, would fleep refpefting execu-
“tion, and confequently, might be confi-

* *dered as merely expreflive of the private

“opinion of the framers.”” Rules, and lawss
merely expreffive of private opinions! Was
it ever heard of before that rules were made,
and laws enafted, only to exprefs private
opinions? When Mr. Davis gives his pri-
vate opinion he fays, I think, or I believe fo
or fo; but when he makes a law, he fays, it
fhall, or it fhall not be done. ‘Now this is
the way that the law againft dancing is ex-
prefled, “Let none that employ dancing-
“mafers remain among us.”

But Mr. Davis ¢ hoped that this rule or
“law would fleep like fome others con-
“cerning drefs, tobacco; &c.”” With re-
gard to the rule againft drefs, this has not
é]togcther flept; for Mr. Wefley always put
it in force in what we call the Band-Society,
for which it was principally intended. And
as to tobacco, Mr. Davis knows this was
prohibited under the following reftrition,
¢ Unlefs prefcribed by a phyfician.” Now,
as to many who made ufe of tobacco, it

' . " was



| (n )y |
was prelcribed by a phyfician, or fome othér
medical-man, or elfe by the advice of a
frien dwho had found it ufeful in flatu-
lencies, defluctions, &c.

But fuppofe fome have taken it up as an

~ufelefs habit, there is no comparifon be-
tween conniving at a pipe of tobacco, and
fuffering dancing, with all its confequences,
to fteal in upon us: for he muft be won-
derfully fhort-fighted, or elfe very partial
to his own intereft, who fees no more dan-
‘ger in permitting fiddling and dancing to
be praétifed among a religious body of peo-
ple, than even in fuffering a young woman
to wear a fine cap, or an old man to fmoak
a pipe of tobacco.
Page 5. Mr. Davis fays, ®*Nov. 2. 1
* called on Mr. James Rogers at the Cha-
« pel-houfe, and afked him whether it was
“meant to drop the fubje&t of daacing, ar

“to bring it on next quarterly-meeting—

*told him jocofely, that L intended to fpeak
. «tq the point; and added, our law ought
“net to condemn any man before he is
- *heard, and we confider what he faith. To
*which he replied, The Preachers in Lon-

#don cannot alter a rule of Conferenge:’

= confequently, faying any thing among
¢t them
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wthem will anfwer no end.”” U ndoubtedly

- Mr. R. was right;; for the Conference were

the framers of the law, and the Preachers
in their feveral diftrifls, were only the exe-
cutioners thereof: therefore, asit would be
abfurd for a criminal to offer to difpute 2
law before an inferior magiftrate, whofe
only bufinefs is to putit into execution ; fo

it was equally abfurd in Mir. Davis to make

fuch a propofal to Mr Rogers, whofe only .
bufinefs in this cafe is, to execute, not to
mend the-law, or to difpence with it.

Ibid. Mr. Davis fays “Iam forry thusto
«he dragged into a public controverfy by
«men with whom I hoped to live in the
«moft cordial friendthip, my few remaining -

~ eidays.” And, what hinders but that he

may? As for my past, I have long viewed -
Mr. Davis as afenfible and honeft man, and
only lament that his'fituation in life has led '
him into fo great an error; therefore, fo_far

as I am concerned, I have not the leaft in-

clination to treat him withthe fmalleft degree
of difrefpe@, or any way contraiy to bro- )
therly love: and as to my brethren, though
they think it their duty to enforce a rule,

‘made in fo folemn a manner, I hope not

onie of them will entertain any difguft againft
‘ \ . B him,
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him any farther than the bufinefs in hand
requiress

Page 7. Mr. Davis, fpeakmg of Mr.
Wefley, fays, “I will venture to affert,
«from his well-known difcernment and con-
< fummate prudence, that he ranked dancing
«among the res indifferentiz, refpeing re-
“ligion; innocent or finful, according to
“the mind arfd circumftances of the perfons
«praflifing.” Thisisimpoffible. Forhad -
this-been the cafe, how came he to make an
exprefs rule againft it, and publifh it to all
the world? Befides, if he had looked upon
‘dancing in that light, he would have made
an exception in favour of it in his cenfures
on the other vain amufements of the world,
which certainly he never did: fo far from
it, that I have more than once heard him
fay, “Mufic and gardéning are the only
innocent diverfions;” but not a word in
favour of dancing.

Page 9. Mr. Davis fays, “None, I hope,
“will fet themfelves up for judges, until
“they have with candour made themfelves.
“acquainted with the nature of the difpute.” .
This certainly is right. But Iam very appre-
henfive that the greateft part of the people
called Mcthodxﬁs, think themfelves fo per-

B feéily
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. fc&ly informed concerning the folly, and
evil tendency of dancing, that they will

hardly come to Mr. Davis, or any other,

for more perfe&t information; but if any
fhould think otherwife, and fo read his
book, with a defign to be better inftru&ted
in the doétrine of dancing, doubtlefs they
ought to do it with candour. o
. Ibid. Mr. Davis fays farther, *I fincercly
“pray, that none may indulge a refentful or
“ cenforious fpirit, whatever the refult of
“this enquiry be.” 1 anfwer; though I
fincerely wifh his prayer may be heard, vet
I fear thoufunds will feel fuch refentment,
at the thought of an old Preacher, employ-
, ing fo much good fenfe and learning in be-
half of dancing, as will awaken their holy
indignation to a very high degree.
© Again he fays, “I have only confulted

“my DBible, human-nature, and my own -

“fitvation in life, in revolving the fubje&
“inmy mind.”” Itis certain he has con-
" fulted his Bible; and fo have many otlers

on a great variety of occafions equally as’

¢blurd as the do€trine of dancing. “Again,

» hic fays he has confulied “human-nature ;>*
I fear ke has not confulted the whole of it
011 ;his occalion. For had he donc this,
- he

T S ——
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he would have found that there is a fpirit
in man which is in a fallen condition, and
then have looked out for fomething to raife
‘and heal it, which would prove far more
effeftual than dancing: he adds, I bave
confulted “my own fituation in life.” I
verily believe, if it had not been for this,
Mr. Davis had never confulted his Bible
or human-nature on dancing. But if he
. had confulted his Bible only on this head,
be would have found there that a family may
be fupported without the help of a dancing-
mafter; for he would have found that the
blefling of the: Lord it maketh rich," Prov.
x. 22, He would have found that the Lord
will give grace and glory, and no good
thing will he withhold from them that walk
uprightly,” Pfal. xxxiv. 11. and that if we
feck-firft the kingdom of God and his righ-
tecoufnels, all thefe things fhall be added
~unto us, Matt. vi. 33.

Having made fuch obfervations on his
preface as I thougit neceflary, I procced
to the moft material part of his work, viz.
to confider- his arguments in fupport of
dancing. But before we do this, we mult
confider what we mean by dancing. And
there is the more need of this becaufe danc-

' B2 ing
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ing has not always been the fame in all
places.

According toall accounts, dancing among
the ancient Jews, and others was for many
ages quite inartificial ; confifting of {kip-
ping, leaping and jumping, and a great
variety of other gambols: hence Mr. Davis
himfelf tells us, page 15, that the Hebrew
verb ", raked, is rendered by Buxtorf,
_falire, fubfalire, to leap, to jump, to fkip.
But as this is not the dancing intended in
the prefent difpute, it is nothlng to the .
. purpofe.

The dancing now under confideration I
call, A praftical Science, the end of which
is either emolument, or elfe vain and idle
amufement. '

And, firft, I call it a Science; bccaufe it
is a theory confifting of a number of rules,
arranged in a regular order. Secondly,
I call it a praflical fcience, becaufe its
theory is not intended to be a matter of
mere fpeculation; but rather confifts of
rules’ which are to be put into praflice.
Thirdly, I faid, the end of which is either
emolument or amufement: it is emolument
in thofe who dance for hire, either in pub-
lic or private, as well as in all who make a

- livelihood
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livelihood thereof by teaching it: butthe ge-
neraldefign ofitismereamnufement. Fourth-
ly, I call it vain amufement ; becaule it does.
not anfwer the end. Amufement is ncarly.
the fame as diverfron. Now diverfion,
properly fpeaking, is intended to relieve
the body or mind from the feverity of too
intenfe labours ; that after this relief we may
refume our labour with greater advantage:
But dancing will not do. this; for it rather
fatigues and diilipates our powers, than re-.
vives and ftrengthens them; hence it is that
however unfit for labour perfons have been:
before dancing, they have been abundantly
more fo after it.  Again, 1 called it an idle
amulement; becaufe it originates in idle-.
efs, and is generally followed. by idle per-
fons. Thofe who-are quite intent on ufe—
ful labouurs, either of the-body or mind, have-
lule- inclination for dancing; of confe-
gence are feldom, ifever, exercifed therc-
in.. Sccondly, it is generally followed by
idle-perfons. The perfons moft additied to
dance are-either fuch as think they bhave
litle or nothing, elfe to-do, or. elle fuch as:
know they have bufinefs, but are too idle to.
doit. Now itis ¢tbis dancing, and.this only,
which is the fubje@ of our prefent difpute.
B3 Page:
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Page 11. Mr. Davis fays, * Dancing, fo
“far as we mean to take it under con-
“fideration, may be viewed, I. As a naturak
“manner of exprefling our joy.” I anf-

s wer, It is not {o natural a manner of ex-
preffing it, but that there may be dancing
when there is no joy exprefled; noris it fo-
natural but that there may be joy expreffed
v-hen there is no dancing.

And, firlt, Itis not fo natural but that
there may be dancing when there is no joy:
exprefled. Inidea,thejoywhich is exprefled
muft be prior to the expreffion of it, as that
joy is the foundation on which the ex-
preflion: is built, or the fource from whence-
it flows, Now I afk, is it becaufe dancers.
have caufe to rejoice; and therefore do.
altually rejoice, that they go to. dance; in
order to exprefs that joy? Do they not
rather dance without any prior joy exciting,
them to it> Do they not dance in general.
merely for the fake of dancing, while their
heartsare as far from.rejoicingas the heart of
an oak? Nay, dothey not frequently dance
in order to footh their forrows, to banifh.
their fears, and to drive convi&tion quite:
-away ? Itis certain, then, that perfons may.

dance
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dance when no joy is the: caufe of it, or cam

be exprefled. thercby
Secondly, It is not fo natuml but that
there may be joy, and every proper expref~
fion of it without dancing, When.our Lord.
rejoiced in fpirit; Luke x. 21. doubtlefs.
he properly exprefled it; but did he dance
in. order to that end ?* So when the Virgin
Mary faid, My fpirit hath: rejoiced in God:
my Saviour, the expreffeditin a very ¢ na-.
tural manner,” yet we have no account of
her dancing. ~ Again, Weare told, Afts v.
41. That Peter and John went away from.
the council, rejoicing that they were count-.
ed worthy to fuffer fhame for' the name of
Chrift; but it is not faid: that they. danced:
in.order to a full and proper expreffion of"
“it.  St. Paul fiith, Phit. iv.. 10. I rejoice-
in the Lord greatly ; but he gives no ac-
count in. what manner he danced to exprefs.
_it!. Heb. x. 34 tells us. that the- Hebrew-.
Chriftians took joyfully the fpoiling of their.
goods: and no doubt but they exprefled
their joy in a very natural and becoming:
manner, though we have no.account of
their dancings Once more; when St. Paul
faid, Phil.. iv. 4. Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways, he hardly expeted'the Philippians to.
ot dance
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-dance always in order to exprefs it in the
moft “natural manner.”

. Befides; there hav e been mnumerable in-
ftances of rejoicings, on a great variety of
eccafions, which have been very fully. ex-
prefled, without fo much as a fingle thought
of dancing; therefore joy may be expreflfed
in a very natural manner without the help
of dancing.

. Ibid. Mr. Davis fays farther, « Dancmg
«confidered as.geftures ofnature, excited by
“pleafure, efpecially ‘in youth, who-are al-
“scways greatly difpofed for aftion; is as na-
“tural, and as innocent, abftrattedly con-.
«fidered, asfmiling, laughing, or any other
~ “manner of exprelling our joy. This kind
“of dancing always has, and always will be
“prattifed by human beings on certain -oc-
““cafions.” Fromthis account, compared,
with the following pages, we learn,. that by.
geﬁurea of nature, Mr. Davis means, leap-
ing, {kipping, jumping, &c. But this is not
the dancing prohibited by Mr. Wefley and
the_Conference. - It never entered inta
their thoughts to forbid thefe either to chil-
dren or. grown perfons, fuppofe they were
done with decency, and when they were any.
way neceﬂ'ar) But. thc dancing which we
© forbid,,

\
s



L (m )
forbid, and which Mr. Duavis has here -
undertaken to defend, is that Scientific
Dancing, which is in common ufe, and
. which is taught by our dancing-mafters.

-All, therefore, that he has faid concerning
geftures of naeure, excited by pleafure, and
-expreffive of joy, ferves only to puzzle the
queftion, and to hide the true flate of it
from his readers. ,

Again, If this dancing which confifts of
leaping, jumping, and fkipping, are geftures,
of nature, and are as natural to us as fmiling,
Taughing, &¢. and if “our firft exertioms

“in this wayare generally asunpremeditated,
““as laughing, crying, &c.” what need of a
“dancing-mafier to teach it? Surely, -in this
cafe, a dancing-mafter, that is, a leaping-
mafter, a jumping-mafter, or a fkipping-
maller, is as abfurd and needlefs as a fmiling-
mafter, a laughing-mafter, or a crymg~
matfter.
Page 12. « Children when gtcadypleafed
- “or greatly angered, as naturally dance as
“they laugh or cry.”” Do they naturally
dance minuets, jigs, hornpipes and country-
dances? And if they do it fo naturally;
what need of the trouble and expence of a, -
matter to teach them? Again, if Childrert
“when
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when greatly angered-—naturally dance,"
is the dancing which js the natural effeét.
-of that anger, a natural marnner of expreﬂing
their joy ! / :

Ibid. «If the joy be umocent, our out-
-““ward expreflion of it by dancing can have
“no more guilt in it than there is in a joy-
-“ful countenance,.or.a joyful tongue.”. I
anfwer; multitudes, whofe joy was uns
“queftionably innocent, fhewed it both by a-
Joyful countenance, and a joyful tongue,
- .yet never fhewed it by artificial dancing:
.witnefs Chrift and his’ Apo{’elcs*and mynad;
Dbefides. *

'But “David, we are told ing Sam Via
# 14»415» Jeaped: -apd danced .before the
« Lord :with glt his might.”> True; but ip
what mannerdjd he dance ? cert'ginlg not in.
that. way now under confideration. For
Mr. Davis himfgif tells.us ‘that ¢ There are
“three verbs in the Hebrew language, éach
“of which is tranflated to dance in our En-
«glifh Bible,” The firft of which is <
“trakad, which Buxtorf renders falire fub-
« falire, to leap, to jump to fkip. _‘This verb
“is ufed in Pfal. cxiv. 4, 6, where it is.
9 f2id the mountains {kipped like rams, and
¢ the.little hills like lambs.. And in Pfal.

- : | “ XXX,
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sxxix.” 6. defcribing the awful effc@s of .
“Jightning and thunder, under the majeftic
“idea of the voice of Jehovah which maketh
«the cedars of Lebanon to {Lip like a calf, -
<« Lebanon and Sirion like.a,young unicorn.
« And in its participial form in 1 Chron.
“xv. 29. Michal, the daughter of Saul,
““looking out at a window, faw king David
“tlancing and playing.” I have quoted this
paffage atlarge becaufe it gives us the opi-
nion, not only of the great Buxtorf; but
aHo of Mr. Davis him{elf.

- Now according to both thefe authors, the

dancing of David before the ark confifted
only of leaping, jumping and fkipping: of
{kipping like rams and young lambs: of -
fkipping like a ¢alf and a' young unicorn;
_ ‘and therefore it is nothing. to the prefent -
purpofe, feeing it bears no refemblance to
the dancing taught in our {chools, which js:
prohibited by the Methodifts.

~ And that the dancing of David was of the
fort mentioned above, and not of that gen-
tecl and fafhionable fort now in ufe among
princes and others, appears from the fneers
and contempt which Michal fhewed on the’
occafion. For it is faid, 2 Sam. vi. 16.
That when &1ichal faw king David leaping
and dancing bcefore the Lord, fhe defpifed

o ' him
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him in her heart. And the reafon fhe
gave for this is mentioned verfe 20, be-

~ caufe he uncovered himfelf to day, :in
the eyes of the fervants of his. fervants, as -
one of the vain fellows fhamelefsly unco-
vereth himfelf, It was theréfore onaccount
of his uncovering himfelf, and leaping and
fkipping in a moft inartificial. and ruftic
manner, or as Montanus and Calaﬁo render
the word 7% ip morem capra faltabit,
in the manner .of, or like a goat, which
caufed Michal to defpife him, and to up-
‘braid him with imitating the vain and '
fhamelefs fellows.

" Page 14. The next inflance Mr. Davis
produces in favour of dancing, is Jephthah’s
daughter. His worda are, “In Judges xi.
“3, 5- we are told, that Jephthah, returning
“from the flaughter of the Ammonites, was
“met by hjs daughter and her companions
“«with timbrels and with dances.”” With
regard to this paffage I obferve, firft, that
theinflance is fo remote, and the circum-
flances are fo different, that if we allow it to
be.any argument in favour of modern danc-
ing, it muft be owned to be a very far-
fetched one. But I do not allow it to be
any argument at all; for the daiscing which

, the
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_the Methodifts forbid, and which Mr. Davis
is now defending, 1s artificial dancing: that
is, the dancing which is taught and prac-
sifed by art. But will Mr. Davis fay that
there was any fuch dances in Ifrael in the.
days of the Judges? ? I believe he will not.

And yet we allow, there was that among
them which we call dancing; fuch as-leap-
ing, jumping, kipping, &c. by which the
peaple exprefled their gladnefs on a great
variety of occafions : and this, or fomething
like it, was the danci.ng of Jephthah’s daugh-

ter and her companions.

Should it be faid, ¢ But they came with
timbrels ; therefore it muft be dancing by
rule, feeing it was dancing with mufic:”*
I anfwer, it is certain that the mufic of thofe
times, and long after, was as rude, and in-
artificial, as their dancing poffibly could be;
and therefore I conclude that their dancing
muft be equally inartificial, and, of confe-
quence, that it bore no analogyto the dancing
nowindifpute, Thetruth of the matter feems
to be this: Jephthah returning from the
flaughter of the Ammonites, his daughter
and her companions went out to meet him,
‘playing on timbrels, and with fuch other ex-

C pre flions
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prefTions of joy as became their fex, and the
foleamity of the occafion.
" Ibid. Mr. Davis® next proofis in 1 Sam. -
xviii. 6, 7. where it is faid, the women
came out of all the cities of Ifrael, finging
and dancing, with-tabrets, with joy, and
with inftruments of mufic: and they anf- -
wered as they played and faid, Saul hath
flain his thoufands, and David his ten thon-
fands. Now on this paflage 1 obferve,
firft, that it is faid; The women came out of
all the tribcs of Ifrael: that is, they came
in great multitudes; even thoufands upon
thoufands. Now if we add to thefe all the
men who came before them, with them,
and after them, there muft have been quite
“too many for artificial dances; for we alt
know that in fome dances, a fingle couple
- will accupy the greateft pant of a con-
fiderable room. Now if there were only
twenty thoufand prefent, it muft take up
“the whole fide of a country, to make
mufficient room for fuch a number to dance
regularly and artificially. Secondly, thefe
dancers muft be uncommonly induftrious
in their dancings; for they muft, firft ob-
ferve tune and time in playing with \their
hai ds: Hecondly, atter.d to all the diverfity
' , : of
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of fleps, in artificial dancings, with their *
feet: and make the refponfes with their
voices, fome of them crying, Saul hath flain
~ his thoufands; and others replying, David his
ten thoufands, which is too abfurd tc be
fuppofed. But the truth feems rather to be-
this. When the people heard what Saul
and David had done, they gathered toge~
ther, in multitudes from al parts, and
expreffed their great: joy in a promil-
cuous manner, and with fuch triumphant
founds and motions as cannot poffibly be
exprefled by artificial dancing. :
Ibid. What is faid in 1 Kings i. 400
concerning the: coronatxon of Solomon, is
“mathing to the purpofe. The words are, And
all the peoplc piped with pipes, or, as it 18
in the margin, with flutes, and rejoiced
with great joy, {5 that the earth rént with
the found of them. - Now I obferve, firft,
that there is not a word, or a fyllable, either’
in the text, or in.the marginal reading, con-
cerning dancing. But if we allow Dr.
Robertfon’s rendering of the Hebrew word,!
anea; “come after him tripudiantes ad
- “tibias, dancing to flutes,” thit dancing:
cquld be no other than that mentioned.
above in the cafe .of David, jephthah and:
C2 - ) the.
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‘the people in the days of Saul; for is it not
ridiculous to fuppofe that ¢« All the pcople,
perhaps to the amount of fifty or a hundred
thoufand, who were rending the earth with
their thouts, &¢. fould have room, time,
epportunity, or cven inclination to dance
artificial dances?" Let thofe judge, who were
prefent at the coronation of his prefent ma-
jelty, if any thing of this kind either was,
or could be done. .
Ibid. Mr. Davis fays,“ Exod. xv. 20, 21,
“relates, that Miriam the prophetefs, the
“{ifter of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand,
. %and all the women went after her with
“timbrels and with dances: and Miriam
*anfwercd them, Sing unto Jehovah, for
“he hath triumphed glorioufly; the horfe
“and the rider hath he thrown into the fea.
“This flory favours the foregoing con-
“jefture, May we not fuppofe that Mi-
“riam and her company of women formed
“themfelves into a feparate choir, and that
“their joyous motions were regulated by
“mufic, vocal and inftrumental, while they
“repeated the triumphant words of the
“twenty-firlt verfe?” I anfwer, we have
no reafon to believe any fuch thing; byt
qu.te the contrary.

To
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To make this appear let us, firft, COnﬁder;

the ftate of the Hebrews, both men and.
women. A little before this they were in. -
abfolute flavery in Egypt, where their fore-
fathers had been for four hundred and forty
years: fecondly, that for along time they had.
fuffered moft. cruel oppreffions, which were
intended, not only to prevent their flourith-
ing: but even to deftroy them. To this,
end they were appointed  to-labour in the-
moft fervile employments: fuch as making.
of bricks. And left this fhould not opprefs-
them enough, they were obliged to make.
the full quantities, even without (ftraw: fo-
that the men may, with great propriety be-
called, The brick-makers of Egypt; and the.
women, the brick-makers’ mothers, wives,. .
fifters and daughters.. Naw was it ever:
known that fuch women were great adepts. -
at artificial mufic and dancing? And can.
we fuppole. that while the men where toil-.
ing under the rod 'of their talk-mafters,. '
their women. were improving under the.
tuition of their dancing-mafters! and that.
they. were doing this, even while their cries.-
and groans were entering. into the ears of
the God of heaven? It is certain, then, that.
amlefs they did this, they could know no-
- C 3. thing.
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thing of artificial. mufic and dancing: and" -
that whatever mufic and dancing was found:
amonglt them, muft:be of the loweft and-
mof¥ tnartificial kind: much inferior to:
that which is now found among our modern.
Brick-makersand their families. Mr. Davis'
fuppofition then, that Miriam and her-com-.
pany -of women formed. themfelves, into a: -
feparate choir, as our medaern muficians and,
dancers do, is quite groundlefs; for all we,
can fuppofe they did was, to found,.in a rude,
and artlefs manuer, the imperfe@ inftru--
ments they. brought out-of Egypt, and to
fhew fuch other.demontftrations of joy, as is
natural to a.poor and opprefled people, juft
efcaped out of the jaws of deftruétion.

Page 15. Mr: Davis fays, “David in

“Pfal. xxx. 11. fays, addreffing himfelf to
“Jehovah,, Thou haft turned.my.mourning

“into dancing.” I anfwer;- in.the othex
tranflition, which we have in our Common.
Prayer-Book, it-is. rendered, Thou haft
turned my heavinefs inte joy. Accordingly.
'Dr. Hammond hagh paraphrafed. it, At
length my prayer: hath been heard, and all .
my forrow - and- afflition exchanged for
joy.” And he obferves in his note.on the
place that “the copy of the 72.anciently,

»




(3 RN

a5 xwellas now read. it e Xzpdv, into joy,’, -

“and fo is followed. by the. Latm, Synac,,
“and Arabic.”’ -
Again, Mr. Davis mforms us t.hat in* Pfal..

wcxlix, 3 it is faid, Let them praife his.

“name in the danse.” I anfwer, the mar=

“ginal reading is, Let them praife his name -

. with .the pipe.. Again, “In. Pfal. cl. 4..
“ Praife him with the timbrel and the dance.’*

1, anfwer, Here again the.margin reads it;

with the pipe: fo - that in neither:of thefe

. placesis there any . thing .certain concerning

dancing; efpecjally as it is now. taught in
aur {chools.

. Mr. Davis faith again, “Pfal lxxxvn 7+
«js rendered by Buxtorf in.his Hebrew
«Lexicon, Et cantantes zque ac tripudi-
“antes:.i. e. as well the fingers as the
‘ “dancers fhall ba there.”” To this I anf.
fwer, the text is,,As well the fingers.as the

players on .inftruments fhall be there. In.

the other tranflation.it is,. The fingers alfo
and the trumpeters fhall be there.. In the
margin of Dz. Hammond’s paraphrafe it is,
“but the fingers as well as the minftrels fhall
“come,’’ and .in his note he faith, ‘= the
«fingers ="%%ma as, or like, the minftrels,

“4hall recige or couns” In the fame note -
, ‘ be.-
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He-obferves again, “As at the removal’ of

“the ark,. the fingers go. before, and the
“minftrels follow after, the fingers. begin

« and lead the tune, as.the precentoss, and:
“the players on inftruments followed after,.

“as the choir; fo here the fingers are fup-
“pofed to begin, and- the minftrels or play—.
“ers on inftruments, taberers-tympanifta,,
«faith the Jewifh Arab, follow to the fame-
“tune” From what has been faid it is.
evident, that' there is nothing faid about
* dancing, either of one fort or another.

Ibid. Mr. Davis fays,““From thefe paf-.
“fages we may certainly conclude, 1. That.
“daneing, was practifed. in. the religious
wworfhip ofthe Jewifh Church, and 2. That.
“it was connetted with, and confequently.
“regulated by, mufic both vocal and. in-
“ftramental.” L anfwer, that no fuch thing
appears from any paffage which he has.
quoted. And that it.-was no part of the re~
ligious worfhip of the Jewifh church ap~
pears from hence, that though we have a.
full and particular account of all the officers.
of the Tabernacle and Temple, we have
no account of the dancers, either mafters:
or others. |

In.
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In 1 Chron. xv. 18. we are told that Ze-

chariah, Ben, Jaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel,
Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, &c. were the heads
of the porters. Then over the fingers,
‘Heman, Afaph, and Ethan were appointed
to found with cymbals of brafs. Then Ze-
chariah, Azicl, Shemiramoth, &c. were
over the pfalteries on Alamoth. Matti-
thiah, &c. were over the harps on the She-
minith to excel. Chenaniah, chief of the
Levites was for, or over the fong, becaufe
he was fkilful. ‘Berechiah and Elkanah
wete door keepers for the ark. And She~
baniah, &c. did blow the trampets.

I have been the more particular here, to
fhew that, though we have fo diftinét an
account of all the fervices, and officers of
the tabernacle and temple, even from the

_high-prieft down to the meaneft porter; and
particularly of the feveral forts of mufic,
and the mafters thereof ; we have not ong
fyllable concerning dancing-mafters: which

is an infallible proof that there were no fuch .

beings employed in any part of the  reli-.
« gious worfhip of the Jewifh Church.”

As to Mr. Davis’ critical obfervations
on the Hebrew verbs, all that is material in,
them has been taken natice of above ;- and

therefdre.
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therefore I next proceed to confider the
‘proofs of dancing which he has brought
" from the New Teftament.

_And firft, Mr. Davis quotes Matt. xi. 17.
and its parallel place, Luke vii. g2. where
our Lord faith, We have piped and ye
have not danced. To this I anfwer, Ifthe
-dancing here fpoken of is to be underftood
licerally, we muft fay that our Lord and the .
Baptift literally piped; which certainly was
not the cafe. Al therefore, that can here
be meant is, that there was fomething in
- the preaching of Chrift and the Baptift
which bore fome refemblance to children -
prpmgto their feHows ; and' fomething iir
the Jew which refembled the others re-
fafing to dance. But fuppole we were to:
underftand the words literally, without any -
snetaphor or allufion ; what refemblance is
there between. the dances of children in. the.
fireet, and thofe taught by modern dancing-
mafters ? )

Again, Mr: Davis fa)s “ Matt. xiv. 6.
“and its patallel place, Mark vi. 22. in-
“ forms us, that the daughter of Herodias.
wpxroale danced. and pleafed Herod.”
Very true; and by fo doing was the caufe
of ong of the greateft . murders ever com-

mitted.
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mitted on earth. But would good Mr.

* Davis ferioufly propofe the dancing of a
~ ftrumpet, before a debauched and an
adulterous king, as an example for our
~ imitation! that is, would he wifh the
~ Methodift-matrons to teach their danghters.
o dance as the daughter of Herodias did,
- who “ Tripped on the toe, in a moft im-
“ modeft manner, fays Mr. Trapp, as they'
-« ufed to do in their-Bacchanals ?’ 1 know
Mr. Davis would fhudder at the thought ;
and, therefore, I wonder at his quoting
this inftance. -

Again, he fays, Luke xv. 25. mentions
the * return of the prodlgal {on celebrated
« i his father’s houfe with mufic xes xopy
«and dancing.” On this paffage I obferve,
firft, that the ‘whole:ftory is a mere parable,
as every one knows : {fecondly, that in all pa-_
rables a great variety of circumftances are
introduced, only for the fake of making the
narrative complete ; and, thirdly, that for
this purpofe inflances are fometimes intro-
duced, for wife and ‘moral purpofes, which,
in themfelves, are unwife and immoral..
Take one inflance. The Lord is faid t0
commend the unjuft feward. Now would
not Mr, Davis thudder if he heard any one

recommend

’
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recommend injuftice, becaufe the Lord is
faid to commend it? And yet there is-bet-
ter reafon for fo doing, than for recom-
mending dancing from what is faid in this
parable ; feeing it is not, either here, or
any where elfe in the Bible faid, the Lord
commended dancers or dancings. '

. « But there is a paflage, fays Mr. Davis,
“in Aflsiii. 8. which I wifh tobe particu-
« larly noticed ; becaufe I really think- it
« militates in favour of all that I have faid
« concerning dancing, as an innocent ex-
« preflion of joy, and even allowable, in
« fome circumftances, in religious wor-
¢ fhip.”” Onewould think from the man-
ner in which this paffage is introduced, that
Mr. Davis had his grand argument in re-
ferve, which was to -give firength and
weight to all the reft ; but in my opinion
itis fo far from that, that it is the weakeft
of all. However, let us fee what it is.

- Page 18, “ The impotent man, fays Mr.

« Davis, who bad never walked, bemg mi-
« raculoufly -endued with firength in his
“ limbs by Peter, in the, name of Jefus
“ Chrift, leaped up from the ground where
« he had lain, ffood and walked, and his
“ loving grateful heart urging him pub-
' “licly
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«Jicly to acknowledge the ineftimable fa-.
s your received, he entered into the Tem-
«ple with Peterand John not only walking,
“but leaping and praifing God.”” On this-
« paﬂ'age I obferve, firft, that the impotent
man is faid to be fo lame from his mother’s’
womb that he was carried wherever he
went ;of confequence henevercould beunder
the tuition ofa dancing-mafter. Secondly,
. that when he was reftored, he léaped up,
ftood, and walked, and e¢ntered into the
Temple walking, leaping and praifing God.
Now Mr. Davis endeavours to prove, from
. a deal of Greek and Hebrew criticifm, that
 the leaping here fpoken of fignifies.dancing.

For this purpofe he fays, “The Greek
““verb aarouas falio, I leap or jump, from
- ¢ which the part;aples arouevos leaping,

«and efarroumos leaping up, are formed,
« comes from the Hebrew verb %n, chalal, .
“« faltare, tripudiare, to leap, to dance, to
«fkip along* To this I anfwer," Suppofe .
the Greek and Hebrew words may be
rendered, leaping, jumping, dancing, fkip-
ping, Mr. DAvis knows that every inter-
preter, commentator, &c. ought to chufe-
that term which beft agrees with the fubje&t
under confideration, and not that which
D ~ does
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does not agree with it at all.- But the
terms, walking, and leaping, beft agree with
the lame man, entering into the Temple in
a joyous manner, immediately after re-
ceiving fo miraculous a cure: and there-
fore aur tranflators muft be in the right
in rendering the words; walking and leap-

_ing, and praifing God.

But fuppofe they had rendered them, walk-

" ing and dancing, &c. I fhould be-glad to

know ‘what fort of dancing it was; whether

" artificial, or inartificial? Ifit was artificial,

‘confifting of minuets, jigs, hornpipes or
country-dances, I fhall be glad to know,
‘firft, who was the dancing-mafter that
taught him? and, fecondly, who were his
partners! Surely good Mr. Davis will
not fay that Peter and John were either the
one or the other! Though they were the

‘only ‘perfons we have any account of, who

fpake to him, took him by the hand, lifted
4im up, and walked with him into the ~

temple. ‘ ;

Ifit was inartificial dancmg, conﬁﬁmg
of leaping, jumping or fkipping, then it is

“nothing to the purpofe, as we bave no dif-_
‘pute with Mr. Davis on that head. For

we allow in all our ‘fchools what are ‘called
: play-
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play-grounds, where the children are per-
mitted to leap, fkip, and jump, to exercile
their limbs, unbend their minds, and pre-
ferve their health and vigour of {pirit.

I have now done with Mr. Davis’ Scrip-
tural account of dancing, and fhould be
forry to fee fo'much Greek and Hebrew*
criticifm employed on fo paltry a fubjeft
(very little of whichi is atall to the purpofe)
if I did not hope that it will convince his
friends and the public that he is well qua-
lified to inftru&t youth in the learned lan-
guages. ' And I muft beg leave to fay, that
I am fo fully fatisfied concerning his abi-
lities and care in every refpe&, that I fhould
count it a privilege to have a fon under his
tuition in all things, his dancing Only €X~
cepted.

Page 19. Mr. Davis next proceeds to
thew the great advantages of learning to
dance. To this end he obferves, Secondly,
that “ Dancing may be confidered as an
““art whereby we are taught good carriage,
‘““a graceful and ealy way of moving our
“limbs, and a genteel manner of addrefs.”
I anfwer, Thefe may be learned withoug -
the help of a dancmg—maﬁer, inftance,
multitudes of the rich Quakers, both male

D2 and



( 40 )
and female. For though thefe hold danc-
ing in abomination, yet it is a fatt that

- thoufands of them have as good a carriage,

as graceful and eafy a way of moving their

~ limbs, and as genteel a manner of addrefs,
~asany who have fpent much time and
*money under the inftruftion of a dancmg-

mafter.

Ibid. “But a bad «carriage (Mr. Davis
means, a carriage which is not improved
by a dancing-mafter) is very hurtful to
health.”” If fo, what an unhealthy body of
people muft the bulk of mankind be: par-
ticularly the farmers, with their children and
fervants! With regard to health, I muft beg
leave to obferve further, that for every

- fingle perfon who has fuffered in his health,

for want of learning to dance, there have

been thoufands who have loft both health

and life together by means of dancing.
But“Many children, fays Mr. Davis,

- “particularly females, grow .up deformed

““through our inattention to their carriage
“in early infancy.”” 1 anfwer, there are
fewer inftances, in proportion to the num-
bers, of deformed perfons among the com-

. mon people, who never lcarned artificial

dancmg,
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dancmg, than among thofe who have had
the moft finifhed education.
~ “But they contra& ungraceful, aukward
“habits of fitting, ftanding and walking.’*
To this I anfwer, who ftand or walk with

more gracefulnels and accuracy than tht: .

common foldiers in our marching regi-
ments? Who ftand more exa&t? Who ufe
their hands, arms, legs and feet with more

exaft propriety? and yet, though they were

aukward and clownifh to the laft degree,
till they were even grown up to manhood;
with only the inftru&tion of a corporalanda
ferjeant,who theinfelves wereabfolute clowns.
a very few years before, all their aukward-
nels and clownifhnefs is perfetily removed.

Now 1 thould have a very poor opinion of

_mafters or miftrefles of boarding-fchools
who could not do as much, by precepts and,
examples, as a ferjeant and corporal can fo.

expeditioufly do for a number of clownifh .

xecruits.

Page 20. “ But the man called ada.ncmg-
- mafter can teach thefe' things fooner and
“better.”” I deny this, A ferjeant or a
corporal can . teach them: full as well, and
in a much fhorter time, than the moft ac-
comphﬂxed dancing-mafler in. the world:
) D 3 . and
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and no wonder, feeing the dancing-mafter
maft attend to the particular bows, fcrapes,
fteps and capers of his different dances;
while the ferjeant or corporal attends enly
to what is effential to the bufinefs in hand s
which would be the fame did mafters and
miftrefles of boarding-fchools undertake, by
precepts and example, to teach their fcholars
a graceful attitude and attion.

“ But it may be objefted, fays Mr. Davis,
¢this is teaching them to dance; and when
<« they grow up they will frequent balls and
«affemblies, and in thefe places gratify all
«the vanity and luft of their heart, throw
¢« away. their money and time, form bad
« connexions, and ruin themfelves probably
< in this world and in the next.”> TFo thisF -
anfwer in general, that there is more danger
of thefe confequences by learning to dance,
than there would be in not learning it; for
certainly there have been many inftances of
thefe evils following the learning to dance;
but not one that I ever heard of where

perfons did not learn it, and becaufe they did

not learnit. o ,
To this Mr. Davis replies. “It is not
¢true in faft, that all young people who

~ «have learned to dance thus abufe this past

V‘“ofj
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¢ of their education.” I anfwer; to fol-
low the moft dire& and moft natural ten-
dency of what we are taught, cannot be
called an abufe of it, whether the thing itfelf
be good or evil. Now the moft dircét and
natural tendency of learning to dance whenr
children, is, that théy follow it when grownr
up to maturity, by geing to- balls and affem-
blies, and by that means gratify. all the
vanity and luft of their hearts. <But per-
“haps, fays Mr. Davis, not one in ten is’
*very fond of the amufement, even of thofe
“whofe parents think it neither criminal nor-
<¢ dangerous.’’* (a word to- the wife !} “that
* their children fhould: occafionally attend
¢ balls, affemblies, &c.” I believe it will .
be found on -enquiry that nineteen out of
twenty of thole-who. have learned to dance,.
as well as of thof¢ who are now learning,,
are very fond- of the amufement: and for
the truth of this I appeal to.the feelings of
the young people themfelves, and alfoto.the
obfervations of their tutors and-parents,and.
of thofe who are conftantly about them.
Mr. Davis goes.on, “If when your-fon
« growsuptomanhood, he unhappily becomes
«exiravagantly fond of dancing, he will pura
“fue-the amufement for fome time, whether
. QL.



(44 )
“or no he was taught inhis childhood.” If
he becomes extravagantly fond of dancing.
without being initiatedinto it by hisparents,.
whatever the confequence may be, they are
clear; but if it be owing to any inftruétion
or encouragement they afforded him in his
childhood, the blame will primarily and

~ principally fall on them.

‘Page a21. Mr. Davis fays, « You have
“had your child taught to read, and you
“wifh him or her to contra& a fondnefs for.
“reading. You are at laft gratified in:
“ your with. But the only books your for
“will read are the loofeft novels and plays

" «which he can lay his hands on; or thofe
artful metaphyfical treatifes which have

<“been publithed againft .chriftianity by
“ men who are free-thinkers, becaufe they
¢ would be free-livers. Was it wrong te
“have had thefe childreen. taught reading
“in their childhood, becaufe they now
“make a bad ufe of the education they
¢ then received?’ 1 anfwer, the cale 1sin
nowife parallek  For reading is one of the
moft excellent and ufeful accomplifhments
any parent can give his fon; and whether
the fon makes a right or wrong ufe of it,
the parent is to be commended for having

perfonned. ‘
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performed a. moft neceffary duty towards
his child: if therefore the fon abufes the
benefit, he only is to blame.  For inftance.
If a parent puts a pious book into the hands
of his fon, that he may improve by it in the
knowledge of religion, the parent is to be
highly commended for what he has done;
butif the fon throws it into the fire he only
is blame-worthy. But this cannot be faid of
dancing; feeing, as I have fhewn above, it
is, in itfelf, an unneceflary qualification,
and feeing the evils attendant on it are not
abufes thereof; but follow almoft of una-
_voidable confequence: fo that the parent is

the original caufe of them all.
Page 22. Mr. Davis tells us that « Mr.
«“ Wefley many years back, made rules
‘““concerning tea, tobacco, fnuff, drefs,
“&c. which he found by experience,
“too minute, and too frivolous, to be
“executed with rigour—he therefore ra-
“ther recommended: than enforced his
- «rules.” The rules Mr. Davis fpeaks of,
if 1 miftake not, are what we call the Band-
rules; and when Mr. Welley forbade teas
tobacco, &c. to the Band-Society, it was
with this limitation, « Unlefs prefcribed by
a phyﬁcmﬁ.” Accordingly many left off
thefe
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thefe till they were advifed to take them
again, in order to prevent the confequence
of breaking off long habits. Take one
inflance among many. Mr. ]." G. who
had for many years taken fnuff, threw away
his box; but was forced to take it again to

_ prevent his growing ftone blind. But what

are fhuff and tobacco compared to dancing?

{eeing thefe, at the very moft, are only pri-

vate and infignificant amufements, while
dancing opens the door to the moft public
and dangerous follies of life. . '
- Ibid. “But he [Mr. Wefley] never ven-
“tured to make any rule or law condemning
“dancing.” Here, at leaft, my old friend -
is under a great miftake. Far in the Mi-
nutes of a Conference, held in London, in
the year 1785, we have thefe words;
“Queft. 24. Is it right to fend our chil-
s¢dren to a dancing-fchool? v
« Anf. It isentirely wrong. Neither do
“ we think it right for any that keep board-
“ing-fchools to admit a dancing-mafter
“into their houfe.”” By this minute Mr,
Davis fees, that “ making laws for the exclu.
“fion of dancing-mafters was not wholly
«left to Mr. Wefley’s wifer and more zea«

“lous fucceffors to accomplifh.”” *
As
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As for Mr. Davis” hear-fay ftories con-
cerning Mr. Wefley’s telling the married
" women, “I have no objection againft your
“daughters being taught carriage, addrefs,
# and even to dance a minuet,” 1 have no-
thing tofay ; but fure I am that in the year

1785 both he and his brethren in Confe- -

rence made a rule or law againttit : atleaft,
againft their being taught {o to do by a
dancing-mafter, while at a boarding-fchool.
And the fame anfwer will fuffice concerning
what be heard of employing a dancing-
mafter in Kingfwood-School, to give the
boys an outward polifh: only I muft add,

that there never were any of thefe gentry
employed in that fchool from the firft
ereflion of it, to the prefent day.

But « The natural tendency of fuch rules
“is, efpecially when they are concerning
« things of an indifferent or doubtful nature
*‘in morals, rather to give offence than to
«“do good.” To this I anfwer, that the
things now under confideration were not of
an indifferent or doubtful nature to Mr.
‘Wefley and the Conference, in the year
1785, nor to the -late Conference in 1791,
however indifferent. and doubtful they may
now appear to Mr. Davis and others,

‘ « While
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« While the religion. of the heart, fays
« My Davis, is preactied and practifed
« among us—while our preachers are men. '
«of piety, chriftian zeal and prudence ;—
«while the do@rine of Jefusour Saviour,and
«the life of Jefus our patternare inculcated
«upon us; we fhall hardly be troubled with
«perfons in our connexion who notorioufly
., “devigte from the chriftian charafler.” 1
anfwer, Though we have reafon to blefs
' God that all thefe helps are fill found
among us; yet every one feels in himfelf,
and fees in thofe about him, that in order to
preferve our purity, and to keep us from
conformity to the vanities of the world, we'
need every other help, both human and
divine. Hence all well-regulated com-
munities, befides the do@rines of the gofpel,
and.the holy example of Jefus, have had
rules, Jaws and canons to regulate and guard
the condud of their members. ,
Page 23. But thefe Mr. Davis calls
« Abfurd, narrow and fuperftitious laws or
«rules, by which miftaken zeal has at-
«auempted to explain and enforce the ex-
«cellent general precepts of God’s word.”
1 allow this bas too often been the cafe: but
it
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it does not follow that it is {o in that now
under confideration. The excloding of
- dancing and dancing-mafters from a re-
ligious bedy of people, who for upwards of
Sfty years have been crying out, night and -
day, “Be not conformed to this world; but
ibe ye transformed by the renewing of your
amind,” is feriptural, ratlonal and con-
fiftent.

But Mr. Davis tells us in his preface,
page 4, That he hoped this law would
“ {leep refpefling execution,”” as do many
of the laws of the Church of England, the
Church of Scotland'and the Quakers, See
~ page 24. I anfwer, If a law was made to
fleep, refpefting execution, had it not better
never ‘been made zt all? wunlefs good
Mr. Davis will fay (what I know he wil
fiot) that it was only intended for a bug-
bear to frighten the Methodifts from em-
ploying too many dancing-mafters! But if
we were to make laws, and then fuffer them
to fleep- as to execution, would not this
fleeping in a fhort time he as fatal to us,
in things of a fpiritual nature, and be a
caufe of as deep lamentation, as it is to the
moft pious members of the Church of Eng-
Jand, the Church of Scotland and the Qua-

E- kers?
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kers? To prevent this, let the Methodifts
make wholefome laws, and then put” them
into executior, and by fo doing keep both
" their laws and themfelves awake.

“But what is worft of all; fays Mr.
“Davis, page 24, fome I fear, of our ‘oldeft
¢“and beft preachers are fometimes found
“with fuch a pinch of fnuff in their fingers
«“as would make me fnceze for half an
“hour; or with a pipe of tobacco be-
«ctween their broken teeth, as would fend
“me to bed fick and lightheaded; and,
«‘moreover, if I am not wrongly informed,
“{ome great men among us drink their
¢ brandy and water {o ftrong as would make
“ me, who am nearfighted, fee double; and
"« otkers can fwallow down a whole pint of
« porter, which would really fet me fo faft
%¢aflcep that I fhould not be able to fee at
s¢all, and yet thefe are fuffered to preach
“ufeful fermons although guilty of fuch
“peccadillos.”” 1 am glad Mr. Davis has
fhewn his wonted candour on this occafion,
by calling thefe by fo foft a name, as pecca-
diilos; and am really forry that truth and
juftice forbid my calling his dancing by fo
{ofi a name, ‘

" But
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- But left fome of his readers thould not be.
fo candid as to call them peccadillos, I muft
beg leave to make a few obfervations on
the particulars he has mentioned.

And, firft, as to fouff; I have obferved
above that many who had long accuftomed
themfelves to take it, before their con-
verfion, and had left it off in obedience tg
the rule, were obliged to take it again to
prevent dangerous confequences to their
heads and-eyes. As to tobacco, “A guilty
confcience needs no aceufer;” therefore [
am obliged to confefs that I am guilty of

holding a pipe of tobacco between my

“brokenteeth.” And if my old friend Mr.
Davis fhould really intend me; I thank
him for his candour in mentioning oaly this
peccadillo, after -all the weaknefles and

umperfe&tions he muft have known in me

in the long courfe of between thirty and

forty years. :
But as to this, it may be neceflary to ob-
{zrve, that after the fmall pox, I had a vio-
lent tickling cough, with a large dilcharge
of acid water, which nothing could prevent
~till T tried the fmoak of tobaceo; which
fcarce ever failed giving me prefent relief..
And when I have tried to. leave it off, my,
E 2 complaint.

-
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complaint returned with nearly the fame
violence I experienced forty years ago, fo
that I was obliged to refume it again, My
$moaking then, ftri€tly fpeaking, is no vio-
lation of any rule of the Methodift-Society:
and if any of my brethren fmoak, without
any fuch neceffity, let them fall under Mr.
Pavis’ cenfure; but I cannot fay I ever
knew one.

As to any thing that bears the fma‘lef’c
refemblance to exceflive drinking, I thank
God I am clear; for I never drank, at one
‘time (I mean, at one fitting;&c.) fo much
as a fingle pint, either of porter, cyder or
ale ; no, nor one glafs of rum, brandy or
gin, except a fingle glafs of brandy which 1
once threw down in a hurry, miftaking it for
white ‘wine, which I foon mixed with about "
a pint of cold water to prevent the bad con-
fequences thereof : fo that it is no wonder
that I was never any more. drunk in all my
lfe than ¥ was the firft hour I was born.

Andasto my brethren, I folemnly de-
clate before God, that though I have been
intimately acquainted with them for up-
wards of forty years, I never faw any of
them, who fhewed the leaft fign of ima.
moderatc drinking, except a fingle feeble -

old
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ol man, who feemed to be a little, and but.
very little, avercome by the ftrength of li-. .
quor, difguifed by weetnefs, which he-
drank in a warm room after travelling
in a very cold winter day. And if others:
have feen more, perhaps oné or two.in the:
courfe of eight or ten years, they have al-.
ways been reproved, fufpended or filenced.
according as their crime deferved. It
would therefore be .unkind and unjuft if;
any fhould fo far mifconftrue Mr. Davis’’
words, as if he: infinuated that. this. holy
and ufeful body ef men.were intemperate ;:
feeing all he-intends is, that they. are incon-.
GRtent in laying fuch a firefs on. dancing,.
while they allow. themfelves in peccadillos.
equally trivial.,

Page 25.. Mr. Davis fays, “You will ob~.
“ferve, brethren, I do not mean by any
“ thing.I have faid.to encourage or.defend.
“ the prattice of frequenting . balls, affem--
“blies, &c. I know, from the experience:
“of my, youth, how.dangerous fuch enter-.
“ tainments are for.young minds.” I.won--

~ der.then he does not fee. that whatever has
apy tendency towards it. muft be of dan.
gerous confequence, and that learning to-

dance in childhood has this tendency,
E 3 Lallowy




I allow there are n5ﬁ4auy things which may*
be learned in childhood, fuch as thofe which
arecoarfe, laborious z*.d difagreeable, which -
have no natural . tendency to caufe us to
follow them in after-life; but if they are.
matters of mere amufement, which afford
pleafure, the cale is widcly different.  Now
dancing is of this fort; therefore learning it.
“ih our childhood muft give us a propenfity
to it when grown up to years of maturity..

Ibid. Mr. Davis fays, “Many parents.-
« likewifc, who are not only good friends
"~ «to the Methodiits, but alfe in our con-
“ nexion, bcing neither convinced nor fof-.
*tencd by the knock«down arguments of
“a threatened exelufion, will perfift im
“having their children taught by a danc+
“ing-mafter, carriage, addrefs, &c.” I
arfwer, perhaps they may. But then it
muft be remembered, that many parents
among us are now grown rich; and it wilt
be well if the coniciences of fome of thefe
are not grown lefs fqueamifh, that is, lefs-
tender; and therefore, though Mr. Davis
may only intend the profperity of his fchool,
and his own eonvenicnce, yet his arguments
and eloquenee may have fuch weight with
thielc as ta caufe them to ftand out flifly

‘ - . againft

— e e e —
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againft the more wholefome admonitions of”
their teachers. But asto thefe, there cannot:
be “madny,” feeing ninety-nine out of every
bundred of oui people hold dancing, and

all other vain amufements, in as gteac con-"

tempt ds cver.

Page 26. Mr. Davis fays,  With regard’
“to fchool-mafters and fchool-miftreffes in'
« the Methodift connexjon, they are indeed
“ina ﬁngular predicament. The few of
“whotm I have any knowledge have not a.

* < third, perhaps not a fgurth part of their

« fcholars, from among the people called
« Methodifts.*> This I am inclined to
think is very true; for which I am forry..
And ¥ am the more fo, becaufe I know that
the Methodifts and their religious ac-’

quaintance are now fo numerous, that if

they exerted themfelves as they ought, our’

" fchool-mafters and fchool-miftrefles would

have plenty of {cholars without applying to.
people who have no fear of God themlelves,,
nor pay any regard to religion in the edu-
cation of their children.. Buat if any of the-
. wealthy Methodifts thould be fo.loft to allk
prudence, as to fend their children to.
fchools,where carriage, addrefs,dancing, and
other fathionable amufements.are taught in
preference
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preference to seligion, it is. a dreadful fign.
that they knew but litle of the duties of
parents, that they bave but a fmall regard
far the eternal intereft of their children, and-
that they are very far from loving their,
chriftian-brethren as they ought. And as.
to teaching children carriage, addrefs, &c.
no man need be athamed of his fon’s be-
havieur i any company, or on any occa-
fion, whatever his fortune or future fituation-
in life may be, after having paflfed under
the hands of MraDaws, Mr. Hulett and.
others, without the impertinent and fuperci--
lious aid of a dancing-mafter.

Ibid. « Of the many, who have been. under,
“the tuition of a dancing-mafter. in my.
“ houfe, I do not know that even,one has.
“ abufed this part of his youthful education,,
“by throwing away his money and time in.
«frequenting places. of public amufement
% for the purpofe of dancing.”* I anfwer,
They might do.this frequently without its.
coming: to. Mr.. Davis’ ears: efpecially as
thefe things are often done in fecret, even.
without the knowledge of parents: add ta
this, that many of Mr. Davis’ fcholars live
in. London,, wmlc he. hxmfelf lives fix or

: eight
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eight miles off in the country. But fup-

pofe they have been kept from dancings -

and other public amufements, there is no
thanks due to thofe. who qualified them for
fuch praflices, and thereby were the authors
of fuch evil propenfities as might have led
them aftray. -

Page 27. But he fays he knew “'I'wo or
“ three who were not taught dancing when
“children in my, houfe, acknowledge, that
“they procured inftru&ion, in their appren-
“ticefhip at a confiderable expence, and
“ that with no fmall injury to their mind
“and morals,”> From this acecount we
learn, firft, that fome children who are not
allowed to dance at fchool, yet have a
firong propenfity to it, otherwife they would
not afterward be fo eager to procure in-
firuction for themfelves: which demori-

firate that dancing is not fuch an indifferent -

thing to children, as has been above hirted,
and that all they want is only to learn there-
by how to ftand and move on all common
occafions. Secondly, I obferve, that learn-
ing to dance may be hurtful to youth, both

in their mind and morals; which is evident
from their own confeffion to Mr. Daviss -

I apprehend it will make no difference whe-
~ ther
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ther they were taught at fchool by maiers
of their parent’s chufing, orby thofe they
afterwards chofe for themfelves; feeing, ac-
cording to their own confeffion, it was not
fo much the mafter who hurted them, as
their following their own evil propenfities.
Befides, the youth who ddes not indulge his
dancing-propenfity till in his apprenticcthip,
is faved from that indulgence till about
fourteen years of age ; but he who learns it
at fchool, begins the indulgence by the time
he is five or fix years old: which, befides
the lofs of fo much time, the young prac-
titioner gets his evil propenfities more
deeply rooted, and, on all occafions, fhews
himfelf a grcat adept when grown up to
manhood.
~ Having ﬁmfhed the argumentative part
of his book, Mr. Davis proceeds to fum
up the evidence, which he fays he will do
as faithfully, and in as few words as he pof-
fibly can.
And, 1. He fays, « Dancmg viewed as
« geftures of nature, expreffive of our pal-
“fions, muft be-as innocent, abftralledly
““confidered, as laughing, crying, talking, or
“walking.” Thismay be true if by geftures
of nature he means, leaping, jumping, fkip-
: Pping,
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ping, &c. fuppofe they are done ata proper

time, and in a proper manner. But if by
geftures of nature he means artificial danc-
ing, the contrary, I truft, has been proved
above.

Ibid. «1 fthould never reproach a child,
“or a grown perfon, with either fin or folly
“ who jumped for joy, as we commonly ex-
« prefs it; on receiving a favour, or hearing
“good news.”” I anlwer, I know not who
does: certainly the Methodifts do not.

Again Mr. Davis fays, “The faét is, na~
“ture will fometimes break through all
“the reftraint of what we call human pru-
“dence and decorum, and yet no fin is
¢ committed.” What the Methodifts call
human prudence, in the good fenfe of the
word, is that which reftrains_ thefe vicious
exertions of nature; how then can nature
break through all* thefe reftraints without
committing fin? Befides, are they thefe vi-
olent exertions of nature, breaking through
all the bounds of human prudence and de-
corum, which caufe Mr. Davis’s fcholars to
wifh to learn dancing? if fo, the learning
thereof cannot be a very amiable or de-
firable accomph{hmcnt. ‘

Page
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. Page 28. “2. Dancing, continues Mr.
« Davis, is frequently mentioned -in Scrip-
“ture, s an innacent expreflion of joy.”
Leaping, jumping and {kipping are; but
not artificial dancing, fuch as is taught by
dancing-maﬁers, which is the only dancing
now in debate.

“But it is recarded therc (m the Scn,p-
“ tures) as an eftablifhed mode of religious
“worfhip among the Jews.” Does good
Mr. Davisaffert this! What a proaf have

“we here, that awife and good man may be

fometimes off his guard? If it is recarded in
Scripture that dancing' was an -eftablifhed
mode of worthip among the Jews, let thofe
records be produced and I will believe
them ; but certain I am there are no fuch
records in all the Bible. ~But it  was prac-
tifed even by fome of the firft converts to
Chriftiapity ; A&s iii. 8. Aéts xiv. 10”
To this 1.anfwer, thefe paflages refer only
to the two impotant men, who on receiving
miraculous cures, one is faid to Jeap -and

" walk, and the other to leap up, fiand and

walk, and to enter the temple praifing God.
And are thefe all the ipftances Mr. Davis
could find among the firft .converts to
Chriftianity ! «But it has been practifed,

. %according
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* according to hiftory, both by individuals

“and chriftian-congregations, on certain oc-
“ cafions.” ~ I anfwer, I do not remember
~ that Mr. Davis has given us an account of
any individuals, except the two impotent
men juft mentioned, who were dancers
among the Chriftians of former ages; but
in page 13, he has produced an inftance
from bifhop Patrick of congregations who
danced. * The Abyflinians (faid the good
“bifhop from Ludolphi Hiftoria Athiopica)
“meet together in their churches on the eve
“*of our Lord’s refurrcétion, and employ
“ the whole night in finging, dancing and
“clapping their hands, accompanied by
# feveral inftruments of mufic, €ill morning
“light’t And Mr. Davis might have
“added that they did this, or fomething like
it; on various other occafions. For Lu-
dolphus tells us that ¢ On their January
1 1th, which is the midft of their fummer,
and at the feaft of Epiphany, they com-
memorated our Saviour’s baptifm with
hymns:” that then the King with all his
¢ nobility, the metropolitant with his cler-
“gy, the nobles with the plebians, old and
“young, throwing themielves into rivers
“and ponds, before fun-rifing, plunging

F ' “and
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“and diving over head, &c.” But this is
turned into a kind of fport, fays the fame
hiftorian, rather than a pious feftival ; the
young men “lcaping, and dancing, and
“f{wimming, and ducking one another, and
«filling the neighbouring fields with whoop-
“ing and hollowing.”” Ludolphus adds,
«They have finging priefts, with very harfh
“voices; ufe cymbals, morris-bells, kettle-
«drums; fkipping and dancing, as if they
“would make the flcor ring again, which
“they call, exulting and clapping hands to
« the God of Ifiacl.” Moreover it is well.
known that they circumcife their children,
pray for the dead, and vfe many other fuper-
ftitious and ridiculous cuftoms which Mr.
Davis himfelf would be fo:ry tofee brought
in among the Methedifts. The authority
of the Abyf{linians, therefore, can have but
little influence in the prefent cafe; efpecially
as we have a grcat number of f{uperior au-
thoitics to produce againft it.
~ _ The Primitive Fathers {poke of dancing
as 2 moft attrocious and fcandalous evil; fo
St. Ambrofe: “Nonc may dance but the
«davghter of an aculterels; but the who s

= «chafte, let her learn her daughterprayer,

“not dances.” Again, faith he, “What
“modefty
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“modefty canthere be where dancers fhriek
“and make a noife together?

v St. Hieron faith, “Where the timbrels

“found, the pipe makes a noife, the harp

“chatters, the cymbals ftrike together, what
“fear of God can there be?”’ Hicron. lib.

contr. Helvid.

* St. Chryfoftom faith, “Where  wanton
“dancing is, there certainly the deyil is
« prefent; for God hath not given us legs
“to dance, but that we fhould walk mo-
“deflly; not fkip like camels; but if the
“body be polluted by dancing impudently,
“how much more may the foul .be thought
“to be defiled? The devil danceth in thefe
‘“dances.” See Hom. 49, on Matt.

¢ St. Bafil faith, “Men and women toge- '

‘ ther, entering into common dances, hav-
“ing delivered their fouls to the drunken
“ devil, wound one another with the piicks
« of unchafte affettions : profufe laughter is
“cherifhed, and filthy fongs, meretricious

¢« habits inviting unto petulency are there -

“ufed. Laugheft thou, and delighteft thou
¢ thyfclf with an arrogant delight, whereas
« thou oughteft to pour out tears and fighs
¢ for what is pat—Doft thou ftir thy fect
«and caper furioufly, and dance unhappily,

F o2 “whereas
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“whercas thou oughteft to bend thy knees
“in prayer.” See Orat. contr. Ebr.
+ St. Auguttine faith, “Every caper in a

“danee is a ftep into a deep jakes.”

Befides thefe we have large accounts of
dancing being condemned and prohibited
by councils and fynods in former ages.

» In the council of Laodica it was decreed.
that ¢ Chriftians fhould not go-to weddings,
«8c. (habare vel faltare) bleat or dance;
«but fup or dine chaftely as become Chrif-
“tians.” Seec. 52.

+ The univerfal council of Conftantinople,
" &ec. forbid dancing, efpecially at weddmgs,
Alfted.

Befides thefe, dancing has been con-

" demned by a great number of other coun-

tils, &c. Take a lift of them in the words
_of alatelearned writer. It was condemned,
he informs us, “ In concilia Choreas dam-
« nant, it Bafilienfe, Carthaginenfe, quartum;

-« Agathenfe,&c. & Decreta prohibent : lege

“inftitutum Zacharia cauf. 26. can. Siquis,
«&c. De Conciliis lege diftin&. g4. can.
“Prefbyteri, & de confecratione dift. 1. can.
“Qui die. & de Conl. dift. 5. can. Non
«Oportet. Steph. Tzeged Loc. commun,’
“p. 438. who quotes alfo St. Augufling

‘“contra
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« contraPetilianum, c. 6, & S. Chryfloftom,
« Hom. 56. fup. Genel. and in Matt. 14;

« &c. Marlorat in Matth. c. 14. Calvin in

* Matth. 14, &c.” Tzegedine alfo cites
<< againft dancing the Councils of Laodicea,
« Agath. Ilerdian, Altifiodore. Befides
s Canons (de quibus cauf. 26. q. 7. can;
¢ Siquif. Alfo lib. 3.-Decr. Gregorii can.
« cumdecorem, &c. & lib. 3. Clementinarum,
¢ T'it.14. c.'1.) as alfo-Philofophers, Plato in
« Protagor. l.. 17.  Cicero pro Mureni,
« Aimilii Probi in vit. Epaminonde ; and in

«another table, Pcter Martyr, Erafmus,
« Pellican, Calvin, Ariftotle, Seneca, Ma- .

‘« crobius, Salluftius, Plautus, Polux, &c.
« Pope Clement the zth, Innocent the 3d,

- «&ec.” Tothefe I fhall add a few more
of thofe Chriftians who bore tefhmony
agam& dancing.

The ancient Waldenfes, it is faid, make .
-dancing to be a breach of the Ten Com-
mandments.

Angel. de Clavafio is full upon the point.
Quem. vide, page 55, where he: makes
dancing a mortal fin..

_+ Cardinal Bellarmine enveighs very: bit-
terly againft it, and cites theauthorities both
of the Greek and Latin Fathers as on his
fide. Con. 6. 3. 19, 20, 21, ‘

CTFgen Ths
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. The titular Bithop of Geneva, (S. Fr.
Sales) is very feveie, but at laft concludes
that they [dancings] are like muthrooms,
the beft are bad and dangerous, at leaft
nothing worth.  See Sale’s Introd.
Cardinal Barrowmeus faith, when he was
a young man at the Univerfity, he and his
companions prevailed with one of their pro-
feflors, a grave young man, to go with them

‘ to a ball, who having obferved—&ec. told

them, It was an invention of the devil to
deftroy fouls. See Author of the Educa.
of a young Gentleman.

. M. de Rhodez faith, Nothmg doth more

diffipate the {pirits than the ravithing har- -
mony, dancing, and charms of women.—

Doubtlefs it was a convittion of this which
cauled Cicero, long before to fay, as I have
obferved in the title-page, Nemo fobrius
faltat. - No modeft man danceth.

- Ihave only to add what Mr. Chambers
fays, viz. That Cicero reproached Gabinius
on account of dancing; that Tiberius ex-
pelled the dancers out of Rome; and that
Domitian excluded feveral members from
the Senate for having danced. See Cham-
bers’ Cyclopzdie.

‘But
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“ But “it [dancing] feems, indeed, fays~
« Mr. Davis, fo nearly allied to mufic, both.
" 6 yocal and inftrumental, that the arguments
s which are fufficient to juftify the pra&ice
« of the latter, will alfo juftify the praflice
« of the former.”* X an(wer; Mufic has al-
ways been a very material partof the worfhip -
of the Jewith and Chriftian Churches, and
ts reprefented in Seripture as one of the
moft principal parts of the employment of
héa,ven; but noihing of this fort is faid of
dancing: therefore the arguments which are
ufed to juftify the pragtice of mufic, will not
+ juftify the praftice of dancing. -
. Again. “ There can be no fin in having
“our children taught an ere&t carriage, a
“graceful and ealy way of moving their
“limbs, and a genteel manner of addrefs.”>
" Anfwer. Ifthey cannot be taught thefe but
by finful or foolilh means, there is, and
muft be fin in the cafe; feeing this would .
be “doing evil that good might come.”
. But this notion of learning to dance, for no
- other purpofe but to acquire am erefl car-
riage, I fear isonly the gilding of the pill. But
is it not very extraordinary that this fhould
not be found out but by a few of «s! for I
do not remember thit fuch a thing is once
mentianed
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mentioned by any other author, lehel' an-
cient or modern.
Again, “If the man called a dancmg-
“ mafler can teach thefe things fooner and
“better than any other perfon, he is the
*“ moft proper man to be employed on the
“occafion.” 1 anfwer; he camnot teach
them fooner or better than any other per-
fon: a ferjeant or a corporal can teach a
company of abfolute clowns to ftand .ere&,
&ec. much fooner than a dancing-mafter
can teach a like number of docile children.
+ And the ferjeant or corporal can teach them
much better: for one of thefe can teach his
aukward pupilsto ftand ereét, &c. without
farther affiftance, which the dancing-mafter
cannot do ; for every one knows, if it was
not for the daily and hourly inftrutions
which children receive from -their mafters
or miftrefles at {chool, and alfo from their
parents at home, all the fcrapings, bowings
and caperings of a dancing-mafter, for an
hour or two in a week, would go but a little -
way. ,
Mr. Davis goes om “If experience af-
“fures us, that mufic greatly aflifts both in
< giving and receiving his inftrufions, the
“ufe of mulic cannot be - prohibited.”
- - : Whatever
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"Whatever ufe mufic may be of in learning
to dance minuets, &c. the common foldiers
*in a'marching regiment, the genteel Qua-
kers, and thoufands befides, thew that it is
not neceflary in order to a good carriage.,
Befides, I cannot fee what need there is of
mufic in order to teach a child, or a grown'
perfon to ftand ere&, to adjuft the different
members of his body, to turn upon the
heel, to open or fhut a door, or to make 2
* bow or a curtfey: if I am not much mif-
takén, the brayings of an afs, or the {qualls
of a parrot, are as much connefted with
thefe, as the founds of the flute or the violin.
Tbid. Mr. Davis adds, ““The expediency
*¢ of having children thus taught appears in
#¢their carriage and behaviour, and afterin the
*¢degree of health and vigour they enjoy.”
I anfwer; The expediency of it does not
appear in their carriage and behaviour; fee-
ing thefe may be acquired a much eafier,
‘cheaper, more effeftual, and lefs dangerous
way: and as to healthand vigour, thefe may
be acquired, and increafed by the exercife
of the play-ground, &c. without dancing;
as is evident from the health and vigour of
thoufands of children who never leamed to

dance. :

Page )
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Page 29. “1 therefore fincerely wifh,
¢ continues Mr. Davis, that our brethren in
““Conference had not taken up the fubject:
““or, at leaft, had not ventured to deter-
“mine fo decifively and fo authoritatively
‘“ concerning it.””  See ‘““how dottors dif-

fer !’ For when I faw the minute of Con-
ference I very much rejoiced at the zeal and
piety of the preachers, in determining fo de-
cidedly on the fubje, in their firft meeting
after Mr. Wefley’s deceafe : and this I did
as an impartial perfon, who had nothing
either to gain or lofe by the determination,
which ever way it went, But Iamforry tofay,
the cafe of my friend is quite different: he’is
the mafter of a boarding-{chool, and has long
found, or at leaft thought it neceflary to
have dancing taught, not doubting of its
innocency : it is therefore no wonder if he
views the condu@t of Conference, in this
particular, in an unfavourable light; and
that he fhould add, “ I fhall be extremely
« forry, if they attempt to execute their rule
« with rigour.” If by rigour he means,
with any unkindnefs, or want of brotherly
love towards any concerned, I alfo fhall be
very forry; but if by rigour he means,
enforcing it without favour or affcétion, I

expett
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expett he will have caufe for extreme for-’

row; for why fhould they fo very formally

make a rule, if they did not intend to en-

fbrcc it

* Page 30, Mr. Davis fays, « I with them»'

“ to keep at a diftance as well from fuper-
* ftition as from fin.”” * I am inclined to
think, that before he was a fchool-mafter he
did not view prohibitions of this fort in the
light of fuperftition; but to this day, the

Methodifts ook upon dancing, &c. as con- -

formity to the world ; andall rules which
forbid it as moft fcnptural and neceﬂ'ary
duties.
» But Le fays he wxihes the preachers « to
¢« {pend their zeal and their firength on the
« weightier matters of God’s law.” Cer-
tainly, this is quite right. But Mr. Davis

knows that while we are doing this, we muft
not leave the others undone, Matt. xiii. 13.’

But let us fuppofe, for argument-fake, that
dancing is a little thing, does he not know
that the little foxes will ruin the vine ? Cant.
il. 15. and that he that contemneth fmall

things, fhall fall by little and little ? K cclef

XiX. I.
Mr. Davis withesfarther that the preach-
ers may “evidence by the whole of their

. “ miniftry
Y
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* « miniftry and proceedings, that they have

¢« paffed their novitiate flate, both in the

~« fchool of Chrift, and in the world.”” And

does Mr. Davis really think that making.
rules to exclude dancing from among the
M- thodifts is a fign that thofe who made
them are in a novitiate flate? Whata
novicethen was good Mr. Wefley, who was
the firft framer of that rule in 178;.
and what novices muft feveral of the
preachers be, after labouring with him, fome
for thirty, fome for forty, and fome for
about fifty years! Now if thefe give no
greater proof of a novitiate flate, than
making and enforcing rules againft dan-
cing, few, very few will be prevailed on to
look on them as a company of novices.
Mr. Davis fays next, « If they a& con-
« fitently, they will alfo drop the names
« of halfa dozen fchool-mafters and fchool-
« miftreffes in London and its vicinities ;
« and of two or three fcore of the weal-
« thieft families in the Methodift-connexion,
«for the fame atrocious crime ; namely,
s for having their children and fcholars
“ taught carriage and addrefs by a dancing-
“mafler.” I anfwer, Though they will
att conﬁ[tently, yet they will not a& pre-
© cipitately;
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cipitately ; but give time for all concern-
ed to weigh the matter well. But as to
thofe who have already done this, and are
come to a refolution not to give up their
dancing-mafters, on thefe the rule has been
enforced ; and as for others who will not,
time will thew what will be their doom.

« As for three or fourfcore of the wealthieft
families in the Methodift connexion, the
preachers now living are not to_be over-
awed by thefe: fhould thofe of any fu-
ture generation be controled by the rich,
it will be quite too foon, even then, for '
money to govern the church: butat pre-
fent, bleffed be God! there i is little danger.
For I do not apprehend that many of our
prefent rich families wifh to control their
teachers, in what theyagree on in their pub-
lic Conferences; but would rather pluck out
aright eye,and cut off a right hand, than en-
‘deavour to fubvert rule and order; and
thereby weaken the hands of thofe who are
daily labouring for their good. But if two
or three fhould be influenced by Mr. Davis,
or others, the preachers cannot help it; all
they can-do in fuch a cafe is, to leave
fuch refra&ory ones to God and then' own
confciences, -

G However,
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However, that thefe wealthy families may
not entertain an unfavourable opinion of
dancing-mafters; but ftand out manfully
againft their teachers, Mr. Davis tells them
he hopes ¢ thefe will have patience and re-
" «folution to bear fuch treatment, con=
« fidering it as the fruitof fuperftitious zeal.”
To this I anfwer. Though Mr. Davis is
wife and learncd, it is ftrange that he fhould
- think himfelf a better judge of what is fu-
peritition than Mr. Wefley and two or
three hundred of his fellow-labourers put
together! efpecially as fome of thefe (not
to {peak of Mr. Wefley) are at leaft; as wife
and learned as Mr. Davis himfelf, and of
longer ftanding in the work: add to this,
that he muft be fuppofed to be partial to his
own intereft, while they are totally un-

biafled on every fide. '
+ Agzin. “They have nct now, fays Mr.
“Davis, the influence and power of
“Mr. Wefley to fcreen their impruden-
“cies.”—T anfier, If the expulfion of danc-
ing and dancing-maflers is one of their
imprudencies, Mr. Wefley himfelf led
them into it; and therefore they want no
foreening, in this refpedl, unlefs it be
' fiom

-
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from the confequences of following his
example. -.

Mr. Davis tells thepreachers that, “They
~* will find it much eafier to {catter than to -

* gather.” This certainly is a great truth;
and I hope our brethren have as great
an averfion to fcatter as good Mr. Davis
himfelf. However, if dancers, and dancing-
- mafters get in among us, they muft be fcat-
tered at all events. And as to its,bei(ng
¢ eafier for them [the preachers]to pro-
““nounce their fiat than to carry their point,”
if their fiat be right they have done well to
pronounce it; and if they have done all in
their power to put it into exccution, yet
cannot carry their point, they wuit leave it
to God, who does not require impoffibilities.
Bur if it thould bz loft through the oppo-
fition of Mr. Davis and others, they alone
muft bear the blame. :

I am glad to Lear of Mr. Davis’ invi-
olable attachment to his old friends, and
that he defires to preferve the unity of the
Spirit: and I fhould rejoice greatly at his
determination to ftand faft in the liberty
wherewith Chrift hath made us free, if I
thought he meant any thing more, than
cleavmg to bis dancing-mafters.

G2 Havin8
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* Having confidered Mr. Davis’ arguments
in favour of dancing, I cannot conclude
without a few obfervationson the great im-
propriety of Chriftian-Parents permitting
their children to learn to dance.

«As thefe parents defire their own fal-
vation, it would be abfurd to fuppofe that
they did not alfo defire the falvation of

- their children. In order to this end they
muft wifh them to be Bible-Chriftians: that
is, they muft with them to be throughly ac-
quainted with the principles of our holy re-
ligion, poflefs the tempers, and walk inall the
ways defcribed therein. And if they wifh
this in earneft, they will think it their duty
to warn and guard them againft whatever .
may have the fmalleft tendency to divert
their attention, and draw them afide from
thefe important concerns. Now one means
of this moft certainly is dancing; which
will be evident from the followihg con-
fiderations.

¢« Firft. Itis the duty of every chriftian-
parent to ufe all poffible means to bring his
child to the knowledge of himfelf: to make
him know that he is conceived in fin, and
fhapen ininiquity ; that in confequence of

thls, hns inward parts are very wickednefs s
N : " that
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« that his carnal mind is enmity againft God ;
and that it is from hence that all his' out-
ward wickednefs proceeds. Now that he
may be brought to be throughly acquainted
with this, the parent ought to endeavour to-

. fix his attention, and to caufe him to think

. asclofely of it as his capacity -will admit..

" In order to this end, the parent ought to
guard his child againft every thing which
will divert his attention, and turn his.
thoughts into a quite different channel.
Now it is infallibly certain that fetting
him to learn to dance, has this tendency, as
it fills his mind with thoughts of the pleafing
amufement, and of various other agreeable
particulars connected with it. - It is there-
fore no wonder that fo many Religious,
Chriftian, Methodift-Parents have caufe to
complain, that their children, even thofe

awhoare ten, twelve, or fourteen years of
age, have no more knowledge of them-
felves, atlealt, to any good purpofe, than if
they were fo many young Hortentots!
which is really the cafe of multitudes, of
them ; particularly of™our young dancers.
‘Where then is the prudence, the confcience,
the fear of God, the love, the duty that fuch
parents owe to their children, in putting

G 3 fuch
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fuch ftumbling-blocks in their way, as pre-
vent their taking, even, the ﬁrﬁ ftep in the
" way to the kingdom?

. Secondly. If children are in that ftate
mentioned above, both Reafon and Reve~
lation declare that it ought not to be a mat-
ter of indifference to them; but rather thae
itought to fill them with forrow and fhame =
that it ought to work in them that holy
mourning, that true contrition, in a word,
that repentance which needeth not to be
repented of: and the more fo, becaufe .
without it they cannot be faved. And that
they may feel this forrow, that they may
expericnee 'this repentance unto life, parents
ought to guard them againft every thing
which has the fmalleft tendency to prevent
this contrition; and caufe them to ufe every
means to raife and perfe&t it. But will
teaching them to dance do this? Have the
founds of the viol, the light, airy, frothy
capers and inftru€ions of the dancing maf=~
ter any tendency this'way? .The cafe is
too obvious to require an anfwer, or even a
moments confideratibn; for every man;
woman, and chi/d fees at once that thc'onl)"
tendency of fuch things muft be to dnve all
penitential forrow far away. -

o . frbizdty.
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* THirdly. Prayer alfo is a moft neceffary
duty incumbent on all children who are
capable of it. And they ought to be taught
this as foon as they know good from evil.
. They ought alfo to be taught that the heart
is to be engaged therein, and alfo that they
muft be in good earneft; feeing Gdd is the
rewarder of them only who diligently feek
him.- Now every one who is acquainted
with human rature knows what an averfion
there is, both in young and old, to this moft
neceflary duty. Ought not parents, then,
to be very cautious how they engage their
children in any thing which tends to ine
¢reafe that averiion ? If they do this, cer-
tainly they will keep dancings, and all other
vain amufements, as far out of their fight
as poffible; feeing nothing can be more
oppofite than the fpirit of prayer, and the
fpirit of dancing.

“* Fourthly. In order to our falvatxon,
whether we be parents or children, there
mutft be aelifh for alt the ordinances of
God: We muft delight in the word and

facrament; in hearing, reading, and medi-

4ation; and alfo in converﬁhg with the fol-
lowers of Chrift. Now I afk €éven thofe:
yarents who fend their children to learn to.

, dance,
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. danCe, if they think that dancing has any

" tendency this way? Partial as they are,
they cannot but own the contrary: they
cannot but own that, if their children fpoke

freely, they would own that they have a
thoufand times more pleafure in hearing the
mufic of their dancing-mafter, than in hear-
ing any minifter of Chrift; and that half an
hours converfe with the people of God, or
even with religious children, about any:
thing ferious, would be irkfome to them,
while the little impertinent prattles of theis
companions in dancing would, for hours
together, be the very joy of their hearts."

- Fifthly. As the work of our falvation isa
matter of ferious concern, parents ought
to teach their children to be ferioufly en-
- gaged therein: to think, pray, read, and
hear the word in the moft ferious manner;
and thus to feek the favour and image of

- God. -Now has'dancing any tendency to.
promote this ferioufnefs? Is it not rather as
greatan antidote againft it as can poffibly be
conceived ? For what can be a more effec~

+ tual guard againft, even, a ferious.thought,

than the appearance and performance of a

dancing-{chool ? -

. Si;{ﬂxly.
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Sxxthly "Every Barent who wifhesthe pre.
fent and eternal welfare of his children, ought
to teach them to fet God always before theis
eyes; to remember, That he is about their
path, and about their bed, and {pyeth outall
their ways : that there is not a word in their
tongue, not a thought in their heart, but he

" knoweth it altagether. Now if thisisreally

the éafc','ought not children, at leaft, by the
time they arecapable of learning to dance,to
be ipftru€ted in, and deeply imprefled-with a
fenfe of this moft awful truth? But if inftead
of doing this, we fend them to learn dancing,
and other worldly amufements, what wonder .
that they can fpend days and weeks, if not
months and years. without-having God in alt
their thoughts!

* Seventhly. That parent is dreadfully
wanting who does not teach his children to
_ redeem their time. The great work of
anfwering the end of our creation, which is,
to manifeft the glory of God, and thereby,
to fecure eternal life, is not the bufinefs of a
moment. We oughtto begin it. as foon as
we are capable of knowing good from evil,
and earneftly purfue it all our days. . If fo,
what time - for learning to dance in our
' )'outh and for following it afterwards?
certainly
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certainly none at all. The mighty con-
cems we all have on our hands, demand alj
our attention, all our care, and all our en-
deavours : and therefore he who fquanders
away any part of. this momentary exiftence,
knows but little of the importance either of
time or eternity, ' -

. Eighthly, Every wife parent, who wifhes
to preferve his children from. deftru&ion,
will endeavour to inti] into them a deep
fenfe of their danger.  To 'this end he
willinform them, that their adverfary the
devil as 3 roaring lion walketh about feek-
ing whom he may " devour; ‘and then. will.
firongly urge them to take to themflves the
whole. armour. df-Gad, -that. they may be
able to ftand in the evil day: and that they
ought to watch in all-things' left their inex-
Perienced hearts fhould be beguiled by the.
Tubtilty of Satan, Suppofe the parent, after
givingfuch grave, fuch folemn, fuch neceflary.
admonitions, fhould talk of: fénding thefe chil-
dren toa dancing-fchool, could they poffibly
think he was in earneft? Could ‘they think
he believed one word of the danger he had
been fpeaking of? For would they not na-
turally conclude, if he really believed the..
cautions he had been giving them, he
could
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could not be fo inconfiftent as to wifh them
to learn any thing which fo naturally tends
to fet them off their guard.

* Ninthly. The parentwho withes well to
his children will guard them againft con-
formity to the world. For if he is wife, he
will fee how enfharing the vanities of the
world are to youthful minds; therefore he
will daily, and almoft-hourly be ringing in
their ears, Be not conformed to this prefent
world, but be ye transformed by the renew-
ingofyour minds; for all that is in the world,
the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye, and
the pride of life, is not of the- Father, but is
of the world; and the world paffeth away,
and the luft thereof. Now if a parent
really defires his children to ftand clear in
this refpe@, will he; can he put them under
the tuition of a dancing-mafter, whofe very.
'prof'eﬂiori is, to fow, water, and bring up to
maturity, the feeds of folly and vanity.

* Tenthly. A wife and humble parent can-
not but wifh that his children may learn of
Chrift to be meek and lowly of heart, that
they may find reft unto their fouls; and will
with them to appear {o in all their outward
deportment.  And he willurge them to this,
by tclling them that God refifteth the proud,
: but
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_but giveth grace to the humble. But fup-
pofe after thefe important warnings and ad-
monitions, Mifs is told that the is going to
learn to dance, and that {he muft mind her
mafter and be veYy clever; and that fhe
muft not fuffer herfelf to be excelled by the
firlt lady in the {chool: moreover, when
fhe comes home in the holidays fhe muft
give her mamma and pappa a fpecimen of
her improvement ; and if all is not done
to a nicety, thereis this fault in her car-
riage, and ten or twenty more in her un-
genteel appearance.  Now I alk, after this
what notion can this young lady (fo called)
have of the lefures on humility fhe fo
lately and fo often received? Will fhe not
- think that humility is of no great im-
portance? or elfe that her parents are
dreadfully inconfiftent!

Eleventhly. Itis the indifpenfable duty °
+ of all Chriftians, both parents and children,
to deny themfelves, and to take up their
crofs daily, gnd follow Chrift. Ought not
parents then to labour to inftil into their
children a true notion of the neceffiry of
this? And ought they not likewife to en-
deavour to give them a habit of doing it,
before the principles of felf-indulgence take

- too
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too deep root within them? But has learn«
ing them to dance any fuch tendency ?
quite the reverfe, as every one fees at firft
view. Hence the generality of thofe who -
are uled to follow dancing, and dancings
mafters, have no more defire to ‘follow
Chrift in the regeneration, than to fink into
the bottom of the fea.
* Twelfthly. Parents who are not flothful
in bufinef, but rather labour to be ufeful
members of fociét.y, ought to bring up their
children in fuch a manner, that they alfo
may be ufeful in their day and generation.
But of what ufe can it be, either to them-
{elves or others, that they are taught to
dance? With refpect to themfelves, willit,
cither in their childhood, or at any other
‘time, be a means of helping them throughi
the difficulties of this life? or add one
pearl to their crown in that which is to
come? And as to others, what will They be
the better for our learning to dance? Will
it give more weight to our inftrutions;
warnings and gdmonitions? Will it enable
us or our children to feed the hungry -and
clothe the naked? In a word, will it caufe:our .
light, our chriftian-light, to fhine before
men, that they fecing our good worksy
H both




both we and they may glorify our Father
which isin heaven?  Certainly nothing of
this kind is, or can be expeted.

- Thirteenth. As all chriftian-parents are
taught to glorify God with their bodies and
their fpirits which are his, and that they
muft do this in eating and drinking, and
in whatever elfe they do; they ought to
teach their children to do the fame. But
will teaching them to dance do this? Who
will be fo abfurd, fo ridiculous, fo profane,
as to fay, a child glorifies God with his
body in learning to dance? or that a grown

perfon does it in the act of dancing?

- Fourteenth. Whatever a chriftian does,
in word or deed, he ought to do it in the
name of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Now I afk
(if it is not too abfurd to be mentioned)
can any parent, while putting his child
under the tuition of a dancing-mafter, fay,
In the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift I put
my child to learn to dance! And ought not
every parent to teach his childrenalfo to do
all things in the name of Chrift-? Suppofe he
has done this, and then hears them fay, par-
ticularly thofe who are ten, or twelve years

~ of age, Inthy name, O Chrift! I am going

to dance! Is not the thought almaft too
’ 3 fhocking
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ﬂrockmg to be mentioned ? And yet chrif.

tian-children muift, in effet, thus exprefs
themfelves, or elfe have nothmg to do thh
dan¢ing, "

" Fifteenth. St Paul faith that chnﬁxans
ought.iri every thing to give thanks: thatis,
they are to. thank God in every afflittion;
on account of its not:being greater, and to
thank him for every favour, orin the pof-
feffion thereof, Now I alk, can a chriftian.
parent vt{h.ank God for giving him an
clination, and an opportunity of get-
‘ting his- children taught to. dance? Or
can the children themfelves. thank God for
the affiftance - they have had in dancing?
‘and for the great proficiency they have
made therein? If a child of five years. old
was to mention fuch 3 thing, would: not one
who is only a twelve-month older be ready
to reprove the great impiety of fuch a pro-
-pofal ?

* Laftly. As God has promifed to reward
his people for all their virtuous actions in
this life, no chriftian-parent ought to do
_any thing but what he believes is, in its own
nature, rewardable. But what reward can
he expeé for having his children taught to
dance? certainly none at all: and therefore

- all



( 88 ) : .
all the pains and expence they have been
at on this occafion, to fay the leaft, muft- go
without a reward.. And the fame may be
faid of their children; for they have
no caufe to think that Chrit will fay
unto .them, on account of their dancing,
Well done . ood and fai hful fervants, enter
ye into the joy of ‘'your Lord. ‘All, there-
fore, that remains for fi.ch parents and chil-
dren to expefl, on account of dancing, is,
that they be either pardoned or punithed ;-
for rewarded they cannot be. - -

. From all thathath been faid we learn,
that it is abfolutely inconfiftent with the duty
which chriftian-parents owe to God—their
families—and themfelves, to fuffer their chil-
dren to learn artificial dancing ; and that it
is more efpecially fo, and at the fame time
highly criminal, if, in any dcgrec, they have:
an af7ive part therein. .

[
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